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UPPER  CANADA  TO  BOSTON. 


DEPARTURE  FROM  OSWEGO. 

ON  Sunday,  the  26tli' of  July,  the  day  after 
our  arrival  at  Oiwego,  we  learned  from  the 
officers,  that  during  the  barveft  the  American 
ihips  fail  lefs  frequently,  than  at  other  times,  and 
tfafat  probably  we  fliould  have  to  wait  for  one 
Several  days.  We  undcrftood  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  beft  plan  we  could  adopt  was,  to  walk' 
twelve  miles  farther  on,?  in  the  hope  that  the 
ietders,  who  live  there>:  WiOuld  accommodate  us 
ivith  a  veffeL  Being  hotk.  impatient  to  quit  the 
Englifli  dbminioxfis,  and  afraid. to  incur  too  great 
4n  expence  by  hiring  a  whole,  flyp  for  ourfelvcs, 
we  were  walking,  in  ibmc  degree  of  perplexity, 
on  riic.b^ftion  aloag  the  Ihore^  •  when,  wc  diico- 
^  Vol..  IJ.  '  '    B  rcrcd 
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vcred  a  veflcl  approaching.  The  Ibldicrs,  who 
have  learned  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans along  with  the  manual  exercife,  perceiving 
the  attention,  with  which  we  obfcrved  her  ap- 
proach, faid  to  us,  ^^  Why,  gentlemen,  that  is 
nothing ;  flie  is  but  a  veffel  of  the  d— — d  Yan- 
kees ;" .  tmd  it  was  cy&&ty  a  veflil  of  th^  Yan- 
kees, we  wiflied  to  obtain.  Mr.  Vanallen,  an 
American,  who  refides  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
commanded  the  veflel ;  he  came  on  fhore  Ihortly 
after,  to  procure  fome  ftefli  provifion,  of  which 
he  Hood  in  need  to  cure  himfelf  of  an  intermittent 
fever,  that  he  had  caught  in  the  woods.  From 
want  of  aii  inn,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  buying 
any  at  the  fort;  the  officers  rhi^t  have  eafily 
fuppixcd  him  with  ibme  vegetables  ;  but  in  tht 
t3pinion  of  a  Britifli  officer,  it  is  neither  ncceffary 
nor  decent  to  iticCoux  a  Yankee. 

Mr.  Vahadlen,  althoujgh  thus  difappointed  in 
his  hope  of  finding  'm  Ofwego  the  niscclflary  foe- 
cour  for  his  recovery,  yet  promifed  us  two  places 
inihisr.'vi^el.  He  Could  not  however  let  fail  for 
Albany  £>oner  than  the  next  day,  or  perhaps  in^ 
twio  xir  three  days,,  after  having  been  joined  by 
Arcc  other  vcffels, .  which  -  he  expefted,  and  iri 
queft  of  whicih  he  returned  to  a  certain  point  on 
the! lake.  We  were  thus  fumifhed  with  a  cer^' 
taki  Ibpptartunity  of  qilitting  OAvdgo^  and  the 
Itzrr  .<  -^Bfeigemcfs, 
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eagernefs^  with  which  we  embraced  it,  could  not 
but  convince  our  gue^  of  our  earneft  defire  of 
-making  all  poffible  hafte.  The  certainty  of  our 
Speedy  departure  inspired  us  with  patience.  The 
Englilh  officers,  who  entertained  more  liberal 
lentiments  towards  us,  than  to  the  Yankees,  per- 
emptorily infifted  on  iupplying  us  with  provifion ; 
and  this  they  did  with  a  generofity,  which  per- 
fe<ftly  anfwered  the  kind  reception,  we  in  general 
experienced  on  their  part.  , 

Two  whole  daySjhad  in  the  mean  while  elapfed, 
and  the  third  began  to  prefs  heavy  upon  us,  when^ 
being  alone  in  the  fort,  while  Dupetitthouars  and 
the  Engliih  officers  had  gone  on  a  hunting  and 
fifliing  party,  I  at  laft  defcried  two  veflels  with 
my  telefcope,  which "  was  conftantly  pointed  to 
the  coaft,  whence  I  expefted  my  deliverance  j 
xny  cffcSis  were  fbon  packed  up  and  my  ftores 
coUedled.  Whether  thefe  veflels  belonged  to 
Mr.  Vanallen  or  any  other  perfon,  we  were^de- 
termined  to  feize  upon  the  firft  opportunity  of 
departing  from  Ofwego.  It  was  Mr.  Vanallen ; 
he  had  been  joined  but  by  one  of  the  veflels,  and 
had  refolvqd  not  to  wait  for  the  refl: :  yet  as  it 
was  alfeady  noon,  as  his  veflels  were  heavy  laden, 
and  the  rapids  two  miles  from  Ofwego,  which. 
he  was  obliged  to  pafs,  would  have  detained  him  ' 
too  Jopg  to  make  much  way  the  remainder  of 
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the  day,  he  propofcd  to  us,  to  follow  him  on  foot, 

at  four  o'clock  the  next  morning.     We  thought 

it  better,  to  fliare  his  tent  with  him  that  very 

evening,  and  the  certainty  of  quitting  Ofwego 

in  the  afternoon  made  us  far  more  happy,  than 

^Z"  all  the  attention  of  the  Britiih  officers,  on  wjfiiAk 

i    we  can  hardly  beflow  fufficient  praife,  haii^lieen 

,  )   able  to  do.  ^  They  carried  their  politencfs  fo  far, 

\  as  to  attend  us  to  our  night  quarters,  and  on 

/   taking  leave,  gave  us  fuch  proofs  of  friendlhip 

.  -■  > 

*     and  attachment,  as  we  cannot  but  acknowledge 

V    with  unfeigned  gratitude. 

The  mufquitoes,  which  teafed  us  fadly,  were 
not  aible  to  make  us  repent  our  refolution  of  join- 
ing Mr.  Vanallen  that  very  evening;  and  al- 
though we  did  not  lie  down  to  reft  the  whole 
night,  yet  v^e  heartily  rejoiced  in  being  no  longer 
fubjefted  to  the  feeptre  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-general  of  the  two  Ganadas. 


JOURNEY  FROM  OSWEGO  TO  THE  FALLS. 

We  fet  out  at  break  of  day,  and  yet  were  not 
able  to  advance  more  thaa  ten  miles,  the  whole 
day.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Ofwego  is  ex- 
tremely troublefome,  as  there  is  but-very  fcldom 
fufficient  water,  even  for  pulhing  the  veffel  along. 
Each  of  our  veflels,  it  is  true,  carried  about  one 
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ton  and  a  half,  but  each  was  worked  too  by  three 
men.  Beiides  Dupetitthouars  aififted  the  men 
in  our  veiTel  with  the  utmoft  Zjsal ;  he  puihed  as 
much  as  they  did,  and  palled  like  them  three* 
fourths  of  the  day  in  the  water,  to  lift  the  veffel^ 
that  ihe  might  more  eafily  clear  the  rocks  and 
large  ftones,  with  which  the  river  is  filled,  and 
which  Ihe  would  not  have  been  able  to  pafs  over 
in  any  other  manner.  In  five  or  fix  places  the 
ftrength  of  a  fingle  Chip's  company  was  not  fiif- 
ficient  to  keep  the  vefiTel  afloat,  but.  the  men  of 
both  veflels  were  obliged  to  join  for  that  purpofe. 
Ships  lefs  deeply  laden,  than  ours,  are  laid  to  pror 
ceed  with  more  facility,  elpecially  in  defcending 
the  river,  when  the  current  affords  fome  aflill- 
ance.  In  autumn  and  Ipring  the  encrealcd  mals 
of  water  is  alfo  laid  to  remove  the  impediments, 
which  at  prefent  obftruft  and  retard  the  naviga- 
tion. Ttj  iT^gy  ^fi,  {ff.-  yet  a  navigation,  which  is 
praAicable  only  for  two  nionths  in  the  year  and 
in  defcending  the  river,  and  at '  the  fame  time 
affords  at  prefent  the  only  known  outlet  for  the 
exportation  of  all  the  produftions,  and  the  Ible 
inlet  for  all  the  provilion,  which  is  imported  fromi 
the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  cannot  in  any  rcfpcA 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, however  imperfeft  it  may  be.  The  State 
of  New  York,  to  whofe  territory  thi§  river-navi- 
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g^tion  belongs,  and  for  which  it  is  of  miich  greater 
importance,  than  for  any  other  ftatc,  will  no 
doubt  make  all  poffible  exertion, to  facilitate  it. 
A  projed:  of  this  nature  is,  I  underftatid,  already 
under  contemplation,  but  how  far  will  it  be  pof- 
ble  to  execute  /this  important  enterprife  ?  This 
is  a  queftion,  which  cannot  be  decided,  but  after 
a  long  and  mature  consideration  of  all  the  ob- 
ftaclcs,  which  it  will  be  neceffary  to  lurrooimt. 
To  have  ftarted  it,  is  llifficient  for  being  aware  of 
the  great  i  mpediments,  by  which  it  is  obftrudrcd. 

z^"*    During  this  whole  day's  jburney  nothing  re* 

\     markable  came  within  our  view. ,  There  is  no 

fettlemqnt  between  Ofwego  and  the  Falls.     You 

^  p^fs  by  an  ifland,  which  has  taken  the  name  of 
Brefwit  from  a  French  officer^  who  in  the  fcvcn 
years  war  obtained  here  an  advantage  over  a  com- 
bined  corps  of  Englilh  troops  and  Indians.  The 
ifland  is  throughout  covered  with  w^ood,  and  fo 
is  the  whole  country,  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  pafled.  Two  miles  from  the  falls  ftands 
a  houfe,  which  appertains^ to  Mr.  Van  Verberg^ 
a  Dutchman,  who  is  charged  in  the  country  with 
giving  information  to  the  garrifon  of  the  fmug-. 
glers  who  intend  to  run  any  commodities  into  the 
province  in  the  night,  and  with  being  an  Englilh 
ipy  in  regard  to  deferters.  This  charge,  which, 
by  what  we  learned  in  the  fort,  icems  to  be 

founded. 
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founded;  is  fb  generally  credited,  that  laft  year, 
in  confequence  of  the  rumour  of  an  impending 
war  between  America   and  England,   he  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  againft  the  re^  •     ^^' 
vengeful  prqje<fts  of  his  neighbours* 

At  the  place,  where  the  navigation  is  inter-  '  \^ 
ceptcd,  we  halted  at  William  Shorten*s.  Ho  ' 
keeps  an  inn,  that  \s,  he  admits  into  one  room  of 
bis  houfe  all  the  travellers,  who  defire  to  fleep 
there,  and ,  accommodates  them  with  fait  pork 
and  mm ;  which  is  the  moft  he  is  able  to  do. 
Wc  arriveAthere,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
wet  to  the  fkin :  for  luch  of  us,  as  had  not  been 
drenched  by  pixQiing  and  drawing  the  Ihip  along, 
were  foaked  by  the  conftant  rain.  We  dried  our- 
fclves  at  a  good  fire ;  and  a  few  flices  of  ham, 
wc  had  brought  with  us,  reftorcd  our  flrength. 
Dupetitthouars  Ihared  with  me  a  very  indifferent 
bed,  which  however  we  found  extremely  com- 
fwtable.  From  exceflive  fatigue  I  conquered  the 
extreme  averfion,  which  I  always  feel  when  I  am 
obliged  to  fleep  in  the  fame  bed  with  another  per- 
fon,  and  became  infenfible  of  the  inconvenience 
of  Heeping  in  fb  narrow  a  room  among  fo  many 
people  and  with  fo  great  a  noifc.  ^ 
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OSWEGO  FALLS  AND  PENIERS. 

The  portage>  occafioncd  by  the  falls  of  the 
river  Ofwegc,  is^  about  a  mile  in  length.  W. 
Shorten,  at  whofe  houfe  we  ftopped,  kept  only, 
a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  our  two  veffels  were  heavy 
laden.  Each  veflel  was  to  be  conveyed  feparatc- 
ly,  and  the  cargo  required  four  turns  of  the  car- 
riage. The  Americans  not  being  any  wife  re- 
markable for  fpeed  and  agility,  it  was' not  until 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  that  our  veffels  had 
reached  the  placfc,  where  the  navigation  recom- 
mences, and  where  they  were  again  to  be  loaded. 
Here  a,  quarrel  arofe  between  our  commander 
Vanallen,  and  the  two  mates,  who  were  in  his 
fervicci  but  quite  intoxicated.  They  ufed  him  very 
ill ;  he  fwore  at  them,  and  they  returned  the  com- 
pliment by  calling  him  all  the  ill  names,  which 
their  well-ftored  memory  would  iupply.  This 
quarrel  was  fcarcely  half  accommodated,  when 
another  man  arrived  from  the  neighbourhood, 
demanding  from  Mr.  Vanallen  fome  money, 
which,  he  faid,  was  due  to  his  fon,  who  for  fonie 
time  had  ferved  on  board  his  veffel.  This  differ- 
ence,  however,  was  foon  fettled  on  friendly  terms  j 
Vanallen  conduded  us  into  night-quarters  at  his 
adverfary's,  and  facrificed  to  this  reconciliation 

fomc 
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ibme  miles,  which  we  Ihould  have  been  able  to 
make  the  fame  evening. 

This  time  we  had  not  even  a  bed.  Our  party, 
our  {kippers,  landlord,  wife,  fons  and  daughters 
ilept  all  pell-mell  in  a  room,  which  was  about 
twelve  fe^t  Iquare.  And  unfortunately  we  were 
not  fufficiently  fatigued,  having  travelled  but  one 
mile  on  foot  and  one  mile  and  a  half  by  water, 
to  find  the  floor  foft,  and  to  be  infeniible  to  the 
ftings  of  the  mufquitocs  and  the  bites  of  fleas. 

Mr.  Vanalleai,  in  whofe  veflels  we  took  our  paf? 
iage,  is  member  of  the  Congrefs  for  the  county 
of  Albany  in  the  ftate  of  New  York.  He  is  alfo 
a  geometer  and  flirveyor.  His  age,  and,  no  doubt, 
his  talents,  feem  to  have  procured  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  country.  He  is  charged  with  the 
coramiffion  of  furveying  upwards  of  half  a  mil- 
lion of  acres,  fituated  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppofite  to  Carlton 
Ifland,  which  belong  toMeflrs.  Chassang,  Rey, 
De  Chaumont,  Coxe  and  Company.  He  bcr* 
gan  laft  year  to  execute  this  commiflion;  but 
was  much  impeded  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufi- 
nefs  by  the  ficknefs  of  mofl  of  the  afliftant  fur- 
veyors,  employed  under  him,  and  was  further 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  the  confiderable 
declinadon  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  vicinity 
of  feme  rocks.     Hp  was  himfelf  feized  with  a  fit 
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of  the  ague,  with  which  the  whole  country  is  in- 
fefted,  and  which  is  caught  by  wandering  through 
the  forefts,  as  well  as  by  inhabiting  the  bank§'of 
riTcrs.  Mr.  Vaxxallen  is  jufticc  oC  the  peace,,  and 
for  this  rcafon  ftyled  ''Squire  by  his  people,  if  he 
do  not  Iwear  at  them.  He,  is  about  fixty  years 
old,  is  faid  to  poflefs  a  tolerable  Ihare  of  infor-- 
mation,  and  feems  in  fa  A  to  be  a  worthy  and  in* 
telli^nt  man. 

All  the  fettlements  in  this  part  of  the  country 
are  in  an  infant  ftate.  W.  Shorten,  at  whofe 
houfe  we  flopped  the  firft  night,  fettled  here  as 
late  as  laft  fpring.     He  bought  his  eflate  three 

years  ago  for  three  pence  an  acre,  and  can  now 

> 

fell  it  for  twelve  fhillings.  He  pofleffes  three  hun- 
dred acres,  ten  of  which  are  fcarcely  cleared,  and 
thefe  are  fituated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
That  which  lies  on  the  left  is  Soldiers'  land,  as 
it  is  called,  tYmt  is,  it  has,  iince  the  peace,  been 
diftributed  among  foldiers  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York.  Peniehs,  at  whofe  houfe  we  remained 
the  fecond  day,  bought  tv^  o  years  ago  a  fliare  of 
this  land  from  a  foldier,  to  whom  it  had  been 
given,  for  three  fliillings  an  acre. 

The  Ofwego  fall  is  about  ten  feet  high ;  and 
the  river  nearly  one  eighth  of  a  mile  in  width. 
The  profpeft  is  not  without  charms.    A  break  of 
the  bed  of  rocks,  from  which  the  river  precipi- 
tates . 
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tates  itfelf,  and  the  irregularity  of  thfe  form,  pro- 
duce a  tolerably  ftriking,  but  not  a  grand  efFcA. 
On  the  right  bank,  near  the  water-fall,  are  found 
the  traces  of  an  ancient  French  entrenchment, 
and  hard  by  them  flands  a  fmall  Jog-houfe,  the 
proprietor  of  which  is  at  prefent  building  a  grift- 
mill  below  the  fall. 


THREE  RIVERS  POINT  AND  'SQUIRE  BINGHAM. 

'  There  exift  few  unpleafant  fituations  in  this 
world,  whii:h  may  not  be  confidered  in  a  lefs  un- 
favourable point  of  view  ;  an  exercife  of  imagi- 
nation', with  which,  for  fome  time  paft,  I  have 
tolcfably  familiarifed  myfelf.  The  benefit  arifing 
from  a  bad  refting- place  is  the  acceleration  of  the 
moment  of  departure.  Mr.  Vanallen,  who  fatis- 
fied  Penier's  demand  with  many  careffes  of  the 
little  ones,  with  compliments  to  the  grown  up 
members  of  the  family,  and  with  a  iinall  prefent 
of  chocolate  for  Peniers  himfelf,  haflened  to  fet 
off.  We  went  on  board  before  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  After  a  navigation,  which  ran  con- 
ftantly  between  woods,  and  in  the  courfe  of  which 
we  faw,  in  a  trail  of  country  of  eleven  miles  in 
length,  not  one  felled  tree,  we  reached  at  laft, 
partly  by  rowing,  and  partly  by  pufliing  the  veflel 
along,  the  rapids  of  the  Three  Rivers.  All  fuper- 
«'«  fluous 
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fluous  people  were  here  obliged  to  leave  the  vcffeL 
Mr.  Vandlen,  therefore,  as  well  as  myfelf,  weat 
on  Ihore,  and  repaired  to  a  fmall  cottage,  vi^herc 
we  found  a  family,  but  very  lately  recovered 
from  the  ague,  and  at  prefent  bulled  in  mowing  a 
meagre  looking  field  of  wheat.  Thefe  good  peo- 
ple, who  have  no  neighbours,  are  neceffitated  to 
do  every  thing  themfelves.  Of  eight  children, 
who  compofe  this  family,  the  oldeft,  who  is  nine 
years  old,'  is  alone  able  to  affift  them  a  little. 
They  have  neither  rakes,  harrows  nor  fcythes ; 
and  yet  it  is  better  to  facrifice  three  fourths  of 
their  harveft,  than  to  lofe  the  whole.  Thefe  poor 
people,  who  have  lived  here  a  twelvemonth,  were 
conftantly  troubled  Vvith  the  ague.  -  They  pof- 
ielTed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
fix  hundred  of  which  were,  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  given  to  the  hufband,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  army,  and  the  other  fix  hundred  be  pur- 
chafcd  two  years  ago  for  ten  Ihillings  an  acre, 
but  was  compelled  by  extreme  diftrefs  to  fell 
again  three  hundred,  with  the.fmall  profit  of  two 
fiiillings  per  acre.  The  good  people  cultivate,  a 
■garden  ;  they  exchanged  fome  vegetables  for  a 
few  pounds  of  pork,  with  which  Mr.  Vanallen 
was  readier  to  accommodate  them  from  an  opi- 
nion, that  his  recovery  depends  on  the  ufe  of 
frcfh  prpvifion.     They  feera  to  be  good  and  in- 

duftrious 
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duftrious  people  ^  the  wife,  though  mother  of 
eight  children,  and  fciarcely  recovered  from  the 
ague,  is  yet  handfome.  They  prefentcd  me 
with  fome  potatoes  and  cucumbers^  and  declined 
accepting  any  payment. 

After  the  rapids  had  feeen  palTed,  not  without 
confiderable  trouble,  we  returned  on  board,  and 
puriuing  our .  voyage  with  lefs  obfirudlion  than 
before,  we  at  length  reached  the  pointy  where 
the  Ofwego  river  joins  the  Onondago,  which 
proceeds  from  the  fmall  lakes,  changes  its  name, 
and  affumes  that  of  the  river  Oneida.  Thefe 
appellations  Ihould  rather  be  rcverfed.  As  we 
worked  up  the  ftream,  the  river  Oneida  flowing 
out  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  meets  the  Onon- 
dago, which  falls  into  it,  and  is  now  called  Of- 
wego ;  but  I  write  as  I  travel. 

The  whole  tradl  of  land,  which  we  have  tra- 
verfcd  fince  we  left  Ofwego,  lies  in  the  county 
of  Onondago,  which  extends  as  far  as  Lake 
Oneida,  contains  nearly  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thouland  acres  of  excellent  land ;  and  yet, 
According  to  the  laft  computation,  has  no  more 
than  three  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  Three  Rivers  Point,  which  is  the  name  of 
this  place,  is  a  very  interefting  Ipot.  The  navi- 
gation, by  which  the  provifion  from  the  diftri6l 
of  Gencffee  is  conveyed  acrofs  the  lakes,  and  the 

fait 
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fait  from  the  brinie-ipring,  near  the  borders  of 
Onoi^dago,  here  joins  that  by  which  the  provi- 
jfion  is  procured  on  the  Mohawk  River  froxn 
Albany  and  all  the  eaftern  provinces.  The  na- 
vigation between  Albany  and  the  Lakes  of  Gc-* 
neflee  has  hitherto  been  far  more  frequent  than  ^ 
from  any  of  thefe  points  to  Lake  Ontario.  But 
the  time  cannot  be  diftant,  when  this  fpot, 
where  at  prefent  ftands  no  building  but  an  inn, 
will  become  the  iitc  of  an  important  town.'  A$ 
yet,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  unhealthy  fpots  in  a 
country  by  no  means  remarkable  for  falubrity. 
Our  'Squire,  who  had.purchafed  in  Kingfton  flour 
for  fix  dollars  a  barrel,  and  pork  for  fixpence  a 
pound,  and  from  the  connivance  or  extraordinary 
blindnefs  of  the  Englilh  officers,  conveyed  it  to 
the  River  Ofwego,  thought  now  of  felling  it  here 
with  confiderable  profit.  He  had  already  difpofed 
of  ibme  barrels  of  flour  for  eight  dollars  a  barrel 
at  the  Ofwego  Falls,  and  intended  to  tranfmit  his 
whole  cargo  to  Saltfprings,  where  he  hoped  to 
iell  it  for  ten  dollars  a  barrel.  Byt  he  learned 
here,  that  the  meeting,  relative  to  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  was  not  to  take  place ;  that  the 
country  was  full  of  provifion ;  that  it  was  fold 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  he  demanded ;  and 
that  fpecie  was  very  fcarce.  He  was,  therefore, 
neceffitated  to  give  up  his  fond  hopes,  and  em- 
brace 
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hracc  the  refolution  of  proceeding  fomewhat 
fiullicr  in  queft  of  purchafexs. 

I  entertained  &mc  hope  that,  on  account  of 
this  diiappointment,  we  fliould  this  afternoon 
pTDteed  fame  miks  farther,  when  a  veflcl  arriv- 
ed, on  board  of  which  were  Meflrs*  Rejviselaer^ 
Henry,  and  Stouts,  all  inhabitants  of  Albany 
of  great  refpeftability.  The  firft  was  not  yet  pcr- 
fedlly  recovered  from  a  fever,  which  had  left 
him  in  fbme  meaflirc,  but  ftill  carried  all  the 
fymptoms  of  an  intermittent,  Thefc  gentlemen 
intended  not  to  proceed  farther.  Mr.  Vanallen 
propofed  to  delay  his  departure  until  the  next 
morning,  to  travel  in  their  company ;  he  intro- 
duced us  to  them,  and  a  glafs  of  good  wine, 
which  they  carried  with  them  (they  travelled  all 
much  at  their  eafe),  confoled  Dupetitthouars  as 
Well  as  myfelf  for  this  new  delay* 

Every  one  in  the  houfe  was  ill.  ^  The  landlord, 
another  *  Squire,  was  juft  recovered  from  the 
^c ;  but  his  wife  was  ftill  indifpofed  with  it, 
find  in  bed.  His  children  and  fervants  were  in 
the  iame  fituation,  and  fo  was  a  pretty  young 
woman, .  about  twenty  years  old,  whom  we  liip- 
ipofed  to  be  naarried,  becaufe  fhe  fuckled  an  In- 
fant of  two  months ;  but  this,  alas!  was  the  un- 
fortunate offspring  of  her  love  for  a  young  man, 
who,  under  a  promife  of  marriage,  had  feduced 

and 
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and  afterwards  dcfertcd  her.  All  thcfc  pcopk 
lay  ill  in  the  room  where  we  were  to  dine  and 
llcep ;  for  it  Svas  the  only  room  in  the  houfc.  The 
new  comers,  who  brought  with  them  a  very  tight 
tent,  declared  that  they  would  rather  pafs  the 
night  under  this  tentj  than  breathe  the  noxious 
air  of  this  houfe.  Mr.  Vanallen,  ftruck  with  a 
dread  of  a  rel^pfe  of  the  ague,  ordered  his  tenty 
which  confifted  only  of  his  fail,  to  be  pitched  on 
the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  we  wrapped  our- 
felves  up,  as  ufual,  in  our  blankets. 

I  had  juft  fallen  afleep,  w^hen  I  was  waked  by 
the  landlord,  who  called  me  Do£lor.  Having  ob- 
ferved,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  that  I  concerned 
my felf  about  his  patients,  and  carefully  enquired 
into  the  particulars  of  their  indifpofition,  and 
their  treatment,  he  concluded  that  I  muft  needs 
be  a  phyfician. ,  ^'  Do<9tor,"  faid  he,  "  for  God*s 
lake,  get  up  !  unlefs  you  immediately  relieve  the 
young  woman  flie  will  certainly  die,  The  Dodlor, 
who  was  here  eight  days  ago,  left  her  fome  medi- 
cine, which  was  to  lafl:  till  this  day,  and  he  faid 
would  cure  her.  She  is  much  worfe  now,  and  the 
medicine  is  all  gone.  Pray  do  give  her  Ibme- 
thing,  that  Ihe  may  not  die."  Though  I  was  a 
long  while  debating  with  myfelf,  whether  or  no 
I  was  to  accept  the  title  of  Doftor,  and  at  length 
affured  Jiim,  that  I  liad  no  £laim  to  that  title,  yet 

'Squire 
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'Squire  Bingham,  miftakitig  my  modefl:y  for  ill- 
nature  or  drowiinefs,  indfted  on  my  adminiftering 
relief  to  the  young  woman.  Fortunately  it  fo  hap- 
pened>  that  in  my  faddle-bag  I  had  fome  James's 
powder,  which  Mr*  Bordley  was  fo  kind  as  to 
procure  me  before  my  departure  from  Philadel- 
phia.    From  an  opinion,  that  in  thefe  defperatc 
circumftances  it .  might  perhaps  be  of  feryice,  I 
declined  with  lefs  obftinacy  to  anfwer  thie  con- 
fidence repofed  in  me  by  the  good  man.     He 
conduced  me  to  the  bed  of  the  patient,  who,  I 
found,  was  fwoln,  covered  with  petechia,  and 
delirious  ;  under  thele  circumftances  my  James's 
powder  could  do  no  harm.     But  unfortunately  I 
had  loft  the  printed  direftion,  pointing  out  the 
dofe,  a  correft  knowledge  of  which  I  ftood  much 
in  need  of,  as  I  had  never  before  feeri  it  ufed,  and 
this  was  the  reafon  why  Mr.  Bordley  gave  me 
the  above  direction.     By  fhewing  any  irrefolti- 
tion  I  fliould  have  leffcned  the  confidence,  which, 
though  very  undefervedly  placed  in  me,,  I  wiflied 
to  preferve.  With  a  tolerable  degree  of  afifurance 
I  gave  her  twenty  grains  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira, 
which  the  patient  took  with  implicit  confidence. 
Four  hours  had  fcalrcely  elapfed,  when  the  en- 
raptured 'Squire  waked  me  again,  to  announce 
the  good  fuccefs  of  my  prefcription.    it  had 
produced  a  ftrong  peripiration  and  evacuations. 
Vol.  IL  C  ,  which 


Jduhich  the  Phyficlan  of  Onondago  .  had,  thefe 
eight  days  paft,  in  vain  endeavoured  to  prociire. 
-On  the  following  niDrning,  prcviouily  to  my  de- 
^^ar-twe,  I  gave  her  ten  grains  more/  Ipft  her.an- 
(jxthcr.'ddfe,  and  departed  loaded  with  the  bleffings 
4ftk^  unfortunate  young  woman,  WhokiiFedmy 
'handsy  my  coat^.  and  would  not  let  me  go.  I 
igc^ve  Mr»  Bingham/ who  cohfulted  me  alio,  fome 
•feftrkj.  and -left  Three  Rivers  Point,  carrying  witli 
rjfte  the  thanks  of  all  the  people  in  the  houfe,  leav- 
jing  behind  a  diftinguiflied  reputation  for  medical 
ftalents,  ai>d  enjoyiagfthe  happinefs  of  having  ae- 
jciiienJtally  done  fomc  good .  by.  my  advice*  The . 
funlucky  ftars  of  the  young  womaii,  whom  Mr. 
'JBinghamiook  into  his  houfe  eight  months  before, 
/had  conduced  her  feducer  into  the  inn,  who  ag- 
xgravated  his  former  offence  by  ufing  her  ill  in  her 
'prefent  fituation.  He  arrived  on  board  a  veffel 
-bound  for  the  diftrid:  of  Geneflee,  w^hither  he  was 
agoing,  in  queft  of  labour;  and  his  condu(9:  had 
;thmwn  my  poor  patient  into  convulfions,  which 
'.my  powder  completely  conquered.  On  my  rc- 
,turri  to  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  caiily  conceived, 
I  ceded  all  the  honour  Q{*the  cure  to  Mr.  Bordley, 
-who  made  me  Ihudder  at  the  medical  experi- 
ment I  had  made.  He  told  me,  that  in  xio  cure 
whatever  James's  pow^der  Ihould  be  given  in  a. 
^  larger  dofe  than  fcven  grains ;  ^t  I  had  faved  the 
!  I  .  poor 
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poor  woman,  whole  life,  by  a  ftrift  obfervance  of 
the  printed  dircftion,  might  perhaps  have  been 
loft. 

The  fpot,  on  which  the  inn  ftands,  belongs  to 
'Squire  Bingham,  who  alfo  poffeflcs  a  few  acres 
contiguous  to  the  building,  and  a  confiderablc 
quantity  of  land  at  fomc  diilance  from  it.  All 
thefe  lands  would  be  tolerably  good,  but  for  their 
marihy,  low,  and  flat  ^iituation,  which  expoies 
thcin  to  frequent  inundations.  The  water  is  abo* 
minable ;  and  tjhe  air  bad, 

ROTTERDAM  AND  LAKE  ONEIDA— MR.  DE 

VATINES. 

The  paiTage  to  Lake  Oneida  was  attended  with 
Ids  difficulties,  than  that  of  the  preceding  days ; 
wc  found  it  excellent,  travelling  in  the  company 
of  the  gentlemen  of  Albany,  one  of : whom  wa^ 
brother  to  the  Deputy-governof  of  New  ^btk^ 
thefecond  one  of  the  richeft  merchants  of  Albany^ 
and  the  third  a  very  refpeAable  lawyer ;  their  be- 
haviour was  frank  and  polite.  We  flopped  at 
fort  Brompton  at  the  entrance  of  the  lake.  This 
ftniftute  alfo  is  fturounded  with  pallifadoes,  crefl> 
^d  laft  year ;  it  ftands  at  the  foot  of  an  ancient 
entrenchment,  cbnftruded  by  the  Englifh  during 
the  American  war,  on  an  advantageous  ground, 
commancHng  the  entranQe  of  the  lake.    The  work 

C  2  was 
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ipas 'thrown  up  in  a  zigzag  figure  j  but  from  the 
remains  no  diftindl  idea  can  be  formed,  how  the 
cannon  could  be  pointed  to  advantage.  All  the 
antiquities  of  this  country  confift  in  the  remains 
of  forts,  built  in  the  wars  of  17  7O  or  1 7  5  6.  Fancy 
muft  live  in  future  agfes,  to  find  occupation  in  this 
infant  country ;  paft  ages  can  exift  here  only  for 
generations  not  yet  born.  :  .  . 
r  The  proprietor  of  the  houfe  had  gone  to  Rot- 
terdam three  days  before.  A  girl  of  fourteen  was 
left  behind  to  take  care  of  .the  houfe,/ and  of  a 
little  brother,  who  was  fick,  and  whom  Ihe  ac- 
tually nurfed  with  a  Iblicitude  truly  affefting. 
The  girl,  poor  thing,  did  all  fhe  could  for  our  ac- 
tommodation,  but  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 
We  fliould  have  Jbeen  obliged  to  content  ourfelves 
with  a  few  fmall  potatoes,  which  we  pulled  up 
4n  the  fields,  if  the  Indians,  who  were  encamped 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  had  not  brought 
ais  a  large  pike,  which  they  had  caught  in  the 
■morning  with  a  harpoon. 

.'  Our  feanien>  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refufed  at 
rfirft  to  proceed  the  fame  evetiing  to  Rotterdam, 
-ten  miles  farther  up  the  lake^  But  from  the  fcan- 
:tinefs  of  our  provifion,  they  altered  their  mind, 
thinking,  that  they  might  be  better  off  in  that 
place.  Rotterdam  is  an  infant  fettlcment,>  formed 
'but  ten  months  ago,  Mr.  Schrjeiber,  a  rich 
"    '  -  Dutch 
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Dutch  merchant,  poffeffes  a  large  tra<Sl  of  land> 
extending  froni  Lake  Ohtario  to  Lake  Oneida. 
He  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  Bruce-creek  as  the 
fite  of  the  chief  place,  and  another  fettlemefnt  he 
has  formed  on  Little  Salmon-creek,  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario.  Bruce-creek  continues  na-* 
vigable  fome  miles  farther  up.  Mr.  Schreibcr 
has  made  a  road  from  Rotterdam  to  his  new  town  ; 
but  all  thefe  fettlements  are  yet  of  no  import- 
ance. The  whole  city  of  Rotterdam,  to  which 
the  founder  has  given  that  name  in  honour  of  his 
native  place,  confifts  of  about  twenty  houfes.  The 
dams,  which  he  conftrufts  for  two  mills  he  is 
building,  have  coft  him  confiderablc  llims  of 
money;  hitherto  he  has  proved  rather  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  conftruftion  of  thefe  dams,  and  has 
feveral  times  been  neceffitated  to  recommence 
them  d-new.  The  grift-mill  is  not  yet  finifhed ; 
the  dams  fecm  not  to  be  of  fufficient  ftrcngth  for 
the  mafs  of  water,  which  they  are  deftined  to 
enclofe  and  direft.  Some  very  expenfn  c  works; 
which  he  has  ereded  at  the  entrance  of  the  treek, 
have  contributed  but  very  little  to  render  them 
more  commodious.  The  money,  which  Mr 
Schreiber  has  expended  on  ^buildings  and  rpads,  is 
eftimated  at  eight  thoufand  dollars.  If  they  were 
conftrafted  on  good  principles,  this  money  would 
have  been  well  fpent.     He  is  now  building  a 

C  3  handfome 
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handfomc  houfe  of  joiner's  work,  where  he  in- 
tends to  keep  a  ftore,  in  company  with  two  part-r 
ners,  who  are  to  manage  this  concern,  to  have  a 
fliare  of  the  profits,  and  to  aft  as  his  agenjts  in 
every  branch  of  the  bufinefs.  A  flore  or  flxop 
affords  here,  as  indeed  it  does  all  over  America, 
the  beft  income,  which  a  man  can  procure,  who 
incurs  a  confiderable  expence  in  forming  a  new 
fettlement.  Mr.  Schreiber,  by  means  of  his  ftore, 
obtains  all  the  iponey  back,  which  he  expends 
fbr  his  building,  &c.  He  fells  his  brandy  for  four 
lliillingi^  and  fixpence  a  qtiart,  rum  for  three  Ihil- 
lings  and  iixpence,  flour  for  fixpence  a  pound, 
and  ten  dollars  and  half  a  barrel,  for  which  Jie 
pays  no  more  than  feven  dollars.  The  profit,  he 
obtains  by  the  fale  of  other  provifion,  is  ftill  more 
confiderable.  The  land,  which  eighteen  months 
ago  he  purchafed  for  one  dollar  an  acre,  cofts  now 
thre^,  but  is  not  much  fought  after.  The  prc- 
fent  fettlers  come  from  New  England  and  the 
environs  of  Albany. 

The  partners  of  Mr.  Schreiber  in  regard  to  his 
ftore  are  Dutchmen,  like  himfelf.  Their  Ihop- 
man  is  a  mulatto,  who  at  the  fame  time  adls  as 
phyfician  and  gardener,  and  feems  to  have  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education*  He  is  faid  to  be  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Welth,  one  of  the  partners. 
Labourers*  wages  are  lat  Rotterdam  four  fiiilUngs 

a  day 
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a  day  with  board,  or  fix  fhillings  and  fixpene© 
without  it.  For  the  bread  for  our  own  confiimp- 
tion  we  paid  nine-pence  a  pound,  about  eighteen 
French  fbxis;  its  ufual  price  is  fixpende.  FreA- 
meat,  when  it  can  be  procured,  coils  eight-pence 
a  pounds  But  thefe  kinds  of  provifion  are  fcarce, 
notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  workmen, 
employed  by  Mr.  Schreiber,  and  cpnfequeAtly 
dear.  Fevers  are  as  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  as  in  any  we  have  hitherto  traverfed. 

Mr*  Vanallen  found  here  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  his  whole  cargo,  as  well  as  one  of  his  vcf- 
fels,  but  at  a  lower  price  than  he  hoped- to  ob- 
tain. His  flour  he  fold  here  for  eight  dollars  a 
barrel,  and  at  the  Ofwego-falls  for  eight  dollars 
and  a  quarter.  He  concluded  this  bargam  With 
feveral  fhop-kecpers,  and  as  it  took  up  the  ^holc 
Dooming,  we  gained  fufficient  time  to  vifit  a 
Frenchman,  who  enjoyed  thereputation  of  being 
a  very  Ikilful  gardener.  Although  we  found  him 
bufied  in  gathering  potatoes  and  onions,  yet  both 
iis  phyfiognomy  and  demeanour  rharked  him  as 
a  man  of  Ibme  diftindion ;  and  we  foon  learned 
from  him>  that  not  long  ago,  he  poifeflcd  a  vif- 
count's  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lifle. 
His  father  had  fpent  a  part  of .  his  property ;  he 
himfelf  was  rather  prodigal,  and  fold  for  this 
rcafon  his  fmaill  eftate  for  twenty-four  thoufanii 

.    C  4  .  livres. 
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Mvrt&i  before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  to 
try  his  fortune  with  this  money  in,  America, 
Having  funk  this  fum  alfo,  in  imprudent  enter- 
prifes  and  ufeleis  expence,  he  was  at  length  obliged 
to.  refbrt  to  agriculture  for  his  livelihood.     His 
name  is  Vatines,  and  he  has. already  reiided 
three  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Oneida. 
A  whole  twelvemonth  he  pafled  with  the  In- 
dians^  whom  he  highly  praifes,  and  afterwards 
refided  with  his  vvife, alone  on  an  ifland  in  the 
lake,  where  he  cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  land. 
About^  fifteen  months  ago  he  fettled  in  Rotter- 
dam, where  Mr.  Schreiber  fold  him  one  hundred 
acres  on  very  fair  and  reafonable  terms.     By  his 
own  confeffion,  the  various  changes  of  his  place 
of  refidence,  have,  been  regulated  by  the  incon- 
flancy  of  his  charafter,  rather  than  by  mature  de- 
liberation.  He  is  about  thirty  years  old,  fprightly, 
obliging,  always  merry,   inured  to  labour,   and 
never  troublefome  vvith  complaints  of  his  fate. 
But  he  is  prejudiced  againft  the  Americans,  oh 
account  of  their  unfair  dealings  in  the  courfe  of 
bufmefs,  as  he  fays,  and  efpeciaily,  becaufe  they 
are  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.     He  lives, 
however,  on  very  good  terms,  with  all  the  inha** 
bitants  of  Rotterdam  ;  thqjiigh,  in  his.  judgment, 
they  are  even  worfe.than'»other  Americans.     He 
affifts  them  in  their  bufinefs,  accepts  their  affift- 

ance 
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fence  in  his  btifinels,  and  fells  them  at  the  higheft 
poffiblc  rate  the  produce  of  his  fmall  garden,, 
which  is  well  cultivated  and  ftocked  with  cvlu 
nary  plants.    He  was  extremely  pleafed  with  fee- 
ing his  countrymen,  and  offered  us  all  the  vege- 
tables in  his  garden,  without  accepting  a  fliilling 
in  return.     All  his  ideas  are  fixed  on  France,  and 
on  the  moment,  when  peace  fhall  allow  him  to 
return  into  a  country,  which  he  prefers  to  any 
other.     Dry  bread  in  France  he  would  not  ex- 
change for  property  and  wealth  in  any  other  part 
of  the  globe.     This  frame  of  mind  is  common  to 
all  Frenchmen.     With  the  utmofl  concern  he 
enquired  after  news   relative   to  the  armies  of 
France  and  their  fucceffes.   To  judge  by  our  con- 
verfation  with  him,  he  feems  to  pqfTefs  more  ac- 
tivity than  judgment.     His  fentiments  concern- 
ing the  French  revolution  are  thofe  of  an  honefl 
Frenchman.   He  poffefTed  fome  books,  the  choice 
of  which  was  ihuch  to  his  credit — ^Montefquieu, 
Buffon,  Corneille,  and  a  great  variety  of  travels. 
After  having  made  away  with  his  jewels,  his 
deaths  and  his  linen,  he  was  at  lafl  obliged  to 
part  with  his  library  at  half  the  price,  which  they 
would  have  fetched  oven  in  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia.   The  keeper  of  the  ilore  was  the  only 
«an  ththin  a .  Ipace  of  two  hundred  miles,  who  * 
could  procure  him  a  purchafer,  in  the  perfon  of  a 

rich 
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rich  DutchmaB>  who  had  ^fettled  a-  fejv  milcB 
from  Rotterdam.  We  wiflaed  to  fee  Madame 
Vatines  ;  ihe  is  about  twenty-rfour  years  of  age> 
pretty  arid  good ;  her  eyes  are  beautiful ;  her  look 
has  much  fweetnefs  and  expreffion,  aad  it  feems 
that  fhe,  lilce  many  other,  wives,  loves  hei^  huf- 
band  with  more  tendemefs>  than  he  returns.  No^ 
Ihould  I  anywife  be  furprjfed,  if  the  expreflions 
and  light  tone  of  her  hufband  Ihould  inlpire  her 
with  jealoufy,  although,  he  appeare  to  he  much 
attached  to  her.  She  is  mother  of  three  children, 
the  oldeft  of  whom  is  ten  years  old  ;  ihe  is  of  a 
nlild  and  cheerful  difpofition,  fenfible  and  judici- 
ous. She  makes  hay,  bakes .  bread,  cpoks,  ai^d 
'  yet  her  hands  are  very  handlbme.  She  is  as  little 
pleafed  with  America  as  her  hulband,  efpfecially 
the  environs  of  Lake  Oneida;  and  ihe  encourages 
him  in  the  defire  of  refiding  at  leaft  in  the  fanie 
place  with  fome  other  French  families.  She  felt 
much  pJeafure  in  our  company,  and  enjoyed  with 
us,  Ihe  faid,  more  happinefs  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  than  ihe  would  with  Americans,  if  flue 
lived  tcifi  years  among  them.  This*  fort  of  aver- 
lion,  or  this  diflike  of  An^iericans,  is  common  to 
all  the  Frenchmen,  you  mej t  with  in  this,  part  of 
the  globe.  However  roughly  .  they  may.  have 
been  handled  by  fate,  tji^  dernand  pleafing  forms, 
verlatility  of  expreflipn,  mildness, .  chsftrfulnsfe 

and 
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and  a  frank  and  open  demear^our.  Their  ralh- 
nefe  in  forming  opinions,  and  their  prejudices, 
never  leave  them.  Although  they  may  without 
injuilice  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  outward 
appearance  of  the  Americans  is  lefs  pleafing  than 
ours ;  yet  they  are  certa'mly  unjufl:  in  contending, 
that  they  are  lefs  honeft,  than  other  people.  No- 
thing, that  has  come  within*  my  obfervation,  can 
juftify  fuch  an  opinion.  We  learned  from  Mr. 
Vatihes,  that  Mr.  Desjardins,  and  not  the 
Abbe  Desjardins,  as  we  were  told  ^t  Niagara,  had 
bought  of  Mr.  Ma  combe  of  Paris  three  hiuidred 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  along;  the  banks  of  the 
Black  River  in  Hunger-bay,  in  company  with 
t*o  other  Frenchmen,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Faron, 
an  archited:,  was  lately  drowned,  in  croffing  the 
Black  River.  They  are  now  liirveying  thefe  lands» 
on  which  they  intend  to  form .  large  iettlemcnts. 
Mr.  Desjardins  is  faid  to  be  a  man  of  consider- 
able property ;  he  is  married,  and  at  prefcnt  en- 
gaged in  building  a  houie  in  Albany.  All  thefc 
particulars  we  learned  fromt  Mr.  Vatines,  whom 
we  left  with  the  promife  of  a  mutual  kind  re- 
membrance. Rotterdam  Hands  on  the  borders 
of  the  county  of  H^rkpmer,  to  which  it  belongs. 


WOOD- 
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WOOD-CREEK. 

Lake  Oneida  is  twenty-eight  miles  in  length, 
about  eighteen  of  which  remain  yet  to  be  crofled, 
before  we  leave  it.  You  fee  not  one  building,  or 
any  fettlement  along  the  banks  of  the  lake,  ex- 
cepting a  farm-houfe,  built  by  Mr.  Vandekamp 
(the  fame  who  bought  Mr.  Vatines^s  books),  and 
fituated  five  miles  from  Rotterdam.  Endlefs. 
forefts,  an  indifferent  foil,  and  no  eminence,  ap- 
pear towards  the  north.  The  country  rifes  more 
fouthwards,  where  mountains  come  in  view,  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  in  a  direc-' 
tion  parallel  to  the  lake.  Thefe  mountains  a/re 
the  fame,  which  we  faw  on  Lake  Ontario,  on 
our  way  froni  Kingfton  to  Ofwego.  Lake  Oneida 
IS  from  five  to  fix  miles  in  breadth.  On  its  fouth- 
caft  bank,  a  few  miles  from  the  Ihore,  ftands  the 
Indian  village  of  Oneida.  This  nation  is  now^ 
engaged  in.  concluding  a  treaty,  by  which  it  is  to 
fell  the  country,  fouth  of  Oneida-lake,  called  the 
Oncidia  Refervation,  to  the  ftate  of  New  York.; 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  this 
treaty ;  all  I  know  is,  that  the  nation  arc  to  re- 
tain a  tra<5t  'of  land  of  twelve  fquare  miles  in  ex- 
tent, which  is  to  be  fecured  to  them  by  all  pof- 
fible  means,  together  with  the  right  of  a  free 
fifliery  in  the  lake-  But  a  few  years  ago,  the  Oneida 

Indians 
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Indians  were  poiTeflbrs  of  the  immenfe  extent  of 
country,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Amc- 
rican  fpeculators  in  land.  That  theie  lands  fhauld 
come  into  iuch  hands,  as  are  able  to  put  them 
into  a  good  condition,  can  be  no  matter  of  regret, 
efpccially  as  the  Indians  conicnt  to  it.  But  might 
it  not  be  poffible,  to  form  fettlements  amidft  thefe 
people,  to  civilize  them  by  agriculture,  and  tp 
inftrud:  them  by  example  ?  This  tribe,  it  is  af- 
fcrted,  encreafes  rather  than  decreafes  in  num- 
bers. If  this  Were  true,  it  would  be  the  only  in- 
ftance  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  yet  known, 
and  deferves  encouragement.  Civilization  is  faiti 
to  ha^ve  already,  in  fome  meaiurc,  gained  ground 
among  the  Indians,  and  agriculture  to  have  reach- 
ed a  higher  degree  of  perfedion  with  them  than 
in  any  other  tribe.  The  negociations,  we  were 
informed,  meet,  however,  with  obftruftions, 
which  are  lil^ely  to  impede  a  fuccefsful  iffue.  Gre- 
neral  Schuyler,  who  conduces  them  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  intends  to  pur- 
chafe  all  the  land  on  his  own  account,  experiences 
a  ftrong oppofition  from  Timothy  Pickering, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  faid  to  be  dilplcaled, 
that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  in  for  a  Ihare  in 
the  propofed  indemnification.  Thefe  particulars, 
which  I  have  from  perfons,  who  think  thcm- 
felves  t^ell-informed,  may  yet  \>c  mere  fcmidaL- 

ous 
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ous  tepotts,  aWbough  they  cany  no  ittipfobabiUty 
with  them.* 

We  counted  on  advancing  a  few  miles  on  the 
Wodd-creefc,  1>efore  we  fhould  ftop,  when  we 
fell  in  with  our  company  from  Albany,  who  had 
haked  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.  A  fit  of  the  ague 
.  had  obliged  Mr.  Van  Renfclaer  to  put  a  period 
to  this  day^s  journey  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  gentlemen  propofed  to  us,  to  flop 
iikewife ;  our  conduftor  accepted  the  propolal, 
and  our  confent  Was  a  matter  of  courle.  Wt 
paffed  the  night  in  fcratching,  rather  than  in  fleep; 
for  the  marangouins-  aiid  other  fmall  gnats  are 
njore  numerous  and  trauMefome,  along  the  banks 
of  the  Wood-creek,  than'  in  any  other  part  of 
theie  wiWemeffes.  We  were  obliged  to  iend 
lor  water,  to  a  Spring;  Hv'hich  was  known  to  the 
people  on  board  onr  veffcl,  but  three  miles  diftant. 
This  water,  though  bad  in  itfelf,  was  excellent 
in  comparifbn  with  the  muddy,  mephitic  and 
ftagnant  water  of  Wood- creek,  and,  with  nirri, 
was  drinkable.  Our  dinner  'confided  of  fome 
•potatoes,  which  were  left  from  our  laft  meal  at 

*  The  negociationa,  tncntioned  by  the  author,  aftually 
led  to  the  tfeaty  of  ,1795,  by  which  the  Oneida  nation  fold 
the  Oneida. refervation  to  the  ftate  of  New  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  three  thoufarid  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

Rotterdam ; 
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Mferdim;  \v^  hftd  plenty  of  biffcjuit}  an<ial^ 
though  we  v^tv^  badly  off  in  every  refpe^,  yet 
we  found,  that  thkig^  might  ht  woife. 


CANADA  CREEK. 


Wood-cj«ek  is  the  fmall  ftreafla  <!>f  Lak^  Onei-i 
da;  at  its  motith  it  is'  iTcarce  Ibrtecn  yards  in 
breadth,  and  ibmewhat  farther  up  hardly  eight. 
The  courfe  of' this  crieefc  being  a  continued  fcr- 
peatine  winding,  the  diftance  from  its  iburcc  to 
Hit  mouth,  which  in  k  ftraight  line  is  eftimated 
at  forty  miles,  is  trebled  by  thefe  ifieander^.  It 
is  under  contemplation  to  conftruift  a  can&l,  in- 
tdhded  to  cut  off  feveral  of  thefe  windings,  and 
to  retain  a  pitt  of  its  prefent  channel.  The  mo- 
derate mafe  of  water,  contained  in  this  ftream,  i& 
4lfo  obtruded  by  a  confiderable  number  of  trees, 
rooted  out  and  fwept  along  by  the  ftream  in  fpring 
and  autumn,  when  it  overflows  its  banks.  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  a  veffel  works  her  Way 
through  thefe  incumbranceis.  This  lluggifh  river 
has  probably  taken  its  name  from  the  great  num-* 
bar  of  tmnks  of  trees,  which  obftru<3:  the  naviga- 
tion, and  rot  in  the  water;  for,  otherwife,4t  has 
no  better  claim  to  the  name  of  Wood- creeks  than 
aD  other  finall  rivers  and  lakes  in  America,  which 
iti  gftniral  flow  through  woods.  This  navigation 
is, -in  my  dpinioii,-far  more-troublcfome,  then-that 

of 


of  the  OfWego;  at  leaft  it  is  equally  fo ;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  expelled,  that  the  propofed  canals  were 
it  even  finiflied,  and  kept  in  good  repair,  ikoi^ld 
for  ever  remove  the  impediments,  which  obftrudl 
the  navigation.  •  Throughout  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  creeki  it  receives  only  the  waters  of  Canada 
Creek ;  which,  excepting  fo;*  two  months  in  the 
yejar,  difcharges  into  it  but  a  fmall  quantity  of 
water.  But,  in  fpring,  it  rifes  in  fo  extraordinary 
a  degree,  that  the  trees,  under  which  we  are  now 
paflin^  along,  an.d  the  branchfe?  of  whiqh  -hang 
two, feet  above  our  heads,  were,  laft  M?iy,  covferc^ 
with  water  in  fuch.a  manner,  that  the  fanie  vef- 
fel^  in  which  we  now  find  ourfelves,  at  that  time 
.paffed  over  the  trees,  without  noticing  their  e^^iftr 
cnce.  ; 

On  the  arrival  of  veiTels  in  Canada  Crack,  they 
muft  be  unloaded  to  pafs  nine  or  ten  miles  far- 
ther, the  laft  two  of  which  cannot,  be  paiTed  at 
all,,  if  the  miller,  who  pofleffes  a  mill  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  creek,  allow  not  his  water  to  flow 
into  the  creek,  which  he  fometimes  rcfufes.  The 
.cargoes  of  the  veflels  are  tranfported  in  waggons, 
about  ten  or  eleven  miles ;  the  paffengers  travel 
over  the  fame  ground,  as  they  choofe,  or.  as  they 
can*  -The  veflels  themlelves,  when  they  have  ap- 
proached the  Iburce  of  Wood-creek  within  one 
or  two  miles,  are  put  on  ^waggons,  to  pais  the 

inter\'al. 
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intchral,  which  feparatcs  the  lake  we  havie  juft 
left  from  Mohawk  River>  where  they  arc  launched 
again. 

Although  our  party  had  formed  the  bold  re- 
folution  of  pufliirig  on  to  the  h^ad  of  Mohawk 
River,  we  halted  at  Canada  Creek,  refolved  to  let 
the  reffel  proceed  onwards  in  rtioonfliine,  and  to 
J)Urliie>  ourielvesi  the  voyage  on  the  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  dayi  The  foil  was  all  along  of  a 
black  colour  ahd  excellent  quality ;  although  it 
did  not  cover  the  rocky  ground  to  any  confider- 
able  depth. 

In  the  whole  cburfe  of  our  liavigatioh  on  the 
Wood-creek,  twenty- four  miles  in  length,  ,we 
iaw  not  one  building,  and  found  but  one  fpring, 
called  Oakorchard)  whieh  was  four  minutes  fill- 
ing a  finall  glafs,  aiid  the  water  of  which  was 
but  of  a  middling  quality* 

iFORT  STANWIX. 

f 

In  th6  fevening  we  generally  fay>  vte  flhRill  be 
awake  early  in  the  niorning»  But  this  frequently 
not  being  the  cafe,  a  fatiguing  journey  is  pro- 
traded  ih  a  tedious-  manner,  and  a  good  night- 
lodging  IS  more  feldom  obtained  in  a  country, 
where  in  general  fuch  lodging  is  exceedingly  rare. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  cannot  poffibly  be 
avoided  by  a  numerous  party,  compofed  of  people 

Vol.  IL  D  labouring 
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labouring  under  infirmities  and  ibnd  of  gq&.  Ow 
veffels  had  not  yet  ftartcd  at  fix  in  the  morning  ; 
the  waggons  had  not  yet  arrived ;  and  it  was 
{trtn  o'clock  before  we  left  Mr.  Gilbert's  inn, 
which  we  found  tolerably  good,  and  which  would 
have  been  much  better,  had  our  company  been 
kfs  numerous.  Rotterdam  we  had  left  foil  of 
fick  people ;  we  were  now  about  fifty  miles  fiom. 
it,  had  feen  tho  other  houfe ;  and  the  firft  we  en- 
t-ered  was  no  idfs  an  infirmary.  The  landlady, 
the  maid,  ^he  man-fervant,  were  all  indifpofed 
with  the  ague,  and  the  few  neighbours,  of  the  inn 
were  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  the  Gilbert  fana^ily. 
The  land  along  Woo  i-w I:,  which  is  not  of 
great  value,  being  :•  .jc  ;  to  inundation,  cofts 
three  dollars  the  acre.  '1  uo  price  of  tha^  about 
Gilbert's  houfe  i&five  dollars,  andiit  i$  but  of  mitj* 
dling  quality.  The  conftruftion  of  the  canal  i^;-* 
duces  the  proprietors  to  raife  the  price  of  the  land, 
though  it  is  not  frequently  fought  after ;  and  in 
truth,  i  am  at  a  Ipfs  to  conceive^  how  any  one 
can  be  tempted  to  inhabit  the*  banks  of  this  mi- 
fibrable  creek.  MelTfs.  Van  RenfeJaer  and  Vaa- 
alkn,  the  two.  fick  members  of  our  party,  made 
the  tour  on  horseback ;  Mr.  Henry,,  Mr.  Stout3> 
a,nd  myfelf,  travelled  on  foot ;  and  Dupetit- 
thouars,  paffionat^ly  fond  of  veffek  aad  naviga- 
tion, followed  the  boa^t^  to.h.dp..  them  along. 

Since 
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Slilcfe  We  begahto  travel  tbgetRfef,'hot  d  momeVilf 
has  palTed,  but  I  have  Gongfetul^ted  myfelf  bn  ihf 
travelling  iii  his  company ;  h'e  k  thfe  moft  qmtti 
cheerful,  and  pleafint  cohipanidn  ;  he  plays  ^ith 
children,  coriveries  with  ex:quifite  fenfe  with  men; 
tVho  deferve  his  notice ;  drinks^  with  officers,  ani 
rows  with  feamen — ever  brave,  Isver  fimple,  dn3 
for  this  teafpn  profpcring,  in  foffcie  tneafurfe,  every 
Whcr^. 

The  whole:  tra<5l  of  countfjr,  through  wkich 
this  river  flows,  from  brie  extremity  to  thfe  bther. 
Is  called  Fort  Stanwix,  and  takei^  its  name  froni 
a  fort,  eredled  fot  the  protection  bf  the  com- 
munication between  the  twd  ends  of  the  riveh 
Cdonel  St.  Leger,  ih  order  to  attack  this  fort, 
attempted  the  difficult  navigation  of  Wood- 
tfeek,  ftill  more  obftruded  by  thfe  trees,  which 
the  Americans  had  purpofely  thrown  into  the 
ufcaifr.  He  iuccceded  in  penetrating  to  the  fort, 
which  he  befieged,  but  the  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne^s  army  put  ^ 
fpeedy  end  to  the  fiege.  I  learned  from  General 
Sinicoe,  that  on  this  retreat  the  Englifh  troopi 
loft  rfiore  men  frorii  the  Indians  firing  on  therri, 
th^n  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Americans.  Wc 
hdt^d  oA  the  fpbt  whete  Wood-cteek  entirely 
'  ceaffes  to  be  navigable,  vety  near  to  its  Iburce. 

Thd  inii  of  Mr.  STiiRisfET  was  full  of  people 
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iadirpofed  with  the  ague.  The  whole  neij 
hood  was  crowded  with  others  in  the  fame  con- 
dition }  and,  by  his  account,  numbers  of  travellers 
are  daily  arriving,  who  have  not  efcaped  the  in- 
fluence of  the  tainted  air  and  q(  the  contagion, 
which  prevails  in  the  diftrift  of  Geneflce.  Within 
this  laft  fortnight  the  flux  has  joined  the  fever, 
already  fufiiciently  dreadful  in  itfelf ;  it  rages  with 
all  the.  violence  of  an  epidemical  difeafe,  and  car- 
ries off  a  great  many  people.  At  every  door,  at 
which  we  flopped,  we  obferved  the  fame  yellow 
j^alenefs  in  every  face,  and  received  the  fame  ac- 
counts. Having,  at  lengths  reached  the  place  on 
the  river  Mohawk,  where  we  were  to  embarks 
we  found  Mr.  Renfelaer  in  a  fit  of  the  ague.  An 
hour  after,  arrived  the  mate  of  Mr.  Vanallen  s 
veffel,  feized  with  the  iame  illnefs^  and  laft  of  all 
came  Dupetitthouars,  the  Hercules  of  ouf  party, 
complaining  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  head-ache,  and 
cold  fliiverings.  The  poor  man- had  felt  thefe 
iymptoms  thefe  two  days,  but  concealed  it  from 
me,  left  I  fliould  repeat  my  eameft  entrieaties  to 
him,  not  to  undergo  iuch  exceffive  fatigue.  Every 
one  of  our  party,  who  felt  not  quite  iick,  began 
now  to<  examine,  whether  he  were  not  deceived 
in  his  opinion  of  being  well;  the  fear  of  being  at- 
tacked by  the  univerfalcontagion  was  openly  con- 
feifed ;  and  the  whole  converfation  turned  upon 
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the  means  of  cfcaping  it,  on  the  moft  wholcfpme' 
food,  and  the  beft  remedies.    Our  whole  day  was 
fpent  in  this  manner ;  for  our  veffels,  which  had 
(et  out  at  fcven  o'clock  in  the  morning, '  did  hot 
arrive  until  nine  in  the  evening.    The  great  num- 
ber of  the  lick  in  the  countrjr,  attention  to  the; 
patients  of  pur  own  party,  and  the  waiting  for 
the  veffels,  prevented  me  from  coUeAing  infor- 
mation.    What  little  intelligence  I  obtained  is  as 
follows  :-~The  land  on  the  Mohawk  Riyer  cqfts 
five  dollars  an  acre.     The  fcttlers  in  t^his  town- 
ihip,  which  wg.s  formed  fix  or  feven  years  ago,* 
come  moft  of  them  from  Connefticut ;  among 
theie  are  many  MethoAifts,  Baptifts  and  Epifco-^ 
palians;  Ijut  the  major  part  arf  Prelbyterians, 
pivine  feryice  is  performed  in  private  houfes, 
and  pretty  regularly  attended ;  but  from  want  of 
preachers  all  the  prayers  are  read  fticceffiyely  by 
a  member  of  the  congregation ;  and  in  this  con- 
fifts  the  whole  fervicc. 

MAYER'S  TAVERN— MOHAWK  RIVER. 

I  had  cheriflied  a  hope,  that  Dupetitthouars's. 
ftiflfcrings  would  be  fjinilbed  in  half  a  day,  and 
that  this  would  be  the  only  puriilhment  for  the 
cxceffive  fatigue,  which  he  had  very  imprudently 
undergone.  But  the  ague  has  adhaally  made  its 
appearance,  with  all  the  iymptoms  w:hich  charac- 
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t|rA'^  thm.mhdy^'.  Qur  fvtvi^^y?.n  is  atreijie^js. 
un|)ieafant^  up^ro:vi,ded  as  yye  ar?  with  anjr  mfaii,^ 
qf  ^ffiftance.  Although  exha\i^ed  by  fat^^j^ 
and  fcorched  by  the  fun,  from  wh.ich  nothing 
can  proteft  us  in  this  vexatious  veiTel,  we  have 
yet  not  been  ;n  a  bed  for  thefe  eighit  daYs  paft. 
Independently  o/  my.apprehenfion  for  my  com- 
panion,  I  naoft  devoutly  wifli.  to  fee  the  end  oC*. 
this  paffa^e,  and  yet  qur  arrival,  in,  Albany  is  cgn.- 
tiijiually  delayed  by  n^>y  obftrvdli^ns.  The  n^vi- 
gation  of  the  Moljia,wk  River  is^  fortunately  not 
like  that  of  the  ri^vers,  \ve  have  paffed  lately.  W^ 
cjefcend  gently  with  tl^ie  ftream  ;  afid  although  its. 
channel  is  in  forne  places  obftru,6ted  \yith  Xx^^% 
"  yet  they  nxay  be  eafily  cleared.  It  receives  niajpiy 
irnall  creeks  and  fpi|ings,  the  water  of  which  is^ 
excellent ;  for  thefe  four  days  paft  we  had,  not  n^et 
with  any  tolerable  water.  The  foil  is  good  al|. 
along  the  way  w^e  have  travelled;,  b.ut  gro^ys  bet- 
ter, in  proportion  as  you  procce4  to,  a  greater.  dipCT. 
tance  from  the  fource  of  the  ftream.  The  fettle- 
ments  ar?  more  fl)ifnerpu§,  ^Ipeci^llyon  the  right 
bank.  Ten  mil§s  farther  on^  thpy  l^cgia  Ijkewjfe 
to  be  fo.  oh.  the  left  'b^nk ;  ar^d  here  the  coip-i, 
munication  between  the  fettlers  on  both  fides 
is  kep^  up  by  wood^Jrx  bridgesi^  Ten.  miles  fronq^ 
Fort  Stanwix/the  price  of  land,  is  from  five  to, fix 
dollars^  p^r  e^cre.     A  great  part  i^  leafed  out  for 
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life;  the  leffee  agrees  to  pay  the  pr(>prtetor  a  cer- 
taift  ftim  per  acre,  as  long  as  He  cultivates  it* 
The  leafe  is  generally  granted  fpr  t\ivct  lives/ 
which  he  can  jchoofe  at  |)leaf\flre,  or  for  his  owr 
life  and  the  lives  of  hh  ehiW^en,  The  man,  in 
whofe  houie  \Ve  bsreakfafted,  holds  otje  hundred 
acres  by  tbis.  tenure,  but  not  from  the  fifft  owner ; 
aad  thus  without  having  had  the  right  of  choof^ 
ing  the  lives,  the  duration  of  which  is  to  deterr 
mine  the  period  of  hi^  leafe.  Only  nineteen  acres 
have  bcea  yet  cleared>,  for  he  fettled  here  only 
fifteen  Snonthsv  ago.  Ten  of  thefe  acres,  which- 
are  fown  with  wheat,  yield  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  bufliels  an  acre ;  a  produce,  which  aiibrdi 
kirn  not  only  lubfiftence,  but  alfo  a  luffitrieht  over- 
fha  to  pay  his  rent. 

SCHUYLERTOWN. 

The  fettlement  of  Schuylertown  is  the  moft 
Confiderable  we  have  hitherto  feen,  lince  we  left 
Wilkfbarre.  It  is  a-  traft  of  country  populoufly 
fettled,  rather  than  an"  infaiit  fettlement ;  thoughv 
its  occupation  commenced  but  in  1785.  The- 
land,  which  at  that  time  cod  a  few  pence  the^ 
acre,  and  three  years  ago  no  more  than  fivd  dol- 
lars, is  now  fold,  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tt>wn,  but  alfo  fifteen  miles  beyond  it,  for  nineteen- 
or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.     General  Schuyler^ 

D4  and 


40  TRAVIBLS  I'HRdUGH 

and  Df.  Blight  are  the  original  proprietors  of  a 
great  part  of  thefe  lands^  which  they  purchafed 
from  the  ftate.  A  road  from  Alhapy  to  the  dif-? 
tri<3:  of  Gcneffee,  which  runs  by  this  town,  oc- 
Calions  a  number  of  perfbns  to  pafs  this  way,  be- 
fide  thofe  who  come  by  water.  Colonifts  from 
New  England  form  the  moft  cor^fiderable  part 
of  the  population  of  this  rich  and  opulent  fettlcr 
ment.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  yields,  per 
acre,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bufliels  of  grain. 
Day-labourers  are  eafily  obtained;  their  wages 
r'-e  generally  four  Ihillings  a  day,  and  fix  Ihillings 
in  barveft.  Wheat  is  cut  with  the  fickle.  The 
harveft  turns  out  plentiful,  this  year;  and  the 
price  of  flour,  which  was  hitherto  nine  dollars  a 
barrel,  has  already  gotten  down.  The  inhahitanta 
are  bufied  in  gathering  in  their  crops ;  and  the 
country  has  an  appearance  pf  prpfperity  and 
plenty. 

The  town  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  houfes;,  many  of  which  are  well  built;  of 
two  churches,  one  belonging  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  other 
to  members  of  the  Epifcopal  church.  The  other 
ic<3:s  have  churches  in  the  furrounding  country. 
This  town  is  the  capital  pf  the  county  ofHerke-r 
mer,  which,  by  the  laft  computation,  contained 
twcntyrfive  thouiaud  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
'"  '  '     -         •  three 
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three  inhabitants,^  Both  the  jail  and  court* 
houfc  were  built  three  years  ago ;  and  rates  have^ 
but  very  lately,  been  affefled,  to  rcimburfe  the 
expcnce.  The  quotas  of  the  inhabitants  are  railed  ' 
on  the  fame '  principlejs,  as  all  other  taxes,  and 
m  very  trifling.  The  aggregate  liira  of  all  the 
taxts  amounts  fcarcely  to  fixpence  in  the  pound. 
One  or  two  paupers,  ilifJported  by.  voluntary  con-? 
tributions,  conftitute  the  w^hole  burthen  upon  the 
charity  of  the  townlhip.  The  roads  are  good; 
the  country  is  beautifully  pleafant,  and  almoft 
entirely  cleared.  Cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers. Freih  meat  may  be  had  at  all  times,  and 
cofts  fixpence  a  pound.  One  grift-mill  and  three 
faw-mills  within  a  fpacc  of  four  miles  around 
the  town,  promote  its  profperity.  All  tht  pro- 
vifion,  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  country, 
in  winter  is  lent  to  Albany.  The  number-  of 
houfes  naay  be  augmented  in  the  town,  but  the 
profperous  and  fiourilhing  condition  of  the  coun- 
try admits  of  hardly  any  encreafe.  All  the  lands 
along  the  Mohawk  River  arc  of  a  very  good  qua- 
lity; the  uncleared ,  parts  bear  none  but  Ibund 
and  large  trees,  and  the  ground  under  cultivation 

*  The  county  of  Herkemer  contains,  by  the  ftate  cenfus, 
of  1796,  twenty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy^ 
three  inhabitants,  of  whom  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
pty-one  are  eleftors. — Tranjl^iri 
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w  cxXxm^y  pj^d^^teve.  The  country  is.  cycrf-* 
where  high,  healthful,  well:  watered,  and  doubt- 
Jfifs  one  of  the  fineft  parts  of  the  Unitedr  States^- 
Intermittent  fevers  ase  not  more  firequent  here^ 
than  in  all  healthy  axid  fettled  coisiatries.;  few 
perfoni3  are  ^ided  with  that  diftcnupet,  b«it  thq 
fiu^  13  at  this  time  naakimg  ibmc  xa^v^ear  «ng$>ng 
the  inhabiijtants* 

GERMAN  FLATS. 

Thie  German  Flats  arc  ftill  more  beeutifiil, 
than  lie  country  about ;  Schuyltctsown.  Thia 
cfiabliflairieiiJ!  was  formed  aWut  ei^ty  years  ago;.. 
Dutchmen  2md  Germans  were  the  firft  fettlersw 
$iHce  that  time  other  families,  from  G^rmaay  and 
Holland  haye  jpined  the  aacicBrt  coloniifa,  a«d 
Qumerous.  ffettkrs  contiime  to  arriyeirQiM  thoic 
part-Sy  as  w«ll  as  othet  European,  countries.  The 
QtjinRJi  tongue  and  German  manners  have  been: 
prefejived  among  the  familie3  ofi  the  original; 
flmtspf^'  Yet  this  language.is^  not  cxclufively  the* 
Speech)  Q^ the  diftrid:,  as  in  Beading;  and  Laii^cafler. 
The  German  Flats  are  famous  throughout  Ame* 
^ca>  oh.  account  of  their  fertility.  The  fruitful 
foil  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  depth  ;  the 
eminences,  which  bound  thefe  low  grounds,  pof- 
fefs  the  fame  foil ;  many  of  them  are  high  moun- 
tains, cultivated  up  tp  the  fununits,  which  iiiv 
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ibpae  places^  ^ire  frowned  with  bea\itiful  meadows, 
Xbe  ftaplc  commodity  is  wheat ;  but  Indian^* 
?ojPj  b^;:k-rwfheat,  water-melons,  and  gourds,  are 
^l(o  eultivated.  AH  plants  are  here  of  an  uncom- 
Ti^  fize,  and  a  peculiar  flayour,  efpecially  pota* 
toes, .  They  t\rq  my  favourite  food, .  when  I  am 
OB  ^  journey  ;  efpecially  at  prefcnt^j  when  they 
are  the  only  frefti  vegetables,  which  can  be  had. 
Mofqover,  they  feem  to  be  prophylaxies  in  the 
febri;fic  atmofphere,  in  which  we  are  travelling. 
Some  lands,  in  the  Flats,  clofe  to.  the  river, 
would  not  be  fold  for  lefs  tl^a^  one  hundred,  or 
om  bvndred  and  thirty  dollars  an  aero.  Cattle 
arc  hei;e  neither  numerous  i;ior  of  a  fine  breed. 
Horfes  are  reaped  in  the  greateft  number ;  but 
%fe  I  have  feen  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty ; 
fcyeral  of  them  arc  put  to  a  waggon  by  the  far- 
?^Ws.  The  h^veft  i&  uncommonly  plentiful; 
^Ad  it  is  here  fpeedily  honied,  as  labourers  may 
^Q  e^dy  procured.  But,  what  a  difference  be- 
tween the  grave  alfiduity  of  this  people,  apd  the 
^^J^Qcrful,  merjcy,  and  melodious  activity  of  our 
K^apers  in  France  !  The  harvcft  is  and  was  there 
^  fcaft,  a  time  of  pleafure  as  of  bleflings.  All 
V^ro  content.  Qld  people  and  children,  man 
^^d  wife,  youi:)g  men  and  girls,  all  participated 
^  this  univerlftl,  real,  noify,  and  contagious 
^i?th,  wljich,  far  from  interrupting  the  labour, 
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inspirited  the  labourers  to  greater  zeal  and  excr* 
tion.  The  time  of  hay-making  and  the  vintage 
— v^hat  an  univerfal  joy,  charming  giddinefs,  and 
jdelightful  ipeftaclc;,  did  they  not  afford,  fit  to 
enrapture  the  oldeft  breaft !  What  nation  under- 
ft^nds  better  to  enjoy  happinefs,  than  the  amiable 
French  ?  Ah !  ^m  I  never  to  celebrate  a  harveft- 
home  but  on  a  foreign  foil  ? 

The  corn  in  the  German  Flats,  although  un-: 
Commonlyfine,  would  be  ftill  finer,  if  the  fields 
were  cultivated  \yith  more  care ;  the  farmers  ge- 
nerail/neglea  to  free  them  from  weeds  in  fpring. 
Noxious  plants  fhoot  up,  therefore,  mord  copi- 
oufly,  in  proportion  as  the  foil  is  richer,  and  ob- 
ftrudt  the  growth  of  the  com.  The  form  of  the 
fields,  the  expanfc  of  tlie  banks  of  the  river,  arid 
the  Iwelling  hills  and  mountains,  offer  a  delight-^ 
fill  veriegated  profpe^,  the  charnis  of  which  arc 
heightened  by  the  numerous  buildings  inter-, 
fperfed,  of  various  forms  and  colours*  To  an  ex- 
tent  of*  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  the  right  baiik 
forms  an  uninterrupted  village,  of  a  confiderablc 
depth.  Fevers  are  not  frequent  here;  but  the 
flux  carries  off,  at  prefent,  numbers  of  people. 
The  heat  is  in  trath  exceffive,  and  the  fim,  which 
darts  piercing  rays,  remains  long  above  the  hori- 
2k>n.  The  heat  is  altogether  intolerable,  expofed 
as  we  are  to  it  in  an  open  vefifel ;  and  the  nights 
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fire  nearly  as  troubkfbme  as  the  days.  •  Never  are 
they  cooled  by  the  ilighteft  breeze,  and  they  arc 
ftiU  warm  with  the  fultry  heat  of  the  preceding 
day,  when  the  fun  rifcs  again.  This  is  the  hot- 
teft  weather,  I  have  ever  experienced.  My  ther- 
mometer ftands  in  the  ihadc  generally  at  ninety- 
three  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  ^^twenty^feven  one- 
ninth  Reaumur). 

THE  CANAL  AND  LITTLE  FALLS  TOWNSHIP- 
PALATINE. 

Seven  miles  from  the  German  Flats  are  the 
Little  Falls^  which  again  occafion  a  land-carriage 
of  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  Thefe,  falls  are  mere 
violent  rapids ;  feveral  rocks  of  different  fize  nar- 
row the  channel  of  the  llream  ;  the  confequent 
agitation  of  the  water  occafions  a  foam,  and  in- 
terrupts the  navigation.  .  The  adjacent  country, 
two  miles  above  and  below  the  rapids,  is  alfo  full 
of  rocks.  The  foil  is  fandy,  fwampy,  and  rocky ; 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  fpot,  a  ftain  of  the  fincft 
country  in  the  world.  Immediately  after  you 
have  pafled  this  vein  of  ftone, .  the  land  is  again 
as  beautiful  and  fertile  as  before. 

For  thefe  three  years  paft,  the  people  have  bcca 
bufied  in  conftrufting  a  canal,  which  runs  along 
the  banks  of  the  rapids,  and  is  intended  to  re- 
naoye  the  impediments^  that  interrupt  the  navi- 
gation. 


A6  tilAVELfe  THROUGIf 

gation.  A  company  of  gentleftiiiti  bf  eonlidrff- 
able  property,  fapported  by  a  gteat  ntimbeir  of 
fubfcribefs,  have  entered  upon  this  undertaking, 
and  but  very  lately  obtainec?.  a  powerful  aid  fl-orfi 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
has  fobfcribed  largely  for  this  enterptife.  The 
Canal,  it  is  affcrted,  is  to  be  finilhed  this  year ;  and 
we  are  affured,  that  it  will  be  abcortiplilhcd  very 
foon.  The  work  is,  however,  in  my  judgment, 
but  little  advanced ;  although  the  whole  length 
amounts  to  no  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile ; 
the  prdgrf fs  Is  very  flow ;  and  a  rock  is  to  be  cut 
through.  The  ftones,  which  af6  dug  out,  are 
partly  mad6  ufe  of  for  erefting  a  Wall  three  feet 
in  height  on  both  fides  df  the  caiiil.  This  wall 
is  again  cohered  with  eatth,  which  is  alio  thrown 
againft  it  on  both  fides,  fo  that  it  forms  a  dam, 
the  top  of  which  is  eight  feet 'in  vvidth,  and  the 
flope  about  •  thirty.  As  neither  mortar  nor  any 
other  cement  is  ufed  in  erefting  the  wall,  it  re- 
mains with  me  a  mattei*  of  doubt,  whether  the 
water  will  not  fiftd  its  way  through  the  dani, 
and  do  mifchief. .  At  the  beginning  of  the  canal 
two  locks  have  been  conftrticSed,  vvhich  are  coni- 
pletely  finifhed,  except  that  the  dobfs  are  not  yet 
hung.  Thcfe  locks  are  built  dl  of  wood,  thd 
foundation  as  well  as  the  fides,  and  the  workman- 
Ihips  as  far  as  I  ara  able  to  judge,  is  very  gootf ; 

but 
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but  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  why  no  ftoncs  are 
made  ufe  of  in  the  conftruftion  of  this  wor^:,  as 
they  abound  in  the  furrounding  country.  Two 
hundred*  and  fifty  workmen  are  conftoitly  cm-^ 
ployed  at  tht  canal,  who  rec,eive  each  fix:  kil- 
lings a  day,  without  board.  Thefe  workmen  arc 
divided  into  certain  companies ;  a  great  number 
of  them  arc  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood^ 
faut  many  are  alfo  Iriflimeft  newly  arrived,  nay 
Irifli  conviAs,  whofe  conduft  is  fer  from  bdng 
beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  town  of  Little  Falls  confifts  of  about  fifty 
weli-buiit  houfes.  A  corn-mill  of  an  excellent 
conftraftion,  and  a  iaw-mill,  have  been  ereAed- 
on  thefe  lapidgL 

After  a  navigation  of  tv/enty  miks>  our  'Squires 
floppeid  near  a  houfe,  which,  by  his  account,  was- 
fiiUy  adequate  to  indemnify  us  for  the  iocoftvc* 
niencies  we  had  iuftained  the  preceding  night$» 
But  nothing  at  all  was  to  be  had ;  a  whole  hour 
clapfed  before  we  were  able  to  obtain  a  bed  far 
Dupetitthouars,  whofe  illnefs  grew  cofiftalitljr 
worfe.  The  floor  was  affigned  to  us  for  a  refting 
place  ;  more  wc  could  not  obtain.  This  plaice 
belongs  to  the  townfhip  of  Palatine  ;  it  is  feated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  poflefies  the  iame 
foil,  and  the  fame  honeft,  flow,  and  dirty  Gcr- 
n^^ansi  for  inhabitants.  This  fettlement  was  fbrm- 
^  about  feventy  years  ago. 

SKENECTADY. 


4i  TKAvisis  tBfiOtr^ 


SKENECTADY. 

^  My  patkftt  felt  irrach  reliercd  after  ari  emetic 
i  had  given  him  the  prcccdiilg  evfening ;  wd 
were  obligfed  to  wake  him  at  four  o'clock,  a^ 
we  wifhed  to  arrive  at  ari  early  hour  at  Sfccneftady; 
The  day  paffedi  in  regard  to  our  patient,  bettef* 
than  we  expefted,  as  we  entered  the  port  with- 
out his  having  been  attacked  by  another  fit  of  the 
fever.  We  had,  therefore,  ground  to  hope,  diat 
the  dreadful  fits,  which  he  had  iuftairied,  Were; 
Hiefely  the  donfequences  of  exceffive  fatigue;  We 
flopped  at  Canalmgi,  which  is  another  Gefman 
fettlement.  The  information  above  detailed  ap- 
plies likewife  to  this  place,  even  in  regard  to  the ' 
prices  of  commodities.  Water-rhelons  and  gourds 
are  here  alfo  fown,  either  with  Indian  com,  of 
by  themfelvcs,  and  are  employed  to  great  advan- 
tage in  feeding  the  cattle,  during  the  five  or  fix 
months  in  which  they  muft  neceflarily  be  kept 
in  the  ftable.  The  Heffianfly  is  yet  unknown 
in  this  fortunate  country.'  The  land  is  fo  good, 
a:s  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  manure.  The  prefent 
occupier  has  lived  thirty-four  years  on  this  eftate, 
and  never  laid  dung  on  more  than  fix  acres  of  his 
lands,  which  he  manured  thirty  years  ago  very 
ilightly. 

.  After  haying  paflTed  the  fettlement,  which  for- 

-  ,    merly 
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nicrly  Bdonged^o  W;  J'tf  riNfl^aS',  ah^icnt^Kdg^ 
Mi  Difeftor-general  of  Itidian  affairs,  Whofe 
eftates  were  confifcated  at  the  time  of  the  Re*b- 
lation,  becaufe  he  declared  himfelf  againil  the 
Americans,  we  at  length  reached  Skeneftady, 
tile  end  df  our  navigation.  Johnftbwft  is  the 
capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  which  con- 
taiii$  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.  SkeiA^c- 
tady  is  i  imall  town,  as  old  as  Albany,  and  con- 
taining moftly  old  houfes,  built  In  the  Dutch  ftyle, 
which  give  it  altogether  the  appearance  of  an  an- 
cient European  city.  The  Mohawk  River,  which 
is  here  clofely  hemmed  in,  takes  a.  large  fweep  m 
the  vicinity  of  this  fowri  ;  and  a  catara<S  renders 
the  navigation  inipoffible.  You  here  quit,  the 
veffel,  and  proceed  by  land  tio  Albany.  The  pof* 
iSbility  of  conftrufting  a  canal,  by  which  the  falls 
as  well  as  other  impediments  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mohawk  River  may  be  avoided,  is  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands ;  and  plans,  it  is  afferted,  are 
in  contemplation,^  to  facilitate  the  painful  paffage^ 
wchavejuft  made,  and  tofuperfede  the  neceffity 
of  occafional  land-carriage.  This  would  be  a 
great  and  uf^ful  undertaking,  equally  honourabte 
and  advantageous  for  the  State  of  Nev\r  York. 
V«ffels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen,  it  is 
faid,  might  be  employed  in  this  navigation,  which 
would  thus  become  an  outlet,  far  preferable  to 
Vol  II.  E  that 


±|M*t  of  the  Riy«)St.  'La:*TePice,  ^l^ifdi  admits  a£ 
<)jttly  bo^tt  of .  tferec  or  four  txms  barthcn>  W^ 
hg^gd  it  repc«*e4il>  UppcrCaiiada,  it  is  truc^  that 
5?ltb  m  «xpieijjee.x)£  one. .iniUiibtt  twa  limidrcd 
tfeoufwd  ^liadsr  ilerlmg  m  ia»nt«:n^tcd  aiayi-e 
l^tioii  migfeftbe.opeacd  firoih  liondon  to  Niagani* 
&it  indie{>eudeQlfy  of  one  miUionL  two^hikbdred 
tbi>ufaj3id  .pounds  ftcdiog  being  a  pretty  laigd- 
fiun^  the  wbokprojeft  is-  thci  work  of  an  adx^tti^ 
|3ttefe 'wfeofc  willies  arc  cafily  converted  into 
hQpQS^  and  whofc  hopes  fpeedily  mature  to>opi- 
niQiis,  thr  crroheoufiiefs  of  yyhich  frequently  tknd 
csDiIy^  developes.  .       : 

'  *.  l;hft  mfonnatioh,  which  1  was  abic  to  coIle<ft  * 
eeJpcifting  jSkfinei3:ady, .  is  as  fbjlows.  The  -fettle-** 
nj^nt  was  originally  foiwied  byJBi^abaittetSy  iiv  the 
yc?irl062:  j^tin  later;timQs^mo&of  febe(1Sdo^ 
nifts  arrived  from  Nfew  En^^aiidij  and  iU-thej* 
do  at  prefent*  '  Two  thirds  of  thd  territory  of 
Skene^ady,  which  coniprifes  one  hundi^cd  and 
twcnty-jcight  fcjuare miles,  aire  aJrcsady-  cleared; 
th&  good  icdl  is;  fee  feet,  and  on  eminenceis  two 
fi^etSrfjdc^th  ; "  ga»bd  land  yields,  from  twenty-fire 
to  iJpttstty  buflieb.  of  wheat  in  acne  j  land  of  in-  ' 
ferior  quality- from  twelve  to  fifteen ;  agriculture, 
a3  wqII  as  the  price  jof  provifion,  is  mucW  the 
^me  a?  in  the  morei  advanced  parts  ;  wintfer*  laftsi 
in  regard  to  agricultural  operations,  from  Ni^vtem* 
......  •  .!'  .iw  iter 
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b(Jr  ti8  April ;  thcp^  MEehrhmi^dty  ft\6om, 
andika  ttMtig  degree,-  from  th^-Hdffian  fly^,- 
and  ftoin  blighte;  the  clifnatfe  fe  healthy;  tKfe 
ufiu^l  Hiart  for  the  produdlioii  of  the- country  i& 
Mbaity.  The  Epilcopffl  k  the  f  t^valertt'teligioir; 
alttett^^  tiic  tdwti  c6ttt^tt^^<aife  a  chnrch  for 
(ii*maft.  Lutherans/  afid  <m^  for  Pre(byterians% 
Tb  Getmafts  v^ere  alfo^ttte  tni^  libetel  bcriefac* 
tore  t0  the  inftitatioA  of  a^6llege,  whkh  was  Jn^ 
cot^fite^dkrt  year  (l70^J,  arid  the  property  of 
^feicfe,  faifed  by  lubferiptibrts  and  other  means, 
amouiMs  already  io  forty-two  flioufand  two  hun* 
dred  and  twenty-two  dollars,  and  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  acres  of  land,  given  by  the  ftates*. 
'  Sktx\Qd^3idy  IS'  the  €Wip6n^rii  ■  as  well  for  the 
ptt^ifioif,  wHiah<}«ttieS  down  the  Mohawk  Riyer; 
def^!«fd<!ft>r  Alhmf,  as  foif  the  ^'m^^'^^^^dize; 
Wtch  ftbtti  the  ft6ecs.  at  Albany  i&  tranfmitted 
tDthfe^dufitrie'S,  iaterfeiSed^by  the  Mohawk  River 
JWd  bAa*  ftfeams>  Bo^f'ing  into  ihe  former  as  far 
as  the  'diftvia-  of  GcticfTw.  The  townlhip  of  Ske- 
nefta(dy  ebntains  about  three  thoufand  fivehun-^ 
dred  {cnA^f.    '  It  is  the-  frontier-town  of  the  county 

*  The  <i6llege,  alluded*  to  by  the  Author,  is  Union  CoU 
'«ge,  whicU  tbok  its  iiamc  from  die  union  of  various  dcnb-. 
minations  of  Chriftians  in  Its  eftablifhment.    The  faculty 
of  this  college  confifted,  in '1197,  of  the  pretident  and  one 
tutor,  andlhe  number  of  ftudents  was  thjrty-feven. — Tranjl^ 

t  By  the  SUtt  Ccnfus  of  1796,  the  townlhip  of  Ske- 

j;g  neftady 
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of  Albany  tcjw^lrds  Montgomery.  Thfe  capital 
of  this  county  is  Albany  ;  thfe  county  of  Albany 
contains  about  thirty,  tb^ufapd  inhabitants;  of 
whom  two  thoufand  five  hundred  are  flares. . 
. ;  In  Skenc^^y  we  took  our  leave  of  Mr.  Vanal- 
Icp,  whoj,  in  ad4itioJi  to  the  civilities  fliewni  us 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  voyage,  declined  alfb 
tp  accept  any  money ^  for  our  paflage,  on  the  in- 
genious pretence,  that,  as  we  carried  our  provi**- 
'|ibn$  with  us,  we  had  not  in  the  Icaft  encreafcd 
his  cxpencc.  V  ;Wer€maih,thdrefore,  1ft  many  re* 
fpedsjimder  great  objjigatiohs  to  this  gentlenlam 

^  ■"  TOUR  TO  ALBANY; 

'Mx.  Vanallen  had  bufinefs  (o  tranfad;  m,Ske- 
,  neS:ady, '  and  we  wilhed  to  reaeh  Albany  as  ibon 

^  poffible.  A  ftable-keeper  engaged  to  carry  us 
the  fapae  night  to  Albany,  though  it  was  already 
late  ;  wfe  took  accordingly  our  feats  in  his  wag-' 
gon,  bolftered  with  liraw.  About  four  miled 
from  Skencdlady,  the  driver  informed  us,  that  he 
could  not  proceed  farther.  Grunibling,  we  fub- 
mitted,  therefore,  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  up 
our  night*s  lodging  in  a  bad  inn,  where,  as  loon 
,    as  Dupetitthouars  had  occupied  the  only  bed 

•    neftady  contains  thrfee  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fevcqtj- 

^  two  inhabitants,  of.  wholn  fix  hundred  and  eighty-three  are 

cleftors,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  flsLycs.^^Tran/I* 

Vvhich 
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which  was  in  the  houfe,  I  entered  into  a  conver- 
fation  with  the  landlord  and  our  driver,  which 
turned  upon  politics,  the  univcrfal  topic  in  this 
pountry.  Since  we  have  {tt  foot  in  the  territpry 
of  the  United  States,  we  find  newspapers  in  e\'^ry 
village.  My  new  acquaintances  wcife  people  o£ 
uncouth  manners,  and  without  the  leaft'educa-' 
tion ;  but  their  opinions  were  juft  and  fenfible> 
and  their  judgments  extremely  corre^.  They 
manifefted  a  ftrong  attachment  to  France,  and 
moft  eamefUy  wiflied  her  iuccefs.  They  hdtc 
England,  confide  in  their  Prefident,  and  fpeak  of: 
De  la  Eatette  with  tears,  in  their  eyes.  This 
Hhiverfal  attachment  of  the*  Americans  to,  De  la 
Fayette,  and  the  grateful  fentiments  of  him  exrr 

ft 

prcffed  by  all  without  exception,  though  in  the 
courfe  of  the  French  Revolution  he  afted  a  part 
not  approved  by.  alU  reiutc  in  a  forcible  manner 
the  charge,  of  levity  and  ingratitude  frequently 
preferred  againft  the  Americans.  "  May  he  come,'*' 
iaid  a  man  to  us  this  morning  who  was  riding 
on  horfeback  by  the  fide  of  our  carriage,  "  May 
the  Marquis,  come,  we  will  nxake  him  rich.  It 
is  through  him  that.  France  made  us  free  ;  never 
ihall  we  be  able,  to  do  fo  much  for  him,  as  he  has 
^one  for  us/' 

After  a  three  hours'  journey  through  a  country, 
>yhich  i?  much  like  the  woods  of  Anjou,  -fandy, 

E  3  covered 
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covered  widt]fe£o>  .and  bearing  aone  but  iickljr 
tcees,  we  at  length  toi ved  at  Albany.    < 


.''      {  .  .  M 
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'  Tbci  minerals  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Al- 
bany, and  the  t^sS^^  with  phich  they  are  coYti-^ 
ed,,  are  "touch  the  jfeme  as  in  the  diftrLft  of  Ge* 
i?fiflee^  AJiiiin  Upper  Canada.  The  rodtsi  about 
the.  £6rt>.  as  weU  as  near  the  rapids  and  water- 
fell,  qoD£ft  of  an  imperfed:  granite,,  ieldom  in- 
terfperfed  with  mica  ;  fiom  time  to  time  jmx 
ineet  with  Hate  of  a  coarfe  grain*  >   .'    ;'    . 

Oh  the  banks' of  Woodr^crcek  I  Icarcely  ikw 
any  'ftoiies  at  Lall;  the  ground  is  immbrfed  in 
water  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  during  this  tedi* 
Qus  arid  winding  paffage  notie  come  in  view.' 
The  water-fall  in  Mohawk  River  (Little  Falb) 
breaks  through  a  chain  of  granite  rocks,* t|jat  arc 
obfervable  in  all  parts  of  this  fmall  barren  fpot,- 
tvhichj.ashas  already  been  remarked,  isadi^iace 
to  the  rich  furrounding  country.  '  In  di«  .'town- 
Ihip  of  P^datine  lime^ftone  is  foUn^  of  a  very  ^od 
quality.  Two  wjde  terraces' of  earthy  whidh 
bound  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk^  and  form 
its  banks,  arc '  the  moft  remarkable  appearahce 
upon  that  riveri  The  banks  of  the  Connefticuty 
it  is  affcrted,  offer  the  fame  ftriking  profpefl:. 

As  tq  the  diffff rent  fpecics  ©f.  trees,  I  have  had 

:     .  but 
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but  Httle  leifure  td  obfeWe.  them,  not  hkvirig  Been 
^^nihoce'oftener  than  twice  or. thrice  a  day^  and 
itever  but  for  a  few  raomints.     They  fccm  to 

be  mueh  fthe  fai3(xe  as  in  the  diflriifl:  of  Geneflee*  • 

•    ■  f 

AtBANY. 

Albs^ny  h  one  of  the  moil  fiixcient  iettlemeiitfl 
in  North  Amexicai;,  it  was  formed;  in  the  ye«f 
}6(k) ;  aiidthe  town  incorpor^ed  in  1090.  The 
hiftory  of  thi^  city,  which  occurs  in  .ftll  defcrip-^' 
tk^§.of  the  United  States,  I  fhall  pafs  oyer  in  fi-» 
Jcucc.  It  is  feated  one  hundred  jtftd  iixtyrfiyc 
miles  from  New  Yorki  has  a  harbouTi  tod  ayciy 
?xt?nfive  trade.  Ships  of  cigjkty  ton$  t)urth«ti 
fail  up  to  the  town  ;  and  the  ttade  is  carried  on 
jn  veffels  of  this  fize.  A  fort  of  fand-bank,  threQ 
iniles  bdoiv  Albany,  renders  the  navigation  rath^t 
difficult  5  yet  it  is  eafily  cleared  With,  tte  affift^ 
^o&  of  pilots  acquaifited  with  it,  ^d  no  ihi{| 
Wny^s  without  one  of  thenj  on  bo&rd.  %H^ 
impediment^  it  is  affcrted,  might  eafily  be  re-^ 
moved  at  a  trilB&ng  exppnc^ ;  and  fhip&of  a  much 
Jargor  fize  ipight  then  anchor  near  the  city^  The 
payig^tion  of  the  river  from  the  North  country  is 
ftpen  from  the  ftiiddle  of  April  until  the  middle 
rf  NovcBaber.  The  trade  of  Albany,  is.  chiefly 
fwied  (m  with  the  produce  of  the  Mohawk  coun- 
tjy»  ax>d  extends  eaftward  as  fay  as  agriciilture  and 

E  4  cultivated 
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cultivated  lands  expand .  The  ftitc  of  V5ermoht, 
ind  a  part  of  New  Hamplhire,  fuijiifti  alfo  many 
articles  of  trade  ;  and  the  ex|)ort»  chiefly  coniiii: 
in  timber  and  lumber  of  every  fort  and  ii^fcrip- 
tion^  potat6^S;  potaih  and  pearl-afhes^  all  fpecies 
of  grain,  and  laftly  iii  manufa6l\ir?d  goods.  Thefe 
articles  are,  moft  of  them,  tranfported  to  Albany 
in  winter  on  fledges^  houfedby  the  merchants, 
and  by  them  fucceflively  tranfmitted  to  New 
Yotk,  where  they  are  either  fold  for  bills  on  EJng- 
landi-  or  exchanged  for  Englilh  goods,  which  are 
in  return  fent  from  Albany  to  the  provinces, 
whence  the  articled  for  exportation  were  drawn; 
Bufmeft  is,  therefore,  carried  on  entirely  with 
fea(^  motley,  and-efpecially  in  regard  to  pot-aflii ; 
not  even  the  moft  fobftantial  bills  are  accepted 
in  payment.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  carried  on 
in  ninety  veffels,  forty-five  of  which  belong  to 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  reft  to  New  York 
or  other  places.  They  are  in  general  of  fcventy 
toni^  burthen,  and  make  upon  the  average  ten 
voyages  a  year,  which,  on  computing  the  freights 
outwards  and  homewards,  produces  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  thouland  tons  of  Ihipping 
for  the  trade  of  Albany.  Every  fliip  is  navigated 
by  four  men ;  the  mafter  is  paid  twenty  dollars 
a  month,  if  he  have  nolharc  in  the  Ihip,  the  mat6 
fifteen,  and  a  fcaman  nine.  There  is  alfo  gene* 
•  -  rally 
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f;afi}r.  a  cabin-rboy  on  boards  or  more  frcquentfy  a 
cook^  as  few  ihips  have  leis  thau' eight  paiTehg^s 
on  board,  either  coming  up  or  going  dpwn.  The; 
freight  of  goods  is  ufually  one  fliilling  a  hundred 

weight ;  but  this  vari^,  according  to  their  valuer 

■  -'-■•  •_ '    •.     .   .       . , 

or  the  room  they  occupy. 

The  trade  of  Albany  is  vcty  fafe,  but  fcems  not 
to  be  very  profitable.  The  neat  proceeds  of  s^ 
voyage  amount  upon  an  average  to  ^bout  one 
luandrcd  dollars,  w^hich  makes  for  the  whole  year 
one  thonfand  dollars  for  a  fliip,  a  profit  by  no 
means  cohfiderable.  If  yo^  add  to  this  the  money 
paid  by  paiTengers  for  their  paflage,  which  amounts 
to  ten  iluUings  a  head,  making  from  fe venteen  to. 
twenty  dollars  a  voyage,  and  from  one  hundred 
arid  feventy  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  ten 
voyages,  which  are  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
the  whole  yields  but  a  very  moderate  profit,  which 
is  ^owever  encreafed  by  the  fale  of  the  goods. 
•Ejus  is  as  yet  the  ufual  way  in  which  trade  is  car- 
ried on  by  this  city  ;  it  deprives ,  the  merchants 
<rf  Albany  of  a  confiderable  profit,. and  throws  it 
intb  the  hands  of  thofe  of  New  York.,  Some  of 
the  former  undertake  indeed  voyagps  to  England^ 
Holland,  and  other  countries ;  but,  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  charter  New  York  vefleJs,  Thcfe  are 
the  bolder  people ;  and  are  called  men  of  the 
new  notions,  hut  their  number  is  fmalL 

The 
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«  The  ancient  cxiitemiand  confiaed  Tiews  of  the 
timid,  yet  coyetous,  Dutchnien^  have  carefiiUy 
hecn  prefervcd  in  this  city.  No.flm|i  iitilsfrom 
Albany  dire<9J[y  to  Ewope ;  and  yet  pr6vifitai  is 
fent  thither  from  this  plac«.  It  is  dvident  that^ 
if  the  inhabitants  would  take  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  exporting  their  produce,  they  would 
&ve  ufclefs  intereft,  the  return-freight,  and  double 
commiffion,  and  would  obtain  employment  for 
their  ihipi^/ during  the  time,  when  the  narigatioa 
to  the  north  is  Ihut  up  by  ice*  Ideas  of  this  com- 
plexion begin  to  da\?ra  upon  the  minds  of  fqjne 
merc;;hants,  and  will,  no  doubt,  prodiice  adTan? 
tageous  changes.  From  the.  fanae  habitual  apathy 
the  merchants  of  Albany  relinquilh  the  tr^de  in 
hories  and  mules,  great  ntunbers  df  tvhich  arc 
reared' in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  Gbnnc(5licut 
merx;hants,  who  purchafe  and  export*  then?  wit!^ 
conliderable  profit  to  the  Antilles*  •. 

The  building  of  Ihips  cotfts  in  Ali^y  abotit 
twcnty-feven  dollars  arid  half  per  ton.  The  Ihipa 
are  all  fir-built,  and  laft  about  ten  years.  Experi* 
meats  have .  been  made,  which  prove,  thatilhipsi 
built  of  dry  and  well  feafoned  timber,  lail  thirty 
years  and  upwards.  The  trade  of  Albany  grows 
daily  xnoFe  extenfive  ;  and  the  number  of  ihop& 
and  fliips  is  incfeafing  feft.  Two  new  towns, 
built  five  or  fix  yea»  ago,^  a  few  miles  above  Al* 

bany. 


TH£  UNI^fiD  STiLtlid,  CANADA^  &C.  BQ 

\myl  on  th€  ilertli^m  bank  of  the  liver.^  ihare  in 
this  teadc-  Thefc  two  towns,  which  have  rapidly 
raifed*  themielves  to  a  coniiderablc  degree  of  im- 
portance, and  are  but  three  or  four  miles  diftant 
from  each  other,  carry  on  the  fame  trade  as  Al- 
bany with  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  veflels, 
which  belong  to  them,  draw  fron^  the  back  coun- 
try the  produilions  .of  thefe  fruitful  provinces, 
tr^nfmit  them  to  New  York,  take  in  return  Eu- 
wpeari  gQods,  and  fupply  with  them  thofe  parts, 
which  were  formerly  fupplied  from  Albany,  The 
greater  diftance,  however,  and  lefs  depth  of  water, 
are  circun^ftances  unfavourable  to  thefe  new 
towns.  The  ireight  thence  to  Albany  is  two- 
pence per  barrel ;  their  largeft  (hips  arc  only  of 
fixty  tons  burthen,  and  generally  cannot  take  on 
board  more  than  half  their  cargo,  the  remam- 
d^  of  which  they  risceive  from  lighters,  which 
attend  them  for  that  purpofe  in  the  vicinity  of 
Albany.  Yet,  they  continue  their  trade,  encreafe 
daily,  and  will  probably  animate  Albany  to  greater 
boMncfs  and  ^a6livity.  New  City  contains  ^bput 
fixty  or  feventy  ftores  or  fhops,  and  Troy  fifty  or 
•fixty.  Thefe  new-fettled  merchants  all  prolper, 
^tid  their  numbfer  is  daily  encrdafing.  The  mer- 
chants of  Albany,  it  i3  reported,  view  this  grow- 
ing profperity  of'  th^ir  neighbours  with  an  evil 
«yc,  and  Gonfider  it  as  an  encroachnient  upon 

their 


A 


€q  t&avels  through 

I 
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.  their  native  rights.  If  this  be  true,  the  jeafoufy 
of  the  roerchints  of  Albany  niuft  bdthe  fef^lt  of 
their  ignorance  and  confined  views.  The]  pro* 
yincesi,  vsrhich  contribute  their  produce  to/upport 
this  trade,  are  yet  far  from  having  a.tt^ined  to  the. 
higheft  degree  of  cultivation ;  niany  parts,  equally 
proper  for  th^t  pvirpofc,  are  but  little  cultivited ; 
c^nd  others  y^t  vncle^red.  Towns  will  be  built 
ftill  farther  northwards^  than  Troy  and  New  City ; 
others  wiU  be  er?.<3;ed  even  opt  tfeif,  weflern  fide  ojf 
the  river,  w^hile,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greatei; 
number  of  fettlements  and  encreafed  population, 
will  augnient  the  pi^oduce  apd  wants,  and  ever)[ 
town,  whether  ancient  or  new,  expedience  an  iij« 

creafe  of  bufihefs  beyoni  \vh^t  it  \viU;  be.  able, 

.......       . »       .  .         .     , 

to  do. 

Albany  con^tains  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  t:^c^ 
thoufand  of  whom  ar^  flaves,  as  the  laws  of  thQ 
State  of  New  York  permit  flayery,  The  old? 
,houfes  are  l?uilt  in  the.  Dutch  ftyle,  with  thej^ 
gable-encito  the  ftreet ;  the  pyramidal. part  rifing 
in  fteps,  and  terminating  in.  a  chimjiey  decorated 
with  figures,  or,  in  fpme.  iron  puppet^,  All  the 
buildings,  which  have  been  erefted  within  thef^j. 
laft  ten  years,  are  conftrufted  of  bricks  in.  the 
Englifh  ftyle,  wide  and  largq. 

The  revenue  of  the  city  angiounts  to  ^bout 
thirty-five  thoufand  dplhirs  a  yeat.     It  pofTeiTes  a 

great 
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great  quanttty  of  Ijmd  in  the  neighboijyiiig  coun- 
ttf,  and  alfo  fells  the  quays  on  the  river  at  two 
dollars  and  half  per  foot,  and  aground-rent  of 
one  fliilKng^  which  is  irredeemable.  This  re- 
venue is  partly  owing  to  the  economy  of  the  ad- 
miniftrators,  who  have  hitherto  endeavoured  ra-^ 
ther  to  eiurich  the  city  than  to  embellilh  it,  and 
render  it  more  convenient.'  The.  feriate  is,  at 
prcfcnt,  compofed  of  young  men,  whci  promift 
to  take  care  of  theic  artieles.  But,  from.thi 
ignorjance,  apathy,  and  antiquated  ideas,  which 
prevail  in  this  city,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended, 
left  the  reliilts  of  their  exertions  Ihould  prove 
but  very  trifling  for  a' long  time  to  come.  1  al- 
moft  incline  to  think,  that  young  people  here  are 
old  horn. 

A  bank,  which  was  inftituted  here  four  years 
^go,  promotes  the  trade  of  Albany  ;  it  qonfifts  of 
fix  hundred  Ihares  of  four  hundred  dollars  each, 
only  half  of  which  have  hitherto  been  paid.  The 
yearly  dividejad  is  nine  per  x^ent,  befides  what  is 
dcdufted  for  the  expence  of  the  building  in  which 
the  bank  is  kept. 

There  is  in  Albany  a  Dutch  Lutheran  church 
of  a  Gothic  and  very  peculiar  conftruftion  ;  the 
Epifcopalians,  Prefbyterians,  German  Proteftants, 
^d  Methodifts,  poflefs  alfo  churches  in  this  town. 

The  price  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,. 
:        ^  is 
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is  fr^m  fiity-direc  to  feveiit^-^vc  dollars  per  aooev 
Some  lands  near  the  river  are  ftill  dearer/  Thcfc 
are  remarkably  good ;  but  thofev  which  arc  fituated 
more  backwards,  are  but  oif  a  middliiag  quality i 
Agriculture  is  not  attended ^to  with  peculiar  care; 
the  farms  lie  half  in  grafs  and  half  in  com.  No 
country  had  ever  ftronger  incitements  to  perfcfl- 
its  agriculture  and  iriduftry ;  for  none  was  ever 
-furnifh^d  with  dullets  more  fafe  and  lefs  expen- 
five. 

Some  manufa(9;orie8  hare  been  eftablilhed  at 
a  fmall  dlftance  from  the  town,  among  which  is 
a  glafs-houfe,  in  which  both  window  glafs  and 
bottles  are  made.  The  former  is  pretty  fmooth> 
and  the  manufe6kary  is  carried  on  with  much  aS* 
tivity.  Mr.  Caldhowell  poffefles  alio  near  th€ 
town  extenfive  worts,  where  tobacco,  muftard, 
ftarch,  and  cocoa-mills,  are  turned  by  wate?,  and 
even  every  acceflbry  labour  is  performed  by  the 
aid  of  water  machinery*.  The  tobacco-mill  id 
the  moft  important  part  of  •thefe  works ;  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  are  yearly 

*  Thcfc  valuable  works,  which  aire  decidedly  fuperior  to 
any  of  the  kind  in  America,  are  fituated  one  mile  north  oC 
the  city,  in  the  fuburbs.  The  ingenious  proprietor,  whofe 
true  name  is  James  Caldwell,  has  obtained  a  patent  for 
the  invention  of  the  water  machinery,  whic^  is  truly  ad- 
cur^le.-*-2Va;j/7tf/or. 

•  manu- 
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tnaiitufadured.  Iyait&mm^9/(Jttl3r  1794)  a  com-« 
plet^fet  of  fimilar  w€>rks:Myiiaig  been  .confumed 
by  fire,  Mr,  CaldweU'sff ienifc  imndediately  c^n-^ 
cd\^ ;Ioa^;€^;  jtweaty  ^o^ajiind  pounds  at  the  bank, 
sgjd  ^e  kg^flativ^  body  c^f' Nevsri  York  rcfolved 
aif9  la^ J^iiion  to  aiSffk  him  -with  a  fum  of  tb^ 
fai)^  amqunti^   .  I.i3tpf  to  add  tn  honour,  of  Mr^ 
CaldweU^  with^  whom  I  am  not  acquainted,^  that 
neaiiyaU'the  JabQuiing  pqople  in  the  city,  in 
coQ^^uence  rof  this  u^fqitunate  accident;  ^iub-* 
fcrib^d,  feyc^al  days*  labjoiir,  as  a  .voluntary. con- 
tribujtion  to  the  r^-confttuftiooi'  of  thefe  works, 
whicjh  atfc  tnily  grand  and  beautiful.     Thcy^give 
cmylojnji^Bt .and  iubfiftence  to  fifty  peribns,  fbmc 
of  wboro,  receive  one  hundred  dollars  a  year ; 
childi^n^  Di^js  years  old,  \  can  earn  from*  fix  ihil* 
lingsi^oop.^ dollar  a  weeki.   .Tan-yards,  com,  oil, 
p^r,  and  fulling-mills,  have  alfo  been  eiecied 
in  the  furrouiiding  country ;  and  labourers  are 
fouftd  in  aburidarice*     The  wages-  of  common 
day-labocamr^  ajnoujit  to  four  Ihillings  and  fix- 
pencc;  a  d^^,  and  to  feven;  fliillings  in  harveft. 
^  Hofpiia^Uty  to  ftranger§  feems  not  to  be  ai  pro- 
minent feataire  in  the  charaiSter.of  the  inhabitants 
of  Albany ;  the  few>  with  whom  we  got  acquaint- 
ed, looked  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.    They 
liverrctired  in  their  houfes^-with  their  wives,  wha 
fometime?  are  pretty  >  but  rather  auk  ward  in  their 

ftianners; 
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manners;  and  with,whdni  tkeir  l^lbands  fcarcclj^ 
exchange  thirty  virords  a  day^  aMibugh  they  never 
addrefs  them  but  with  the  introcfciftoiy  appella- 
tion bf  '/  my  lavey  Exceptions/  undoubtedly, 
^fexift  in  regard  to  the  charms  of  the  ladies,  as 
well  as  to  the  condud:  and  coriverlatioh  bf  the 
hulbands ;  but,  it  i^  ^flcrted,  they  are  very  few. 

The  Schuylers  and  Reilffdiaers  art  the  moil 
refpedlable  families  in:  point  of  wealth  and  iii- 
tereft:  having  intermarried  with  each-other,  their 
influence  is  altogether  irrefiftible  in  the  county. 
The  Schuylers  are  endowed  with  more  talents 
and  knowledge  ;  but  the  Renffdaers  poffefs  mor^ 
riches;  and  money  is  a  powerful  fpring  in  the  ma** 
nagement  of  ^  ftate.  General  Schuyler  bears  the 
character  of  a  man  of  much  acuteriefi,  and  un- 
common abilities.  He^-is'  frequently  employed 
in  ftate  affairs ;  and  it  is  his  earneft  wi(h>'  to  pro- 
mote and  raife  the  navigation,  induftfy^  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  country.  He  is  father-ih-law  to 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Hamilton.  General  Schuyler, 
who  generally  accommodates  his  daughters  with 
rich  hulbands,  gave  one  of  them  in  marriage,  five 
years  ago,  to  that  famous  orator,  fjrom  re^eft  for 
his  talents,  though  he  was  poor.  I  fhould  not 
omit  obferving,  that  I  ipeak  of  General  Schuyler 
without  having  ever  feen  him.  During  my  rcfi- 
dence  in  Albany  he  had  gone:  to  affiil  at  the  ne- 
;  -  *  gociation 
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gociation  with  the  Indians ;  I  merely  know  him 
from  his  corrcfpondence  with  me,  which  is  highly 
polite  and  elegant.  The  General  ranks  among 
the  moft  confiderable  men  in  the  United  States. 

SARATOGA. 

1  have  feen  John  Schuyler,  the  eldeft  fori 
of  the  General ;  for  a  few  minutes  I  had  already 
converfed  with  him  at  Skeneftady,  and  was  now 
with  hin\  at  Saratoga.  The  journey  to  this  place 
was  extremely  painful,  on  account  of  the  fcorch* 
ing  heat,  but  Saratoga  is  a  fownfliip  of  too  great 
importance  to  be  pafled  by  unobferved.  If  you 
love  the  Englilh,  are  fond  of  converfing  with 
thcm,'and  live  with  them  on  terms  of  familiarity* 
and  friendlhip,  it  is  no  bad  thing,  if  occafionally 
you  can  fay  to  them,  *'  7  havefeen  Saratoga^ 

Yes,  I  have  feen  this  truly  memorable  place, 
which  may  be  cbnfidered  as  the  fpot,  where  the  in* 
dependence  of  America  was  fealed ;  for  the  events, 
which  induced  Ghreat  Britain  to  acknowledge  that 
independence,  were  obvioufly  confequences  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  would  iA  all 
probability  neverhave  happened  without  it.  The 
dwcUing-houfe  of  John  Schuyler  ftands  esadlly 
on  the  fpot,  where  this  important  occurrence 
took  place.  Filh-creek,  which  flows  clofe  to' 
the  houfe,  formed  the  line  of  defence  of  the  camp 

Vol.  U.  F  of 
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of  the  EngUih  General,  which  was  formed  on 
an  .eminence,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  dwell- 
ing. ,  The  Englifli  camp  was  alfo  entirely  fijr- 
rounded  with  a  moundiof  earth,  to  ftyengthen  its 
defence.  In  the  rear  of  the  camp  the  German 
troops  were  pofted  by  divifiofis  on  a  commanding 
height,  con>municating  with  the  eminence  on 
which  General  Burgoyne  was  encamped.  The 
r^ht'^ing  of  the  German  corps  hada  communi. 
cation  with  the  left  wing  of  the  £ngliih>  andrth^ 
left  exterickd  towards  the  riyer.  General  Gate^ 
was  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek,  at 
the  diftance  of  an  eighth  of  a  mile  from  General 
Burgoyne ;  his  right  wing  ftretdbcd  towards  the 
plain ;  but  be  endeavoured  to  Ihelter  his  (troops, 
as  much  as  poffible,  from  the  enemy's  fire,  wtil 

he  refolved  to  form  the  attack.  General  Nelson^ 

•  •        •  ' 

at  the  head  of  the  American, militia,  occupied  the 
heights  on  tixe  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Englift^i 
while  other  American  corps  oblerved  the.  move? 
ipents  of  the  right  wing,.  In  this  pofitiqn.  Ge- 
neral Burggyae  furrendered  his  army ;-  his  pro- 
vifian  was  nearly  confumed,  *  but  he  was  amply 
lupplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  The 
ipot  remains  exactly,-  as  it  then  was,  excpptii^g 
the  fble  circumftknce,  that  the  bufhes,  which 
^  were  cut  down  in  front  of  the  two  armi€;s,  are 

.    iincc 
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x^  ^  fince  grown  up  again.     Not  the  Icaft  alteration 

;  J  has  tatcn  place  fincc  that  time ;  the  entreoch- 

i^^      ments  ftill  exift ;  nay,  the  foot-path  is  ftiU  feen, 

Nf-    CD  which  the  adjutant  of  General  Gates  proceeded 

^%V  to  the  EngHlh  General  with  the  ultimatum  of  thjc 

^,^'  American  commander ;  the  fpot,  on  which  the 

-^  5   council  of  war  was  held  by  the  Ejiglifli  officers, 

S  ■;■  remains  unaltered.     You  fee  the  way,  by  which, 

.^;><'  the  Bngliih  column,- af^er  it  had  boen<  joitwd  by  ' 

^  ^  the  Germans, .  filed  off,  by  the.  le&  to  lay  dawn 

■^,v  their  arms  within  an  anciejit  fort,  which  was  con* 

;s^  ftru^led  in  the  war  xuider  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann^ 

i  5  you  ice  the  place,  where  this  unfortunate  temy 

\     was  neceffitated  to  ford  the  creek,  in.ondw  to 

^     reach .  the  road  to  Alba<iy,  and  to  march  along 

>J  I  die  front  of  the  American  a  , 

•  •^1  .where  General  Burgoyne  fu  I 

>  to   General  Gates;  where  t 

months  before  had  threaten 

i   parents,  their  wives,,  and_t; 

<.  1  lage,  facking,  firing,  and  fc 

■■  -i  join  the  EngKfti  banners,  i  [ 

x^Biitifli,  pride  under  the  yol  I 

-■;  "^  where  he  underwent  the-t  t 

^^  a  minifterial  agent  of  the  I  » 

£abmit  to  the  dilates  of  I 

as  commanding  general   oT  difciplined   regular 
^,  .  troops,  to  furrender  up  his  array  to  a  ipultitudc 
F'2  of 
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■of  half-armed  and  half-clothed  pcafants.  To  fuf- 
~^  taki  fo  fevere  a  misfortune,  and  not  to  die  with 
defpair,   exceeds   not,    it   feems,   therefore,  the 
ftrcngth  of  man.     This  memorable  fpot  lies  in  a 
corner  of  the  court-yard  of  John  Schuyler;  he 
was. then  a  youth,  twelve  years  old,  and  placed 
on  an  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  ftood  Ge- 
neral Gates,  and  near  which  the  American  army 
was  drawn  up,  to  fee  their  difarmed  enemies  pafs 
■by.     His  cftate  includes  all  the  traft  of  ground, 
on  which  both  armies  were  encamped,  and  he 
knows,  as  It  were,  their  every  ftep.     How  hap^y 
muft  an  American  feel  in  the  poffeffion  of  fu'ch 
property,  if  his  bofom  be  anywife  iiifceptible  of 
*  '^  "s  a  matter  of  aftoniflunent, 
fs  nor  the  Legiflature  of  New 
ereifted  a  monument  on  this 
Lin  terms  this  glorious  event, 
to  the  recoUeftion  of  all,  who 
,  to  keep  alive  the  fentiments 
mrage,  and  the  Jenfe  of  glory, 
fit  of  America  Ihould  long  be 
g  Americans  from  generation 
rEnglifh  would  not  have  (uf- 
on  to  pafs  unimproved.    John 
lould  have  relieved  the  mo 
defly  of  government,  were  it  only  by  marking  the 
^ot  with  a  plain,  fimple  fione,  which  no  Ame- 
rican 
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rican  would  behold  but  with  thofe  brave  and  glo 
nous  feelings,  which  might,  be  turned  to  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  ftate. 

John  Schuyler  poiTeiTes  an  eftate  of  about  fif- : 
teen  hundred  acres^  five  hundred  of  which  arc 
completely  cleared  of  wood.,    The  land  near  the 
river  is  excellent,  and  cofts  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
eight  dollars  the  acre  j  the  price  of  that,  which 
lies  more  remote,  is  from  ten  to  twelve .  dollars* 
The  produce  confifts  in  grain,  chiefly  Indian  com* 
He  poffefles  one  com- mill  and  two  faw-miUs 
which  arc  turned  by  the  ftream  of  the  creek. 
In  this  creek,  which  is  very  wide,  and  contains 
plenty  of  water,  arc  feveral  falls,  lying  behind  one 
another,  which  might  turn  works  of  any  extent. 
John  Schuyler  makes  more  hay,  than  is  neceflary  . 
for  the  ufe  of  his  farm ;  but  by  a  calculation, 
founded  on  indolence  rather  than  mature  deli- 
wration,  it  appears  to  him  more  profitable  to  fell 
the  hay,  than  to  fatten  cattle.   Althpugh  poircfled 
,    ^  three  mills  and  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land, . 
yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  his  quota  of  taxes, 
P^^  and  coimty- rates,   exceeds  not  thirty-five 
QoUats  a-ycar.     The  county- rates  comprifes  this 
yw  the  expence  for  building  a  court-houfe  and 
^  j^iK     I  Cite  this  inftance,  as  it  may  lerve  to 
^able  a  perfon  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
amount  of  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  of 
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•winch  I  fhall,  hoidoabt,  find  aii  bppbrtuliity  of 
Ipeakiiig  more  fully'. 

John  Schuyler  received  me  in  a  manner  ex^ 
trcmcly  bofpitablc  and  polite*  He  is  a  young 
man  of  good  fenfe^  and  mild^  amiable  mannersv 
conftantly  engaged  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs,  which,  we^  underftdod,  he  conduits  with 
prudence  and  pun<Shiality.  He  is  martried  to  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  ReniTelacr,  who  paffes  all  her 
.time  at  their  own  houfe,  which  is  a  very  hand- 
fome-marifion,  but  without  any  neighbours.  She 
{^es  xtq  compatiy,  but  her  relations,  who  now  and 
then  pay  her  a  vifit.  Her  bufband,  on  whc«n  (he 
j  doats^  is  frequehlily  ablent ;  flie  complains  with 

*    *  piuch  ^mecknefs  of  this  folitary  life,  yet  bears  it, 

occupied  with  her  children  and  the  management 
of  her  houfehold.     She  is  charitiabie,  good,  and 
uiilverfally  refjpecfted. 
^  Labourers  may'be  procured  here  in  great  abun- 
I  dknce;  theii*  wages  are  three  (hillings  a  day,  if 

th!ey  "be  wanted ;  but  the  ufUal  daily  labour  is 
perfcrrned  by  negroes,  who  are  very  numerous,  (b 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a  hou(e  without  one  or  two 
of  them  ;  John  Schuyler  keeps  feven.  The  nc- 
gtoes,  it  is  generally  aflerted,  enjoy  more  happi- 
nefs,  as  (laves,  than  if  they  were  free.  This 
might  be  the  cafe,  if  liberty  were  beftowed  on 
them,  without  their  knowing  what  to  do  with.it.  - 

/But 
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But  apon  the  whole,  ftich  maxims  of  morality 
fall  with  an  ill-grace  from  the  lips  of  a  free . 
pci^e.  The  negroes,  it  is  true,  are  kindly  ufed 
in  the  ftate  <)f  Isfew  York ;  but  it  is  alfo  true, 
that,  the  convenience  of  having  them  coriftantly 
at  hand  for  any  work  fct  apart,  the  labour  of  white 
peojdc  is  lefs  expenfive,  than  that  of  negroes.  To 
'  keep  Haves  is,  therefore,  a  bad  fyftem,  even  in 
this  point  of  view. 

When  I  took  leave  of  young  Schuyler,  he  wai 

indifpofed  with  the   fever.     Having  mkde  the 

fame  tour  as  we,  he  becatoe  an  additional  vidim 

to  the  contagious  air,  breathed  in  the  peftilential 

•  countiy,  which  we  have  traverfed.     I  learned , 

afterwards  at  Boilon,  with  the  iitmoft  concern, 

that  he  is  iince  dead;     The  youngeft  brother  of 

Mr.  Bcnffelaer  was  alfo  feized  with  a  fit  of  the 

fever^  as  well  as  another  inhabitant  of  Albany, 

who  travelled  in  our  company.     All  the  people, 

who  were  on  board  our  veffcl,  are  fick,  and  one 

of  them  is  dead.     We  have,,  therefore,  but  little 

reaibn  to  extol  the  comforts  of  a  tour  on  Wood- 

. creek 

The  banks  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  Hud- 
fon,  from  Saratoga  to  Albany,  have  been  long 
fettled,  anTi  the  country,  lying  more  backwards, 
IS  alfo  coiifiderably  peopled  from  five  to  thirty 
^iles  from  the  ^Ihore.    ConneAicut  and  .all  New 
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England  people  theft  fetdement^.   The  Iand>  to 
ipeak  of  it  in  general^  is  good,  and  eflates  of 
fiye  hundred  acres  of  cultivated  land  are  not  rare 
along  the  river.     I  have  fecn  many  of  diis  fort ; 
the  farms  were  chiefly  dcfigncd  for  the  rearing 
and  fattening  of  cattle ;  they  arc  managed  but 
very  indifferently ;  the  land  received  little  or  no 
dung,  and  was  ploughed  only  three  or  four  inches 
deep.     Eftates  generally  confifl;  here  of  two  hun- 
dred acres.   The  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  i^orth- 
crn  branch  of  the.  river  is  truly  pleafant;  the  moun- 
tains^ which  bouJid  the  ftream>  without  contract- 
ing its  channel,  are  almoft  throughout  covered 
with  luxpriant  corU'-fields.   It  was  through  thcfc 
nanow  paffes,  that  General  Burgoyne  proceeded 
to  Albany,  where  he  hoped  to  be  joined  by  Ge- 
neral Clinton  ;  this  is  the  only  road  which  leads 
thither.     Hej^e  he  encountered  General  Gates, 
who,  after  he  had  been  defeated  and  fuftained  a 
confiderable  lofs,  retreated  into  the  camp  at  Sara- 
toga, leaving  behind  his  whole  train  of  heavy 
ordnance.    I  have  feen  the  field  of  battle,  where 
this  important  a6lion  took  place,  and  viewed  the 
height,  where  Brigadier-General  Fra§er  made 
fo  many  gallant  attempts  to  break  in  upon  the 
Americans ;  I  have  fecn  the  hillock,  under  which 
he  is  buried.    The  inhabitants  Ihow  with  confci- 
OU5  pride  every  corner  of  this  diilriftj  and  you 
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diicem  in  their  countenance,  that  their  ancient 
energy  and  vigour  would  eafily  be  raiied  by  any 
preflmg  emergency.  This  a^on  happened  at 
Sdllv^ater.  It  was  here  Burgoyne  relblved  upon 
his  deciiive  retreat.  But  under  the  appellaticm 
of  Stillwater,  as  under  that  of  Saratoga,  a  large 
atent  of  country  is  compriied.  The  townlhip 
of  Stillwater  is  twenty,  and  that  of  Saratoga  thirty- 
one  miles  in  length,  and  yet  every  pgint  of  theie 
townlhips  is  called  Stillwater  and  Saratoga. 

I  have  omitted  to  (late,  that  the  county  of  Sa- 
ratoga contains  many  natural  curioiities,  among 
which  are  cryftallizations  of  peculiar  beauty,  and 
two  medicinal  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Balltown  and  Saratoga  fprings.  Both  are  in  great 
repute,  efpecially  the  medicinal  waters  of  Ball  • 
town,  where  the  accommodations  in  point  of 
lodging  and  other  conveniencies  far  exceed  thofe. 
of  Saratoga.  The  fprings  are  both  impregnated 
ynthficed  air,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  per- 
ibns,  communicate  with  each  other.  The  Sa- 
ratoga waters,  as  is  averted,  are  ftronger  than  the 
>Balltown  iprings. 

l\pmR:  not  pafs  over  in  filence  Jufticc  Thomp- 
»ON,V\vho  refides  at  Stillwater.  We  met  with 
his  eldeft  Ion,  who  intends  to  become  a  furveyor, 
and  made  the  laft  paiTage  with  Mr.  Vgnallen,  on 
board  the  veflels  in  which  we  returned  from  Of- . 

wego. 
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tv^ego,  arid'^t  A  veiled  in  hia  compiny.  '  I  had  pro- 
mifed.&irn  tiot  to  pafshis-houfe,  wkheufc  paying 
liini  a  fhort  vifit ;  I  fulfilled  'this  proriiife,  *and 
ttras  invited  by  the  family  in  {o  plain  and  frank  a 
manner  tb  ftop  for  the  nighty  that  I  eould  not 
givd  a  deoial.  The  family  are  good,  plain,  and 
genteel  people,  of  mild,  pure,  and  uncorrupted 
manners ;  a  relidence  with .  them  is  extremely 
pleafarit.  Juftice  ThOmpfon  poiTefles  a  ^reat 
quantity  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  ftate  of 
Neiv  Yo^k,  which  for  the  moft  part  is  yet  un- 
deared.  He  inhabits  an  eftateof  one  hundred 
ind  fifty  aeres,  one  hundred  and  f  wenty  of  which 
Are '  Qiider  <:ultivation ;  he  rears .  a  great  many 
catdie;, '  e;^oially  mules,  which,  when  two  year* 
old,  he  felts  to  Connefticut  traders  far  fifty  or 
fiatty  dollars  a  head.^  He  alfo  rears  many  hcrfes, 
and  carries  on  with  thdm  a  trade  of  tolerable  im- 
penance,  which  the  Albany  merchants  have  not 
yet  learned  to  improve.  In  thefe  parts,  it  is  af- 
ferted,  two  thoufand  mules  are  yearly  fold.  I 
have  this  information  from  'Squire  Poll,  an  opu- 
lent farmer,  for  the  exadlnefs.  of  which,  however, 
I  cannot  pledge  myfelf :  for  there  are  not  fdur 
perfons  in  this  county,  able  to  draw  up  accounts 
and  efti  mates  of  the  general  produce  and  fop- 
plies  of  a  ^iftri(Sl.  Good  wilhes  for  the  foccefs 
of  the  French,  a  deteftation  of  their  crimes,  und 
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decided  hatred  againft  the  EjigliJQi^  form  heretiw 
univcrfal  ientiments,as  they  do  in  general  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  land  near  the  river  is  good,  and  yields^ 
,  howeyer  badly  it  is  cultivated,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  bulhcls  of  wheat  per  acre.  The  price  of 
land  is  from  fifty  to  feventy-five  dollars  an  acre* 
1  am  now  travelling  here  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Auguft^ '  and  yet  little  hay  has  been  houied,  for 
which  reafon  it  is  moflly  as  hard  as  wood. 

On  ray  journey  tp  Saratoga  Ihad  paCed  the 
new  bridge,  coniiTud:ed  acrofs  the  Mohawk-riven 
This  bridge  is  ereAed  on  the  ^ot,  where  the  Co- 
hocz-falls  appear  to  the  greateft  advanta^.*  But 
the  fiver  contains  not  at  prcfent  fufficient  water 
to  iiippert  the  falls.  In  many  places  the  rocks 
arc  quite  dry ;  but  in  others  they  afford  a  fine  • 
pro^eft.  The  perpendicular  height  of  the  falls  j 
may  amount  to  about  fifty  feet,  and  the  river  is 
about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  width.  But  upon 
the  whole,  the  view  is  not  ftrikingly  wild,  toman- 
tic,  or  pleafant,  though  the  falls  arc  much  cele- 
brated throughout  America.  The  bridge  is  con- 
ftni<fted  of  timber,  and  refts  on  ftone  pillars,  about 

*  The  Cohoez-falls,  which  the  author  mifnames  Xohos- 
fall,  appear  moft  romantically  from  Lan(lnbui^}i-hill)  five 
nailes  eaft  of  them,  although  they  likewife  offer  a  good  prof- 
pcft,  ;when  viewed  from  this  bridge. — Tranjlaior.     r,.., 

twenty- 
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twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  diftarit  fronrdacK  other* 
The  mafonry  is  not  remarkable  for  Iblidity  or. 
neatnefs ;  but  the  carpenters'  -work  is  exceedingly 
well  done.* 

On  my  return  from  Saratoga  I  croifed  the 
northern  branch  of  the  Mohawk-river  by  Half-t 
moon^  to  fee  the  two  new  towns,  New  City 
and. Troy,  which,  as  has  already  beien  obfervcd, 
were  built  a .  few  year;5  ago,  and  are  already  car- 
rying on  a  confidcrable  trade.  The  houfes  arc 
very  neat  and  nftmerous ;  almoft  every  houie  con- 
tains a  ihop ;  the  inns  are  excellent ;  veflels  arc 
moored  near  all  the  •  keys ;  tan-yards,  potalh-* 
works,  rqpe- walks,  and  mills,  are  either  already 
in  foil  work,  or  building.  The  fight  of  this  aAi» 
vity  is  truly  charming.  A  Mr.  Ta yj^or,  who 
fG&ffcs  about  one  hundred  acres  near  Ponftcnkil- 
creck^  has  erefted  here  two  grift-mills,  tveo  faw- 
mills,  and  one  paper-mill.  He  does  bufinefs,  it 
is  faid,  with  New  York  by  water.  The  place  is 
finely  fituatcd,  well  diftributed,  and  may,  if  ^ma- 
naged with  ikill  and  prudence,  become  very  pro- 
fitable. We  were  told,  that  the  proprietor  in-^ 
tends  to  fell  it ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  places  vf  hich 
I  would  buy  in  preference  to  all  others,  if  I  had 

*  The  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four 
feet  wide,  rells  on  thirteen  piers,  aiid  was  erefted  in  17941 
at  the  cxpencc  of  twelve  thoufand  dolUrs.^^TranJlator. 

any 
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any  idea  of  fettling  in  America,  and  had  where^ , 
withal  to  pay  for  it.  There  arc  a  variety  of  things^ 
with  which  a  man  may  occupy  himfelf  every  day, 
nay  every  moment  of  the  day,  with  benefit  to 
himfelf  and  the  country  at  large. 

The  land  between  Saratoga  and  Albany  is  upon 
the  whole  iandy ;  efpecially  the  hills  about  Sara- 
toga confift  of  an  indurated  fand.  The  ftony 
matter jt  on  which  lies  the  ftratum  of  fand,  is  ilate 
of  a  dark  colour,  and  coarfc  grain,  with  veins  of 
whitq  quartz.  On  fragments  of  this  llatc  impref- 
iipns  are  found  of  a  peculiar  and  very  curious  ap* 
pearance.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  medicinal  fprings 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  are  feveral  veins  of 
Ume*fione.  Ferruginous  and  cupreous  pyrites  arc 
alio  found  in  the  neighbourhood ;  mines  of  thefc 
minerals,  itis  aflerted,  exift  in  the  environs,  but 
they  are  yet  neglefted,  as  in  faft  are  nearly  all 
the  mines  in  the  United  States.  You  meet  with 
few  or  no  rocks,  until  you  reach  the  Cohoez- falls. 
The  rocks,  which  form  this  catarad,  confift  of  an 
argillaceous  fchiftus,  fome  of  which  inay  eafily  be 
reduced  to  powder,  while  other  parts  are  harder, 
have  a  conchoidal  fra<fturc,  and  rcfepible  bafalt. 
Near  the  falls  are  ieveral  veins  of  feldtfpar  of  a 
reddiitti  colour. 

Between  thefc  falls  and  Albany,  the  foil  of  the 
mountains  confift  of  indurated  clay ;  the  ftoncs, 

which 
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whidfai  dre  found  there,  ^tea  ipeties  of  flute.  In 
the  intervening  fpace  between  the  mountains  ami 
the  prefent  bed  of  the  river  was  bxi  uninterrupted 
chain  of  fmall  fand-hills,  rifing  on  both  fides  of 
the  river,  nearly  at  equal  difUnccs^from  the  ihoret 
fiind  which  undoui)tedly  are  the  remains  of  the 
ancient  bed  of  the  river,  after  it  had  fortocd  the 
pefent  channel. .  ^ 

Jn  the  townlhip  of  Saratogn  yoU  find  the  laft 
plane-trees,  acacias  and  white  cedars,  /or  the& 
trees  do  not  grow  more  northwards.  The  red  ce- 
dar, Virginia  cedar,  and  poplar,  of  Carolina,  jou 
firft  meet  with  at  the  catarads  pf  the  Mohawk*, 
river.  Several  miles  arotmd  the  medicinal  fpririgs 
©f  BalItov,ti  and  Saratoga  you  find  only  whiti 
pines,  fmall  fickly  oak-trees,  and  fcrh. 


THE  TREATY  OF  COMMERCE. 

.  Since  we  left  the  Engliih  dominions,  and  hate 
reached  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  we 
have  found,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  America,  forms 
the  univerfal  topic  of  converfation,  and  the  prin- 
cipal fubjeft  of  difcuffion  in  the  newfpapers^  I 
fliall  not  prefiime  to  decide,  whether  the  ms^o- 
rity  of  the  inhabitants  be  for  or  againft  it ;  but 
this  I  know,  that  the  number  of  non*contents  is 
fufficiently  eonfidcrable,  to  cender  the  friends  of 

peace 
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pe^e  uneafy  on  this  /ubj^.;  .  I  am  jK>t  j^t 
quainted  with  AmeriiTa  in  a  fujSkient  degrcfe,  nor 
have  I  yet  ftudie4  this  ^  treaty  with  the  ^  neccffary 
attention,  to  form  a  cpjrrqd  jud^in<5nt;on  its.adf 
vantages,  and  prc^abj^i  refults,   Yet  I  fcaJl  xtcoid 
in  this  journal  th^  im^reflion,  ivhleh  it  made  upon 
me,  at  firft  view,  jsvere  it  only  for  the  porpdfe  of 
reviewing  j(nyopipi6n  again^  whfcn  time  fliUl  hate 
decided  on  its  m^ritSp     ;    .  .  .     ...    .  *    :  \'.  ■     •   [  . 

'  lit  my  judgment,' it  is  bxtrq)i^Iy/|ngi)idica2tl,to 
America;  the  niutual  relatio33ks  of jthc amtrafi:^ 
iug  parties  are  not  perfi?6lly  poiiod.  End  the  com-^ 
mercial  int^eft  of  the  Ux^ited  States  is  in  many 
refpeds  injured.,     More  ancient  treaties  with 
France  arc  clearjy  vioiate;d  by  this  treaty ;  and  it 
evidently  clalhes  with  the  .repeated  pi3ofeffions>  of 
frici^dOiip^  which  Ameyitai  ha^io  kmdly  and  rc-- 
peatedly :  made  to  yrancc^lQven. under;  the  6nU 
guinary  reign  of  Rdbefpietre.     Amcncav  canpnt 
but  :be  awaife  of  the  unfavourable  fentinicnts,  jaayt 
hatred  and  ill-will,  .^hich  the  EngClh  govern*i 
ment  ei^^tertaifts  toward  the  Unions.  •.  Thefc  feni> 
timents  w^ill  remain  unalterably  the  lkme,-as  long: 
as^the  principle^  of  the  Britifli  •  minifliry  fhaflibfi 
•unchanged,     England  will  ever  confider  the;  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  as  revolted  fub- 
jeds,  who  muft  be  puniflied  for  their  indepen-rj 
dence,  if  they  cannot  ^gain  bje  fubj6<Sed  to  the. 

Englifli 
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EnglUh  yoke ;  ind*  though  Great  Britain  conde^ 
icends  at  prcfent  to  enter  into  temporary  nego- 
ciations  with  America,  it  is  bccaufe  her  prefcfat 
iituation  allows  her  not  to  wage  war  againft  the 
Union,  and  becauie  Ihe  hopes  to  derive  iignal  ad** 
vantages  from  a  treaty^  which  cannot  but  confi- 
dcrably  chcreaie  the  fale  of  her  manufaftures,  dif- 
pkafe  France,  alienate  her  from  America,  and 
injure  her  trade.  She  hopes^  by  means  of  thii 
rupture,  to  tender  America  dependent  otx  the  Eng- 
lilh  government,  and  in  this  ftate  of  dqpendence 
to  force  her  to  conclude  another  alliance ;  a  de- 
iign,  perfcdly  anfwering  the  fentiments,  which 
Great  Britain  has  cpnftantly  manifefted  fince  the 
peace  of  1 783.  The  trath  of  thefe  obfervations 
is  obvious  to  all,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  muft  be 
rnore  ftrikingly  fo  to  him,  who  has  lived,  for  any 
length  of  time,  with  the  Britilh  agents  in  Ame- 
rica, who  take  not  even  the  trouble  of  conceal'mg 
it.  To  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  on  fuch  a  foun- 
dation, is  to  deceive  America  j  as  it  clearly  pre- 
fumes,  that  Ihe  muft  break  off  all  her  former  con- 
neflions  with  France,  her  true  and  natural  ally^ 

who, 

*  The  tranflator  was  lately  aflured  by  an  American  gen- 
tleman, acquainted  with  the  author,  that  it  is  his  .moft  anxi- 
ous wilh,  to  make  bis  peace  with  the  Direftory*    It  is,  iio 

doubt; 


tHfe  UNITED  STATES,  CAlfADA^  &C.  81 

^hoj  as  foon  as  flie  (hall  have  obtained  a  regulai*^ 
fettled  government  (at  prefent  the  obvious  aim 
of  the  generality  of  the  Freilch  people),  will  be- 
come  more  powerful  than  ever*  Should  it  be 
America's  fecret  intention,  to  break  off  the  former 
connexion  vs^ith  France  on  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  fuch  a  defign  would  not  only  be  the 
refult  of  an  erroneous,  miftaken  policy,  but  would 
alfo  prove  a  breach  of  the  pririGiples  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  which,  however  they  may  be  defpifed 
by  the  cabinets  of  kings,  fliould  never  be  difre- 
garded  by  an  infant  people,  in  the  management 
of  public  affairs>  and  the  conclufion  of  alliances 
and  treaties  I  "^ 

One  of  the  gteateft  pleafures,  1  hoped  to  ^njoy 
on  my  journey  to  Albany,  was  to  lee  Mr.  and 
Madame  de  Gouvernet,  and  to  fpend  a  few 
days  with  them.  They  were  not  at  home  on  my 
arrival,  but  at  New  York>  whence,  however,  they 
were  expeded   back  every  day.     As   Dupetit* 

doubt,  from  this  motive,  that  ptoceed  th6  virulent,  unfup- 
ported  animadverfions  on  the  Britifh  cabinet,  which,  the 
tranflator  is  forry  to  obferve,  difgrace  the  interefting  narra- 
tive of  the  Duke's  Thivels,  and  which  in  no  place  of  thi^ 
wort  betray  their  origin  in  a  more  confpicuous  manner  than 
in  this  paffage,  where  he  charges  the  Englifh  goverdmen): 
with  deluding  America  into  a  treaty,  the  beneficial  refult* 
of  wiiich  jfhe  foon  experienced,  when  flie  faw  her  trade 
F^tefted  by  Englifli  convoys  fi^mthe  unprovoked  piracies 
^  ier  true  and  natural  ally.'^Tranfi. 

Vol.  II,  G  thouars'd 
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thouars^sHate  of  health  rendered  it  neceffary  to 
continue  longer  in  Albrany,  than  we  fhould  other* 
wife  have. done,  we  determined  to  wait  the  return 
t)f  Mn  Gouvernet,  who  at  length  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  day,  beyond  which  I  could  not 
xxHiyeniently  defer  my  departure.  Yet  I  naW  re-» 
iblved  to  ftop  twenty-four  hours  longer,  to  fpenJ 
them  in  their  company. 

If  you  poflefs'a  correal  idea  of  a  handfome  Pa'^^, 
Hfian  lady,*  who  with  a  fine  figure  unites  all  the  ^ 
charms  of  a  well-formed  mind,  and,  of  confe* 
^tience,  poffefles  femple  means  for  conqueft,  and 
then  ieQ  this  handfome  young  woman  on  a  fmall 
eftate  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  managing  her-^ 
feijfthe'meft  trifling  concerns  of  her  houfchold^ 
iwitb"  an  air  of  firtiplicity  and  ferenity,  which 
"would  warrant  a  belief,  that  fiie  is  pleafed  with 
this  ftrange  mode  of  life ;  you  cannot  but  conii-^ 
l^-it  asaft  additiofial  ground,  to  praifc  and  ad- 
m4te;thd  female  ch&raAcr  in  general,  and  efpeci- 
ally  that  of  French  women.  In  the  couric  of  this 
'dreadful  revolution,  females  have  displayed  more 
courage,  more  attachment  to  their  duty,  and  more 
jconftancy  in. their  fejpitiments,  than  has  ever  been 
evinced  on  iimil^r  occafions.  They  have  in<|^rk- 
cd'lhe  courage  of  their  hufbands,  who,  but  for 
their  fiipport,  might  have  funk  under  their  mis- 
fortunes. They  have  foothed  ^eir  fuffciings* 
Under  the  feverefl  trials  they  have  fkevrh  as  na2k!h 
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i^jencigy  and  virtue,  as  they  difplayed  of  el^aSfe 
and  entcttaining  manners  in  happier  times.  Theft    ,^j„^ 
obfervations  apply  to  a  great  number  of  French  ^ 

ladies,  at  whofe  Lead  ftands  Madame  de  Gouver- 
nct;  her  hufband  being  indebted  to  her  '6)r  the 
prcfervatioaof  his  life;  for  hisefcape  from  FrabScSty 
and  for  what  little. money4ie  has  &ied^'-'It  Is^ 
her  he.owds  his.  prdent  happinefs,  ^nfd  'tHe'fol* 
btude,  bdutage, '  an4^fa&sfaS:ion  he  ^  manifefts  Hi 
regard  to*  a  mode  of?  life,  equally  foreign  to  his 
toftc  anfi  habitsi     They  refide  five  mile^  fropi  Ai'i^ 
bariy  on^^fmail  eftaite,.  which  jbhey  h^e- '*pt*^         ^ 
<:hafed  for  ffftfeeft;<h0ufand  ImeiivFi^iS^ 
The  hifi  is^  li^t  of  tKe/beft*  quality,  'ibub  it  iiii^  ; 
be  comrtrt^  i  nto  very  good  rneaJdow^  ^  atfd  t  thu^ 
anfwer  thdir  well-concci  ved  projcft  of  jMaririg  and  - 

fattening  cattle,  and  keeping  a  good  dairy,  until   . 
they  fliall  be  able  to  return  to  France*   They  lead 
3  foKtary  life,  without  any  .company  but  that  of. 
^younRg.man,  who  followed^  therti  on  their  eirii> 
Ration  from  France^  who: joins  in  .their  laboiffi^ 
and  fhares  in  their  fociety.     In  this  refpe<^  they 
derive  but  little  benefit  from  the  vicinity  of  Al- 
bany. The  circumftance,  that  moft  of  the  inha- 
1)itaflte  of  rank  are  ignorant  of  the  very  exigence 
^f  Madamdde  Gouvernet  in  their  neighboiirhootf; 
and.  ftill  ittore  the  indifference,   manifefted'  l^  ' 
thtffe^  who  itre^  acquainted  with  the  uncdmnKA.  • 
'  -'^^  .  *  G  2*    '  tmc^^ 
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merits  of  this  diftinguifhed  couple;  form  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  againft  the  hofpitality  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Albany*     ' 

Some  French  families  reiide  in  the  town  and 
its  vicinity.;  that  of  Mr.  Le  Couteux— a  highly 
interefting  name— is  the  only  one,  w^hofe  ac* 
quaintance '  I  wiflied  to  obtain.  They  who  arc 
acquainted  with  this  family,  know  that  it  has  long 
been  diftinguifhed  for  reAitude  and  talents,  as 
well, as  for  a  confiiromate  knowledge  and  punc- 
tuality in  commercial  trarifaftions ;  qualities, 
which  have  been,  as  it  were,  hereditary  in  it. 
Mr.  Couteux  of  Albany '  ia,  by  the  unanimous 
^eftimony  <Jf  all,  who  have  had  any  dealings  with 
iiim,  worthy  of  his  name*  His  ideas,  as  well  as 
j^xpreflions^  carry  Ibrrie  air  of  peculiarity ;  but  he 
is  good,  obliging,  honeft,  and  univerfally  relpefted. 
He  is  engag.ed  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Quesnel^ 
SL  merchant  of  St.  Domingo;  this  houfc  is  again 
<:onne<5led  with  the  firm  of  Olive  in  New  York, 
and  through  this,  it  is  afTerted,  with  the  great  and 
refpedlable  houfe  Le  Couteux-  in  France* 


POTASH-WORKS. 

;  Potalji,  forming  a  confidetable  branch  of  the 
trade  of  Albany,  as  well  as  of  other  American 
cities,  the  back  country  of  which  has  been  lately 
ckared,  I  IhaU  here  infert  fuch  information  as  I 

'    have 
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have  coUefted  on  the  manner  of  preparing  this 
fait,  which  is  generally  obfervcd  in  the  Unitei 
States.  This  alcaline  fait  is  extrafted  from  com- 
mon aflies,  after  they  have  been  previoufly  puri- 
fied from  all  heterogeneous  matter.  It  is  obtain- 
ed by  folution  and  evaporation.  Large  tubs, 
with  a  double  bottom,  are  filled  with  alhes  ;  the 
uppcrmofl  bottom,  whijch  contains  feveral  holes, 
is  covered  with  alhes,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches 
deep,  v^hik  tjie  under  part  of  the  tub  is  filled 
with  ftraw  or  hay.  Water,  being  poured  over 
the  alhes,  extracEls  the  particles  of  fait,  and  dif- 
charges  all  the  heterogeneous  matter  which  it  may 
yet  c&ntain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  ftraw.  The 
lie  is  drawn  off  by  means  of  a  cock,  an(l  if  it 
Ihould  not  yet  have  attained  a  fufficient  degree^ 
of  ftrength,  poured  again  over  the  alhes.  The 
he  is  deemed  fufficiently  ftrong  when  an  egg 
fwims  on  it.  This  Ife  is  afterwards  boiled  in 
large  iron  cauldrons,  which  are  conftantly  filled 
out  of  other  cauldrons,  in  which  lie  is  likewife 
hoiling.  If  the  lie  begin  to  thicken  in  the  caul- 
dron, no  frelh  lie  is  added,  but  the  fire  is  well 
fed  with  fuel,  until  all  the  aqueous  particles  ar<j 
Separated,  and  the  whole  is  completely  inlpifilated 
and  indurated.  This  falf  is  of  a  black  colour,  and 
called  black  potajh.  Some  manufafturers  leave 
the  potalh  in  this  ftate  in  the  cauldron,  and  en* 

G  3  crealc 
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.'^pgagiJcl  fxpta  ^a^.  ialt  in  a  thipk  ^ipoke;  agnd ,  t:he 
I-;.  l%ck  pptiiH  affume^  3,  grey  :C^Ibur,'  ifi  which  ftatb 

._-.;TAte.|>rcK:c  of  ^preparing  thf'ppt^flx  aquires 
fobxt  or  lefs  time,  according  to  the  quality  pf  the 
^ihes  and  the  lie, .  and  te  the  degree  of  .ftrerigth 
pf  the  latter;  the  medium  time  is  twenty-four 
hours,*  Thealhes  of  green,- wood,  jtHdefpecially 
pf  oak,  are  preferred.  No ,  pbf^ftc  can:be  prepared 
•  fec^i^i  th^  afhesof  refinous  free^j-anej  auies,;W:hica 
are  five  or  fix  months  old,  iare  better  than  thofe 
tWtaxeriew. 

-  Sbm.e  m^hufafturers  ufe  only  oqe  cauldrou  foj^ 
J>piJ5iJg,  which  they  fill  with  ^old  lie,  as  it  comes 
^QrnlJhetubs;  aii,d  others  put  thefalt^.ap  fo'onas 
it-ilj^gSig:  tp  jjc^agulate,  into^  fmalier  cayl^pffi,  to 
corppJ§t9.thwcryftalUzation;.  '  •' ;  -  '.- 
i  ,'lft-  toatiy ^srt^.pfjthp  Smt?  of  Nejv:  York  efpe- 
gi^ly  in  the.  nortji,  .aijid  in.tl^eYidAitv;  of  Albany,. 
$fe;  i^ili^feitatf t^;  jv^o.feU  the.  Vood,  prepa^cc  th^ 
potaih,  :  BW'tfe^er^  ^re.alfo  large  mapufg-iftories, 
ysrjjpiSe  frQ)yi;tl|ir^jto/fQity' tiibs  ^re  ufed  for  pre- 
^^igXhc  liey  and  froai.ten  to  twelve  cauldrons 
fqr  its  evaporation.  The  manufad:urers  buy  the 
fii|xes  from,  jwiyate  families.  The  tubs  and  caulr 
4roas  afe  of  different  fizc?  in  proportion  to  the 
greater  or  lds..c?teHt  .of  th^  joajuaufeftory.  By 
V  .:>  .  •  age-- 
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j^ general  eftimate  from  five  to.fix  hundred. buflid^ 
of  afhes  yield  a  toa  of  potafli.  '    ;     .. 

The  barrels,  in  which  the  potafti  is-  packdd'Up» 
mufl:  be  made  ofwhite  oak,  or  if.  this  canaot  be 
had,  of  wood,  which  is  but  little  porous.  The 
ftaves  ought  to  be  far  more  durable  than  for  caiks^ 
ipi  which  other  dry  goods  arc  packed  ;  the  hoop$ 
alfo  muft  be  more  numerous  ;  for  the  leai^  fiffw* 
would  expofc  the  potafli  to  humidity,  to  th^ 
air,  and,  confequently^  to  deliquefccnce  attd  dif^ 
folution.  Inftances  have  occurred,  when '  barrelsi 
Mly  made  and;  hopped,  and  whi^h  h^d  been  ^U- 
?4  with  potafh,  were  foon  after '  fQUiHl  tp  bcf/hfi^f 
empty,    "  ,  ;  ..       .  ,  ^    ...  , 

Pearlafli  is  potafh  purified  by  calcination.  To 
this  end  the  potafli  is  put  into  a  kiln,  copftruded 
in  an  oval  form,  of  .plafl:er  of  Paris  ;  the  iafidi 
pf  which  being  made  otherwife  perfedly  clofe,  is 
horizontally  interfered  by  an  ircm  grate,  on  Afvhich 
the  potafli  is  placed.  ^Under  this  gr&te  a  fire  is 
made,  atid  the  he^t,  reverberated  by  the  arched 
^pper.  part  of  the  kiln;  cortjpleats  the  calcinationj 
and.  converts  the  potaih'into  pc&rlgrfh  j  which  i$ 
taken  out  of  the  kiln,  and,  when  completely  Cool-% 
^d,  packed  in  barrels.  The  procefs  of  calcination 
lafts  about  an  hour.  Pearlafli  is  proportionately 
cipre^  heavy  than  potath,  pri  account  of  its  greater 
€»0i^s»ftl$6. ;  apd  fhe  lofs  of  weight,  cxptrieiKJed 
fy.tjic  latter  ihrovgh  the  calciriation,  U  very 
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trifling.  Although  pear^afh  is  lefs  liable  to  delN 
quate  by  the  air  than  potafh,  yet  the  barrels,  in^ 
which'  it  is  packed,  are  of  the  fame  fort  and  ftruc- 
ture  as  thofe  in  which  the  latter  fait  is  barrelled. 
They  are  of  different  flzes,  and  contain  from  trwo 
to  three  hundred  pounds.  Potalh  as  well  as  pearl - 
afll  are  fold  by  tons  in  the  courfe  of  trade  ;  and  it 
is  not  lawful  to  export  either  before  it  is  duly  in- 
Ipefted  by  the  public  fearehers,  who  are  appointed 
for  this  purpofe  in  all  the  ftates,  where  pearl  or 
^otajQi  is  manufactured. 

Dupetitthouars's  ftrength  having  been  Gontfi- 
dqrably  impaired  by  his  illnefs,  he  thought  it  pni-. 
dent  to  return  home.  Imparted  from  him  with 
the  utmoft  concern.  .To  travel  alone  is  extremely 
unpleafant,  and  more  lb  when  you  are  indifpofed. 
I  had  yefterday  a  fit  of  the  ague,  which  I  pre- 
lunie  is  the  beginning  of  a  tertian  fever.  I  w^as 
feized  with  it  atMr.-DE  la  •Tour  di;  Pin's. 
But,  neverthelefs,  I  will  proceed  to  Bofton,  where 
I  expe6l  to  find  letters  from  Europe,  which*  I 
much  defire  to  fee.  For  thefe  laft  three  m6nths 
I  have  not  hpard  g,  word  from  ^ny  of  my  friends 
or  relationSi, 

DEPARTURE  FROM  ALBANY. 

I  was  by  no  means  difplealed  at  leaving  AI- . 
bany.  Young  Mr.  Renflelaer  and  Mr.  Henry  arc 
the  only  gentlemen,  from  whom  I  experienced 
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any  civilities.  The  Albanians,  to  Ipeak  generally, 
art  a  fet  of  people  remarkable  neither  for  aftivity 
nor  politenefs ;  they  are  the  moft  difagrecable 
beings,  1  have  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  United 
States.  In  every  other  refpe^  Alb^my  is  a  place 
where,  v^ith  a  fmall  capital, you  may  make  money, 
and  with  i  large  capital  acquire  great  wealth. 
The  trade  of  this  place  fuits  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty,  and  is  attended  with  lefs  rifk  than  any 
other  Ipecies  of  commerce  carried  on  in  this  part 
I  of  the  globe.  An  induftrious  and  enterprifing 
nian  might  improve  the  trade  of  this  place  to  a 
Very  confiderable  degree. 

We  experienced  here  this  day,  Friday  the  7th  , 
^f  Auguft,  an  uncommon  heat.     My ,  thermo- 
meter ftood  at  ninety-iix  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
Of    ^twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumur.    We 
^e  re  told,  that  the  thermometer  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
^l^o  is  efteemed  here  a  very  accurate  mcteor- 
^^^gift,  ftood  at  one  hundred  degrees  of  Fahf-en- 
n^it  or  thirty  two-ninths  of  Reaumur.   This  ex- 
cettxYc  heat  continued  feveral  days,  and  was  not 
**^^  leaft  allayed  in  the  night. 

^y  hbrfe,  which  was  to  be  fent  after  me  by 

Captain  Willianifbn,  was  not  yet  arrived.    1  took, 

therefore,  a  feat  in  the  ftage  waggon,  that  is,  a 

waggon  without  fprings,  but  covered.   You  crofi 

|Ju<Jfon  s  River  on  leaviiig  Albany.     The  road  to 

Lebanon, 
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f  ' 
J:/*t«i^»*  lyh^Q  j^W  ftopp^-  fof  the  night,  lies 

Qftf  $t  ^ipuatain/o^s  .country.  ^  Nearly  the  whole 

©f th/edilli?i6lis  in^thp 'Jiril^ftage  of  fettlemeat. 

Air  the- tend,  withia  ap^-.fjxtejlt:  of  (tvisnty-fivc 

miles,  bclQ9g3  to  Mr.  Vapfj^^flpjaer,  Lieute- 

;iant-gQWrnQr^'an4'  one^  of  ^;  xich^ft  proprietors 
ia  thosrSta^vof  ^I^eAiY,  Yol-tj-pffh^pS;  in  all  thQ 
States  lof,  ]the  Union.  Much  of  this  land  was 
granted' to  hli^i  anceftors  by  letters-patent,  at  the 
time  -when  rthe  ^Dutch  fettlemqn,t  was  forined. 
Jie  has  alfo  pfurchafed  much  more.  A  confi^er- 
able  part  of  this  eftate  has  been  fold ;  but  he  fells 
none  without  refer/ing  a  ground- rent.  This 
ibrms,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleafant  fort  of  income  ; 
but  :which,  in  my  opiaion,  cannot  be  of  long  du- 
ration in  this  coutitrji.  A  mam  who  is  obliged 
to  .{)ay  eyery  year.  ^  'g'Tound-i^eot,-  feon  forgets 
the.idbfiirate  ^  terms  on  ^hich'he  oVtsiiiied  pof- 
icHba  tbf  hi^  >efl:a|:e,.  rfoel*  ortly.  4;he  unpleafaftt 
cftmj^ttlficto  ^f  ^%ying  money  -^  a  fixfed  time,  and 
tegerl/ifeixes  wpon  the  firft  opportunity  of  free-^ 
i»g  bimfelf  from  this  iucumfe^anee.  \  :An»  age4 
Qxiaker-wornan,  who  did'noti§)^''a:fwdrd/  but 
yftak  no  farther  than  Pbilipft(rf¥n,,'ah<l  a  Mr, 
^^o-Elboy,  were  my  com.paftions  in  thcjftago 
Thfc  bttibr ,  is  a  laad-hdld«r  in  Permfylvanik,  on 
ihc  -DdoiSvaie/  wi Aout^ay  biifinefk  or  trade.  Her 
cef^dfis  on  liis  eftate*  ih^I»2h  kels  not  tcaveUing  fbf 
.  ;  .  "  his 
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ihi^;  apptl^fementj  aiid  is  uiimari:ie44*    His  fifter 
fl|iniLges  his  houfehold.    He  poflfe^es  a.confiderr 
fible  quantity  of  land^  ^  eipecially  pn .  F^'  Creek, 
in  the  diftrid  of  Mr.  Schreiber.   Jle  fe?ms  to  be 
a  worthy  roan,  but  is  conilantly  dull  and  {^q^pfe* 
The  feyer,  which  feized  me  near  fhilipftpwn^ 
prevented  nje  from  colle(^ing  the  information, 
which  I  might  Jiave  otherwife  been  able  to  pror 
cure,,  ^t  the  different  places  where  the  ftageftopV 
f^d./  What  little  intelligence^  I  have,  been  ^blc 
to  igather  is,  thfit  the  medium  price  of  land  ig 
here  from  five  to  eight  dollars  an  acre.    The  lafl: 
place,  before  you  reach  Lebanon,  is  Stephentown, 
frtyatpd.on  a  ftij^?  iar^^e  creek..  Jt  belongs  to  the 
f^tpr\ : ,  this,  ig  ^he  general  appellation,  of  Mr. 
Rep&],aer,  ^t  ^lbany,T^s^  well,  a?  in  its  environs. 
The  face  .of.  the  country  isrfad  apd  melanchciy ;  it 
U  mountainous  €ind  rocky,  and  bejir?  no  trees  but 
.hemlock-fijr  and  white  pine.     On  the  road  from 
^tephentown  to  t/ebanon,  the  country  expands 
jinto  an  amphitheatre,  formed  by  numerous  moun-» 
teins  of  various  fize  and  fliape, ,  moft  of  w)iich  lie 
/jx  graf§  up  to  the  v^ry  fummiits.    At  the  end^^f 
Ity^r^drcuitpys. journey  through  this  vsile  ypu 
reach  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow.  - 

.  Lebanon,  ppffeflcs  a  mineral  fpring,-  dole  to 
•Ifriiich  Hands  the  inn  of  Mr,  Stov^,  on  tlxp  decU- 
V^y  ^f  a  fl^o^ntain  j  Jtnp^  pf  Jiie  invalities,  who 

drink 
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drink  the  waters,  board  therefore  at  the  Inn, 
From  this  point  the  prolpeA  of  the  vale,  or  rather 
of  the  low^  grounds,  is  moft  pleafing,  A  number 
of  fmall  houfes,  Scattered  over  the  fields,  and  fe- 
yeral  villages,  enhance  the  charms  of  this  delight- 
lul  view,  which,  on  my  arrival  at  thfe  inn,  I 
was  too  indifpofed  to  enjoy.  I  was  obliged  to 
creep  into  my  bed,  although  it  was  fcarcely  five 
o'clock,  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  to  take 
an  emetic,  and  to  renounce  whatever  remarkable 
objects  this  place  itfelf,  of  its  vicinity,  may  corj:- 

,  SHAKERS. 

In  America,  or  sit  Icaft  in  Ibme  States  of  thq 
Union,  no  ftage?  are  fufFered  to  travel  on  Sutt,^ 
days  ;  this  is  the  cafe  in  the  State  of  >Jew  York^ 
Mr,  Mac-ElrOy  and  myfelf  Ipent,  therefbfe, 
the  morning  in  vifiting  the  fociety  called  Sha- 
kers,  vv^ho  have  formed  a  fettlement,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  inn.  Had  I  not  been  indifpofed 
the  preceding  evening;  I  fhould  have  {ten  then:^ 
at  work,  and,  by  rneans  of  my  continual  queries, 
might  have  obtained  fome  accurate  infbrmatior^ 
concerning  their  origin,  their  regulation,  the 
mode  of  hufbandin'g  and  diflributing  the  coni- 
monwealth  of  the  fociety,  the  manner  of  pur- 
chafing  eflates,  of  recruiting  and  preferving  the 
fociety,  and  efpecially  on  its  prefent  ftate.     Wc 

were 
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were  now  obliged  to  content  ouriclves  with  view- 
ing their  villages^;  the  infide.  of  their  houfes,  their 
gardens,  and  their  religious  worfliip,  without  any 
guide,  and  to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  intelligence 
we  could  obtain  from  our  landlord  and  another 
man,  who  laid  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
thefocicty. 

As  Xo  their  form  of  government,  the  focietyis 

a  republic,  governed  in  a  defpotic  manner.     All 

^ne  members  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  fociety, 

^hich  lupplies  them,  in  clothes  ^nd  vi<Stuals,  un- 

^^r  the  diredion  of  the  Chief  Elder,  whom  they 

fi^di,  and  whole  power  is  unlimited.     Subordi- 

li^t,G  to  him  are  ,infpe6lors  of  all  clafles,  invefted 

w^itfc  different  degrees  of  authority*    ,  The  ac- 

coia  xits  reach  him  in  a  certain  regular  order  and 

g^a<3ation  ;  and  in  the  lame  manner  are  his  orders 

^^rx-icd  into  effcA.     It  would  be  high  trealbnto 

^dciiefs  the  Chief  Elder  himfelf,  unlels  the  ad- 

^^^Her  belongs  to  a  clafs  which  enjoys  this  priyi-- 

i^ge  ;  in  any  other  cafe  this  offence  is  feverely 

P^i:xij[hed,  or  cenfured,  if  it  be  committed  by  st 

^^^aiiger,  ignorant  of  this  law.     Marriage  is  pro* 

^^bited  in  this  fociety,  which  is  recruited  merely 

^y  profelytes,  who*  are,  however,  far  lefs  numer- 

X)us  at.prefent,.  than  eighty  years  ago,  when  they 

firft  fettled  in  this  country.     Married  men  and 

ivomcn  are  adrmttcd  into  the  fociety,  on  condi- 

tion 
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tion  that  -flicy  renounce  each  other.  *  They  tte^ 
quehtly '  bring  their  children  with  theiii,  wBo'm 
this  cafe  become  a  common  property  of  the  jfo- 

*  • 

cicty.  It  fometimes  happens,  that/  in  fpite  o(  the 
prohibition,  the  flelh  will  have  its  way;  but,  in 
iuch  cafes,  a.fevere,  exemplary,  and  corporal,  pu- 
nilhment  is  inflifted  on  the  offenders ;  and  this 
punifliment  is  not  mitigated,  if  they  effift  tlteir 
cfcapc*  to  join  in^' lawful  wedlock^ /or,  on  their 
being  apprehended,  they  are  "puMfhed  with  the 
fame  feverity,  ua  ?f  -tney  iv^ef e  not  married..  Al- 
thou^  tnc?  members  ol^  this  fociety  do  not  bind 
themitlVes  by  vows,  yet,  in  clofe  adherence  t6 
theii:  tenets^,  men  and  women  live  in  Separate 
apartments^  though  in  the  fame  houfe.  The 
Village  contains  four  fuch  houics ;  all  the  other 
buildings  att:  ftores  or  (hops,  in  which  all  Ibrts 
tof  trade  and  manufaftures  -are  carried  on.  They 
uAike  cloth;  'g«l£cr  Ihoes,  Saddles,  '"v^Hp*,-  •■had§,- 
cabinet-WdtK,.  ih'ffidrt',  evdr-  atti^lfc^'vt'hfcMs'^ifeffc 
tD-firida veadyn»atkfet.'-  They  f* tfe^febrtifadi.- 
titles  either  ftere^  4h  *he  nei^ftbo^lriia^  towns. 
The  women  p^rforfff'mch  bufiriefs  as  is  generally 
allott^to'thet^fexfj'-'    ••'  •  *    r    •   " 

■  This  fitinScof  'fociety  «has  tltt&ined,  it  flibuld 
ieem>  a  higUdfegUcfclof  peife€fionj>  The  emula^ 
tion  among  the  rtiembers  is'  lincbitimonly  ^re^ 
and  the  fociety  poffeife^  con^Mi^Mt^idf^ttyr  thfc 

amount 
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amount  of  w^lch  is,  however, '  known -td  ixpij4 
but  the  Chief  Elder,  The  Shakers  are  an  honefli 
gpod  natured,  {et  of  people ;  they  perform  their 
engagements  with  the  utmoft  pyniJhiality,  qjre  cxr 
jcellent  neighbours,  faithful  workn>en,  and-^very 
moderate  in  their  prices*  This  \^  the  svrbQlp  ^S^k 
of  information  which  I I14V?  Jbpcfi  able  to  i^tfUoft  . 
on  the  abfurditi^$  tifid  pecu}i^i|:iesof  t)je  ^hdhct^ 
In  regard  to  tl^e,  forn\  of  fheir  r^ligioufe  woxikip^ 
I  can  fp^ajfi,  fr^om  my ootvh'pl^iyfttipn/  Qn  Q]ft 

arrival  they.  were. -already  ^{Tpmbl^d;  in  the  .plo,^  • 

*     * . '  •   *  ^  ^  \    , 

wher?  they  Jiel4  thei^  ,pjeeti'ngv  THis  is  a  hall^ 
about  feventy  feet  in  length  by;  forty-five  or.  fifty 
in  breadth,  with  eighteen  wihdows,  by  which 
light  and  a  free  circulation  of  air  is  procured.  At 
each  end  of  the  hall  is  a  fire-place  ;  benches  am 
placed  all  a:long  the  walls,  atid  fome  on  the  xtght 
of  the  fire-place.  The  doors,  by  which  the  ttien 
and  women  enter  the  hall,  are  in  one  of  the  long 
fides.  Thcinfideis  overlaid  with  plafler  of  Paris; 
the  ornaments  of  wood,  and  windows-frames,  arc 
painted  light-blue,  and  the  benches  red.  "^J^ho^ 
ever  could  find  rpom^  fat  down  ;  and  the  refV  by 
far  the  greatefl  part,  were  {landing.  The  Chij^  • 
Eld^r  was  feated  nearly  in  the.centrq^^  oi|  %  hexnok 
oppofite  thp  dbor,  and  a.  place;bet^f;gnith«  ,t^i^ 
doots  was^affigfted  to  our.pattyjt  ..Th^* mpft^pro? 

found  ^^wi^Wi^iisitlt^      Thsixien^  were  drsffed 

in 
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in  a  blue  coat,  tlack'waiftcoat,  and  pant^iloons  bt 
fekib  and  white  fpotted  cloth.  The  women  wore 
*a  long  white  gowA,  a  blue  petticoat,  an  apron  of 
the  fame  cloth  of  which  the  meh's  pantaloons 
were  made,  a  large,  ^uare,  well  plaited  handker-^ 
chief,  and  a  plain  cap,  tied  under  tht  chin,  luch 
as  the  portereffes  of  nunneries  are  accuftomed 
to -wear.  The  hair  of  the  men  is  combed  ftraight 
down  ;  the  hats  were  all  hung  on  nails.  When  a 
'man  or  woman  is  tired  of  fitting,  or  wiihcs  to 
make  room  for  another  membef,  they  get  up,  and 
their  feat  is  occupied  by  cithers.  Every  eye  is 
iixed  on  the  ground  j  evety  head  is  bent  down-* 
ward ;  and  ftupidity  h  the  chatafteriftic  feature 
of  every  face.  The  women  hold  in  their  hand 
a  blue  and  white  handkerchief,  and  they  ftood  all> 
like  the  men,  with  their  arms  folded. 
I  The  firft  aft  of  divine  fervice  lafted  nearly  half 
an  hour ;  on  a  fignal  of  the  Chief  Elder,  all  the 
members  prefent  arofe  from  their  feats;  and  men 
and  women  formed  two  diftinft  rows  oppofite 
to  ieach  other,  in  form  of  a  fan,  the  central  point 
of  which  w^as  occupied  by  the  Chief  Elder,  ftand-* 
ing  in  the  fame  place,  where  he  was  feated  bfe«^ 
fore ;  the  rows  opened  towards  the  corners  of  the 
hall,  and  their  pofition  wts  ftudied  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree/that they  wore  long  deliberating  on  the  place, 
Where  they*  had  to  put  their  feet,  before  they  be* 
i  A  gan 
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gan  to  move.  After  a  filence  of  feveral  minutes 
obfen^ed  in  the  fame  pofition,  during  which  the 
hands  and  faces  of  many  of  the  members  were 
ftrongly  convulfed,  and  their  knees  and  legs  Ihook 
and  trembled,  the  chief  made  another  fignal,  with* 
out  which  nothing  is  done.  They  fell  all  on  their 
knees,  and  arofe  again  a  few  niihutes  after.  >  The 
Chief  Elder  now  commenced  a  chaunt,  in  which 
both  the  nofe  and  throat  bore  an  equal  fliare, 
and  which  was  confined  within  the  compafs  of 
our  deep  notes  ;  no  words  could  be  diftinguilhed* 
The  whole  meeting  repeated  the  chaunt;  an4 
again  ceafed,  on  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder. 
After  a  Ihort  filence,  and  upon  another  fignal,  the 
pofition  was  changed.  '  Men  and  women,  who 
are  conflantly  feparate,  drew  up  in  nine  or  ten 
ranks,  facing  the  chief  elder,  by  whofe  fide  two 
or  three  men  and  as  many  women,  the, elders  of 
thefociety,  had  taken  their  feats.  The  troop  of 
women  was  disjoined  from  that  of  the  men  by 
a  fmall  interval  of  bne  or  two  paces.  I  have 
omitted  mentioning,  that  the  men,  previoufly  to 
t^eir  drawing  up  in  rank  ai^d  file,  pulled  off  their 
^oats,  which  they  hung  up  by  their  hats,  and  ap** 
peaied  in  their,  fhirt-lleeves,  tied  with  a  black 
riband.  The  women  changed  not  tlieir  drefs. 
The  Chief  Elder  commenced  another  chaunt, 
inuch  the  feme  as  the  former,  accompanied  by 
Vql.II.  H  the 
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the  elders,  and  the  firft  part  iung  by  the  vrotactt^ 
ivhich  rendered  it  tolerably  melodious.  This 
chaunt  was  no  fooner  begun,  than  the  whole  af- 
fembly  ftarted  into  a  fort  of  dance,  made  a  fpring 
and  a  bow  forwards,  a  Ipring  and  a  bow  to  the 
right,  a  fpring  and  a;  bow  backwards,  a  fpring  and 
a  bow  to  the  left,  twelve  fprings  and  twelve  bow»^ 
forwards,,  and  then  began  the  fame  motions  again, 
until  the  Chief  Elder  ceafed  to  fmg,  which  is  the 
fignal  of  filence  for  the  elders,  and  of  immobility 
for  the  dancing  members.  The  courtefies  both 
tf  the  men  and  women  confifl:  in  a  genuftediron ; 
the  head  is  bent  downwards,  the  arms  are  open, 
and  the  feet  advance  with  a  fort  of  light  caper. 
The  women  make  the  fame  courtefies  as  the  men, 
but  they  glide  along  rather  than  caper.  All  thefe 
motions  are  made  to  the  tune,  with  a  precifion 
and  exa<5lnefs,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  beft 
difciplined  regiment.'  When  this  ceremtCHiy  is 
over,  they  firft  refume  their  Former  pofition  in 
rows,  and  afterwards  their  feats  near  the  walls* 
The  Chief  Elder  at  times  utters  a  few  words,  but 
they  are  unintelligible  to  a  ftrdnger.  When  all 
thefe  different  fccneshavc  been  aftcd,  two  women 
appear,  each  furnilhed  with  a  broom,  and  fweep 
firft  the  place  occupied  by  the  men,  who  draw 
up  in  clofe  order,  to  make  room  for  the  fweepers> 
and  then  that  occupied  by  the  women,  which 

being 
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being  done,  the  fame  courtefies,  chatmts  and  ca^ 
pers  recommence  agftin.  The  whole  lervice  lafted 
abput  three  hour?.  I  had  armed  myfelf  wjith  a 
fufficient  Iharc  of  patience,  to  wait  the  clofe  of 
the  cermony,  in  hopes,  that  I  ihould  be  able  to 
converfe  either  with  the  Chief  Elder,  or  another 
member  of  the  fociety ;  but  in  this  I  was  difap- 
pointed.  Upon  a  fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder  the 
meeting  was  broken  up  ;  the  mcm^bers  took  their 
hats  and  fticks,  moved  off  two  and  two :  and  the 
Chief  Elder  followed,  conduced  by  one  of  the 
Elders.  The  women,  after  having  covered  their 
flat  cap  with  a  hat  equally  flat,  went  out  of  the 
hall  by  a  feparate  door,  and  brought  up  the  rear, 
at anequal  ftep,  and  their  arms  folded. 
.  We  were  told,  that  they  were  going  to  dinner, 
but  could  not  learn  any  farther  particulars.  On 
Sundays  no  ftrangers  obtain  admittance  to  their 
garden;  we  could  only  view  it  over  the  railings, 
apd  found,  that  it  was  large,  beautiful,  and  kept 
in  good  order.  All  the  culinary  plants,  which 
are  not  wanted  for  their  own  confumption,  fhoot 
up  into  feed,  of  which  they  fell  confiderablc 
quantities.  All  their  railings  and  doors  ai;e  paint- 
ed with  as  much  care,  as  in  the  befl  kept  Englilh 
garden.  The  former  run  along  the  ftreets,  to  fe- 
parate them  from  the  houfcs.  Neat  little  pofts, 
painted  mth  equal  care,  mark  the  foot'- way.  The 

H  2  whole 
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'xvhole  forms  the  neateft,  prcttieft,  and  mofl  pica- 
fant  light,  I  ever  faw.  I  repeat  it  once  more, 
that  what  little  I  have  feen  of  this  ibciety  is  liif- 
ficient  to  convince  me,  that  with  the  utmoft  ab- 
furdity  in  point  of  religious  principles  and  wor- 
Ihip,  the  Shakers  unite  much  order,  aftivity  and 
good  fenfe  in  their  bufinefs,  and  uncommon  abi- 
lities in  the  management  of  their  affairs. 

Among  the  fitters  were  fome  very  handfome 
girls,  but  the  major  part  were  rather  advanced  in 
years.  The  number  of  yovmg  men  is  compara- 
tively much  greater.  This  fociety,  which  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  Friends  or  Qua- 
kers, was  tranfplanted,  twenty-two  years  ago, 
from  England  to  America.  The  firft  and  prin- 
cipal fettlement  was  formed  in  1774,  at  Nif- 
queunia,  in  the  ftate  of  New  York,  a  few  miles 
above  Albany ;  fmce  that  time,  one  or  two  more 
have  been  inftituted.  The  chief  leader  of  the 
feft  is  a  woman;  the  firft  was  one  Ann  Lecoq, 
who,  it  is  reported,  had  been  kept  by  an  Enghlh 
officer.  She  died  in  1 784,  and  was  fucceedcd  by 
another,  elected  by  thfe  fe<5l,  from  an  opinion, 
that,  like  her  predeceflbr,  Ihe  is  infallible  and  al- 
lied with  the  Deity ;  flie  refidcs  in  Nifqueunia. 
The  chief  elders  are  her  deputies  and  lubftitutes 
in  the  different  fettlements. 

The  medicinal  waters  of  Lebanon  fpring  in  a 
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tolerable  quantity  behind  the  inn  of  Mr*  Stow^ 
and  are  coUe^led  in  a  bafon,  fix  cubic  feet  in 
extent,  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  bafon  {lands  a  miferable  hut, 
which  contains  the  bath,  filled  by  means  of  one 
cock,  and  emptied  by  another.  About  one  hun- 
dred paces  below  the  bath,  the  faipc  waters  turn 
a  grift-mill  with  two  courfes.  Their  ufe  is  pre- 
fcribed  in  almoft  all  diftempers ;  whether  they  be 
of  any  fervice,  I  know  not,  but  they  feemingly 
enjoy  lels  celebrity,  than  the  medicinal  fprings  of 
Balltown  and  Saratoga,  and  in  point  of  tafte  dif- 
fer not  in  the  leaft  from  common  water.  From 
the  great  number  of  bubbles,  that  are  conftantly 
rifing  from  the  bottom  to  the  furface,  the  Leba- 
non waters  appear  to  be  impregnated  with  fixed 
air.  Dr.  Craig,  of  Bofton,  the  proprietor  of 
this  ipring,  is  to  ereft,  next  year,  the  neceffary 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  valetu- 
dinarians, who  repair  to  this  place  for  the  ufe  of 
the  waters,     * 

The  price  of  land  is  here,  according  to  its  va- 
riations of  quality,  from  fix  to  twenty-five  dollars 
an  acre.  Mr.  Stow,  as  well  as  his  whole  family, 
nurfed  me  with  the  utmoft  care,  during  my  ill- 
ncfs. 

The  ftages  being  permitted  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
the  afternoon  s  fcrvicQ  is  over,  wc  proceeded  on 

H  3     .i^--r-^  our 


ibi 


IrkAVELS  THRO0GH 


xmr  joumfey  to  Pittsfield,  which  you  generally 
reach  the  firft  day  of  your  departure  from  Albany, 
unlefs  it  be  a  Sunday.  On  the^  liimmit  of  Han- 
cock-mountain, to  which  you  turn  on  leaving 
the  low  grounds,  the  boundary  of  New  York 
joins  that  of  Mallachuifetts.  The  cpuntry  on  th* 
tother  fide  of  the  mountain  widens  into  a  more 
open  profpeA,  although  fome  fmali  eminentefe 
continue  yet  in  view,  which  are  cultivated  arid 
adorned  with  houfes.  You  fee  Pittsfield  Sve  ot 
iix  miles  before  you  reach  it. 

It  is  a  fmall  neat  town,  built  about  twehty-fivfe 
years  ago.  The  houfes  are  moftly  of  joiner's 
Work,  large- and  handfome;  the  price  both  of 
land  and  labour  is  much  the  fame  as  in  Lebanonj 
but  the  currency  is  of  a  different  ftandard.  A 
dollar  is  here  wdrth  fix  fiiillings.  Pittsfield  lies 
in  the  county  of  Berkihire,  which  contains  about 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Being  much  weakened  by  my  yefterday's  S% 
of  the  ague,  and.  expeding  another  fit  this  morn* 
ing,  I  lay  down  as  foon  as  I  arrived.  My  reft  was 
however  interrupted  by  a  love-fccne,  a6tedin  the 
paffkgc,  by  Mr.  Mac-Elroy  and  a  niece  of  the 
landlord,  a  tall,  buxom  lais  with  fine  eyes.  *^  Give~ 
me  a  kifs,  my  dear — do^  give  me  a  kifs,"  I  beard 
a  whole  hour  together.  1  congratulated  my  tra- 
Veiling  conipanioa  the  next  murning  on  his  amo* 

rous 
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rous  adventure,  wjiich,  however,  had  beett  copt* 
imed  to  the  moft  teuder  and  ardent  kifleson  botH  . 
fides;  any  thing  more  having  been  conftantly  re-» 
fufed.  I  relate  this  trifling  anecdote,  as  it  m^ 
fcrve  to  give  an  idea  of  American  manners.  Ad- 
ventures of  this  defcription  arc  faid  to  be  verj^ 
comixion,  without  the  leaft  difparagement  to  tfeq 
Iwiourof  the  amorous  lafles,  although  at  times 
they  are  carried  fomewhat  farther. 

Having  arrived  yefterday  in  a  covered  cart,  w« 
were  promifed  a  better  carriage  for  this  <ipy*§ 
journey ;  and  yet  this  better  carriage  confift^d  in 
^  open  cart.  On  considering  that  I  was  to  fiit- 
f:ain  my  fit  of  the  ague  in  this  cart,  I  could  not  ' 
but  find  it  extremely  inconvenient ;  but  the  law 
of  neceflity  fuperiedes  all  deliberation>  I  wa3  at 
conficjerable  pains  to  obtain  a  little  hay,  on  whicJi 
I  might  reft ;  and  thus  fhaking  with  the  col4  fit 
of  the  ague,  and  broiled  by  the  fcorching  fiin,  I 
paffed  over  the  Green  Mountains,  a  wild,  rocky 
trad  of  country,  but  cultivated  ^ip  to  the  lum* 
^it  of  the  mountains ;  a  fcene,  which  frequently 
recalled  to  my  mind  the  profpefts  of  Switzerland, 
^d  eipecially  the  mountains  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud^ 
The  road  lies  oyer  a  chain  of  rocks.  Midway 
f^oiti  Northampton  our  cart  flopped,  Utterly. 
Vnable  to  yrocecd  any  farther,  I  lay  down  to  fiif- 
wn  niy  fit  >f  the  ague,  and  continued  in  bed 
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two  hours.  Through  the  compaffion  of  the 
driver,  we  obtained  here  a  covered  poft-coach, 
fu^ended  upon  iprings,  and  thifs  reached  at 
length  Northampton,  a  neat  town,  iituated  in  a 
pleaiant  country,  and  containing  many  hand- 
fome  and  convenient  houfes,  among  which  is  an 
inn,  fcarcely  equalled  by  any  other  in  America. 
The  building  is  ipacious  and  neat,  the  apartments 
are  well  diftributed,  the  family  confifts  of  well- 
bred  people,  and  the  articles  of  provifion  are  good 
and  in  abundance.  The  lituation  of  Northamp- 
ton is  extremely  pleafant.  The  banks  of  the  Con- 
nefticut,  on  which  the  town  is  feated,  offer  a  de- 
lightful  profpe<5l,  and  lie  almoft  entirely  in  grafs. 
The  houfes  are  well-built  and  neatly  painted. 
The  number  of  the  inhabitants  amounts  to  fix- 
teen  hundred.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Hampfhire,  in  the  flate  of  MafTachufetts.  The 
town  carries  on  fbme  trifling  trade  with  Hart- 
ford, to  which  it  tranfmits,  in  ycffels,  the  produce 
of  the  furrounding  country.  Great  numbers  of 
cattle  are- fattened  in  the  county,  which  contains 
about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Maffachufetts  is  as  much  cultivated  as  France. 
I  certainly  did  not  pafs  through  tlie  moft  fertile 
part  of  this  ftate,  it  being  covered  with  ftones  and 
rocks,  and  yet  it  is  throughout  cultivated.  The 
houfes  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  and^iland  in  the 
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midft  of  the  fields  and  farms  to  which  they  be- 
long.    They  are  extremely  well  built,  confift  of 

• 

joiner's  work,  and  are  very  neatly  painted  white. 
The  ftables  and  barns  are  painted  red.  Nearly 
all  the  fences  are  made  of  Hones  coUeded  from 
the  fields.  The  harveft  is  completely  houfed, 
and  the  farmers  are  bufied  in  mowing  the  after- 
crop of  grafs.  Six  or  feven  mowers  are  at  work 
in  the  iame  meadow.  This  carries  an  appear- 
ance of  aftivity  and  proiperity,  which  is  extremely 
pleafing,  and  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of 
Europe.  Numbers  of  hories  are  feen  in  the  fields, 
■^hich,  however,  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty. 
•*^he  cattle  are  of  a  fine  breed,  and  all  the  |)af- 
^^e-grounds  are  covered  with  them. 

On  leaving  Northampton,  you  crols  the  beau- 
tiftil  river  Connefticut.     The  banks,  being  well- 
wooded,  and  floping  gently  towards  the  bed  of 
the  Itreain,  fccure  the  country  from  inundation. 
W'hile  croflSng  the  river,  I  learned,  that  vcflcls 
^f  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen  fail  fifty  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  that  ihips  can  come  up 
^  far  as  within  fdrty  miles  of  Northampton. 
W'e  halted  in  Bellytown,  where  the  New  York 
road  meets  that  of  Albany.    Our  travelling  party 
t^^d  this  morning  already  been  encreafed  by  a 
^^rty  little  boy,  and  was  now  augmented  by  the 
p^ffengers,  who  arrived  in  the  New  York  ftage, 

ind 


106 


TJRAVELS  THROUGH 


land  by  two  other  travelers,  a  Mr.  Wihi^lkM^ 
&oN>  a  land-holder  of  Georgia  aad  pleafant  consN 
panion,  but  a  vioknt  par-tizan  of  the  Anti-fede^ 
ralift  party ;  and  a  young  man  of  New  York, 
whofe  aame .  I  did  not  learn.  Ck>ntinually  the 
fame  iort  of  land,,  but  better  roads  as  far  as  Speri-^ 
cer,  wh^re  the  two  waggoners  of  th^  old  and,  new 
BoftoQ  roads  waited  our  arrival,  to  try  to  prevaB 
upon  us,  each  in  his  turn,  to  give  tlje  preference 
to  his  road.  I  was  determined  to  choofe  that» 
i^rhich  the  others  fhould  not.  I  wanted  further 
reft  and  convenience,  as  I  had  »ot  pailed  the  day, 
on  ^hich  I  was  frise  frona  the  (cy^r^  :cjuitc  ib 
well  as  the  firft. 


.      .      THE  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAMS.. 

We  made  our  arrangements  in  {^ch  maraic<| 
that  four  pcrlbns  only  obtained  feats  in  our  itage-^? 
coach  ;  I  procured  a  back  feat.  In  Worcefter 
three  .ladies  joined  pur  party,  w^ho,  on  perceiving 
ray  iickly  appearance,  would  not*  accept  my  feat. 
But,  notwithftandirig  their  politenefs,  and  ill 
ipite  of  my  firm  determination  to  bear  up  a§  long 
as  poffible,  I  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  Marlbwrough. 
Unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  jolting  of.  the 
coach,  I  was  necelTitated  to  entreat  my  travelling 
companions  to  fet  me  down  at  an  inn,  wii^ere  I 
•^as  certain  of  an  opportunity  of  purfuing  my 

journey 
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journey  in  the  mail-coach.  And  well  had  I  done 
to  flop  here,  for  I  was  no  iboner  in  bed,  than  I 
was  feizcd  with  a  very  violent  fit  of  illnefs,  in 
addition  to  the  ague.  Although  exceflively  ill, 
I  was  fenfible  of  my  dreadful  fituation,  being 
thus  laid  on  a  bed  of  ficknefs  among  people  who 
had  never  feen  me  before  ;  and^  this  idea  threw 
Jne  into  an  agitation  of  mind,  .which  bordered  on 
defpair.  But,  fortunately  the  family,  in  whole 
houfe  I  had  ftopped,  were  the  beft  people  -in  the  - 
world.  Both  men  and  women  took  •  as  much 
care  of  me,  as  if  I  had  been  their  own  child.  Es- 
pecially the  women,  young  and  old — for  the  fa- 
mily is  very  numerous — nurfed  me  with  the  ut- 
pioft  iblicitude  and  attention.  Having  obferved, 
that  I  was  attacked  by  a  diarrhoea,  which  lafted 
two  days,  and  was  probably  the  efFed:  of  heat 
ttpon  an  emaciated  conftitution,  they  infilled  up- 
<^n  fending  for  a  phyfician.  I  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  their  remonftrances ;  the  phyfician 
came;  and,^  as  he  could  riot  poffibly  leave  me  ^ 
"Without  prefcribing  Ibmething,  he  gave  me  pills. 
*  Was  under  the  neceffity  of  continuing  four 
<Jays  longer  in  this  houfe,  where  I  experienced 
the  bell  treatment ;  and  which,  from  my  un- 
<^omrnoa  weaknefs,  I  was  not  able  to  leave.  I  • 
*iad  there  another  fit  of  the  fever,  which  ren- 
dered me  delirious,  and  afforded  me  additional 
S^O'uikIs  to  praife  this  excellent  family. 
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Their  name  is  Williams.  The  great  grand- 
father of  the  Williams,  who  at  prefent  keeps  the 
inn,  arrived  here  with  the  firft  fettlcrs  from  Eng- 
land, and,  which  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  built 
the  houfe  which  is  now  inhabited  by  this  great 
grandfon.  The  room,  which  I  occupied,  has  not 
fince  that  time  undergone  the  leaft  alteration ;  all 
the  defendants  of  the  firft  Williams,  the  prefent 
landlord  included,  were  bom  in  this  room*  The 
brothers  of  the  landlord,  the  fifters  of  his  wife, 
their  children,  and  his  own,  live  all  together,  and 
form  one  family. 

Beiide  the  inn,  which  being  much  frequented 
cannot  but  yield  a  confiderable  profit,  Williams 
poffeffes  an  eftate  of  two  hundred  acres,  nearly 
three-fourths  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  or, 
to  Ipeak  more  properly,  lie  in  grafs,  which  is  the 
general  cuftom  in  Maflachufetts.  Meadows, 
which  are  mowed  very  early,  yield  a  fecond  crop, 
and  produce  from  two  to  three  tons  of  hay  per 
acre.  Such  land  as  does  not  lie  in  grafs  is  fown 
with  Indian  corn*  They  alfo  fow  a  little  oats 
and  barley,  but  no  more  than  is  neceflary  for  the 
feed  of  the  horfes  and  the  confiimption  of  the 
inn.  The  prejudice  in  favour  of  Indian  com  is 
deeply  rooted  in  this  country ;  but  the  ftate  of 
agriculture  is,  upon  the  whole,  far  better  here 
than  in  any  part  of  America,  which  I  have  hither^ 
to  traverfed.     The  dung  is  carefully  preferved, 

and 
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and  even  the  ftrcet-dirt  if  made  ufc  of  as  a  ma- 
nuttj  and  in  fpring  laid  on  the  fields.  Agriculture 
is  not  ib  well  underftood  here  as  in  England ; 
but  they  think  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  carry- 
ing it  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfeftion,  and  con- 
verfe  on  agricultural  improvements  with  good 
fenfe  and  judgment.  Cattle  are  here  in  great 
abundance,  and  of  a  very  fine  breed .  Bofton  offers  ^ 
a  certain  and  ready  market  for  all  the  produ^ons 
which  can  be  fent  thither.  The  breed  of  pigs  is 
remarkably  fine  ;  they  grow  uncommonly  fat. 
Day-labourers  may  be  procured  in  *great  abund- 
ancc  ;  their  wages  are  four  ihillings  and  fixpencc 
a  day,  or  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a  month. 

This  part  of  America  difplays  in  every  reipeft 
tnie  European  induftry.  In  every  village  the 
ftreets  along  the  road  are  lined  with  fliops.  Ca- 
binet-makers, (hoe-makers,  faddlers,  coach-ma- 
kers, and  tanners,  arc  very  numerous.  My  friend 
Williams  was  not  fufficicntly  verfed  in  the  poli- 
tical economy  of  the  country  to  inform  me  of  the 
exaft  proportipn  of  the  taxes  and  other  public 
burthens.  All. he  was  able  to  tell  me  on  this  fub- 
jeft  was,  that  the  aggregate  fum  of  his  aflfeff- 
mcnts,  taxes,  county  and  parilh  rates  included, 
amounts  yearly  to  about  forty  dollars,  befides  four 
dollars  ajjd  half  for  his  licence  to  keep  the  irm. 
Dodor  CoTTY,  a  furgeon,  who  attended  me, 

and 
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and  pofleiles  an  cftatc  of  eighty  acres,  pays  no 
more  than  twenty  dollars.  He  is  alfb  a  very  wor- 
thy man,  whom  1  have  every  reafbn  to  praife. 

All  thefe  people  bufy  themfelves  rfluch  with 
politics,  and  from  the  landlord  down  to  the  houfc-^ 
maid  they  all  read  two  newfpapers  a  day.  Mr. 
Williams  and  Dr.  Cotty  are  by  no  means  friendly 
to  the  treaty,  becaufe  they  do  not  like  the  Eng- 
lifli,  and  contend  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  that  nation.  But  they  fay,  at  the  fame  time> 
that  it  muft  all  be  left  to  the  Preiident,  who  will 
make  every  thing  right.  I  muft  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  I  cannot  beftow  too  much  praife  on 
the  kindnefs  of  thefe  excellent  people.  Being 
a  ftranger,  utterly  unacquainted  with  them,  fick, 
and  appearing  in  the  garb  of  mediocrity,  border- 
ing on  indigence,  I  poffefled  not  the  leaft  claim 
on  the  holpitality  of  this  refpedable  family,  but 
iiich  as  their  own  kindnefs  and  humanity  could 
iiiggeft;  and  yet,  during  the  five  days  I  continued 
in  their  houfe,  they  negleded  their  own  bufineis 
to  nurfe  me  with  the  tendereft  care  and  unwea- 

w 

ried  Iblicitude.  They  heightened  ftill  more  the 
geneiofity  of  their  condudl  by  making  up  their 
account  in  a  manner  fb  extremely  reaionable,  that 
three  times  its  amount  would  not  have  been  too 
much  for  the  trouble  I  had  caufed  them.  May 
this  re^^table  family  ever  enjoy  the  bleifings 

which 
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which  they  fo  welt  deferre  \    This  fliall  be  my 
conftant, '  fervent  wilh  until  my  laft  moment, 

Ifering  at  length  recovered  Ibmc what  more 
fcength,  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  a  journey,  and  be- 
ing dcfirous  of  reaching  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof* 
fiblc,  as  I  hoped  to  find  fome  letters  in  that  city^ 
I  took  a  feat  in  the  mail-coach,  which  ftops  at 
Williams's  houfc.     It  is  the  fame  fort  of  carriage 
a$  a  ftage-coach,  except  that  it  is  lighter,  better 
fufpcnded,  and  takes  but  fix  pafiTengers,  its  chief 
deftination  being  to  carry  the  mail,  I  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  three  or  four  miles,  when  we  were  met 
by  a  coach  and  four.     It  was  General  Kkox, 
who,  during  a  temporary  refidence  in  Boflx>n,  on 
account  of  private  bufinefs,  having  accidentally 
learned,  that  I  lay  ill  at  Marlborough,  came  to 
^^ie  me  to  Bofton.     My  fatisfaiftion  and  grati- 
tude for  this  uncommon  kindnefs  may  be  eafily 
conceived*     I  had  frequently  feen  him  at  Phila* 
delphia,  in  the  courfe  of  laft  winter ;  had  often 
been  at  his  houfe,  which  I  found  extremely  plea- 
fant ;  but  had  not  the  leaft  right  to  expe<3:  fiich 
a  difUnguilhed  ad:  of  kindnefs.    I  was  too  weak 
*^  ^xprefs  my  feelings,  but  was  the  more  over- 
whelmed by  them* 

The  road  from  Marlborough  to  Bofton  is  a 
contmual  village.  Twenty  miles  from  this  city 
^gins  an  uninterrupted  line  of  handfome  houfes^ 

cleanly 
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cleanly  and  pleafant  buildings^  neat  gardens^  and 
fine  orchards,  which  form  all  together  a  rick  and 
delightfvil  proipeA,  the  charms  of  which  arc  ftill 
more  enhanced  by  nuniberlefs  hories,  ckttle,  and 
iheep,  which  enliven  the  landfcape,  and  are  fliel- 
tered  from  the  fcorching  lun  by  clumps  of  trees, 
planted  for  that  purpofe.  You  fee  every  where 
numerous  churches,  of  a  fimple  conftrudlion,  but 
neatly  painted,  and  fumifhed  with  fine  Ipires. 
They  are  furrounded  with  open  ftables,  in  which 
the  country-people  put  up  their  horfcs  during 
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the  fervice.  •  This  is  a  pretty  general  cuftom 
throughout  America,  unknown  in  Europe,  but 
which  is  more  carefully  attended  to  in  Mafla- 
chufetts,  the  mpft  opulent  and  populous  of  thele 
ftates  I  have  Hitherto  fe6n. 
.  At  laft  you  pafs  through  the  handfome  village 
of  Cambridge,  and  reach  Bofton  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  which  was  finiflied  laft  year,  and  which> 
including  the  caufeway  leading  to  it,  is  a  mile  in 
length.  This  bridge  was  conftrufted  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  company,  who  receive  a  toll,  which 
yields  nearly  twenty  per  cent  intereft  on  the  ca- 
pital fpent  in  building  the  bridge.  I  was  too  much 
indiipoied  fully  to  enjoy  the  view  of  this  delight- 
ful country,  which  reminds  a  man  of  England 
on  many  accounts,  but  was  not  altogether  infen- 
fible  to  its  charms. 

BOSTON. 
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The  towns>  which  are  moft  populous,  moft  an* 
.  cient,  3nd  moft  flouriihiftg  in  point  of  trade  and 
induftry,  and  which  on  thefe  grounds  intcrell 
moft  the  curiosity  of  foreigners,  are  cxadlly  thofe 
oil  which  a  traveller  has  leafc  to  remark.    All  the 
obfervatioils,  which  he  might  make  in  regard  to 
them,  have  been  anticipated  by  others,  and  he 
will  frequently  wafte  his  talents  in  repeating,  with 
lefe  accuracy,  what  hiftoriographers,  gazetteers, 
nay  direftories,  have  faid  before  him.     This  is 
exadly  the  cafe  with  Bofton.    Dr.  Morfe's  Ame- 
rican Geography,  and  a  variety  of  direftories,  pub- 
liflied  in  that  to  wn,  give  a  more  minute,  and  pro- 
bably a  more  exaft  account  of  it,  than  all  the  in- 
formation which  the  moft  active  foreigner  can 
colled  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months.    I  fhall,  there- 
fore, forbear   entering  into   any  details,  which 
would  be  ufelefs,  and  which  my  friends  may  eafily 
procure. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula. 
The  ifthmus,  which  connedls  it  with  the  conti- 
nent, is  but  a  few  yards  in  breadth,  fo  that  it 
flight  eafily  be  out  through,  fliould  the  fafety  of 
the  place  demand  it.  Bofton  is  fo  completely 
girt  by  the  fea,  that  the  Ihorteft  bridge,  by  which 
you  can  reach  it,  is  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length. 
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The  harbour  is  four  or  five  miles  in  depth,  of 
a  ftill  greater  breadth,  and  interfperfed  v/ith  nu-- 
merous  iflands,  which  forra  a  more  plcafing  prof- 
pcd  from  none  of  them  being  pcrfedly  flat  and 
level.  ' 

Several  of  thefe  iflands  are  fituatcd  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  which  from  one  fide  to 
the  other  may  be  five  miles  in  breadth,,  but  the 
navigable  part  of  which  is  fcarcely  half  a  mile 
wide.  The  paflage  between  moft  of  thefe  iflands 
is  inacceffible  for  Ihips  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred  tons  burthen.  The  only  channel,  paflable 
for  fliipsof  a  larger  fize,  lies  between  two  iflands, 
one  of  which  is  called  Caftle  Ifland,  and  the 
other  Ggvcrnor's  Maud,  half  a  mile  difl:ant  from 
each  other.  This-  channel  is  ftill  more  narrowed 
by  a  third  of  it.  only  having  fufficient  depth  of 
water,  efpecially  for  fliips  of  a  deep  draught,  which 
are  obliged  to  fteer  along  Caftle  Ifland  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  two  hundi'ed  yards  from  the  land.  If 
thefe  iflands  were  fortified  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  be  able  to  cannonade  fliips  with  efFeft  long 
before  they  could  dr^w  near,  and  even  after  they 
had  reached  the  port,  the  town  of  Bofton  would 
be  moft  powerfully  protected  from  any  attack, 
that  riiight'be  made  on  it. 

General  Knox,  who  but  very  lately  refigned  the 
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place  of  Secretary  at  War,  told  me,  that  not  only 

are 


—  •  »  * 

THE  UlJiTED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  llS 

^te  j>tans  drawn  up  and  approved  of  for  creAing 
thefe  fortifications,  but  that  Congrefs  has*  alfo  rc- 
folved  to  bear  the  expence,  eftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  forty  thoufand  of  which 
were  already  granted  two  year^  ago,  that  the  work 
might  irtimediately  be  commenced;  but  that  the 
icgiflature  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts  oppofes 
tlie  execution  of  this  plan. 

As  many  of  my  readers  may  be  iat  a  lofs  to 
conceive  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  oppofitioii  to 
the  refolution  of  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the  pofir 
tive  orders  of  the  Prefident^  I  think  it  ncceflary 
to  expkin '  this  matter. 

If  a  pkce  is  to  be  fortified  by  th6  Union,  the 
^tate,  in  the  territory  of  which  it  is  feated,  muft 
previoufly  cede  it  to  the  Union,  which  •  takes  it 
under  its  immediate  proteclion,  and  the  ceffion  of 
the  above  iflands  bas^  hitherto  met  with  fb  ftrong 
an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  Icgiflature,  that 
It  has  not  yet  been  poffible  to  obtain  it.  Thb 
true  caufe  of  this  oppofition  is  the  general  aver- 
fion  of  the  States  againft  fubjefting  any  part  of 
their  territory  to  the  fupremacy  of  the  Union, 
Hnd  the  pretence  alleged  in  the  cafe  under  con- 
ficjeration  is,  that  Caftlc  Ifland  is  the  only  fafe 
place  for  convid:s,  who  are  kept  here  to  hard  la-^ 
bour,  and  who  cannot  be  fent  to  any  other  place 
equally  fafe  and  convenient. 
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The  kgiflatiye  power  has,  however,  made  the 
propofal  of  fortifying  this  ifland,  without  ceding 
it  to  the  Union.  Sixty  foldiers,  paid  by  the  ftate, 
form  the  gkrrifon  of  this  ifland,  which  violates 
the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  conftitutional 
^d:,  enading,  in  exprefs  terms,  "  that  in  time  of 
peace  no  fmgle  fta:te  Ihall  maintain  any  regular 
troops.'' 

The  anti-federalift  party  are  charged  as  being 
the  chief  authors  and  abettors^of  the  above  op- 
pofkion ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  op- 
pofers  belong  all  to  that  party.  Their  number, 
it  is  afferted,  begins  now  to  decreafe,  and  the 
whole  fetiate  is  favourably  difpofed  for  the  forti- 
fication, fo  that  it  probably  will  foon:  be  com* 
menced. 

In  this  probable  manner,  the  otherwife  incon-» 
ceivable  oppofition  to  the  joint  will  of  the  Con* 
grefs  and  Prefident,  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  im* 
portanee,  has  been  explained  to  me. 

All  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  on  the  preffing  neceffity  of  erefting  theic 
fortifications,  manifefted  _a  fort  of  indifference, 
for  which  I  can  only  account  from  their  attention 
being  entirely  engr9ffed  by  their  private  affairs. 
. .  If  you  obferve  to  them  "  That  rfie^,^iglifli,  in 
the  prelent  ftate  of  things,  may  eafily,  run  three 
or  four  frigates  into  the  harbour,  bum  all  the  lliip- 
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p'mg,  fet  the  houfes  on  fire,  and  retreat  without 
the  leaft  danger'* — they  grant  all  this,  but  add, 
"  The  Englilh  will  not  come  ;  we  have  no  war, 
and  Ihall  wage  none ;  wc  have  nothing  to  fear/'.^ 
They  fcem  to  forget,  that  the  ipirit  of  revenge 
againft  revolted  lubje'ds  conftantly animates  Great 
Britaiii ;  which  will  never  coniider  the  Americans 
but  in  that  light;  though  circumftances  may 
force  the  Englilh  cabinet  to  enter  into  public 
negociations  with  the  United  States,  and  that^ 
this  fpirit  of  revenge  is  peculiarly  dire<fted  againil 
Bofton,  where  the  revolution  began  in  fo  decifive; 
a  manner*.  They  feem  not  to  confider,  that  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  Botton  afford  addi- 
tional  reafbns  for  ftrengthening  its  means  of  de- 
fence, and  that  the  importance  of  a  ftate  is  en- 
creafed  in  the  eftimation  of  its  enemies,  and  of 
^11  foreign  powers,  in  proportion  as  it  is  rendered 

*  The  futility  of  this  reafoning  precludes  refutation,  but 
'^  IS  a  cireumftance,  worthy  of  femark,  that  the  Prefident 
<^f  the  Union,  under  whofe  adminiftration  the  relations  of 
amity  and  friendlhip  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
^ates  have  been  fo  fully  eftablifhed,  is  the  man  who  bore 
^"emoft  confpicuous  part  in  the  decifive  meafures  which 
commenced  the  revolution  at  Boilon,  the  man  who  in  Bkis-^ 
*OT*s  judgment  "  has  the  excefs  cf  republican  virtuesy^  and 
''^"O  of  confequence  muft  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
^ndooi  of  the  political  fyftem  which  he  has  jurfued  with 
^^fliakcn  firmnefe.— rrtf»/7. 
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Icfs  vulnerable,  by  the  adoption  of  the  mbft  pro-s 
per  and  moft  vigorous  meafiares  of  defence. 

Thefe  are  all  principles  of  acknovs^ledged  truth ; 
and  thefe  maxims  fo  evidently  apply  to  the  United 
States,  and  efpecially  to  Bofton,  that  even  the  cir-: 
cumftance  of  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
ing entirely  abforbed  by  their  private  intereft  falls 
Ihort  of  fatisfa(9:orily  explaining  the  indifference, 
which  they  difplay  in  regard  to  fortifications,  of 
the  neceffity  of  vv^hich  they  are  perfedly  aware. 

The  prefent  ftate  oi  Gaftle  Ifland,  garrifoned 
by  fixty  armed  fbldiers,  and  where  on  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  rampart  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  are 
lying,  moft  of  vs^hich  are  deftitute  of  trunnions^^ 
would  be  a  matter  of  fincere  regret  even  for  him, 
who  Ihouid  have  the  intereft  of  America  and  the 
liumiJiai'tQn  of  England  \c{s  at  heart,  than  I  have*. 
I  lament  it  moft  fincercly,  inafmuch,  as  fetting 
apart  the  confideration  of  danger,  it  befpeajks  ^ 
degree  of  national  indolence,  which,  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  is  truly  difgracefuL         ' 

Governor's  Ifland   is   ftiU  Icfs    fortified  than 


*  The  candour,  with  which  thc^  author  here  points  out 
the  fource  of  his  inyed^iyes  ^^gain^l  the  Britifh  g()vcrrtment, 
and  the  origin  of  the  farcaflic  ceuftive,  which  on  all  o<..ca- 
iions  he  pafles  on  the  Knglifli  cabinet,  defervcs  much  pr;jii"e.' 
He  inveichs  ^nd  cepfures,  becaufc  he  anxiuuflv  dcilrcs  t/ie 
kmi'tlitttion  of  England. — Tro'fi,  « 
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Caftle  Ifland ;  a  block-houfe,  crc<fted  on  an.  emi- 
nenccy-form^  the  only  means  of  defence.  In 
France  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  would  be 
mounted  in  thefe  iflands,  and  the  moft  parfimo- 
nious  adminiftration  would  not  rcpine  at  this  ex- 
perice,  to  whatever  fum  it  might  amount.  ^ 

Tlic  foldiers,  who  form  the  garrifon  of  C^ftlc 
Ifland,  have  a  very  dirty  and  mean  appearance; 
which  does  not  feem  to  be  an  infeparable  attribute 
of  republican  troops. 

The  convi<5ls  of  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts  are 
fent  to  this  ifland,  wliere  they  are  kept  at  hard 
iabour.     They  are  chiefly  employed  in  making 
nails  and  ftiocs,  and  are  confined  by  day ;  ib  that 
in  this  refped:  their  fate  is  not  worfe,  than  that  of 
the  garrifon.   •  But  no  efFe^iual  ineafures  have 
been  adopted  tq  improve  their  mcifals,  or  provide 
for  their  welfare  at  the  and  of  their  irr/^rifonment. 
The  maehinery,  introduced  into  all  other  nail- 
'  manufaiftorics  of  America,  to  fhorten  and  cafe 
hard  labour,  are  here  only  excluded,  {6  that  the 
convifts  work  to  great  difad vantage,  if  compared 
with  other  workmen,  and  are  not  able  to  lay  by 
any  favings  during  the  time  of  their  captivity, 
which  they  might  ufefuUy  employ,  whlen  reftored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.     This  heedlefTivds 
contrafts,  in.  a  linking  manner,  with  the  admir- 
able attention  and  order  which  prevail  in  the  pri- 
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fons  of  Philadelphia,  the  excellent  ftatc  of  vhich 
will  furnilh  juft  grounds  of  ceniiire  againft  all  the 
other  ftates,  as  long  as  they  imitate  not  the  laud- 
able example  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  Englifli  laws,  called  in  England  the  cam-* 
mon  law,  are  obferved  in  the  ftate  of  MaiTachu^ 
fctts  in  regard  to  all  fiich  points  as  are  rwt  de- 
cided in  a  different  manner  by  a  pofitive  law^ 
.  which  is  frequently  the  cafe.  Fathers  poflefs  the 
right  of  difpofing  of  their  cftates  by  a  laft-will,  in 
its  utmoft  latitude,  on  condition  of  their  leaving 
to  every  one  of  their  children  fome  part,  how- 
ever fmall,  of  their  property.  This  right,  which 
prodigality,  revenge,  paternal  diiplealure,  and  the 
imbecility  of  old  age,  would  frequently  abufe  in 
our  European  ftates,  is  here  attended  with  no  in- 
.convenience,  ^^  No  father  has  yet  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  it,'*  anfwered  they,  with  whom  I  remon- 
ftrated  on  the  plenitude  of  this  right,  vefted  in 
the  teftator.     This  anfwer,  worthy  of  Spartans^ 
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has,  however,  not  convinced  me,  that  the  man- 
ners of  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts  are  as 
remote  from  an  ill  ufe  of  unlimited  power,  aa 
thofe  of  the  Spartans  were  from  parricide  at  the 
time  of  Lycurgus ;  nor  has  it  reconciled  me  to 
a  law,  which,  at  leaft  in  fome  meafurc;,  is  unjuft. 
The  penal  code  is  compofed  of  Englilh  laws, 
fomewhat  mitigated,  Mr»  Suli-ivan/  Attor- 
ney* 


,THE  UNITED  STATES.  CAKABA.  &C.     12) 

acjr-General  of  the*  ftate,  takes  peculiar  care,  that 
juftice  is  adminiii^red  with  mercy ;  he  is  a  zeal* 
ous  partizan^  it .  ieems^  of  the  criminal  law  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  is  now  engaged  in  endearours  to 
get  it  adopted  by  the  legiflatnre  of  Maffachufetts. 
The  ftate  levies  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, amounting  to  forty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  The 
quota  of  each  contributing  inhabitant  towards 
this  tax,  as  well  as, the  county  and  parilh-ratcs,  is 
very  trifling,  though  more  confiderablc  than  in 
the  ftate3  of  New  York  and  Pennfylvania.  Pro- 
perty, both  perfonal  and  real,  is  taxed ;  and  fuch 
parts  of  it,  as  are  hot  evident,  are  rated  by  com- 
niiffioners,  againft  whom  bitter  complaints  are 
preferred  at  Bofton,  relative  to  the  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  which  they  frequently  proceed.  Theft 
grievances,  it  feems,  are  not  altogether  unfbunded.  • 
No  recourfe  can  be  had  againft  an  unjuft  valua- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  commiffioners,  as,  in  or- 
der tp  obtain  redrels,  the  complainants  would  be 
bilged  to  difclofe  the  real  amount  of  their  pro- 
perty ;  which,  as  they  are  generally  men  of  great 
health,  unjuftly  taxed  from  motives  of  jealoufy 
^d  envy,  they  wifh  to  avoid.  Several  of  them. 
Wc  left  Bofton,  and  fettled  in  other  ftates  or 
towiis,  where  they  enjoy  fccurity  from  arbitrary 

proceedings 


122 


TRAVBtS  THROUGH 


proceedings  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Br  EC  k  of  Philai* 
delphia  left  Bofton  on  thi^  account,  and  Mr, 
Thomas  Russel,  a  merchant,  generally  refpe<Sl- 
cd  in  America,  intends,  it  is  aflertcd,  to  fettle  in 
Charleftown,  a  fmall  town,  feparated  from  Bof- 
ton only  by  a  bridge.  His  affelTment,  under  the 
fole  head  of  capitation  or  poll-tax,  amounted  tp 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Gut  of  the  parifh-rates,  among  other  articles, 
the  fchools  are  iupported,  of  which,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  ftate,  a  certain  number  muft  be 
kept  in  each  townfhip,  proportionate  to  its  ex-r 
tent  and  population.  In  addition  to  thefe  fchools, 
many  colleges  have  been  inftituted  in  this  ftate, 
which  are  fcattered  through  its  whole  extent,  for 
the  convenience  of  thofe  who  poflefs  fufficient 
property,  and  wifh  to  purfue  their  ftudies  beyond 
the  inftrutftion,  which  common  fchools.  can  afford. 
The  Univerfity  at  Cambridge  offers  alfo  ample 
means  for  acquiring  cxtenfive  erudition.  This 
univerfity,  which  i^  modelled  after  the.  Englifh 
univerfities,  has  profefTorfliips  for  every  branch  of 
the  fciences.  It  poffefTes  a  fine  library^  a  tolerably 
complete  philofophical  apparatus,  and  a  mufeum, 
which  is  yet  rather  incomplete,  but  will,  no  doubt, 
loon  be  improved*  The  whole  inflru<5lion  is  ap- 
parently managed  on  very  good  principles.  The 
funds,  affigned  for  its  fupport,  not  being  fuffi- 

ciently. 
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ciently  corfUderable  to  inftruft  the  fcholars  gratis, 
Aey  are  obliged  to  pay  quarterly  the  moderate 
fum  of  iixteen  dollars.  They  alfo  pay  fix  dollars 
a  month  for  their  board,  and  are  admitted  after 
previous  examination  by  the  profeflbrs.  They 
remain  here  four  years  ;  if  they  defirc  to  continue 
longer,  for  the  purpofc  of  taking  a  degree,  they 
pay  no  longer  the  above  fixteen  dollars,  but  merely 
for  their  lodgings.  Mr.  Wjllard,  prefident  of 
the  univerfity,  from  whom  I  learned  thefe. parti- 
culars, is  a  man  of  uncommon  merit,  verfcd  in 
all  the  fciences,  which  are  taught  here. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  feated  on  two  or  three 
eminences,  and  in  the  fmall  interv^ening  vales, 
is  but  of  little  compafs.  It  has  no  regular  Itrects, 
but  is  neverthelels  very  plealant.  The  houies  arc 
neat  and  cleanly ;  a  great  number  have  gardens 
adjoining  to  them,  and  all  afford  delightful  prof- 
pefts.  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  mild 
and  hofpitabje  ;  they  afe  muph  like  the  Englilh. 

The  opulent  inhabitants  ha\=«,  moft  of  them, 
country-feats  at  ibme  diftance  from  the  town, 
'where  they  refide  in  ilimrner.  A  foreigner  eafily 
f>btains  an  extenfive  acquaintance,  and  is  every- 
where invited,  in  a  manner  fo  extremcly>  oblig- 

• 

^gu  as  to  preclude  all  doubts  of  the  iincerity  of 

the  invitation.     My  ftate  of  health,  which  was 

butflowly  recovering,  prevented  roe  from  accept- 

^g  the  invitations  I  received. 

I  muft 
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I  muft  mention  in  this  place,  that  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Bofton  I  found  again  Mr.  Adams,  Vice- 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  fuch  nrw 
common  merits,  abilities,  and  talents,  that  he 
has  few  equals  in  America,  and  is  not  every  where 
fufficiently  efteemed.     He  is  one  of  the  moft  re- 
fpecftable  men  in  the  United  States.   No  one  con-  * 
tributed  more  to  the  American  revolution,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  than  he.     The  agents 
of  the  Britifli  miniftry  entertain,  therefore,  much 
ill-will  againft  him,  although  he  has  defended  the 
Englifli  conftitution  in  a  book,  full  of  profound 
refearches,  which  he  entitled  "  A  Defence  ^of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States."   John  Addms 
refides  with  his  lady,  remote  from  all  intrigues, 
in  a  finall  houft,  fifteen  miles  from  Bofton,  which 
no  Paris  advocate  of  the  loweft  rank  would  choofe 
for  his  country- feat.    Here  he  fpends  all  the  time, 
which  his  lituation  as  Vice-prefident  allows  him 
to  pafs  from  Philadelphia,  in  reading,  and  agri-. 
cultural  employments.     He  fees  but  little  com- 
pany, fince  the  very  moderate  fortune  he  poffeffes 
prevents  him  from  receiving  many  vifitors  at  his 
h^ufe.     He  is  generally  refpefted  ;  his  converfe- 
tion  is  extremely  agreeable,  and  tinged  with  a  fort 
of  farcaftic,  yet  courteous  wit,  which  renders  it 
highly  pleaiing. 

The  treaty  with  England  is  the  conftant  and 

univerial 
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univerfal  topic ;  it  is  difcuffed  pro  et  contra^  from 
one  extremity  of  the  ftates  to  the  other.  My  opi- 
nion on  this  treaty  is  not  altered  from  its  having 
received  the  fanAion  of  the  Prefident.  I  admire 
his  letter  to  the  feleft-men  of  Bofton ;  in  his  po- 
fition  it  is  impoffible  to  write  any  thing  more 
beautiful,  more  noble,  or  more  glorious.  I  blame 
him  not  for  having  acceded  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate:  purfuant  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  the 

• 

prefent  conjund:ure  of  circumftances,  he  was 
obliged  to  adl  as  he  has  done.  But,  neverthelefs, 
this  treaty  is,  in  my  judgment,  prejudicial  to  the 
commercial  interefts  of  America,  which  it  ren- 
ders, in  Ibme  meafure,  dependent  on  Great  Bri-* 
tain,  and  violates  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  to  affift  France,,  their  ally,  with 
the  neceflaries  of  war.  It  is  a  monument  of  the 
weaknefs  of  America,  to  which  it  will  prove  pro- 
duftive  of  pernicious  rather  than  advantageous 
confequences.  The  only  momentary  profit,  to  be 
derived  from  this  treaty,  will  accrue  to  American 
nierchants,  who  can  be  accommodated  by  the 
Englifh  with  long  credit,  and  who  in  America, 
^  in  fa6l  in  every  other  country,  attend  more 
,zealoufly  to  the  interefts  of  their  counting-houfes, 
than  to  the  political  advantages  of  the  ftate, 
which  they  inhabit. 
I  have  perufed  every  performance,  written  in 

favour 
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favour  bf  this  treaty,  without  my  opinion  hkvihg 
in  the  Ifeaft  been  changed  even  by  Cam  ill es.  I 
poflefs,  I  think,  fufScieiit  knowledge  of  the  po- 
litical principles  bf  Mr/Hamilton,  to  be  con* 
vinced,  that  'in  this  Ibrig  and  labotioiis  enquiry  he 
has  rather  fcrvcd  hi?  party,  thati  follbw^ed  his  owii 
political  opinion,  and  that^  if  he  were  freely  to 
Ipeak  his  mind>  he  wpuld  confefs  his  grief  at 
having  publicly  defended  fuch  a  ftate-paper.  This 
treaty  agitates,  heats,  and  inflames  the  contend- 
ing parties  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you  hardly  tneet 
anywhere  with  cool,  moderate,  and  uniinpaffion- 
ed  reafoning.  I  fliall  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjeft^ 
although  I  am  far  from  having  exhaufted  my  ar- 
guments againft  a  treaty,  which  I  confider  as  ex- 
tremely  "unfortunate  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 

United  StatesPy  <-'/ -  ^ -: ^ t  * ■>•  :  i     -   V '>  '  •   v ' 

Bofton  trades  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The 
cntterprifmg  fpirit  in  point  of  navigation,  w^hich 
the  Americans  are  on  all  hands  allowed  to  poflefs; 
feems  in  a  peculiar  degree  to  anirnate  the  inha-« 
bitants  of  New  England.  Although  the  trade  of 
many  ports  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  north  ' 
and  fouth  of  Bofton^  has  of  late  years  cohfiderably 
encreafed ;  and  although  it  is  of  the  fame  naturd 
as  that  of  Bofton,  yet  I  have  been  aifured,  that 
the  trade  of  this  town,  fo  far  from  luffering  by 
it,  has,  on  the  contrary,  iiever  been  in  a  fnore 

flourilhing 
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fiourifliing  condition,  than  it  is  at  prdcnt.  Se* 
veral  gentlemen,  having  promifed  to  fupply  me 
with  comparative  tables  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  Bofton,'.  pre vioufly  to  my  leaving  this 
town,  I  Ihall  until  t^hen  defer  all  calculation  on 
this  interefting  {ubje<S. 

Anxioufly  defirous  as  I  was  of  collefting  in- 
formation relative  to  the  trade  with  the  South- 
Sea  Indians,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  navigation 
off  their  coaft,  I  could  not  but  feel  extremely 
happy  at  getting  acquainted  with  Captain  Ro- 
bert, who  returned  from  this  voyage  but  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  who  has  communicated  to  me 
fome  particulars  refpefting  this  fubjecS,  which,  I 
think,  will  not  be  deemed  here  out  of  place. 
.   The  obje<ft  of  the  fliips,  which  are  trading 
to  the  wqftern  coaft  of  North  America,  is  chiefly 
the  purchafe  of  otter- fkins,  which  they  barter  at 
Canton  for  Chinefe  goods,  either  confumed  in 
America,  or  thence  exported  to  Europe*     The 
articles,  which  they  fliip  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
<^hanging  them  for  the  ottcr-fkins,  confift  of  iron, 
copper,  tobacco,  lilver  trinkets,  collars,  &c.   This 
voyage,  which  is  generally  made  from  Bofton  in 
fliips  from  ninety  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
hurthen,  takes  up  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  months. 
But  its  duration  is  frequently  protracted,  and  its 
produce  Icflened  by  a£d verfc  events ;  which  was 

the 
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the  cafe  with  Captain  Robert.  He  fpcnt  three 
years  and  eight  months  in  this  voyage ;  he  loft 
twenty  men  out  of  thirty-fix,  who  compofed  his 
Ihip's  crew,  and  a  final!  velTel,  which  he  had 
caufed  to  be  built  during  his  voyage,  and  which, 
he  thought,  might  be  advatitageoufly  employed 
in  this  trade ;  his  own  profit,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
his  owners,  could  not,  therefore,  but  be  confider- 
ably  leflened.  By  inferting  here  a  brief  account 
of  his  voyage,  I  fhall  communicate  to  my  friends 
particulars,  relative  to  the  trade  and  navigation  to 
the  weftem  coaft,  which,  I  truft,  they  will  read 
with  pleafiire. 


/ 


CAPTAIN  ROBERT'S  VOYAGE  TO  THE  SOUTH  SEA. 

V 

He  failed  from  Bofton  on  the  29  th  of  Novem- 
ber,  1791,  on  board  the  JefFerfon,  of  one  hun-* 
dred  and  fifty-two  tuns  burthen,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  thirty- fix  men.  From 
want  of  provifion,  and  the  neceflity  of  repairing 
ibmc  damage,  which  his  flilp  had  fufl:ained  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
put  into  Valparaifo,  a  Spanifli  fettlement  on,  the 
coaft  of  South  America,  in  latitude  thirty-three 
degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  eighty-four  degrees,* 

He 

*  The  author  is  mifinformed  in  regard  to  tlie  fituation  of 
Valparaifo.   It  lies  in  latitude  thirty-three  degrees  two  mi- 
nutes 
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Jle  remained  here  a  whole  mqnth,  and  failed 
hence  up  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  on  the  5  th  oft 
July  he  arrived  off  the  Spanifti  ifland  of  St.  Am-^; 
brofe,  which  lies  in  twenty-fix  degrees  thirteen; 
minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  eighty  degrees  fifty- 
five  minutes  weft  longitude,  from  Greenwich^ 
This  ifland,  which  has  the  appearance  of  having 
had  volcanic  eruptions,  abounds  with  feals,  which 
lie  on  the  rocks,  and  are  eafily  killed  by  the  fea- 
men,  who  frequently  kill  from  two  to  five  hun- 
dred of  them  with  bludgeons,  in  the  courfe  of 
one  morning.  During  the  two  months  and  a 
half  the  Captain  continued  on  this  ifland,  his 
crew  collefted  and  cured  thirteen  thoufand  feal- 
fl^ins,  which  are  fold  in  China  for  fixty  dollars  a 
hundred.  The  oil,  which  is  obtained  in  great 
quantity  from  this  fifli,  is  given  in  exchange  for 
ottcr-^fltins,  to  the  Indians  of  the  weftem  coaft, 
^vho  drink  it  like  rurti.  The  ifland  of  St.  Am- 
hrofe  affording  no  anchorage,  the  fliips  remain 
conftantly  under  w«y,  at  a  greater  or  lefs  diftance 
from  fliore,  according  to  the  weather.  The  fliip's 
company  fleep  every  night  on  board,  arid  keep 
^p  with  boats  fuch  intercourfe  with  the  ifland, 
as  is  requifite  for  their  fifllery. 

fiutes  thirty-fix  feconds  fouth,  and  longitude  feventy-fevea 
<legrees  twenty-nine  minutes  weft,  and  lias  a  harbour,  which 
forms  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  three  hundred  and  ninety  roile^ 
caft  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez.— rra»/7a^«r. 

VoL.IL  K  On 
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On  his  departure  from  St*  Ambrofe,  Captain 
Robert  ftood  to  the  weftward,  and  made  the 
Marqtiefas,  or  Marquefa  iflands  ;  he  put  into  the 
ilHand  Wbahoo,*  which  the  Spaniards  call  St. 
Chriftiani  in  latitude  nine  degrees  fifty-five  mi- 
mites'  fbuth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  degrees  weft.  This  ifland  is  inha- 
bited by  Indians,  not  of  a  very  dark  complexion, 
and,  by  Captain  Robert's  account,  of  very  fine 
fhape  and  regular -features.     The  heat  of  the  cli- 

• 

mate  rendering  clothes  perfeftly  ufclefs,  they  wear 
only  a  fmall  apron,  which  they  never  put  off.  On 
feftivals  they  drefs  in  a  light  ftuff,  made  of  bark, 
tod  highly  finiftied,  both  in  point  of  colour  and 
texture.  In  this  ifland  Captain  Robert  built  a 
refTel  of  ninety  tuns  burthen,  for  the  trade  on  the 
American  coaft,  the  chief  materials  for  which  he 
had  brought  with  him.  The  four  months  he 
continued  at  this  ifland,  he  lived,  upon  the  whole, 
on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  great 
numbers  of  whom  aflifted  him  in  his  work.    But 

9 

*  Woahoo  being  one  of  the  Sandwich  lilands,  the  au- 
thor has  probably  confounded  this  -name  with  Waitahu,  the 
Indian  name  of  the  Marquefa^  Ifland,  which  by  the  Spa- 
niards is  called  St.  Chrifliana,  and  lies  in  latitude  nine  de- 
grces  fifty-five  minuted  thirty  feconds  fbuth,' and  longitude 
6ne  hundred  and  fRirty-mne  degrees  eight  minutes  forty  fe- 
«onds  weft  from  Greenwich.*— 7Va«^«r^r. 

one 
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one  day  they  flie wed  a  defign  of  fejzing  upon  his 
veflel,  when  it  was  half  finiflied.  A  great  num- 
ber  of  thefe  Indians,  headed  by  their  king,  ma- 
nifcfted  fo  clearly  an  intention  of  attempting  an 
attack,  that  Captain  Robert  was  obliged  to  repel 
them  by  force.  At  the  head  of  his  thirty-fix  men 
he  fired  upon  the  Indians,  killed  feveral  of  them, 
wounded  others,  atid*  routed  them  completely: 
On  the  next  following  day  they  came  to  fue  for 
peace,  and  brought  fome  of  their  wounded  to  be 
cured. 
The  Indians  are  furnilhed  neither  with  fire- 

« 

arms  nor  bows  ;  their  weapons  confift  of  poles  of 
vtry  hard  wood,  and  long  flings,  by  which  they 
throw  ftones,  with  great  precifion  of  aim,  to  a 
confiderable  diftance. 

At  another  time  the  Indians  of  a  neighbouring 
ifland  made  up  to  Captain  Robert's  fliip,  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  road,  with  a  fleet  of  about  twenty 
boats,  ninety  feet  in  length,  to  take  her;  but  8^ 
lucky  fliot  fluking  one  of  the  boats,  the  reft  re- 
treated with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  never  made 
their  appearance  again.  Thefe  Indians  are,  by 
Captain  Robert's  account,  engaged  in  continual 
warfare  with  the  inhabitants  of  Waitahti,  and 
offer  their  daughters,  nay,  fometimes  their  wives, 
to  foreigners,  with  whom  thfiy  aifc  on  friendly 

K  2  ternxs; 
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terms.  You  may  keep  them  as  long  as  you  pldafefy 
and  return  them  Aivhen  you  want  them  no  longer* 
The  Indian  ladies,  fo  far  from  objeAing  ^o  this 
fort  of  civility>  commence,  on  the  contrary,  as 
early  as  the  age  of  ten  to  do  in  this  manner  the. 
honours  of  their  ifland. 

.  The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  drink 
nothing  but  water,  and  are  not  fond,  of  fpirituous 
liquors.  The  king  and  chiefs  of  the  ifland  only 
drink  a  beverage  called  haryj  and  prepared  from 
a  yellow  root,  which  is  gathered  by  their  fl.aves,» 
and  cut  into  pieces,  which  they  chew,  fpit  into 
large  veffels  filled  with  water,  and  afterwards 
fqueeze  with  their  hands  to  obtain  the  juice.  This 
liquor,  prepared  in  io  uncleanly  a  manner,  is 
held  in  very  high  eftimation  by  the  Indian  chiefs, 
who  mix  it  with  water ; .  lefs  diluted  it  is  taken 
againft  the  fcurvy.  They  alfo  ufe  it  as  a  remedy 
againft  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  has  become 
very  frequent  here,  fince  the  firft  vifit  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  with  which  the  whole  crew  of  the. 
JefFerfon  were  ix>fe<9:ed. 

The  marriages  among  thefe  Indians  laft  no 
longer  than  the  wedded  couple  choofes,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  long  as  it  pleafes  the  hufbands,  Who  aflert 
great  prerogatives  over  their  wives,  and  never 
dine  with  them.     Father,  mother,  and  children 

frequently 
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frequendy  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  even  w^hen  the 
^^tter  are  married. 

Befide  the  royal  dignity,  and  that  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  villages,  which  arc  hereditary,  there  alfo 
cxifts  fame  inequality  among  the  families,  all 
I  which  pay  great  refped  to  the  king  and  chiefs. 
Property  is  known  and  refpefted  in  this  ifland, 
and  the  number  of  fervants  and  flaves  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  a  man's  property.  Pota- 
toes, nay,  fugar- canes  are  cultivated  in  this  ifland. 
Thefts  are  feverely  puniflied,  and  the  punifliment 
is  determined  by  the  chiefs.  Fowls,  which,  how- 
ever, are  very  fcarce,  and  pigs,  of  the  Chinpfe 
breed,  which  arc  tolerably  abundant,  are  eaten 
roafted ;  but  fifh  they  eat  raw.  Both  men  and 
womeq  aj-e  haijdfome. 

The  new  yeflel  being  finifhcd,  and  manned 
with  ten  men.  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for  the 
Sandwich  Iflands.  By  his  affertion,  he  difcover- 
cd,  on  his  paffage  thither,  a  duller  of  iljand^, 
never  mentioned  before  by  any  other  navigator, 
and  fituated  in  latitude  eight  degrees  forty  minutes 
fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and  forty  de- 
grees weft,  He  circumiiavigated  them  without 
going  on  Ihore,  called  the  whole  group  Walhing- 
ton,  and  named  fbme  of  the  iflands,  Adams,  Jef- 
ferfpn,  Haipilton,  &c, 

IC  3  Captaini 
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Captain  Ingraham,  m after  of  the  fhip  Hope, 
of  Bofton,  faw  thefe  iflands  laft  year,  but  he 
merely  faw  them,  and  noted  their  bearings.*  By 
Captain  Robert's  account,  he  found  in  one  of 
-thefe  iflands,  called  by  the  Indians  Novheva, 
which  he  named  Adams'  Ifland,  an  old  man, 
feventy-five  years  of  age,  who  had  been  thetc  a 
great  many  years.  This  old  man  was  born  in 
Oohoona,  which  Captain  Robert  named  Mafla- 
chufetts  Ifland.  '  Having  coafted  along  the  fliores 
of  fome  of  them,  he  failed  for  Owhyhee,the  largeft 
df  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  unfortunately  dc- 

ft 

rives  much  celebrity  from  the  death  of  Captain 
Cook,  and  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of 
March. 

The  manners  in  the  Sandwich  Iflands  are 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  Marquefas  Iflands.    On 

♦  Captain  Jofeph  Tngraham,  of  Bofton,  commander  of  the 
brigantine  Hope,  of  Boftoi\,  difcovered  thefe  iflands  on  the 
•19th  of  April,  1791.  They  are  feven  in  number,  a'ndlie 
between  eight  degrees  three  minutes,  and  nine  degrees 
twenty-four  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  between  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  degrees  nineteen  minutes  ^nd  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  degrees  eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from 
Greenwich.  Before  Captain  Ingraham's  difcovery  was 
known,  Captain  Jofiah  Robert,  of  Bofton,  failed  for  the 
north-weft  coaft,  faw  the  fame  iflands^  and  gave  them  the 
names  mentioned  by  the  author.  But  the  whole  group  iS 
named  Ingrahamls  Iflands,  in  honour  of  their  firft  and  true 
difcoverer. — Tranjlator. 

account 
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account  of  the  great  number  of  fliips,  which 
touch  at  this  ifland,  /owls  and  pigs  are  kept  here 
in  fuch  plenty,  that  fhips  may  be  eafily  fupplicd 
with  them.  Captain  Robert  intended  to  lail 
hence  for  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  and 
on  his  return  to  rendezvous  in  this  ifland,  with 
his  other  veffeL  After  having  taken  in  frelh 
water,  and  what  provifiop  he  could  obtain^  he 
proceeded  to  the  above  coaft.      ^ 

Nootka  Sound  lies  in  forty- nine  degrees  thirty- 
fix  minutes  north  latitude.  The  coaft,  commonly 
defigned  by  this  name,  extends  from  forty- eight 
to  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  As  foon  as  a 
fliip  comes  within  fight,  the  Indians  appear  on 
the  Ihore,  and,  if  flie  caft  anchor,  bring  >eltiy  ki 
their  canoes,  which  they  know  is  the  obje<5t  of 
the  voyage.  The  canoes  are,  on  their  return,  ac- 
companied by  the  fliip's  boats,  with  a  certain 
number  of  fcamen  and  an  agent,  appointed  by 
themafter,  to  conclude  the  bargain  with  the  In-^ 
dians.  Ships  are  frequently  obliged  to  remaijft 
feveral  months  off  the  coaft,  before  they  can  ob- 
tain their  full  cargo. 

Captain  Robert  firft  dropped  anchor  in  Berke- 
ley's Sound,  whither  Indians  from  the  Straights 
of  Fuca  brought  a  great  qxiatitity  of  furs.  His 
other  veflTel,  which  drew  lefs  water  than. that  on 
board  of  which  he  himfclf  failed,  he  ordered  to 
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fail  into  the  bays,  to  approach  nearer  to  the  coaft, 
and  to  fend  the  produce  of  her  trade  to  his  ftiip. 
The  fmall  Charlotte  Iflands,  which  lie  but  a  few 
miles  from  the  coaft,  contribute  alfo  to  this  trade^ 
which  is  carried  on  with  great  fafety,  though 
very  ilowly,  as  the  inhabitants  are  of  a  mild  and 
honeft  difpofition.  They  are  not  yet  Very  fond 
of  ^irituous  liquors ;  ^hey  prefer  copper  and  iron^ 
cfpecially  copper  in  Iheets.  They  live  by  hunt- 
ing and  fifhing,  are  of  the  fame  complexion  as 
the  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  fea  coaft,  but  ap- 
parently lels  hofpitable  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Marquefas  Iflands. 

After  Captain  Robert  had  continued  fix  or 
fevcn  months  off  this  coaft,  he  loft,  in  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  his  fecond  veflel,  which  was  lefs 
diftant  from  Ihore  than  that  on  board  of  which 
he  was,  and  lefs  able  to  weather  the  tremendousi 
ftorm.  Twelve  men  went  to  the  bottom  with 
the  veffel,  together  with  confiderable  quantities 
of  peltry  and  articles  for  exchange,  and  alfo  with 
the  plans  of  the  coaft,  which  Captain  Robert  re-r. 
lates  he  difcovered. 

From  Owhyhee  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for 
Canton,  where,  in  the  manner  peculiar  to  this 
'*^  place;  but  aow  generally  known,  he  bartered  his 
otter-fkins  for  tea,  rice,  filks,  indigo,  and  nan- 
keens.    The  Chinefe  merchants  are  not,  by  his 
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account,  remarkable  for  honefly,  but  very  artful, 
fo  that  you  may  be  eafily  overreached  by  them, 
if  you  be  not  on  your  guard.  The  otter-ikins, 
which,  ofF  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  you 
obtain  for  about  fix  dollars,  fetch  in  Canton 
twenty  dollars.  But  Captain  Robert  aflured  me, 
that  the  price  encreafes  on  the  coaft,  whence  they 
are  procured,  and  decreafes  in  China.  Otters  are 
found  betw^een  forty  and  fixty  degrees. 

The  Engliih,  French,  and  American  ftiips  pro- 
ceed no  farther  than  Norfolk  Sound,  in  fifty-five 
degrees  north  latitude  ;  the  Ruffians  trade  to  the 
more  northerly  parts.  After  having  traverfed  the 
Siberian  deiarts  in  numerous  caravans,  they  ftc^ 
in  Kamtfchatka,  where  they  build  fliips,  and  then 
fail  to  the  Fox  Iflands,  double  Cape  Providence, 
and  commence  their  trade  in  Loak  River*  They 
treat  the  Indian  ppfi^effions,  as  Ruffian  provinces, 
impofe  contributions,  and  flog  or  kill  the  inha- 
bitants,- if  their  propofals  of  exchange  be  not 
immediately  accepted.  Their  articles  for  barter 
are  rum,  copper,  and  tobacco ;  the  peltry  which 
they  obtain,  they  fell  to  merchants  of  Kamt- 
fchatka, who  fupply  them  with  merchandize. 
They  frequently  return  three  times,  to  fetch  peltry 
and  import  into  Ruffia  the  commodities  of  China,- 
With  which  they  arrive  in  caravans,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  three  or  four  years.  , 

Froip 
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From  Canton,  where  Captain  Robert  con- 
tinued from  the  25th  of  November,  1794,  until 
the  12th  of  February,  1 795,  he  felled  back  ftraight 
to  America,  after  having  loft  fome  feamen  through 
illnefs  and  indifcretion.  He  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  28th 
of  Jyly,  1795,  without  having  touched  at  any 
foreign  port  fince  his  departure  from  Canton. 
However  diffatisfied  Captain  Robert  is  with  this 
voyage,  yet  he  entertains,  it  feems,  the  projeft  of 
fetting  out  iboi^  on  another  for  the  fame  deftina- 
tion.  He  bears  the  charaifter  of  a  brave,  bold, 
and  prudent  leaman,  and  fpeaks  of  his  voyages  as 
K  man,  who  is  perfedlly  acquainted  with  thofe 
which  were  made  before  his,  and  who  is  able  to 
improve  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of 
others. 


'< 


.  JOURNEY  INTO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE,  AND 

BACK  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

B£F«1RTURE  PROM  BOSTON — ^JOURNEY  TO  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  MAINE. 

On  the  firft  proje<S  I  had  formed  to  defcend  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  to  vifit  Hallifax,  and  to  re- 
turn  into  the  United  States  through  the  diftrift 
of  Maine,  1  intended  to  vifit  General  Knox,  who, 
with  exquiiite  politenefs,  had  given  me  in  Phila- 
delphia an  invitation  to  that  effedljr  and  whofc 
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manfion  was  iituated  on  my  way  i  On  my  arrival 
I  entertained  the  fame  idea,  although  at  that  time 
the  dillrift  of  Maine  lay  rather  out  of  my  way ; 
and  the  repeated  proofs  of  friendfhip  I  received 
from  the  General  confirmed  me  in  my  refblution. 
I  accordingly  embarked  with  him  for  St.  George's 
River,  whither  he  returned  after  a  four  months 
abfence. 

The  houfe  of  the  General  is  fituated  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  Bofton,  both  by  land  and 
water.  At  this  tiqje  of  the  year  the  paflage  is  ge- 
nerally made  in  twenty -four  hours ;  but  peculiar 
circtimftances  prevented  us  for  three  or  four  days 
from  availing  ourfelves  of  the  favourable  wind ; 
and  after  thefe  impediments  had  been  removed^ 
our  captain  wiflied,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  improve 
the  firft  appearance  of  fine  weather.  ^  This  was 
very  trifling  indeed,  wh^n  he  fet  fail,  for  which 
reafon  we  were  fcarcely  able  the  firft  evening  to 
clear  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  On  the  fecond 
day  we  w^e  fbi;ced  by  a  thick  fog,  and  ftrong 
indication  of  a  heavy  ftorm,  to  make  the  bay  of 
Cape  Ann.  Thefe  meafiires  of  precaution,  adopted 
by  our  c^tain,  of  which  we  could .  not  but  ap- 
prove, removed  us  forty  miles  out  of  the  ftraight 
road.  As  foon  as  the  fog  and  indication  of  a 
ftorm  had  difappeared,  we  got  again  und^r  way ; 
hut  meeting  with  a  dead  calm>  we  were  obliged 

to 
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to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor,  within  four 
hundred  yards  of  our  firft  anchoring  place.  The 
wiiid  generally  died  away  early  in  the  morning, 
5  as  well  as  the  afternoon^  for  which  reafon  we 
.  reached  not  the  General*s  manilon  till  after  a  paf- 
'  ikge  of  feventy-two  hours,  and  after  having  failed 
.  fifteen  miles  up  St.  George's  River. 

CAPE  ANN,  GLOUCESTER. 

i     The  circumftance  of  our  being  compelled  to 
-put  into  the  bay  of  Cape  Ann  afforded  me  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  drying  of  cod  fifh.     The 
whole  coafl  of  Maflachufetts,  and  efpecially  of 
,the  diflrid  of  Maine,  is  inhabited  by  fifhermen, 
.engaged  in  the  fifhery  on  the  great  faud-bauk ; 
they  bring  all  the  fifh  on  fhore,  where  they  re^ 
ceive '  the  lafl  drefling.     The  fifh  are  wafhed  as 
foon  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  laid 
firfl  in  heaps,  that  the  water  ipay  run  off-    Then 
they  remain  for  two  or  three  days  expofed  to  the 
;  ahr,  after  which  they  are  placed  on  hurdles,  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  breadth,  three,  or  four  feet 
'above  the  ground,  and  as  long  as  the  field  on 
•which  they  are  ereded,  generally  about  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  twenty  yards.    The  fifh  are  laicl 
on  thcfe  hurdles,  firfl  three  or  four,  .one  upon  an^ 
other,  and,  after  they  have  lofl  mofl  of  the  water, 
every  fifli  feparately ;  they  are  frequently  turned^ 
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iMt  they  may  get  thoroughly  dry,  which  gene- 
rally takes  five  or  fix  days ;  at  lafl:  they  ard  packed  : 
In  cafes,  prcfled  down,  and  exported  either  to  the  . 
Weft  India  Iflands,  or  Europe. 

The  beft  filh,  that  is,  thofe  which,  caught  in 
the  firft  fiihing  months,  are  fiiperiour  to  the  reft 
from  their  being  dried  more  flowly,  arc  ient  to 
Spain.  They  are  fold  at  double  the  jprice  of  thofe, 
which  are  caught  later  in  the  year,  when  the  heat 
is  more  intenfe,  and  which  are  exportbd  either  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  fome  part  of  the  continent. 
But  from  am6ng  the  fifh  of  the  better  fort,  which 
are  deftined  for  Spain,  the  beft  are  picked  out  for 
thofe  inhabitants  of  MafiTachufetts,  who  are  pccu- . 
liarly  fond  of  fait  ftock  filh;  and  there  are  in 
that  county  few  families,  who  have  not,  every 
Saturday,  a  good  difii  of  ftock  fifli  on  their  table. 
As  to  the  ufual  partition  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
fifliery,  it  is  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Ihips  employed  in  the  filhery,  which  are 
generally  of  feventy  tuns  burthen,  are  navigated 
by  a  mafter,  feven  ;feameni  and  a  boy.  The 
owner  of  the  fhip  has  a  fourth  of  the  profit ;  the 
^jyer  on  the  coaft  an  eighth,  and  the  reft  is  dividedi 
among  the  rnafter  and  feamen,  in  proportion  to 
Ac  fifh  they  have  caught.  The  expence  fof 
<^ndles,  wood;  bait,  and  fait  is  deduced,  previ- 
oufly  to  the  partition ;  every  feamim  takes  care  of 

the 
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the  fifli  Kc  hds  caught.  A  tcflcl  of  fixty  tons 
burthen  takes  upon  an  average  twelve  hundred 
cod  fifti,  which  are  generally  worth  two  dollars 
and  a  half  per  hundred  weight,  but  coft  at  pre- 
lent  from  five  to  fix  dollars. 

The  town  of  Gloucefter,  which  is  fituated  near 
Cape  Ann,  employs  in  the  fiftiery,  at  tTie  great 
bank,  about  forty  or  fifty  yachts  and  brigs.  Thefe 
veflels  are  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  ten  tons ;  make  in  general  three 
voyagjcs  in  a  year,  if  they  commence  filhing  in 
March,  and  continue  until  November,  when  the 
filhery  terminates.     Before  the  war,  the  town  of 
Gloucefter,  though  lefs  confiderable  than  at  pre- 
lent,  employed  more  vefTels  in  the  filhery  than 
at  this  time.     This  decrcafe,  which  feems  ex- 
traordinary, fince  the  number  of  fhips  built  in 
this  port  is  mych  greater  now  thaij  at  that  time, 
originates  from  the  comJ)aratively  greater  advan- 
tages, which  the  fliip-owners  derive  from  trade. 
But  the  number  of  to^vns,  which  fliare  in  the 
filhery  on  the  gfeat  bank,  is  alfo  more  confider- 
able than  formerly ;  fo  that  although  the  Ihare  of 
fingle  places  in  the  .fifliery  may  have  decreafed 
within  thefe  laft  fifteen  years,  yet  the  number  of 
tiiofe  that  Ihare  in  it  has  greatly  encreafed. 

Befides  the  filhery  on  the  great  bank,  the  coafts 
of  Maffachufetts,  and  the  diftrid:  of  Maine,  fax- 
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mUti  alfo  large  quantities  of  ftock  filh.  They  afcf 
neither  fo  large,  nor  fo  plentiful,  as  at  the  gr^at 
bank ;  yet  this  fifliery  affords  ufcful  employment 
to  a  coniiderable  number  of  Ihips,  which  proceed 
only  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  coaft,  return  home 
every  week,  and  kxc  ilot  expofed  to  the  fame  dan- 
ger as  Ihips  engaged  in  the  other  filhery,  which 
mix  their  fifli  with  thofe  that  are  caught  near 
Newfoundland* 

I 

The  road  of  Cape  Ann  lies  fouth-wefl:  from  the 
Cape,  It  is  capacious  and  fafe.  On  a  command- 
ing eminence  on  the  coaft,  a  fort  is  now  con- 
ftmding,  which  will  mofl:  effcftually  protecS:  both 

_  ■ 

the  road  and  its  entrance.  Within  the  fort  a 
yock-houfe  is  built,  the  lower  part  of  which 
fcrves  for  a  powder-magazine;  and  that  part, 
which  is  dcftined  to  be  inhabited  by  the  garriibn^ 
is  built  with  fq  much  care,  that  in  all  probability 
it  will  be  bomb-proofl 

The  town  of  Gloucefter,  fituated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay,  is  pleafant,  though  not  regular. 
It  contains  a  number  of  ftores  or  ihops,  and  a 
confiderable  proportion  of  good  houfes.  Like  all 
the  other  fmall  towns  around,  it  has  an  air  of 
briik  and  thriving  induftry. 

In  the  year  1 794,  commodities  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  thouiand  eight  hundrecl 
and  jBfty  dollars  wtre  exported  out  of  Gloucefter  j 
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but  its  expMts  for  the  prcfent  year  will  fcarccly 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  dol- 
lars. Its  chief  trading  intercourfe  ig  with  the 
Weft  Indies. 

We  have  obtained  little  new  information  in 
the  coUrfe  of  our  voyage  thither.  We  came  on 
board  a  veflel  belonging  to  St.  George's  River, 
which  ufually  takes  in  its  lading  there.  The 
principal  commercial  buiineis  of  the  province  of 
Maine  confifts  in  the  exportation  of  timber  to 
Bofton.  It  is  conveyed  in  fmall  yachts  from 
eighty  to  a  ^hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen: 
Ibmetiipes  brigs  and  fchooncrs  are  employed. 
The  yachts  are,  however,  preferred,  becaufe  they 
are  lighter  than  the  others,  and  can  be  navigated 
by  fewer  hands.  At  times  thele  yachts  will  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk, 
Baltimore,  or  Charleftown.  From  thefe  places 
they  are  always  freighted  back  with  a  new  cargo, 
by  which  the  profits  of  the  voyage  are  incrcafed. 
From  Bofton  they  muft  return  empty,  and  there- 
fore lefs  readily  undertake  that  voyage*  The 
clear  profits  of  a  fingle  voyage  were  eftimated  at 
fixty-fix  dollars.  One  of  thefe  veffels  made,  laft 
year,  fixteen  or  feventeen  voyages;  and  the 
owner's  neat  gains  for  that  length  of  time 
amounted  to  between  one  thoufand  and  fifty-fix 
and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twelve  dol* 
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lars.;  while  the  coft.of  the  ydJkl  was  fi*om  three 
thoufand  tQ  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars-  When  the  tiiQbet.is  lUicommohly 
excellent  in  its  quality,  the  pfofitd  arc  gicatcr; 
The  returns  ajre  alfo  itnuiually  good  from  cargoes 
of  lime,  of  which  there  begins  to  he  abundance 
found  ip  the  province  erf  Maine.  When  the  popu-^ 
latipn  of  thia.  prpyince  ihall  have  adequately  in^ 
creafed,  and  its  quarries  fhall  be  wrought  in  a 
4uc  proportion^  it  will  then  find  a  very  ample 
fource  of  wealth  in  the  ei^portation  of  its  lime' 
ftonc. 

The  veiTel  in  which  we  failed  ivas  dirty  and 
incommodious.  Lifce  the  reft  of  this  craft,  it 
was  fitted  for  the  reception  of  goods,  not  for  the 
accommodati9ii  of  a  few  cafual  paifengers.  But 
the  attentions  of  the  captain  made  every  thing 
as  agreeable  as  po^ible  to  us;  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  thefe  veiTels.  very  often  ^  without  a  lading, 
and  many  times  return  even  without  ballaft;  a 
condition  of  the  fliip,  which  makes  prudence  and 
vigilance  in  the  captain  peculiarly  neceflary.  Our 
food,  during  the  fliort  voyage,  confifted  chiefly  of 
filh,  which  we  caught  ourfelves.  Of  thefe  there 
is  on  the  coafts  fuch  plenty,  that  before  your  line 
has  been  caft  two^  minutes,  you  are  fure  to  havc^ 
a  fiih  on  your  hook,  which  wilK  weigh,  at  the 
Icaft,  two  pounds,  often  not  lefs  than  twelve^ 
.  Vol.  II.  L  pounds. 
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pounds*  Thejr  ait  of  the  fpecies  of  the  cod  iSffii 
tad  the  halibut ;  the  cod  fiih  are  larger,  and  woffe 
in  tbnr  flavour  than'thc^  of  many  other  places* 
On  tbeie  coaib>  e^ecially  at  the  mouth  of  the 
nver,  lie  a  number  of  illets.  At  the  moiith  of 
St.  Geoi^e*s  River  there  appear^  a  multitude  of 
tilde  of  almoA  eve^  diveriity  of  fize  and  figure  i 
icaircely  one  of  them  is  tinder  cuhtvation.  Moft 
of  them  belong  to  the  date.  Thefe  coail^are  all, 
more  or  lefs,  inhdbited^  The  tide  is  faid  to  flow 
up  St.  Gisoi^'s  River,  for  the  fpace  6f  two  and 
twenty  miles.  To  the  diftancc  of  fifteen  milc^ 
6om  its  mouth,  the  chanriil  of  the  river  is  three 
quarters  of  ek  mile  broad.  It  there  empties  itfelf 
into  a  bay  of  nearly  the.  fame  breadth ;  after 
which  it  is  fuddenly  contfa^ed  into  a  bed  Icarcely 
thirty  fathoms  from  one  fide  to  the  other< 

m 

THOMAS  TOWN—GENERAL  KNdX  AND  ftlS 

FAMILY. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  vvide.bay  {binds  the 
houfe  of  General  Knox.  From  its  front  Acre  is 
a  truly  intcrcfting  profpeA  of  the  river,  for  an  ex- 
tent of  nine  miles.  The.houfe  is  agreeably  fitu- 
ated  on  ardcclivity,  wthich  rifes  with  a  gentle  ele- 
v/ttipn  firom  tbo  river-jfide-  Alm^oft  all  the.  adja- 
cent Ji^nd^  have  been,  fdr.  a  loitger  or  aihcarter 
time,  .under  jpujtiva^tion.     The  natural  fertUi^.  of 
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thcibil  has  been  confiderably  improved,  and  it 
afibrds  pafh^re  to  numerous  herds  of  black  cattle 
and  flocks  of  iheep.  The-dwelling-houlcs  around 
are.  frequent ;  and  out  of  a  hundred  that  may 
be  fecn  at  the  Qcndral's  refidcnce,  there  are  hardly 
half  a  dozen  log-houfesw  The  General's  houfe 
is  a  handfome,  though  npt  a  magnificent  ftruc^ 
ture ;  neatly,  if  not  fumptuoufly  fumifhed ;  ilrf- 
ficiently  fpacious  and  convenient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a  numerous  family,  writh  additional 
lodging  for  the  occaiional  reception  of  feven  or 
tight  friends,  or  even  more ;  who,  however  un- 
txpefted  their  coming,  would  not  fail  to  find 
thcmfelves  as  comfortably  entertained  as  they 
could  deiire. 

The  GeAerd  pofled^S)  in  right  of  his  wife,  a 
tery  extenfive  landed  eftate,  which  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Waldo  Patent.  The  right  of  the 
property  of  this  eflate  is  derived  either  from  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  which  was  made  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  century  by  the  family  of 
WaMo;  from  whom  Mrs.  Knox  is  a  dcfcendcnt ; 
or  from  a  fubfequcnt  agreement  betwefen  the  In- 
dians and  the  fame  family  of  Waldo.  This  agree- 
ment was  at  that  time  ratified  by  the  King  of 
England,  then  fovereign  of  this  part  of  America ; 
and,  fince  the  revolutrpn,  it  has  been  declared 
valid  by  the  ftatc  of  MalTachufetts.     The  Gene- 
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ral  has  acquired  likewife  a  large  eftate  by  pur« 
chafe,  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  fq|:mer.  He 
enjoy3  both  thefc  eftates,  therefore,  under  every 
right  of  tenure  by  which  property,  can  be  ren- 
dered unqueftionably  fecure.  Of  this  great  eftatc, 
a  thoufand  acres  have  been  inherited  from  the 
Waldoes,  the  anceftors  of  Mrs,  Knox ;  a  family, 
of  which  the  male  line  is  now  extinft :  the  reft 
is  the  acquifition  of  her  kufband,  the  General. 
]But,  befides  this,  a  number  of  families  have,  at 
different  times,  eftabliflied  themfelves  on  Waldo's 
Patent,  without  any  authority,  fave  that  they 
met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  attempt,  at  a  time 
when  the  traift  which  remained  undivided,  was 
not  kept  under  the  particular  infpeftion  of  any 
pcrfon,  w  ho  might  have  proteded  the  rights  of 
the  original  proprietors,  Moft  of  thefc  enc;!oachers 
have  fettled  near  the  coaft.  The  advantage  of  a 
rich  filhery  firft  drew  them  hither,  and  was  long 
their  only  fource  of  emolument.  By  degrees 
they  cultivated  fbme  fpots  of  ground,  befide  their 
huts.  *  The  foil  was  found  to  be  fertile  ;  and  it 
iifforded  them  an  abundant  increaie.  To  the  firft 
iimpl^  huts  fucceeded  houfes  of  firmer  fixufture, 
and  a  better  appearance ;  the  whole  extent  of  the 
eflate  of  Waldo's  Patent;  along  the  fea-coafl  and 
the  fhorc  of  St.  George  s  River,  and  for  about 
half  a  mile  inland,  is  now  almoil  entirely  occu- 
pied, 
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pied,  and  uttdcr  cultivation.     The  richeft  part  of 
this  territsory  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  perfons  whd 
have  no  juft  right  to  it.     The  value  of  the  pro- 
duAions  of  the  foil,  and  the  advantages  of  a  iitua- 
tion  {o  contiguous  to  the  river  and  the  fea-coaft, 
make  their  lot  extremely  cjefirabl^.     The  Gene- 
ral's right  to  difpofles  thcfe  intruders  is  unquef- 
tionable.     But,  this  right  is  eafier  to  be  proved 
than  to  be  made  efFe(3:ive  ;  for  there  are  perhaps 
a  thoufand  families  who,  if  it  were  to  be  carried 
into  force,  would  be  ftripped  of  their  pofleffions. 
Moft  of  then^  are  well  aware,  that  they  came 
hither,  ^nd  formed  their  fettlements,   without 
having  acquired  any  previous  right  to  the  landi 
which  they  chofe  to  occupy.     They  knew  not 
then,  indeed,  that  thoie  lands  belonged  to  Gene- 
ral Knox  or  to  the  Waldo  family  ;  but  fuppqfecj 
this  to  be  an  uninhabited  territory,  formerly  of 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  fince,  of  the  State  of 
MaiTachufetts,    The  example  of  fq  many  others, 
who  had  no  more  right  than  themielves,  encou- 
raged, and  feemcd  to  authorifc  them  to  fettle  at 
their  pleaiure.    In  fo  doing,  thpy  intended  no  in- 
croachment  upon  the  property  of  the  General ; 
and,  linct^the  commencement  of  their  reiidence 
here,  they  have  improved  their  ground  by  their 
cafe  arid  labour,  ^n^d  have  adually  beflowed  the 
better  p^rt  of  that  which  conftitutes  its  prefent 
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value,  for  the  lands  aciyacent  are  by  no  means  of 
equal  fertility.  Thefe  con{ideration3  cannot,  inr 
deed,  inveft  them  with  a  clear  title  to  their  pof* 
feflions,  yet  give  them,  certainly,  a  claim  to.  in- 
dulgence. A  great  proprietor,  who  fliould  pre- 
tend to  overlook  thefe  fad:s,  would  defervedly 
incur  the  blame  of  bafe  and  dilhoneft  felfiflinefi, 
He  might  expofe  hinifelf,  even  while  fiiccefefuli 
in  vindicating  his  rights  before  a.  court  of  juilicc, 
to  the  general  refentmeic^t  of  the  whole  country- 
And  by  his  liiccefs,  even  his  own  pecuniary  in-; 
Jerefts  might  be  injured  in  confequence.  of  thft 
?pnfufion,  the  difleniions,  the  difperfipn^  and  the 
clamours,  which  would,  in  fuch  a  country  as  thl^ 
enfue. 

Of  the  importance  of  thefe  confiderations  Ge- 
neral Knox  is  fully  fenfible ;  and  he  has  been 
guided  by  them  in  his  condud:  towards  .this  nu- 
merous clafs  of  perfbns  ufurping  the  podibilion  bf 
his  eftates.  TsTone  of  them  denies  his  titk.  Some 
are  willing,  on  this  account,  %o  fell  him^a  part  of 
their  plantations,  at  a  very  low  price  ;  aiwi  with 
them  he  comes  tp  an  eafy  compromii[e.  Others 
wilh  to  acquire  a  legal  right  to  the-ir  ppfTeflions ; 
and  with  them  he  agrees,  that,  fpr  t^"^  payment 
of  a  fmall  fum,  they  ftiall  remain  proprietors, 
eachof  a  hundred  acres  of  land>  which  is  reckoned, 

in  the  State  of  Maffacl^ufetts,  to  be.  a  farm  fv&r 

cient 
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(^t  for  the  fppport  of  a.fymi\j.  Thus  conin 
plying  with  circumilances,  he  is  cax^^ful  neither 
tQ  attack  th^  intereit;  pf  particulfir  tt^dividualsi 
por  toi^t  himfplf  in  oppofition  to  the  pf eju^ces 
of  the  CQuntry ;  and  the  fagacity;  of  his  manage^ 
meat  cannot  fail  to  be;  in  the  end*  procJucSiye  of 
^kt  moft  advantageous  confpqioenpes. 

In  this  territory,  it  fctn^^  to  jpic,  that  po  perfgn 
can  fail  to  thrive,  \yhp  pqlf^flcs  fo  eminently,  the 
guaUties  of  intejligence,  prudence,,  ^nd  ?idivity, 

together  witl]^  a  fuflicient  capjti^j*  \9i^^y  ^^t  in 
improvements. 

•^hefe  neceffary  fubdivifions  of  his  eftate  Can 
jmly  feryc  to  jnakf  it  all  one  fcen^?;  of  prolperous 
|\ijlbandry  and  abundant  population,  fooner  than 
the  worthy  owner  coiJd  otherwifc  have  expcAed. 
So  much  do  I  know  of  his  charader  and  talents^ 
aqd  fo  freely  ^id  he  explain  his  plans  to  X3P/f,  that 
I  cannot  but  hope  as  warmly,  as  I  iincerely  tvilh, 
theh.appi^?ftopAfcqu?n9^s  (o,  bis  s^ffairi  ^d  to  the 
ppiuntry,  to  refiilt  froqj  them  both*  At  the  lame 
time,  it  feejtns  tp^  be  indilpenfibly  requifite  to  their 
fucccfs,  that  they  be  profecutcd  with  untvearied 
and  uiM^lterable  perfeverance.  At  th^  dii^ce  of 
PhUadelphia,  and  amidft  pth?r  t)ufinefs^  ;t  will  be 
iiiipoffible  to  give  the  4w  attention  to  th^ir  ad- 
vancement. A  refidence  on  t^e  ^t  ^?  abfolutely 
ncceffaiy.     But,  wit|x  t^s,  ft^tention  tmd  activity 
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cahhot  fail  to  furraouiit  every  obftacle ;  atia  tW 
happieft  event  miift  infallibly  cnfiic.  General 
Kho^  is  fully  icnfiblc  of  all  this ;  and  has,  there* 
fore,  retired  from  that  public  bufinefs,  in  which 
he  was  engaged,,  for  five  and  twenty  years  of  his 
life,  with  great  honour  to  himfelf,  and  to  which 
he  generoufly  fecrificcd  a  part  of  his  fortune.  He 
has  even  refolved  to  decline  attending  the  winter- 
meetings  of  the  legiflature  of  the  State  of  Maffa* 
chufetts.  Thus,  from  a  iuccefsful  career  in  poli- 
tical life,  he  turns  himfelf  to  augment  and  im* 
prove  a  fair  eftate,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
may  probably  leave  Immenfe  wealth  to  his  family. 
Can  a  man  know  a  paft  life  of  more  agreeable 
rctrofpedl,  in  connexion  with  future  -profpeds 
more  fair  and  promifmg  ? 

A  MORE  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DISi 

TRICT  OF  MAINE, 

At  prefent,  the  trade  of  St.  George's  River  is 
neither  remarkably  briljc,  nor  very  gainful ;  and 
a  dozen  petty  merchants  rodent  in  Warren, 
iThomaflown,  3nd  Waldoborough,  are  proprietors 
of  almoft  all  the  ihipping.  The  captain  of  a  fliip 
has,  commonly,  a  Ihare  in  the  property  of  hen 
The  merchants  have  Ihops ;  and  exchange  their 
goods,  with  great  advantage,  for  provili'on,  with 
which  they  are  fupplied  by  the  tountry-people, 
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^«rd6dfcBr  ciq»rtati6A,  with  Which  they  freight 
5if  vc!flcb.  But,  th6^4gh  the  heccffitles  of  the 
ptop\ts,  and  the  advantage  with  which  thefe  mer- 
chants can  di(pofe  of  their  goods,  might  encou* 
rage  them  to  a  more  extenfive  trade  in  wood, 
they  rarely  procure  more  of  it,  in  fpring,  than 
will  ferve  their  domeftic  purpofes,  and  lade  a 
fingle  vcffel.  They  fcarccly  ever  freight  any 
number  of  veflek  with  this  commodity.  Their 
profits  arife  chiefly  from  the  retail  fale  of  their 
goods,  and  from  the  freight  which  they  fome-^ 
times  receive,  in  cbnlcquence  of  having  a  fttare 
in  a  fliip. 

The  reft  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  fmall 
land-holders  and  the  ihip-captains.  Every  colo- 
nift  fells,  in  winter,  a  certain  quantity  of  trees, 
which  he  either  chops  up  into  billets,  or  carries 
to  the  faw-milL  Thefe  products  of  the  country 
he  delivers  to  the  captain,  to  carry  them  to  Bof-* 
ton,  and  fell  them  there  on  his  account ;  if  want 
of  money  do  not  oblige  him  to  difpofe  of  them 
tg  the  merchants  on  the  Ipot.  The  freight  of 
the  timber,  and  of  thofe  other  praduds  which 
the  country  adjacent  to  l$t  George's  River  affords 
for  exportation,  is  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  different  articles.  It  is,  however, 
'no  unufual  thing  for  the  pcrfons  fhipping  car- 
goes, to  agree,  that  the  captains  ihall   receive, 

as 
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as  freight/ a  fourtb'part  of;  the  price^  which  th^ 
commodities  Ihali  fetch  in  the  market  This  thQ 
captain  divides  wkh ,  his  owners  f   reierving  to 
bimfelf  one-half.     Out  of  this  he  iupports  and 
pays  the  fhip's  crew;^  fqr  the  vay^e.  The  owneif 
pf  the  cargo  is  to  receive  three-fourths  out  of  it^ 
whole  proceeds,     It  often  happens^,  that  the  clear 
profit  out  of  thefe  three-fourths  is  not  equal  tq 
that  one- fourth  which  was  p^id  fpr  the  freight. 
The  pr^me  coft  of  a  cargOj^  for  inftanee,  ihall  be 
-a  hundred  dollars  ;  it  ihall  be  fold  in  Bpilon  for 
a  hundred  a^nd  eighty  dollars  :  out  of  this  ium> 
forty-five  dollars  go  to  pay  the  freight ;  and  .the 
clear  ga»n  to  the  exporter,  -after  the  value  of  the 
goods  is  deduced,  will,  tbeni  b?.  no  more  thai3[ 
thirty-$ve  dollar^.     It  is,  indeed;  true,  that  the 
proprietors  .of  thefe  fmall  cargoes  fupply  their 
timber  oi^t  of  t^eir  own  woods  ;  convey  it  to  the 
Ihore  upon  their  own  fledges,  dr^wn  by  their 
own  oxen,  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  ncccf; 
farily  emplqyed  iji  Qther  work  ;  and  ?eckon  no^ 
thing  for  their  own  labour,  by  all  which  theif 
fmall  profits  are  fbmewhat  enhai\ced.   It  is  like- 
wife  true,  that,  as  the  f<;lling  and  removing  of 
the  trees  clears  the  ground  for  agriculture,  how^ 
ever  little  the  timber  may  bring,  its  exportation 
is  flill  to  be  regarded  as  coAfiderably  advantageous* 
When  the  proprietor  g(  the  cargo  is,  at  the 
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lime .  \knt,  owner  of  t^  ycScI,  he  then  allows 
the  captldn  one;«*half  pf  the  dear  profit^  over  and 
above  the  prime  doft  of  the  commoiiitj.  But,  of 
Jthis,  I  believe,  thgre  i$  np  inftance  in  St.  George*$ 
Biver.  In  that  cafe,  wheth^sr  the  goods  be  the 
produce  q(  the  exporter  s  Qwn  lands,  or  be  pur- 
chafed  by  him  for  exportation^  he  fixes  a  certain 
inedium  price,  which  muft  firft  be  deduced  be- 
fore the  captain  pan  come  in  for  his  Ihare.  When 
the  prip^e  coil  of  a  cfir^  U  four  hundred  dollars, 
^nd  it  is  fold  again. for  fix  hundred,  the  captain 
then  receives  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  mer- 
chant  ajid  OAi^^cr  of  the  veffel  another  hundred. 
Trifling  as  thi^fp  apcic^nts  may  appear,  ilill  thej 
are  by  no.  n\eaii3  indiiFcrent  with  refpe<3:  to  our 
knowledge  of  ^  powptry ,  fo  new  as  this,  and  fo 
highly  calculated  tfi  excite  qur  intcrcft  iri  what 
jcpncems  it.  .3ut,  the  tr^de.from  St.jGcorge^s 
River,  as  I  h^ye  already  meiitioned#  is  not  by  any 
me^ns  brifli;.  The  ihips,  which  might  take  in  a 
lading  in  the  fpace  of  tjvp  or,  three  days,  often 
coniumeasmany  weeks  in  an  idle  delay,  and  are^ 
pven*then,  not  fully  laden. 

The  paiffes  of  this  flackncfs  of  bufinefs  arc; 

1  •  The  Want  pf  preeks  fufficiently  deep  to  admit 

» 

the  timber  to  be  conveyed  down  them  for  ex- 
portation, after  the  lands  more  contiguous  to  St. 
jGeorge's  River  have  been  cleared  of  wobds ;    2. 
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The  fcarcitjr  of  good  faw^ihtlh,  which  ii  indeed 
a  natural  confequence  of  the  former  difadvati* 
tpge  ;  3.  The  waht  of  fiiflicieftt  capitals  ift  the 
hands  of  their  merchants,  which' being  employed 
with  intelligence  aftd  aAivity,  might  conquer  any 
phyfical  difficulties,  or  might,  at  leaft,  partially 
remove  whatever  is  now  very  unfavourable. 

General  Knox  has  projected  a  canal  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  St.  George's  River,  whichy  by 
avoiding  many  rapids,  will  render  the  river  navi- 
gable for  feventy  or  eighty  miles  further  up  thatt 
vefl'els  at  prefent  go.  A  great  quantity  of  wood, 
that  cannot  now  be  brought  to  be  ftiipped,  Would^ 
then,  be  eaiily  within  the  reach  of  watcf -carriage^ 
The  canal  is  indeed  already  begun.  At  the  fapids, 
which  it  will  leave  free  from  navigation,  anum** 
ber  of  faw-mills  may  be  ere(fted*  Thefe  ^r, 
Pope,  the  ableft  civil-engineer  in  all  America, 
has  engaged  to  form,  diid  which,  of  cbnlfequence, 
will  be  conftnwfted  in  the  utmoft  perfcAion.  Per- 
haps this  canal,  when  cut,  may  open  a  commu- 
nication with  other  dreams,  by  which  means  na- 
vigation fliall  be  facilitated,  agriculture  improved, 
and  traffic  enriched  and  enlivened.  A  magazine 
of  wood,  of  all  forts,  might  then  be  formed,  to 
lade  the  Ihips  whenever  they  Ihould  arrive  in  the 
river,  and  to  mfeet  all  the  demands  and  fpecula- 
tions  of  the  merchants.     At  prefent  thcrejs  not 
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a  fbgle  trader  in  the  cpuutry,  who  could  fupply 
a  cargo  of  wood  fqr  a  vcflel  pf  ninety  tons  burthen, 
in  the  fpace  of  Icfe  than,  two  mouths.  Ship- 
building b,  in  this  river,  no  unprohfiiiing  branch 
of  trade-  Oak-trees  are  &  abundant  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  thefe  may  long  iupply  fufEcient 
materials,  without  th^r^  being  any  neceflity  for 
having  rccourfe  to  the  mom  inacceffible  intserior 
parts.  The  common  price  for  ihip-buildin^,  in 
St.  George's  River,  is  ten  pounds,  or  thirty-threo 
dollars  and  two  fhillings  a  ton ;  all  things  being, 
for  this  money,  fupplied,  and  the  veiTels  are  ibid 
fttBofton,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds, 
or  from  forty  to  forty-three  dollars,  a  ton.  To 
the  number  of  five  or  fix  ve0els  a  year  are  built 
in  St.  George's  Biver,  Ships,  of  any  number  of 
tons  burthen,  can  come  as  far  up  as  the  bouie  o£ 
General  Knox  ;  but  to  Warren,  the  limit  of  the 
influx  of  the  tide  into  the  river,  only  veflels  of 
eighty  tons  burthen  caii  afcend. 

Agriculture  is,  throughout  this  territory,  but 
in  a  poor  ftate,  although  the  land  is  every  where 
fufficiently  fertile.  The  people  fow  but  little 
wheat,  from  a  perfuafion,  that  the  climate  is  too 
cold  for  it,  fcarcely  any  Indian  corn,  and,  on  the 
wholc„  but  little  oats.  The  ground  lies  moftly 
m  grafs  and  affords  excellent  hay,  among  which 
IS  a  wild  clover>  which  grows  thick,  and  is  of  a 
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pleafant  fragrance.  Befides  thoie  things  "^hicif 
arc  adverfe  to  the  improvement  of  AmerifcaM 
hufbandry  in  general,  the  agncultore  of  thi» 
region  lies  under  the  following  difadvantagcs  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf:  1.  The  fuccefs  of  the  j^ferjr^ 
which  affords  abundant  means  of  finiple  flibiift^ 
cnce  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  depend  upon  it.  2< 
The  fcopc  for  employment  in  wood-cutting,  which 
yields  fmall  but  certain  daily  wages,  and  draws 
men  from  the  plough,  of  which  the  profits  return 
more  flowly,  and  with  lefs  certainty.  3.  The 
buiin^fs  of  Ume^hurning  affords  certain,  and  not 
inconiiderable  wages,  and  thus  allures  many  of 
the  people  from  the  tillage  of  the  lands,  prema- 
turely exhaufls  their  ftrength,  enhances  their  ne^ 
cefCities,  and  leads  them  into  the  fatal  habit  of 
intoxicating  themfelvfes  with  ftrong  liquors.  Ex- 
perience evinces,  that  thefe  three  clafTcs  of  people 
are  the  poorcft,  the  mofl  profligate,  and  confe- 
quently  not  the  happieft.  The  diftridl  of  Maine 
might  produce,  any  where,  com  equal  to  that  of 
.  the  lands  round  Kingflon  in  Upper  Canada,  where 
the  foil  is  not  better,  and  which  lies  under  the 
difadvantagcs  of  a  more  northern  climate.  The 
tradls  of  meadow  aire  extenfive  and  beautiful ;  in 
confequence  of  which  vafl  herds  of  cattle  may 
be  kept  in  the  country :  as  the  cattle  muft  be 
houfed  for  fix  months  in  the  year,  great  q^uanti^ii 
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ties  of  dung,  are  accumulated ;  and  the  river 
afibrds  alfo  a  rich  and  fertilizing  ilime,  which 
might  be  fucceisfully  employed  as  manure.  All 
thefe  advantages  tend  to  encourage  agricultural 
improvements,  and  to  render  their  fuccefs  cer- 
tain. But  the-  prefent  pra<9:ices  muft  firft  be 
abandoned ;  the  predominant  prejudices  muft  firft 
be  relinquiihed ;  and,  what  is  the  hardeft  taik  of 
all,  the  people  niuft  be  roufed  from  their  negli- 
gence. I  was  aiTured,  that  the  people  who  live 
at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  inland^ 
are  better  huft>andmen,  and  raife  large  quantities 
of  c(Mm.  1  readily  believe  the  faft.  Fifhing,  the 
burning  of  lime,  and  the  felling  of  wood,  are  a 
fort  of  employment  very  profitable  to  great  com- 
panies, and  to  the  pofiTefibrs  of  large  capitals.  And 
provided  thefe  people  nfay  have  their  gains,  they 
little  care,  whether  men's  morals  be  injured,  and 
the  general  improvement  of  the  country  retarded, 
by  the  purfuits  which  they  encourage. 

A  pair  of  oxen  coft  here  fixty  dollars ;  a  cow, 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars.  Although  no  pains 
are  taken  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle,  they 
are^  in  general,  good.  Land  may  be  purchafed 
'Very  cheap,  elpecially  from^thofe  who  apply 
thcmfclves  to  the  filhery ;  for  thefe  people  arc 
Citen  in  difficulties.  '  Wheat  cofts  feven  fliillings 
A  bulhel,  and  almoft  all  that  is  here  coniumcd, 
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U  Wo^ght  from  lSr« w,  York  or  Phila4dphi4.  !«-• 
dian  porn'  is  equally  dear ;  fy«  cof^  ^  dolkr^  or 
fix  fliiUings  a  buftiel,  if  bought  on  the  ipot ;  the 
price  of  oats  is  two  ihilliogs  wd  five^pcnce  a 
buftiel ;  that  of  barky  fix  (hillings ;  9.  ton  of  hay 
Baay  be  bought  for  nine  dollars.  Labourers  are 
not  eafily  procured  here ;  but  they  may  be  hired 
from  the  environs  of  Boilon*  Their  wages,  for  . 
the  winter  months,  are  feven  dollars  a  month ; 
for  the  fummer-months,  ten  dollars  a  month* 
All  the  milch-cows  here  arc  of  the  beft  fort. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  not,  in 
the  couric  of  the  prefent  year,  rifen  above  feverity- 
two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  or  feventeen  onc-« 
fourth  of  Reaumur,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George's 
River.  Its  ordinary  variations  have  been  from 
fifty  to  fifty-five  of  Fahrenh^t^  or  from  eight  to 
ten  and  half  of  Reaumur.  There  has  been  much 
cold  and  rainy  wcathen 

JOURNEY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  RIVER  OF 

PENOBSCOT. 

As  General  Knox's  bufmefs  called  him  to  a 
different  part  of  his  eftates,  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  accompanying  him,  in  order  to  acquire  a?  far-r 
ther  knowledge  of  the  country.  We  trayelled 
along  the  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot.  Thi* 
bay  and  the  river  of  the  fame  name  are  the  ex-  • 
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treme  limits  of  the  trading  manufactories  of  the. 
diftrift  of  Maine ;  the  Ihore  of  the  bay,  along,  the 
weft  coaft,  and  that  of  the  river  for  twenty  miles,, 
bound  the  territory  of  Waldo-patent.  Almoft  all 
this  tra^  of  the  fliore  is  inhabited  by  perfons,  who 
have  occupied  their  lands  without  any  juft  title ; 
fo  that  the  true  proprietors  are  excluded  from 
Aeir  own  lands,  by  the  ufurpation  of  thefe  un- 
authorifed  fettlers.  Wood-cutting  is  the  great- 
employment  of  the  people  who  dwell  along  the. 
coaft ;  it  is  almoft  their  fole  employment.  The 
wood  growing  contiguous  to  this  bay  is  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  and  iyids  dierefore  a  certain  and 
ready  falc.  A  hundred  acres  of  land  will,  by  the 
fale  of  the  wood,  afford  fuftenance  to  a  family  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  thofe  diftridb  through 
which  I  have  travelled  during  the  laft  five  months^ 
the  wood  is  cut  down  for  the  purpofe  of  clear- 
ing the  ground ;  ^  and  no  fooner  is  the  fmall  wood^ 
burnt  or  removed,  tlian  the  field  is  fenced  in,  ^nd 
fown  with  grain.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
wood  is  fufFered  to  fpringup  anew;  after  the  old 
trees  ate  felled ;  the  turf  is  covered  with  a  native 
clover,  which  grows  very  luxuriantly  among  the 
roots  of  the  trees  that  have  been  cut  down,  and 
the  fmall  wood  that  lies  fcattered  around.  This 
clover  afibrds  forage  for  ftieep  and  black  cattle^ 
which  the  owner  of  the  ground  turns^ut  to  graze 
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iXpoii  iL  A  flight  fence  cnclolcs  his  garden,  the 
little  potatoc  ground  within  whifch  his  houfc 
fteiids'.  There  is  na  other  fort  of  encloiiire  in  ufe 
imong  thefe  people,  tfpon  all  thefe  lands  in  ge- 
rttfral,  dierer  has  been  very  little  labour  of  cultiva* 
tion  employed ;  but  the  foil  x»  alraoft  every  where 
fertile,  arid  better  m  quality  than  that  in  the  yiei- 
hity.of  St.  George's  River^  It  i^  fiich,  that  thefe 
illegal  occupiers,  after  cutting  down  the  fincft: 
trees  on  one  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to  the 
ffiofe,  frequently  difpofe  of*  this  firff  letflement ; 
and  rcmoting  to  another,  which  they  occupy 
wirfiout  piirchafc,  cleAr  it  in  the  fame  manner, 
by  cutting  down  and  felling  off  its  wood.  Pur- 
chafer?  give  no  great  price  for  thefcr  lands,  know- 
ing, that  the  title  to  the  poiTeffion  of  them  is  no!f 
•valid,  unlefs  it  fttall  be  confirmed  by  Oenctal 
Knox*  They  buy  the  lands  at  Icfs  than  the  feir 
value,  from  thofe  illegal  occupiers  who*  are  willing 
to  refinquifli  them,  cxpefting  to  fell  them  agaitt 
with  advantage,  after  making  fbmc  iuitable  ar- 
rangement with  ihc  General ;  and,  in  this  eX- 
peftation,  they  are  jatrely  dlfappointcd. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot  is  one  of^ 
the  moik  agreeable  profpefts  that  the  eye  can 
^joy.  The  bay  i§  very  extenfivc,  and  is  inter* 
iTperfed  veith  numberiefs  iilets  of  ^^ribus'  magn^ 
itidGS,  moil  of  which  art  iiihabited.     It  is  but 
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ieidom  that  any  confiderable  number  of  veflels  i^ 

« 

to  be  feen  in  this  bay^ 

Camden  was  the  firft  ftagc  at  which  we  halted. 
By  the  Indians^  and  often  even  by  its  prefent  in« 
habitants^  this  place  is  ^named  Myganticock. 
^Squire  Gla very,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped,  is 
cmc  of  thofe  illegal  poffeffors  of  lands,  whom  ih 
ftridju^cc  General  Knox  might  diipoiTefs.  But 
various  circumilances  concur  to  induce  the  Ge» 
neral  to  conjErm  his  right,  and  grant  him  a  title 
to  his  pofleflion,  .upon  the  paymen^t  of  a  ihilling 
an  acre.  He  lives  near  a  fixiall  oreelc,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  riven  He  occupies  both  fides 
of  this  river,  and  has  ereded  two  mills  upon  it. 
By  theie  he  gets  a  great  deal  of  money ;  though 
the  whole  eftabliihments  of  his  biifinefs  ifauid 
upon  ground,  which  he  well  knows  do  not  be- 
long to  himfdf  He  is  now  building  a  ichoon^er 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen,  which 
cofts  him  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton.  H^ 
keeps,  likewife,  a  fliOp ;  and  is  the  only  peribn 
in  thefe  parts  that  carries  on  any  coniiderabte 
trade ;  though  even  what  he  does,  m  this  way,  is, 
for  the  prefent,  but  trifling.  Camden  river  is, 
with  difficulty,  navigable  by  yeffels,  for  the  fpaoc 
of  three  miles,  from  its  mouth  up  to  a  certain 
^1  of  extraordinary  depth,  in  its  channel.  Fgr 
a  iinall  ezpence,  the  difficulties  which  obftruft  its 
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navxption  might  be  removed,  and  ft  mightte 

i;cii(Jcrcd  navigable  for  the  Ipace  of  a  mile  higher 
up  than  the  pool ;  though  it  is  not  there  of  ftich 
widtB  as  to  admit  of  any  great  advantages  l!)eing 
'derived  from  its  navigation.  It  is,  however,  pro- 
l)able,  that,  when  this  country  fhall  be  in  a  better 
ftate  of  population,  what  is  now  regarded  as  im- 
poffible,  will  appear  to  be  void  of  difficulty ;  and 
wben  the  river  Ihalt  be  rendered  navigable  for  a 
^e^ljpr  diftance  up  its  ftream,  the  improvement 
c^iiriot  fail  to  be  in  various  refpeds  hi^ly  h<S 
nefici^il  to  the  adjacent;  inhabitants. 

.  From  Camden,  we  proceeded  to  the  n"cxt  fiage 
at  l)ucktrap-creelc,  and  there  halted.  Captain 
Alma,  who  poiTefles  both  fides  of  the  river,  fet- 
tled here  about  fctcn  ox  eight  years  ago,  witi 
tiKe  GeneraTs  permiffion.  His  brother  and  him- 
felf  had  ferved  as  officers  in  the  army,  without 
acqmring  any  provifion  for  themfelves,  lave  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  fettlement  upon  Ibmc  unap^ 
j)ropriated  lands.  They  arc,  at  prefcnt,  mer- 
chants, owners  of  lands  which  they  have  bought,, 
proprietors  of  vcflels,  mafters,  in  fhort,  of  a  good 
£brtune,  which,  in  the  progress  of  life  and  bufi- 
nefs,  they  will,  doubtlefs,  confiderably  augment. 
Thie  intelligence  and  a<ftivity  of  thefe  two  bro^ 
thers,  have  not  yet  been  direfted  to  the  improve- 
hvcnt  of  their  eftatcs.     Thefe,  like  almoft  all  the 
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Other  lands  upon  the  bay,  lie  .entirely: '^wtboul 
cultivation*  The  natural  grafs  affords  iuffici6n!t 
iiay  for  winter-forage  to  the  few  cattle  whiiCll 
they  maintain,  They  live  in ;  difiefcht  hqUles^ 
but  arc,  in  every  undertalcing,,  equally  intet^gfted^ 
Captain  Alnia,  whom  we  faw,.  refides  coni^^iHij 
in  America,  and  manages  all  their  joint  conc^m^ 
in  this  place.  His  brother  undertakes  voyages  lu 
areifel  belonging  to  them,  to  ^^land,  Ix^  the 
Wcft-Indics,  and  in  the  coafting  trade.  He  wept 
lately  with  a  cargo  of  wood  €o.  Liverpoo^:  It? 
piime  coft  waii  fix  huxklred  jdoUass ;'  and  thji  price 
for  which  it  may' be  fold  at  Liverpool;:  mfl^ 
amount  to  iix  thoufand  *  four  hundred  doBar^ 
Befide  this  foreign  trade,  which,  the  brothielrip 
Alma  prefer  to  tli^  coafting-trade,  they  are  ,fi|^ 
'engaged  in  the  fiihery^  they  build  ihips^  ^lad 
Aey  fpcculate  in  land-jobbing-  They  int]!^1)$fF 
as  many  new  fettlers  as  poifible  into  the  <ii^il^ 
x)f  Maine ;  and  this  they  can  do  with  th0  greater 
adnut^ge^  as  they  ihind  very  high  in  favour  witk 
General  Knox,  the  only  legal  owner  of  f  aU  phi^ 
tenitary.  1  obtained  the  following  particular!  c^ 
information  from  Captain  Alma,  and  ^pothcr/iif- 
MBitant  of  this  diftri<9t.  l.  Tht;  price  <?fihi[>- 
building  for.vcffels  of  a  larger  fiyCj  at.Pwktpi^ 
is  feffy  ^lars  a  ton  burthen  for  veifeh^  ^x^^i^g 
V      .  Ms  two 


two  inrndred  tans ;  and  from  twenty  to  thirty 
Aollars  a  ton^  for  iuch  as  are  of  fmallor  iize.  2, 
Th6  wages  to  tl^e  mafter'^carpentqr^  are  a  dollar 
and  a  half  a  day ;  to  the  others^  only  one  dollar ; 
and  they  are  all  iupplied  with  vi^^uals,  at  a  fepa"* 
tt^  expbnce  to  th«r  employer,  3.  Th?  filhcry 
Oil  the  coaft  is  carried  on  by  almoft  all  the  mer^ 
chants  on  the  bay^  wit;h  veflels  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  tons  buDthdn.  The  captam  has  from  dx^ 
<>wners  of  the  ytflcl,  lines,  ropes,  provision,  coti^, 
and  receives  one^-half  of  the  profits  of  the  fifhcry, 
ThA  fiih  ate  dried  on  the  Fox-Iflands^.  at  the 
tnoiith  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot.  A  fifteenth 
fitnk  goes  to  ii^  people  who  have  the  charge  of 
fhis  part  of  the  bufinefe.  The  filhing  will  yidd^ 
In  a '  ftimmer,  iixty  dcSlar^  of  pro^t  to  the  ihip? 
Wner.  His  veflel  cofls  one  hundred  and  fifty 
4<dl«»,  This-  fifhery  is  altogether  diflind  from 
4h^  of  ^dmoti,  of  which  a  great  nximber  frequent 
lJi«1if^inthehegianingofthefummer*  Almc^ 
ttS  of  !^e  flock-fiih  is  purchafcd  by  the  planter^ 
iM^^be  back*&ttlements,  at  the  late  of  five  dollat^ 
a  barrel ;  the  wnoaindcr  being  exported  to  thif 
Weft-Indie$,  Foreign  trade  is  reckoned  to  be 
twice «  profitable  as  the  coafting-trade*  5.  TIah 
<^oe  o(  wood  of  all  forts  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
ih  $tf  Gpyr^^s  River;  the  only  dMfereqca  <9f  price 
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orifes  from  there  being  a  greater  or  a  fniaU^ 
<}uantity  ready  for  exportation,  at  any  particultf 
time,  in  cither  of  the  two  places.  ;        : 

In  building  vcff^ls,  they  make  the  bcafnst 
which  fupport  the  deck,  from  the  truak  of  Cho 
fpruce-fir ;  taking  care  that  theie,  and  ibme  otheir 
parts  which  are  framed  of  this  timber,  hare  a 
fufficient  thickneis  of  wood,  and  ^  ^li^cieutif 
rivetted  together*  The  reft  of  thf?  y^^^  is  madi| 
of  oak  planlcs,  procured  from'  a  diffbrmit  pa|:^  of 
the  country.  It  is  but  about  three  ye^fis  finc^ 
the  ipruce-fir  was  firil:  ufed  in  bjouldii^  il^j^s  19 
this  bay.  The  Ihip-builders  a^Khi  that  it  i$  9A 
improvement  to  the  veflellis;  butlftf^t  iBcUned  t^ 
think,  that  the  want  of  ^  oak^  or  rather  a  fcarcity 
of  this  high-priced  timber,  has  been  the  chi^ 
caufe  oi  this  innovaticm.  They  here  afiure  ui^ 
that  ^c  timber  of  the  fpmcc-fir,  when  uicd  14 
this  way,  is  found  to  be  very  fbrong  and  lafting^ 
and  conildering  how  little  profit  is>  at  prefeat,  to 
be  derived  from  building  with  fo  expetifive  1^  tim- 
ber as  oak,  the  ^eat^ft  advsmtages  may  r^iult 
from  employing  in  ihip-building  a  ipecies  of 
trees,  which  have  boeji  hitherto  ieft  to  rot  neg^ 
Icded  upon  the  ground* ,  As  a  proof  of  Ae  fitnefi 
of  iprvicc-fix  /for  ihip-build^ng,  tbey  farther  men^ 
tioued  to  us,  that  ibme  of.thefe  trees,  which  had 
^cif  felled  ten  years  ago^  and  had  been  expo^ 
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Svfer  iihce  tli&t  tunc  to  tibe  lun  and  weather,  were 
ibuhd  a*  JthiS'tilne  to  be  as  frefh  and  found,  as  if 
they  had  been  but  newly  cut  down, 
t    The  planks  of  th£  body  of  the  Ihip,  to  the 
Wftter^s  edge,  are  o^ften  liiade,  inftead  of  oak, 
ratker  of  beech-wood,  or  of  the  wood  of  the  black 
hifth^  which -is  reckoned  equally  hard  and  good. 
Tfec  keel  i»' of  *he- wood  of  the  beech,  of  the 
iii^ar-maple/or  of  another  fpecies  that  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  rock-maple.-    With  thcfc 
forts  of  wood;  there  is  not  above  a  fifth  part  of  the 
U^hole  flii|i  made  of  oak,  in  order  that  thefcxpence 
fliay  be  b&  '  ihodttate  as  poffible.  When  I  fpeak  of 
64k,  I  meah^fe^grey  oak ;  the  red  oak  is  npt  much 
i^eefeed  foi^*  Ihipi-building  ;  and  the  white,  the 
beft  of  all,  does  not  grow  here.  The  Ihip-builders 
mkihtain^  that  the  iaccharine   particles  of  the 
beech,  the  t>kck  birch  or  the  maple,  are  very  fcr- 
viceable  for  the  prefervation  of  iron,  which  the 
Valine  .  particles  of  the  oak  are  apt  to  confume. 
And  inftead  of  ufing  tallow  for  thofe  purpofcs  in 
ikip-buildlng  to  which  it  has  been^  uftially  ap- 
iplied,    all  the  Ihip-carpenters  in  America,  now 
rather  make  ufe  of  train-oil,  very  plentifully  laid 
on.     But  this  oil  is  a  produA  of  the  fHh&ty,  and 
is,  belides,  one-fifth  cheaper  than  felt;  ibthat 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the  true  reaitbn  be 
not  rather  its  cheapnefs,  than  any  fbperior  fifaicfs 
'-    '  in 
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10  the  oil,  which  makes  it  to  be  preferred  for 
thefe  ufes.  By  thefe  means,  however,  the  ex-- 
pence  of  Ihip-building  has  been  reduced,  within 
the  laft  three  or  four  years,  to  half  of  what  it  for* 
merly  was,  to  the  great  emolument  of  thoft  per* 
fons  who  purfiie  this  branch  of  manufafture. 
, Yet,  is  this  manufafture  not  carried  on  in  all  the 
extent  which  it  might  very  well  attain.  The 
only  caufe  of  this  is  the  prefent  poverty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  parts.  When  this  isconfi- 
dered,  it  muft  rather  appear  furprifing/that  there 
fhould  have  been  fo  much  already  done  in  it, 

A  little  river,  which  is  navigable  by  iinall  veJ^ 
fcis,  for  a  mile  upwards  from  itsf  mouth,  empties 
ftfelf  into  the  creek  of  Dudktrap,  and  there  drives 
a  iaw-mill  of  moderate  fize,  the  property  of 
Me&s.  Alma.  I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  fee 
ijjen  Ikwing  great  blocks  of  timber,  clofe  by  this 
mill ;  but,  fuch  is  the  praftice  throughout  Ame- 
rica ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  prefent  imperfeftion 
of  the  faw-mills.  Two^  or  three  oth^r  mer- 
chants, befide  Meffrs.  Alma,  are  alio  engaged  in 
the  coafting  trade ;  but  the  traniaAions  of  thofe 
others,  is  comparatively  inconsiderable. 

Bratight-pxen  cofl,  here,  feventy  dollars  a  pair ; 
a  cowi  twenty-eight  dollars;  a  Iheep,  ten  or 
twelve  fliillings.  They  are  purchafed  from  the 
planters,  whofeneceiBties  oblige  them  to  felK 

The 


Tho  hrped  of  Jthe  w^ttjc  i$  tolerably  good.  Sheqi 
i^rfi  bought  at  a  very  low  price,  from  the  ifland  of 
Mwth^wiue,  oil  the  coaft  of  R^flachufctts ;  awd 
thefe  Ihecp,  though  of  fmall  fize,  are  found  to 
ijferd  a  very  good  breed,  after  they  have  had  ^ 
year's  keeping  in  the  diftri<9t  of  Maine. 

A&er  a  poor  fvpper/  and  ^  indifferent  night's 
lodging  with  Captain  Alnja,  whoj,  hoyi^ver  opu^ 
lent,  continues  to  live  in  a  mifetablp  lo^houfe, 
without  fiaitable  fupplies  of  bread,  runa,  ^gar,  or 
even  fleflx ;  we  rene\yed  oux  jquraey  along  a  very 
bad  road,  which,  ,howev;er^  was  not  quite  fo  \^ 
a$  the  rjoads  of  the  diftrid  of  GeneflipC;  Wc  foon 
reached  Little-river,  another  fm5^U  ftreara  ruar 
ping  ifato  Penobfcot,  which  is  not  more  navig^bls 
^than  that  of  Ducktrap,  but,  like  it,  drivejs  a  fmaU 
f^WrmiU*  A  few  folitarie?  dwell  about  this  bay, 
^Inaoft  every  one  of  whonni  is  owner  of  a  finall 
^ihing  boat,  which  h  navigated,*  in  the  Hibmg^ 
ichicfly  by  himfelf  or  his  children.  Their  land 
Jies,  like  that  of  all  their  ijcighbgiire,  totally  ui!?? 
cultivated.  The  whole  ftiore  is  occupied  b^  lucfe 
frpall  filhermen,  who  are  mifcrably  lodged,  mifprr 
ably  clothed,  and  miferably  fed. 

The  townlhip  of  Bell^  adjoining  that.,  of 
Little«-river,  is  better  fetjtled,  than  that  throug}|, 
'which  we  lafl  paiTed.  The  houfes  are  better,  and 
axCf  eyen  in  fomc  iniiia^nces^  painted ;  th^;  Iand& 
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Imc  been  brought  into. a  battel;  cpoditipQ/  This 
tcrrit^)!y  was  ipld  thirty  yew»  ago,  by  the  family 
of  Wai-do  ;  and  itsprefent  ftateof  iiiperior  im- 
provement fcems  |;o  evince,  that  the  uncertainty 
of  tfaie  po^iiion  of  thok  yfho  have  fettled  in 
other  townfiiips,  mufl  be  the  chief  rea^n  t^lEit 
pccaiions  thpm  to  leave  their  Iand9  fo  deftitute  of 
cul^r^,    A  rivar>  that  is  at  the  mqlith  about  a 
11^  broad,  but  navigable  for  only  three  miles 
vpwafd$,  here  falls  iQto  a  creek,  much  larger  than 
^y  oftp  that  we  b»d  hitherto  fcen.    We  were 
to  pais  thw  river  at  a  place  where  the  accefs  is 
extremely  diiHcidt.   The  ferry-boat  is  vciy  irnalL 
md,  for  borfcp, ';V9iy  inconveftieht.    We  were 
f?^ti9g  for  it  ^  whole  hour,  and  thought  our-^ 
fdv£9  fortunate  in  teaching  the  oppofite  bank, 
whjeQ  lih^  wind  became  boiib^ous,  the  tide  roic 
higher  ill  the  river,  and  our  horfes  wete  grow* 
ing  very  itfiruly.    The  General*s  ncgrq  conduced 
over  ty^Q  of  the  hories,  fvf  imming.     Confider- 
ftble  tQ^nt^ii^  4^  ^mediately  adjacent  to  the 
}mik  pf  the  river/*     Thefe  piountains  were  the 
high^  I  had  yet  ieen  iq  thi$  trac^  pf  the  country. 
Th^  ground  interjacent  between  them  and  the 
over's  j^gc  IS  cleared;  not  a  ftump  remained, 
wA  trees  lay  fcattered  on  the  furface.     I  thought 
^  meadpMTs  fp  be  the  bcft  I  had  feen,  for  a  long 
wH\ff    In  thtf  towxjtihip  of  Belj^il  is  a  church* 

the 
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the  only  on*  4ii'  all  tlic  Waldo-pntent.  The 
toads  become  Kerc  better,  both  becaufe  the  fo3 
is  fkirier,  arid  becaufe  they '  are  more  carefully 
Repaired  here,  than  effewhere. 

It  is  reiriarkabfci  that  tbrbughout  almoft  all 
the  diftriift  of  Maine,- the  rivers  jgfid  creeks  flow 
with  a  ftraight  courfe  into  the  iea,  M^ith  a  longer 
iof  Ihorter  length' of  prbgrefsi  in  which  they  are, 
in  'few  inftancds,  augmented  by  any  aualiary 
Ihcams.  The  only  exceptions  from  this  gcncnd 
charafter  arc,  as  far  as  I  know,  th€  rivers  of 'Kcit- 
nebcc,  Penobfcot,  and  Ujiion  i  there  are,  I  think, 
hootheir.    .   /    -       '  '        .  .       ^^ 

We  ftopped,  at  night;  at  the  houfe  of  apci^ 
fonof  the  name  of  Nicholson,  a  farmer w^ 
landholder  qf  ibme  eminent^;  He  has  lived  ((X 
ihefe  four  and  thirty  years  in  Pi^ofped:,  a  townfliip 
which  lies  along  the  coaft,  and  is  contiguous  to 
"Belfaft.  He  poiTeffes  nearly  eighty  acres  of  land, 
that  hasjbeen  cleared,  and  five  of  thefe  in  a  ftatc 
of  good  cultivation.  Thefe  are  partly  in  tillage, 
and  partly  in  the  ftate  of  nieadows.  He,  thfe 
winter,  felled  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood| 
and  between  one  and  two  hundred  large  trees; 
his  fons  caught  c6d-fifh  and  falmon  to  the  quan- 
tity of  about  one  hundred  barrels ;  his  daughters 
Ipun  the  wool  of  the  fhecp,  and  made  clothes  lox 

thewliole  family;  they  msJce  fl^oes •  Hkewife  «f 
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the  hided  of  the  cattle  ilaught^red  for  iale,  for 
all  who  belong  to  the  houfe.  He  is  content  with 
his  lot,  and  is  full  of  the  ordinary  prejudices  of^ 
all  the  old^  ignorant  hufbandmen  ofi  the  diilri^t 
of  Maine^  But  this  is  the  worft  that  can  be  faid 
of  him.  He  thinks  it  impoffible,  that  wheat 
ihotdd  grow  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  believes 
that  even  barley  and  rye  vvrill,  at  the  beft,  grow 
but  indifferently*  He  accordingly,  fbws  as  much 
rye  and  Indian  com.  as  is  requiiite  fox  the.uie  of 
his  houfebdid*  Of  this  they  make  a,  fort  of  foft 
bread,  which  is  the  ordinary  food  of  the  people 
in  this  naghbourhoodj  but  vrhich,  in  other  places^ 
would  be  given  to  the  dogs^  ;  Upon  all  th^  con* 
iidcrable  extent  of  l^nd^  which  he  has  cleared  of 
wood,  he  keeps  cmly  twenty  head  of  black  cattle, 
including  cpws,  calves, .  and  bullocks ;  and  from 
twenty  to  fire  and  twenty  ilj^p-  t  One  of  hisr 
£ne  acres  of  meadow  yields  annually. fixty  him* 
dred- weight  of  hay,  which  is  rich  with  a  mix^ 
tUre  of  haturalclovdr,  and  is  mofls  than  he  needs 
for  the  ufe  of  his  cattlci  which  for  more  than  fix 
months  in  the  year  -muft  be  kept  in,  ftalls  in  thf 
houfe.  He  plants  an  acre  annually  with  potatoes; 
the  produce  is  often  four,  hundred  bufhels,  and 
even  in  lels  plentiful  years  at  leaft  two  hundred 
and  .fifty  bu(hels.  -  Potatoes  find  a  ready  fale 
throughout  the  dift^^S:  of  Maine,  at  thera^tf 
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of  otie  iliilling  and  &cpence  or  ^o  ikilllngs  a 
bufliel.  ^ 

His  land  is  excellent.  Hisihecp,  of  which  he 
might  keep  ten  times  as  many  as  he  docs,  but 
which  he  is  tiot  deftrous  to  augment,  afefine^  and 
afford,  at  the  annual  Ihearing,  fleeces  weighing 
each  fix  pounds.  That  portion  of  it,  which  is 
not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  family,  is  fold  at  the 
tate  of  a  (hilling  a  pound,  and  though  it  were  in* 
ferior  in  quality,  would  not  fail  to  fetch:  an  equal 
price*  After  all,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fec^  how  old 
Nicholibn  can  have  acquired  the  reptxtation  <^ 
beihg  a  good  farmer.  To  me  he  a{^eafis  to  dii&r 
from  the  reft,  only  in  podfeffing  a  grester  extent 
<jf  ground  at  a  fmaller  price,  without,  howerer^ 
making,  in  any  degree,  a  better  uie  of  what  he  has« 

There  is  no  fliip-buildiAg  carried  on  in  thas 
townfliip  of  Profpeft;  tiiere  belong  to  it  only 
ibme  of  thofe  decked  yachts,  which  arc  ufed  vsk 
the  filhery. 

The  general  bufinefi  of  the  i|ihabitants  is 
Wood-cutting.  An  able  wood-man  will  cut  down 
two,  or  even  thiee,  cords  of  wood  in  a  day.  The 
ufual  price  i^  ieven  ihillings  a  cord.  It  cofts 
about  a  third  part  of  the  value  for  thp  conveyance 
of  this  wood  to  the  ihorel  One  who  has  no  oxen 
of  his  own  can  earn,  therefore,  ten  ihiUingsaday; 
lie  may  earn-  fourteen  ihillings,  if  he  can  coxrvey 

the 
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Ac  Wood  he  cJUts  dowft  to  the  Ihprfe.  This  it 
Tufficicnt  to  makcj  tllcfc  people  carelefs  of  agri- 
culture and  Kufbandry^  More  diftant  proipedsi 
of  intereft  are  too  weak  to  engage  them  ileadily 
in  agricultural  induftry* 

Thole  who  neither  fell  their  own  wood,  nor 
convey  it  to  the  Ihore,  pay  two  Ihillings  a  cord 
to  the  labourers  for  cutting  it  down,  tod  as 
much  for  it»  carriage  to  where  it  may  be  Ihippcd. 
After  this  they  have  flill  to  themfelv(3s  a  profit 
<)f  half  a  dollar  a  cord.  An  acre  of  ground,  that 
is  well  wooded,  will  afford  (ixly  of  theie  co^^ 
So  they  pocket,  even  in  thh  cafe,  a  gain  of  thirty 
dollars  an  acttt  upon  their  wood.  '!£))is  lnforrA%^ 
tion  will  fiot  be  without  its  ufe,  to  pei:foife  who 
may  think  of  purchafmg  lands  in  the  diibi^  of 
Maine.  The  growing  deficiency  of  wood,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boflon,  and  all  along  the  eoafl^  mu& 
foon  enhanc6  the  market-price  of  that  which  i^e-^ 
mains  to  be  Cut  in  thefe  parts* 

Our  lie^t  ftage,  after  we  left  farmer  Nicholfon^ 
Was  Brigadier^s  Iflgtod,  This  ifle,  with  fill  th<* 
others  which  are  not  above  three  miles  from  the ' 
other  fliorc,  belong  to  the.eftate  of  Waldo-patent* 
It  is  inhabited  by  feven  families,  among  whom 
it  is  parcelled  out  into  (o  many  diffeifent  farms* 
Theft  families  have  felled  the  wood  around  the 

whole 
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whole  Ihore  of  the  iiland>  aiid  uied  that  which 
covered  the  interior  parts  according  to  their  do- 
meftic  ncceflities  and  Conveniencies*  To  obtain 
full  poffeffion  of  this  ifle.  General  Knox  has  offer- 
ed to  the  feven  families,  by  whom  it  is  now  oc-' 
cupied,  to  the  arxloilnt  of  three  thoufand  dollars^ 
in  land  and  ready  money,  if  they  will  peaceably 
rdinqnilh  it  to  him« 

This  iflt  is  acceffible  from  the  l^d  by  a  paf- 
fagc  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  in  lengthy 
which  is.  dry,  when  the  tide  has  ebbed*  It  af- 
fords excellent  pafhire  for  both  great  and  fmall 
cattle,  and  is  qualified  to  repay,  in  an  adequate 
manner,  all  Hhe  pains  that  might  be  employed 
upon  it  by  a  fkilful  and  induilrious  hufbandman^ 
The  Hones  found  at  the  fiirface  afford  reafbn  for 
thinking,  it  contains  marble,,  flate^  and  iron^ 
The  lituatioo  is  favourable  for  trade.  General 
Knox's  intereih  draw  his  attention  particularly 
towards  the  ifland,  as  being  in  the  centre  of  his 
pofibffions.  It  is  his  objedl  to.  clear  this  iile  for 
the  purpofe  of  mtlintaining  in  it  a  Iheep-ftock. 
For  one  month  in  the  year  thefe  Iheep  muft  bie 
houfed ;  and  he  intends  to  build  a  proper  flail  for 
this  ufe.  H$  is  ^  opinion,  that  by  rdiding  there 
he  may  obtain  confiderable  iums  of  money, 
owing  to  him  for  land  in  the  neighbouring  coutt** 

try, 
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fay,  which  he  is  willing  to  cede  to  its  prefent 
poffeflbrs  at  a  pricq  below  its  real  value,  to  avoid 
)dl  trouble  and  diiputation. 

M*.  Griffin,  one  of  the  prefent  inhabitaftts, 
is  building  a  brig  of  eighty-five  tons  burthen, 
which  he  intends  for  the  coafting-trade.  It  will 
coft,  when  fit  for  fea,  to  the  amount  bf  two  thoy- 
fand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  about 
thirty  dollars  a  ton.  He  has  bought  almoft  all 
the  timber  fieccflary  for  his  purpofe  in  Penobfcot 
River,  as  there  was  none  of  fufficient  growth,  for 
^is  ufe,  remaining  upon  Brigadier's  Ifland. 

The  towiifliip  of  Crankford  was  the  laft  placQ 
in  Wal4o-patent  that  General  Knox  intended  to 
yifit.  We  halted  at  th^  houfe  of  an  old  farmer, 
named  Colonel  Schultz.  He  pofTelTes,  with 
the  p^itrmiiiion  of  the  General,  three  farms  lying 
0n  Penobfcot  River,  about  ten  miles  inland  from 
its  mouth.  Though  but  an  injiiffcrent  farmef, 
be  had  iet  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  common 
prejudices  againft  wheat/  He  fowed  fome  acres 
with  itj,  which  yielded  him  a  return  of  fifteci^ 
bufhels  dSi  acre.  This  y^ar  his  wheat  is  fmutty ; 
the  grain  is  fmall,  gray,  arid  light,  mot  yielding 
above  a  tpnth  part  of  the  ufual  proportion  of  meat 
J  He  raifes  likewife  good  Indian  corn,  th^  return 
of  whiph  is  at  the  rate  of  tweixty  bufhels  an  acre.. 
But  his  ploughing  ^s  flight;  he  l9y3  on  little 
I       Vol.  II.  N  manure; 
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manure  ;  nor  can  the  quality  of  the  foil,  nor  the 
fituation  of  his  grounds,  b$  commended.  His 
potatoe-fields  yield  much  the  fame  increafe  as 
thofe  of  farmer  Nicholfon.  He  has  been  fettled 
here  for  thefe  eight  and  twenty  ye,^s  j  yet,  out 
of  three  hundred  acres,  which  he  pofleffcs,  has 
not  brought  more  than  five  and  twenty  iindcr 
culture. 

But  a  fmall  quantity  of  cod  is  caught  at  the 

bottom  of  the  bay,  or  in  Penbbfcot  River.     In 

'  the  nionths  of  June  and.  July,  all  hands  are  cm- 

r 

ployed  in  the  falmon-fii^ery.  They  are  often 
taken  with  the  harpoon,  but  more  commonly 
with  nets,  while  the  tide  ebbs.  The  inhabitants, 
in  particular,  of  one  fmall  traA  of  land,  which 
juts  out  into  the  fea,  derive  great  profit  from  this 
fifhery.  It  is  there  ufual  for  a  fingle  family  to 
lake  in  a  feafon  from  ten  to  fixty  barrefe  of  fal* 
mon,  weighing,  each  barrel,  two  hundred  poundsi 
and  fetching  in  the  niarket  the  price  of  eight  dol- 
lars. The  Ihore  of  Brigadier's  Ifland  is  faxrious 
for  the  plentiful  captures  of  falmons  upon  it. 
:For  fome  years  this  filhery  has  been  lefs  fuccefs- 
ful  th^n  formerly.  It  has  hitherto  been  very 
little  fortunate  in  the  prcfent  year.  For  this 
failure  the  Indians  are  blamed,  who  live  a  hun- 

ft 

dred  miles  higher  up,  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot 
River.     Thcjy  are  wont  to  filh  every  day  in  the 

year. 
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year,  which  hinders  the  neceflary  annual  renewal 
of  the  numbers  of  the  lalmons.  The  Americans, 
on  the  contrary,  are  accuftdmed  to  refrain  fronx 
fifhing  for  two  whole  months  ih  the  year  toge- 
ther, and  always  upon  Sundays. 

Thefe  Indians  dwell  in  a  pleafant  village  by 
the  river  fide.     They  live,  like  the  reft  of  the  In-r 
dians,  without  making  regular  yearly  provifion 
for  the  fiipply  of  their  wants,  but  approach,  in 
their  manners,  fbmewhat  nearer  to  civility.   They, 
belong  to  a  tribe,  which  the  French  Miffionaries 
almoft  converted,  or,  at  leaft,  fuppofed,  that  they 
had  converted,  to  the  Catholic  religion.     This 
territory  falling  afterwards  into  the  poffeflion  of 
Britsun,  and  fince,  of  the  American  States,  the 
Catholic  religion  ceafed  to  be  preached  to  the 
Indians  at  the  expence  of  the  goverhment^     At 
prcfent  there  lives  a  French  prieft  among  them, 
from  whom  they  have  learned  the  doiftrine  of 
traniubftantiation  ;  but  neither  the  duty  and  ad- 
vantage of  -temperance,  nor  the  principles  and 
pradice  of  agriculture,  nor  the  injuftice  and  folly 
of  wafting  the  beft  means  for  the  fupport  of  tht 
country  by  deftroying  the  falmons  at  an  impix)per 
feafon.     Thefe  Indians  bring,  every  year,  a  larg^ 
quantity  of  beavers,  otters,  foxes,   and  racoon 
ikins,  for  fale  to  dxe  merchants  on  the  riyer^ 
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Thcfe  ikins  are  purchafed  at  a  vcrjr  low  price  t 
and  they  receive  rum  in  exchange. 

PenobfcQt  River  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  tide 
rifes^  that  is,  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  miles  firom 
its  mouth.  For  fmall  boats  it  is  ^cccffible  to 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  higher  up-  On 
its  courfe  it  waters  fevcral  beautiful  diftrife  of 
coxmtry  filled  veith  wood,  and  runs  out  into  manj 
creeks ;  all  of  which  are  fufficient  to  drive  ^  num* 
ber  of  mills.  Up  to  the  limit  of  the  rifmg  of  the 
tide  its  banks  are  inhabited.  After  advancing 
along  them  to  a  certain  diftance,  you  enter  the 
territories  which  ftill  pertain  to  the  Indians. 

The  veffels  belonging  to  this  river  are  not  roo|« 
than  twenty,  of  which  two  arc  employed .  in  the 
trade  to  Europe.  Thefe  two  belong  to  Mr. 
Treat,  a  merchant,  who  has  his  principal  p3b:c 
of  refidence  near  that  part  of  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  above  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  nft ;  and 
poflefles  fcveral  ftorehoufes,  at  different  diflances* 
along  the  river's  fide.  In  the  fpace  of  ten  ycais, 
during  which  he  has  lived  here,  he  has  acquired^ 
in  trade,  a  confiderable  property.  The-  reft  purt 
fue  the  coafting  trade,  or,  in  the  years  in  which 
this  does  not  promife  Hiccels,  a  trade  with  the 
Weft  India  Iflands,  From  all  that  I  could  leam, 
I  am  led  to  think,  that  timber  of  all  forts  may  be 

had 
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iiadxdieap  here/ as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of 
the  difbrid  of  Maine  which  I  Had  occafion  to 
trifit.  Ship-building  is  here  at  the  fate  of  twentyt 
fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  ton.  During  thi^ 
whole  year  there  have  not  been  more  than  five 
built  in  the  river.  The  want  of  capital  is  th^ 
only  reafon  why  ib  little  is  done  ih  this  branch  of 
bufeacfs*  It  is  tnie,  that,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
fent  war  in  Europe,  the  expence  is  now  nauch 
grcnter  than  it  formerly  was ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
ceding years,  when  the  expence  was  fmaller,  the 
number  of  veflels  built  was  not  more  confiderable. 

The  whole  townlhip  of  Belfaft  lies  within  the 
county  of  Hancock.  A  great  part  of  it  is  ftill 
inhabited;  and  its  whole  population  does  not 
exceed  ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  a  diftrift  of  eleven 
thodand  four*  hundred  fquare  miles  in  extent. 
Penobfcot  is  the  capital  town. 

Walhington,  a  county  lying  fomewhat  more 
ft>  the  north,  and  bordering  upon  the  poflcffion* 
of  the  Britilh,  poflefles,  on  a  wider  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, a  population  of  more  than  three  thoufand 
inhabitants* 

Ptnobfcot  is  fSU  known  by  the  Indian  name 
of  Bagadus.  The  exportation  from  it  is  not  coi^- 
fiderable.  The  value  of  thefe  exports  amounted,, 
in  the  year  1701>  to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred 
wid  fifty-foxK  dollars ;  in  the  year  1792,  to  eight 
I  Na  thoufand 
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thoufa.nd  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars ;  id 
1703,  to  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-fev«n  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  five  thoufand 
eight  hundred. and  twenty-five  dollars ;  in  1 795> 
to  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine 
dollars  ;  reckoning  the  year  from  the  beginning 
of  Oftober,  to  the  end  of  September. 

I  believe  that  Penobfcot  River  is  very  juftlj 
deemed  the  moft  favourable  fitliation  for  the 
commerce  of  this  province.  It  maybe  fafely 
affirmed,  that  any  company  or  indivicjual  pof- 
feffing  a  confiderable  capital,  and  knowing  how 
to  lay  it  out  in  improvements,  and  in  the  trade 
naturally  connefted  with  this  fituation,  might 
fettle  here  with  no  fmall  advantage.  A  confi- 
jierable  number  of  veflels  might  be  built,  if  all 
the  wood  from  the  lands  were  appropriated  to 
this  ufe,  and  if  every  day  were  carefully  dedicatejt 
to  inceflant  induftry.  The  faw-mills  would  ren- 
der the  wood  of  great  value ;  and  it  would  quickly 
be  feen^  that  the  prefent  faw-mills  are  fiifceptiblc 
of  improvement,  which  would  render  them  much 
more  profitable  than  they  now  are :  particularly 
in  the  cutting  of  Ihingles,  and  in  breaking  the 
bark  of  the  fpruce-fir,  as  is  now  done  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  tanners,  there 
might  be  great  improvement  made.  In  winter 
the  veffels  might  be  freighted  with  mules  and 

hories^ 
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kdrfes,  reared  here,  {of  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India 
iflcs ;  for  thefe  animals  will  be  bred  here  in  very- 
great  numbers,  when  example,  and  a  certainty- 
of  advantageous  Ikle,  Ihall  have  duly  encouraged 
the  planter^  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  farming, 
Salt-fifli,  too,  either  procured  by  purchafe  from 
others,  or  by  keeping  filhing  veffels,  would  find  a 
good  market  in  the  Weft  India  ifles^  Thefe  ifles 
might  be  fupplied  alfo  with  cattle  from  this  pro- 
vince, as  it  is  Capable  of  producing  prodigious 
lumbers  of  them.  Another  produft  for  the  lame 
exportation  is  corn,  which  will  infallibly  afford 
great  profits  to  this  country,  when  once  a  fpirit 
of  agriculture  fliall  have  been  fufficiently  excited 
throughout  it.  In  this  manner  might  fuch  a 
company  or  individual,  as  was  above  alluded  to, 
gradually  clear  the  land  of  its  wood,  and  bring  it 
into  a  good  ftate  of  cultivation,  while  its  export- 
able produ6ls  would  afford  a  good  income,  and 
the  example  would  be  of  infinite  utility  to  the 
whole  country.  Befide  all  this,  there  fhould  be 
a  fliop  or  two  furnilhed  with  the  ufual  articles  for 
the  conftimption  of  the  country ;  for  ftich  Ihops 
as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  prove 
extremely  lucrative  to  thofe  who  employ  a  num- 
•  ber  of  labourers.  The  confequence  vsrould  be  the 
%ccdy  acquifition  of  a  large  fortune  by  the  com- 
pany or  individual  by  whom  thefe  meafures  fliould 

N  4  be 


\  * 

t}e  puribed.  The  incireafe  ef  tluur  mesia  iff^i 
naturally  enlarge  their  conper&Si  an4  reo4ar  t}mn 
mote  profitable* 

Estpprtation,  thq  grand  fourcc  of  {^ofifc  to  a 
great  landholder^  both  on  accoiuit  of  the  prefent 
advantage  which  it  yielcb^  and  becau£b  it  tends 
to  enhance  the  prices  of  all  commodities^  ib  mcHte 
ijecqllary  in  the'province  of  Maine,  than  in  many 
(ither  places*  The  cuiigrants  make  little  rcfort 
to  this  province-  The  diftrifit  of  Genefleci  and 
the  back  parts  of  Penrtfylvania,  Kentucky,  and 
all  the  weflern  parts  where  the  climate  ia  milder, 
the  foil  more  fertile,  and  the  land  cheaper,  arc 
naturally  preferred.  The  difference  between  the 
abundant  population  of  Geneffee,  which  was, 
lyithin  thefe  laft  ten  years,  in  the  poffcfEon  of  the 
jfeidians,  and  the  fcanty  number  of  faniilies,  Icat- 
tered  througha\it  the  province  of  Maine,  of  which 
the  greater  part  l?vas>  an  hundred  years  fincc,  re- 
duced into  a  colonial  territory,  is  an  undeniable 
proof  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  which 
ought  catainly  to  have  its  weight  with  the  great 
landholders  of  this  province.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
reafonably  dxpeftcd,  that  there  will  be  a  gradual 
influx  of  iettlers  into  this  region,  from  the  great 
increafe  of  the  population  of  Maflachufetts.  The 
wilds  of  Maine  may  be  thus  at  length  inhabited  j 
and  then  the  value  of  land  will  riie^  and  there 

will 
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inH  be  dtti  increafe  of  maniifa<3:uring  and  com- 
mercial indulby,  to  the  great  advantage  both  of* 
the  land'Owners  and  the  merchants. 

In  fbmc  places,  laboui^ers  are  procured  pretty 
caiQly ;  and  the  wages,  for  any  confiderable  time 
together,  are  there  at  the  fame  rate,  as  in  the  dii^ 
tnds  beyond  Bofton,  already  defcribed. 

The  country  is  healthful,  though  much  colder 

than  the  great  landholders  are  willing  to  allow. 

Fogs  and  rains  ate  more  frequent  here  than  in  the 

more  fouthcrn  parts  of  America.     The  maritime 

iituation  of  the  province  of  Maine,  contributes, 

no  ^oubt,  to  increafe  the  humidity  of  its  atmo- 

fphere*   The  perpetual  dampnefs  on  the  fta  coaft 

produces  a  greater  occafion.  for  warm  and  con- 

ftant  fires  there,  than  in  the  interior  parts.    But, 

however  rigorous  the  climate,  it  is  fufficiently 

favourable  to  the  produftion  of  maize,  and  of  e^c- 

cellent  hay.    Nor  is  there  any  juft  jeafon  for  fup- 

poiing,  that  w^hcat  and  other  grainsT  would  not 

thrive  in  it,  if  carefully  cultivated* 

Life  is  ufually  long  and  healthy  in  this  pro- 
vince. It  is  not  uncommon  to  'meet  with  old 
tnen  of  the  age  of  eighty,  or  ninety  years,  though 
the  general  condition  of  the  people  be  but  mifcr-' 
able,  at  lealt  in  that  part  of  the  country  through 
which  I  accompanied  General  Knox.  Save  the 
pothers  Almas,  wc  found  none  who  could  be 

faid 
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faid  to  be  even  moderately  intelligeht,  Tficy 
are  univerfally  poor,  or  at  leaft  live  as  if  they 
were  fo  in  an  extreme  degree.  The  habitations 
are  every  where  poor,  low  huts.  Every  where, 
you  find  a  dirty,  dark-coloured  rye-meal,  and  that 
jppt  in  fufficient  quantity.  The  fort  of  frelh  meat 
tobe  feen  on  any  table,  is  that  of  Jambs,  which 
are  killed,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  proturing 
a  good  difh,  as  to  prevent  the  Iheep-ftock  froni 
becoming  more  numerous  than  is  defired.  In 
fliort,  of  all  America,  the  province  of  Maine  is 
the  place  that  afforded  me  the  worfit  accommo- 
dation. And,  confidering  how  little  reafon  I 
found  to,  praife  the  accommodations  of  many 
other  places ;  what  I  have  now  faid  of  Maine 
muft  be  regarded  as  an  affirmation,  that  the  con- 
dition of  human  life  in  that  place  is  exceeding!;^ 
wretched. 

The  common  drink  here,  and  throughout  all 
America,  is'gwg,  or  a  mixture  of  Water  with 
rum  or  whilty.  It  is  made  alio  with  gin  or 
brandy,  but  not  in  thefe  parts. 

A  fort  of  beer,  made  from  the  twigs  of  the 
ipruce-fir,  is  likewife  drunk  here.  Molaffea,  and 
occafionally  maple-tree  fugar,  are  joined  with 
the  fpruce  twigs,  in  brewing  this  beverage^ 
:  Here  is  alfo  another  fort  of  beer,  much  like 
the  former;  but  it  is  brewed  from  the  young 

twigs 
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twigs  of  the  birch,  inftead  of  thofe  of  the 
fpruce-fir. 

Both  theft  liquors  are  very  con^mon  in  Maf- 
fachufetts  and  in  Canada,  Many  people  arc 
fond  of  them ;  to  me  they  are  difagreeablc* 

All  the  fettlers  in  Waldo-patent,  a  very  few 
excepted,  occupy  lands  to  which  they  have  no 
juft  right.  But  they  are  of  two  different,  claflcs ; 
of  which  one  confifts  of  perfons  who  have  fettled 
here  by  the  permiffion  of  the  General  or  his 
ftewards,  and  are  to  pay  a  certain  purchafe- 
money  at  a  future  time  ;  but  the  others  neither 
aiked  nor  obtained  any  fuch  permiffion.  The 
condition  of  the  former  may  appear  to  be  more 
fecure  than  that  of  the  latter*  But  then  this4aft 
clafs  is  fo  much  the  more  numerous,  that  the 
General  will  probably  find  it  neceflary  to  treat 
them  all  alike.  All  acknowledge  that  they  muft 
pay  a  certain  rent  or  purchafe-money ;  but  nei- 
ther do  they  offer  ready  money,  nor  fix  any  pre- 
cife  time  for  payment.  The  General  encounters 
all  the  perplexity  and  difficulties  of  this  bufincfs 
with  the  firmefl  fleadinefs,  and  the  mofl  extraor- 
dinary patience. 

PRICE  OF  WOOD  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

I  was  induced  to  form  the  following  table  of 
the  prices  of  different  forts  of  timber  in  different 

places 


places  of  this  proTutcej.  by  cociidcfiiig  that  it 
might  become  hereafter  a  matter  of  fome  curi^ 
ofity  to  compare  the  future  variations  in  the 
price  of  wo6(l>  with  that  for  which  it  is  ibid  at 
this  prcfent  time. 

I  have  added  a  view  of  the  prices  of  other 
produds  of  this  province,  according  to  the  moft 
complete  and  accurate  information  that  I  could 
obtain.  This  alio  will  ferve  for  a  fixed  point  in 
the  fcalc  of  the  variations  of  price,  which  thefc 
produfts  maj  hereafter  undergo.     . 

1  have  given  likewife  a  view  of  the  espences 
and  the  returns  of  a  late  voyag;e  of  a  £:hooner 
to  England,  which  was  comncmnicated  to  me 
by  Colonel  Schultz^ 


PiUCE^ 


!BHB  U^ITIO  tTAXM,  QAKAHA,  &C.  If  9 


g^C! 


I- 


-5  3 


o 


o  » 
0:4 

O  rt 

o 

8» 

O 

D 


r    I 


1  «o  0 

& 

§-B» 

<1 

• 

a. 

i  a.1 

0 

6* 

M 

0 

r- 

0 

Vr 

• 

* 

• 

lo,t 

'     CU 

0 

J"^* 

• 

o 


w 

o 

►3d 

O 
H 


H 

g 


F-     2: 


o 

2! 

w 

o 

2; 


a. 
o 


t  »i 

o 


o 


• 
» 


SB 


^    jsr* 


8 


L  3     5r 


§  to  to 

O  09  t9 

s.  s 

•< 


•n 

f» 
O 

g- 

on 

•-I 
{3- 


-♦       J» 


000 

000 
000 


s* 

•n 


o 
o 

o 


p 
o 


r*   e*   f*       ^♦^  ^* 


s 


O  C*  i(k 


n 


p  I  »  n 


•-«  *-  6&  »  O     ^ 

rf^  to  ;^  o  o    o 


» 


00  io  I 

f£ 


sill 


.iHK 


^ 


»—  to  VI  'Ch  Oa 

o  o  to  o  o> 


I  i  »s 


WMka 


*^  •^  to  •-•  Ur  do    I 
tO'v0  04»OtOi|^0^  I 

s>         I:  B> 


1^  u  o 


p  - 


I  1  o  »oo  tS  I 

o 


00 


r 


I       ,-  ^  —  .-     — 


g.g.^totoo;o^| 
t©  wS:  r 


•«I^M«H 


i      i^ 


ootototototooo^i 


I  1 1 


to  »-»  I   »—  00  ;o  ?o  *^ 
*•  •-  •  to  o  o  o 


o 


I 

I 


"'8. 


I 


IT 


to 


I 


2: 

H 

JO 

O 

i 


»33 


Expcnccft 


190  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

Ezpences  and  returns  of  ,a  vo3rage  performej 
by  the  Dolphin  fchooner,  of  Culhing,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine^  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
tons  burthen.  Captain  Bayent'on,  commander, 
in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  1795,  in 
the  Ipacetgf  three  months  wanting  five  days ; 
frpm  Camden  to  Livei;pool,  and  from  Liverpool 
back  to  Boftori. 

.  Dollars.    Dollar^. 

Expenditure   by  the    merphant^ 

freight         -r—         » —         -^       440 

Captain's  wages  for  the  voyage  166 

Pilot's  wages,  twenty  dollars  a 
moiith         —         —    —         60 

Four  failors,    eighteen .  dollars   a 

month         — -         -^ — :         — r       I92. 

Provifions        -^         — r-         — r       120-r-    971 

» 

Trtmt  Coji  of  the  Cargo^  at  Cqmden. 

100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  dollars  a 
ton  —  —         —       300 

14,000  oak  ftavcs,  at  eight  doUarsi 
a  thouland       —  — r       112 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  iix  dollars  a 
thoufand  feet  — r         • —         12 

Duties  paid  in  England  —       225  / 

Occalional  cxpences       —      • —       15 6-—  1783 

« 

jPurchafe4 
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Twchafed  in  England. 

Dollars.  Dollars^        ' 
42  tons  of  fait,  at  three  fliilllngs 

and  four  pence  fterl.     —     —     331 
272  bulhels  of  pit  coal,  at  three 

pence  ftcrl.  a  bulhel      -—      • —       14—^     845 
|DKities  on  the  fait  at  Bofton  42Q 


Total  expenditure  2*48 

Receipts* of  the  Merchants'  Sales  at  Ltverpooh 

4000  feet,  or  1 00  tons  of  oak,  at 
three  fhillings  a  foot,  or  twenty 
dollars  a  ton  i:^^  •.—  2000 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  forty-three 
dollars  a  thousand       —     —       630 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  forty-five  dol- 
lars -:-.  [— "      ,      -^         00—  2^20 

Sales  :at  Bojlon. 

» ■  ■  , 

420  tons  offalt,at  four  dollars,  85     2068 

372  bulhels  of  pit  coal  —         96—2164 

— r- 
Total  receipts  —         4884 

Total  expenditure     —         2548 
Clear  profit  to  the  merchant      2336 

This 


■^  ' 


*>, 
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This  great  profit  is  not  to  be  fo  furcly  reckon^ 
ed  upon,  as  if  the  fame  cargo  for  the  returning 
voyage  were  always  to  tfe  cafily  obtained  iq  Eng** 
land.  Yet  jt  affords  certain  data,  from  wbicl^ 
may  be  inferred  what  a  confidgrablc  benefit  this 
foreign. trade  affords  in  return  for  a  jnodemte  ex- 
penditure. 

But  I  repeat,  that  this  country  is  ftill  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  in  a  languid  and  cheerl^fs  infancy. 
The  taxes  are  much  heavier  than  in  any  newly 
fettled  country  I  havp  as  yet  yifited.  Mr.  Schultz, 
by  whom  I  am  informed  of  the  faft^  pay»  twenty 
dollars  a  year.  Among  thefe  tpxcs  h  one  for  the 
fupport  of  fchools, though  no  fchoojs  have  hitherto 
])een  eftablilhed^ 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS  CONCERNINQ  THE  PRO- 
VINCE Of  MAINE. 

^  * 

There  is  no  houfe  for  religious  worftiip  in  this 
province,  neither  in  the  diftrift  of  Belfaft,  nor  in 
Penobfcot.  Penobfcot  is  the  only  town  in  thefe 
parts,  and  it  confifts  of  near  a  thoufand  bouft*. 
A  poor  preacher  lives  in  thefe  parts,  who  has  only, 
a  \cxy  few  hearers,  to  whom  he  preaches  at  dif- 
ferent places  every  fccond  Sunday,  ^nd  who  pay 
him  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  each.  Through- 
out all  America,  the  building  of  a  new  church; 
for  every  parochial  diftrid,  is  confidercd  as  a  very 

bnrthenfome 
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burthcnlbme  expence.  Here,-  therefore  the  pcq* 
pie  rather  pay  a  certain  confideration,  leaving  the 
preacher  to  find  a  houfe  for  himfelf.  The  ypung 
people  of  both  fexes,  however,  pfpepially  the 
young  women,  are  very  dcfirous  of  a  church,  in 
which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  af- 
fcmblc  every  week,  and  to  difplay.  their  peribn$ 
and  their  drefs.  In  New  England  they  refrain^, 
on  Sunday,  with  weak  fuperftitiort,  even .  frpn^ 
the  moft  harmlefs  iports.  But,  it  is,  in  truth, 
becaufe  it  affords  them  an  Opportunity  of  going 
from  home,  and  meeting  with  their  neighbours, 
that  thefe  people  are  fo  fond  of  vifiting  the  church- 
There  IS,  in  this  country,  a  great  lack  of  medi- 
cal pra<5litioners,  at  leaft  of  perfons  whole  Ikill  is 
worthy  of  the  name.  The  people  are  not  here 
cither  fufficicntly  luimcrous,  or  Sufficiently  opu^ 
lent,  to  make  it  eligible  for  Ikilful  furgeons  .ot 
phyficians  to  fettle  among  them.  The  lurgeon's 
employment  is  exercifed  at  prefent  by  people 
who  are  engaged  in  other  purfuits,  and  therefore 
make  this  but  thMr  occafional  bufinefs,  and  who 
^e  fo  ignorant  as  fcarcely  to  know  how  to  let 
blood  with  fafety  to  the  patient.  In  the  ftate  of 
Maflac)iufetts,  any  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  aflume 
the  profcffion  of  medicine  at  his  pleafure ;  ai^d 
it  is  certainly  a  difgrace  to  the  legiflatur^,  th^t 
theJieateKand  lives  of  thefe  iimple  and  credu- 
yoL.  11.  *  O  lous 
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lous  people  Ihotild  be  in  fuch  a  manner  efxpofcd 
ia  prey  to  ignorance,  impudence,  and  quackeay. 

When  General  Knox  had  accomplilhcd  hU 
bufinefs,  we  went  on  board  the  fchooner,  which 
1  mentioned  above,  hoping  that,  within  four 
bout's,  we  fliould  reach  the  GeneraVs  houfe.  It 
was  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  went 
on.  board,  and  the  wind  was  favourable.  But 
the  wind  Ihifted  on  a  iudden,  the  weather  be- 
came ftormy,  our  progrefs  was  confiderably  in- 
terrupted, and  we  lay-to  till  the  fterm  was  oven 

Next  morning  we  found,  that  we  could  not 
yet  make  way,  and  therefore  retired  again  to  an- 
other creek,  about  fix  miles  nearer  than  the  for- 
mer to  the  place  to  which  we  were  going,  but 
ftill  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  where  we  were  to 
take  our  way  for  St.  George's  River*  The  wea- 
ther was  now  fair,  and  General  Knox,  who  is  not 
at  all  fond  of  navigation,  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  go  on  (hore,  affuring  me  that  we  fhould 
be  able  to  procure  horfes  froni  Captain  Alma, 
which  would  quickly  carry  us  to  St.  CJeorgc'i 
River.  We  were  not  far  from  Ducktrap.  Upon 
our  arrival  at  the  Captain's  houfe,  we  were  en- 
countered by  new  difficulties.  We  had  to  wait 
for  our  own  horles,  which  were  coming  under 
the  pre  of  the  poft ;  and  this  happened  to  be  the 

only  place  in  all  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 

the 
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the  travelling  of  the  poft  is  fomewhat  retarded 
by  the  frequency  of  the  plantations.  The  horfes, 
whofe  arrival  was  expefted  to  be  about  noon, 
came  fix  hours  later.  We  were  thus  obliged  to 
pafs  the  night  in  a  dirty  houfe  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  wind  had  changed,  and  our  fchooner 
was  gone  on  her  way,  much  farther  than  would 
have  been  lufficient  to  cbnduft  us  to  the  end  of 
our  journey.  Thefe  inconvenient  occurrences 
were  lufficiently  difagreeable  to  me ;  for,  having 
fo  far  to  travel,  I  had  now  rather  too  little  time 
remaining  for  my  fubfequent  journey  ;  and  I  had 
wilhed  to  fpend  fome  fhort  time  longer,  with 
General  Knox  and  his  family. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  GENERAL 

KNOX. 

/ 

.  On  the  3d  day  of  Oftober,  four  and  twenty 
hours  after  our  arrival  at  St.  George*s,  I  was 
obliged  to  fet  out  for  Bofton.  .  I  had  experienced 
fuch  friendly  entertainment  from  General  Knox 
and  his  family,  that  it  v^as  with  -real  concern  I  left 
them.  They  did  not  treat  me  as  a  ftranger,  but 
with  the  kind  and  eafy  attentions  which  are  paid 
to  one  who  is  at  once  a  relation  and  a  friend. 
Mrs.  Knox  is.  a  lady,  of  whom  you  conceive  ftill 
a  higher  opinion,  the  longer  you  are  acquainted 
with  her.    Seeing  l^er  at  Philadelphia,  ypu  think 

Qi  of 
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of  her  but  as  a  fortunate  player  at  whift.  At 
her  own  houfe  in  the  country,  you  difcover.h^r^ 
tt>  ppflefs  wit,  inteHigcnce,  a  good  heart,  an  ex- 
cellent underftanding.  In  the  country,  Mifs 
Kti6x  lays  afide  her  exceffive  timidity,  and  you 
admire  alike,  her  beauty,  wit,  and  cheerfulnefs^ 
As  for  Mrs.  Fluriker,  you  find  her  intcrefting  at  a 
iKrifc  acquaintance,,  and  no  lefs  fo  upon  a  longer 
famiHarity.  I  fay  nbthing  of  the  GeneraL  I  have 
already  faid  he  is  one  of  the  worthieft  men  I  have 
known ;  cheerful,,  agreeable,  valuable  equally  as 
an  excellent  friend  and  an  engaging  companion, 
-With  a  heart  warmly  grateful  for  fomuch  kind-, 
nels,  I  took  my  leave  of  this  worthy  family ; 
and  gratitude  is  the  moft  pleafing  feeling  of  which 
my  prefent  fituation  leaves  me  •  capable.  The 
whole  family  iaw  me  depart,  with  the  feme  kind 
concern,  as  if  I  had  been  a  near  relation ;  and  per- 
haps nothing  could  be  more  intereftingly  afFeft- 
ing  than. this  fcene. 

From  St.  George^s  to  Warren  the  fettlers  are 
not  numerou§.  This  diflrift  extends  to  Thomas- 
town,  where  the  General  refides.  About  twenty 
•houfes  ftand  at  the  place,  beyond  which  the  tide 
ceafes  to  rife'.  There  are  two  or  three  fawing- 
Ttiills,  corn-mills,  and  waulk- mills,  two  or  three 
•fliops,  and  two  or  three  fmaH  merchants;  The 
Tiver  there  ceafes  to  be  navigable,  on  accdtint  of 
"'  *  *    '  a  Hum- 
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^  ilumber  of  rocks  that  rife  in  the  mldft  of  its 
channel.  A  canal  is  to  be  cut  here,  with  the 
General's'  permiffion,  by  which  the  river  will  b^ 
made  navigable  for  fixty  or  feventy  miles  farther 
than  at  prefent.  It  may  be  cut  without  any  very 
qonfiderable-  difficulty,  and  will  prove  of  thp  - 
greateft  advantage .  to  the  General  and  his  pof- 
terity.  The  foil  is  moderateLy  goo.(J,.but  its  cul- 
tivation is  negle<il:ed.  The  bkck-parts  I  have  nojt 
•feen ;  but  all  the  fettlers  who  live  contiguqus  to 
the  river,  if  they  can  fell  their  wood,  tJiinL  npt, 
,any  more  than  the  rejft  throughout  the  provinc<> 
of  M^ine,  of  applying  themfelves  to  the  tillage 
x)f  their  grounds,  and  the  impi;oyements  of  hnf- 
ban<^y.  .  .  .  -^ 

r 

W/\LD0B0RPUGH;  BRO ADBA'V ;  NOBLEBOROUGH; 
~  NEWCASTLE.', 

The  next  diftrift  is  Waldqbdrough.  It  is  a 
Gernitau  fcttlement,  formed  forty  years  ago  by 
Brigadier-Cifqneral  Waldo.  .  Three  years  ajfter- 
wards,  he  brought  hither  fome  Gei*nxan  families, 
,and  afligned  to  each  of  them  one  hundred  acres 
of  ground.  .  ]t  is' in  a  -ftate.of  profperity.  .The 
famihes,  which  werp,  originally,  forty  in  number, 
have  increaied  ,to  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Fifty 
other.planters,  Irifh,J^nglifti,  and  Americans,  live 
alfo  here.     But,  it  is  requifite  for  thefe  to  under- 

0  3  ftand 
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ftand  German,  as  this  is  the  language  commonly, 
ipokcn  throughout  the  diftrift :  though  all  th© 
German  inhabitants  read  Englifh,  and  have  the 
laws  and  the  proceedings  of  their  courts  of  jufticc 
in  that  language.  The  German  is,  however,  the 
common  language  of  trade,  and  of  familiat  intcr- 
courfe.  ' 

Broadbay  is  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  which 
here  advances  inland.  A  fmall  river,  the  courfc: 
of  which  is  for  fome  thirty  miles,  falls  into  this 
bay.  Like  the  other  rivers  of  this  territory,  it 
IS  not  navigable.  Trees  may  be  floated,  finglji 
down  the  ftream,  but  in  no  other  way,  from  the 
diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  above.  The  in- 
terior extremity  of  the  bay  lies  about  ten  miles 
inland.  Three  or  four  veffels  are  annually  built 
here.  To  this  place  belong^  eight  fhips,  of  which 
only  three  carry  three  mafts.  Thefe  are  almoft 
all,  either  the  property  of  the  merchants  of  Wif- 
caflct  and  that  neighbourhood,  or  elfc  are,  at 
leaft,  annually  freighted  by  thofe  merchants.  An 
Irifh  merchant,  who  has  resided  for  thefe  feveral 
years  in  Waldoborough,  does  bufinefs  in  this  way, 
on  his  own  account,  and  with  good  fucceis.  A 
cargo  of  wood  can  te  quickly  procured  at  Waldo- 
borough  ;  but  the  price  is  here  fomewhat  higher, 
than  in  St.  George's  Rixer,  or  the  Bay  of  P<?^ 
nobfcot.  * 
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The  bmldings  are  iituated  on  the  declivity  of 
the  hills ;  on  the  edges  of  the  bay ;  and  are  pretty 
numerous ;  but  are  fmall;  and  make  as  ibrry  an 
appearance  as  any  I  have  lately  fcen.  The  qua- 
lity of  the  foil  is  moderately  good.  From  fifteen 
to  eighteen  bufhels  of  maize,  twenty  bufhels  of 
barley,  fifteen  bufhels  of  rye,  is  the  ordinary  .pro- 
duce from  an  acre  of  ground  ;  three  hundred 
bulhels  is  the  ufual  encreafe  of  potatoes  from 
one  acre.  Each  family  keeps  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  head  of  cattle.  The  fear  of  the  bears 
and  v^olves,  which  are  numerous  in  thefe  parts, 
does  not  hinder  thefe  people  from  driving  out 
their  cattle  to  feed  in  the  woods.  .-  Though  one 
part  of  the  herd  ihould  be,  to-day,  devoured  by 
the  bcafts  of  prey ;  the  reft  would,  neverthelef^ 
be  driven  out,  to  feed  in  the  woo4s,  to-morrow  : 
but  fuch  accidents  are  rare.  There  is  no  inr 
ftancc  of  children  having  been  attacked*  I  my* 
felf,  in  ray  journey  of  this  day,  and  at  the  di{^ 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Waldoborough,  faw'^i  bear 
of  a  coniiderable  fiaie,  running  acrols  the  road. 
I  purfiii^d  him  on  h6rfeback,  without  leaving  the 
road,  and  he  ran  away  with  great  fpeed. 

Bro^dbay  is  the  boundary  of  Waldo-patent, 
and  the  centre  of  Waldoborough,.  (The  houies 
of  this  laft  place  lie  fcattered  around  vtl^e  b^y,  t^€ 

O  4  environs 
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^Yiviroris'of  Which  are  much  more  populous  than 
the  territory  through  Vhich  I  'had  travelkd 
liitherto.  I  was  told,  that,  fome  miles  inland;^ 
both  the  foil  and  the  hufbandry  are  better,  and 
the  fettlemfents  more  numerous. 
•  Waldo-patent  lies  in  the  county  of  -LinGoln, 
>rhicli'  contairis  about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants. 
The  county- courts  fere  held  at  Hallo wcH,*  Pow- 
WAlborough  and  Waldoboirough.  ThomattoWfi, 
Hvhfcre  General  Ktiox  refides,  lies  alfo  in  the  cbiinty 
pf  Ijincolny  which, 'however,  docs  not  extend  be- 
yond  Belfafti^ 

^^'^Ndblebdrdirgh,  the  lie^  Ipwnihip,  i^-  much 
^are'pbJ)\Jous'  than  the  iafi,  and  exhibits  ]^rcat 
'(Bverfity  in^the  appearance  of  its'hbuies,  and  the 
<iK^eal£ii  ot  f|)o^^erty'"  of  its  different  inhabitants. 
This  diftri^  has  like  wife  its  Bay  of  Damafcobay, 
•^^hich  extends  ten  or  twelve  miles  inMnd.  A  few 
toifes  from  the  iiimoft  point  of  this  bay,  is  a  llake 
"of  ff^fli  water,  not  lefs  than  fifty  miles  in  -the  ex- 
Ifeht  df  its'anea.  Such  lakes  are  frequent  thrOUgh- 
^t  this  part  of  the  country.  They  abound  in 
€ih,  of  which,  h6wever,  the  inhabitants  'matke 
no  ufe.  The  quantity  is  hot  fuffkient,  t^  liiake 
^'^'Sh^Objecft  6f  tr'ade,  to  felt,  and  cafry  them  to 
•iWatkfet;  indthefe  people  are  too  negligeiiti  to 
Ifilh  f6r  the  fupply  of  their  own  tabids.  -  ^ere 
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lire  fome  Ihips  built  in  Damafcobay;  and  of  thefe 
the  greater  part  are  employed  by  the  -merchants 
pf  WifcaiTet.  '      . 

The  diftrift  of  NewcalUe  has,  like  wife,  a  bay; 
or  rather,,  is  intcrfc<fted  by  the  xiver  Steq)fcnt, 
.whrcli  -runs  by  Wifcaffet,  At  Newcaftle,  this 
river  i-s  »acceffiblc  for  flaips  of  burthen :  it  admits 
foiall  Veflels,  for  fome  miles  farther  up.  There 
are  tWQ  fhlps  at  prefent  in  building  at  Newcaftlc^ 
You  GTofs  th$  )river  by  a  ferry,  which  is  conveni- 
^cntiand  fafe.;  J\. bridge  is  about  to  be  built  here; 
arid  the  ferryman  is  much  lefs  concerned  for  the 
probable  lofs  which  it  will  occalion  to  him,  of 
his  prefent  income,  than  pleafed,  that  he  is  tp 
-be'^thus  rele^ed  from  that  inceflant  watchfiilneft 
"and'  toil  of  the  ferry.  » 

TPhe  road  along  which  1,  this  day,  travelled, 
*tvas  rugged,  obftru<Sed  by  rocks  and  roots  of 
trees,  often  miry,  paffing  over  great  inequalities 
iDf  ground,  and  worft  in  the  woods,  through  which 
^grcat  part  of  it  led.  Worthy  General  Knox 
cond>i6le:d  me,  eight  miles  on  my  journey,  and 
dir€<Sed  'the  '4:othe  dwelling  of  an  honeft  Ger- 
man, a  fiirgeon,  who,  in  favourable  years,  gains 
irom  iilxty  to  eighty  dollars  by  his  practice,  and 
/who'toJdme,  that,  for  twenty  miles  round,  there 
lis 'ttD-ilher' medical  praQ:it!ioner.  This  honeft 
•Men .  a^cdttip&niid  ftie,  till  J  was  no  longer  in 

danger 
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danger  of  wandering  from  the  way ;  and  refuied 
to  receive  money  for  my  dinner,  which  I  ear- 
ncftly  offered  him.  He  has  fix  children,  all  mar- 
ried, and  a  fmall  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  as 
he  told  me,  i§  not  very  well  cultivated.  But,  he 
lays,  he  has  enough,  and  does  not  covet  riches. 
He,  on  a  former  year,  remitted  three  hundred 
dollars  to  Philadelphia,  to  procure  a  German 
minifler,  to  whom  he  now  pays  thirty  dollars  a 
ijrcaf,  befides  his  juft  fliare  of  the  congregational 
contribution.  On  the  whole,  this  man  is  an  ec- 
centric character. 

VISCASSET. 

Mr.  Lee,  whom  I  faw  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Knox,  had  alked  me  to  take  my  lodging  at  hi^ 
houfe,  when  I  fhould  come  to  Wifcaflet.  I  did 
ib.  He  is  a  lawyer ;  and  he  appeared  to  me,  to 
be  one  of  the  beft  employed  ones  in  the  whole 
country.  He  has  ai\  elegant  houfe ;  is  a  very 
worthy  man;  gave  me  a  jcind  reception;  and 
cxprefle^  his  concern  that  his  wife,  who  went 
lately  on  a  vifit  to  Bofton,  was  not  at  home,  to 
make,  my  entertainment  better. 

Wifcaffet,  fituated  on  the  bay  of  Penoblcot,  is 
the  firft  place  in  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 
any  confiderable  buiinefs  is  tranfa<5tedk  The  mer« 
cbants  are  not  very  rich,  but  they  are  very  nu- 
merous i 
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mcrous ;  andr  as  I  have  already  mentioned^  pfo* 
prietors  of  almoft  all  the  vcilels  which  fail  from 
the  neighbouring  creeks  and  bays.  Some  indivi- 
duals among  them  poffefs  to  the  number  of  fix 
or  feveh  Ihips-  They  hire  out  for  freight^  thoie 
"which  are  not  required  for  the  carriage  of  th^xt 
own  traffic ;  and  the  prefcnt  iituation  of  Europe 
affords  great  fcope  to  this  carrying- trade  of  thic 
Americans,  which  they  find  to  be  veiy  profitable, 
though  not  without  its  rifles.  Mr.  Swan  of  Bof^ 
ton  has  hired  a  great  quantity  of  tonnage,  for  ttc 
piirpofe  of  exporting  corn  and  fiour  to  France. 

There  belong  fifty  fhips  to  WifcafTet.  Ten  of 
thefe  fail  to  Europe,  on  account  of  merchants 
living  in  this  place.  They  export  the  produd:^  of 
the  country,  and  bring  back,  in  return,  to  Bofloni; 
foreign  goods,  for  which  there  is  no  falc  in  the 
province  of  Maine. 

Wifcaffet  lies  at  the  diflance  of  twelve  miles 
from  the  fea ;  and  for  this  reafon,  there  live  but 
few  of  fhip-maflers  at  this  fmall  port.  Thefe 
people  have  their  dwellings  along  the  coafl.  They 
would  lofe  half  their  prefent  gains,  if  they  fettled 
at  any  diflance  from  it.  This  town  is  pretty  com* 
paft,  and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes,  fome  of  which  are  very  handfbme.  In 
the  year  1799,  the  whole  traffic  of  this  diflridfc 

was 


-wlis  rained -on  ill  •  thirty-five  veflfels,  which  did 
*K>t  -cany,  in  ali,  above  two  thoufand  and  ninety 
tonsi  •  in  1795>  .and  n6t  later  th«i  the  loth  day 
<A  Oftober,  the'  number  of  fhips  regiftered  was 
<ynt  hundred  and  tW&,  and  their  tonnage,  nine 
thouiand  nine  'hian'drcd  and  forty- four  tons. 
"Thefe  fa<fts  ^evince,'  to  wliat  aij  extraordinary 
-pitch,  even  the  fele  tMBefs  of  Ihip-building  is 
•capabk  of  advtocing  the '  trade  and  opulence  of 
•die  people  of  thefe  parts.  The  exports  amount- 
<d,y  in  the  year  1 7^  I  >  to  thirty-five  thouifand  five 
hundred  jsind  fixty-two  dollars ;  in  the  year  1 792, 
*o  »thkty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
thi?ee  dollars;  in  1793,  to  thirty-fix  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  eighty -three  dollars ;  in  1 794, 
<te  thirty-two  thoufand  three  'hundred  and  thirty 
dollars;  \p.  If'gs,  to-thirty-four*thouiand  fixjiun- 
dred  and  fifty-nine  dollars.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
variations  in  the  amounts  of  the  money-prices  of 
*he  tolidl  exports,  in  thefe  fucceffive  years ;  while 
^tfete  market- value  of  thofe  provifions  of  which 
this  ^  export-ation  confifts,  has  been  continually 
tifing ;  eviriccs'the  truth  of  what  4  affirmodcoH- 
*cerhing  the  Ihips  of  Wifcaflfet,  as  being,  employed 
cfiiefly  inth/e  carrying- trade,  and -taking  in  their 
ladings  at  other  ports. 
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KENNEBECK  RIVER. 


The  rodd  lies  along  the  interior  extremity  of 
the  bdy.  As  It  advances  towards  Bofton>  thie  ap^ 
pearance  of  induftry  and  bufinefs  encrcafes ;  the 
houfes  become  larger  and  handfbmcr.  Vol  wick- 
bay  lies  not  far  from  WifcaiTet.  One  or  two 
fmall  yeffels  have  been  built  in  it ;  fevcral  com 
and  fawing- mills  ftand  upon  the  fmall  rivers 
which  f^U  into  it ;  and  in  thcfe  the  upper  rocks 
form  a  fort  of  natural  dam  to  accumulate  the 
water  for  the  ufe  of  the  mills.  The  knd  be 
tween  Kennebeck -river  and  Wifcaflet,  is  ftony^ 
yet  fertile.  It  is  everyvs^here  inhabited,  yet  but 
in  a  mioderatc  ftate  of  cultivatioti".  Of  ten  -mile^ 
journey,  by  this  way,  fcairce  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
lies  through  woods.  Kennebeck-river  is  to  be 
croffed  by  a  ferry.  Thte  Tiver  is  hare  about  lialf 
a  mile  broad  ;  aild  the  paflage  is  iaid  tb-be  fom€- 
times  dangerous,  though  I  found  it  i^fe  ^fhI  eafify; 
Both  th^  winds  and  tide  wer-e  favourable ;  and; 
in  five  miftutes,  I  reached  the  farther  Ihore:  BioXk 
the  ferryman  and  his  boat  are  very  good.        •      > 

Kennebeck  is  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  p^o-t 
vincc  of  Maine*  Its  fource  is  two  bundred  niiles 
diftant  from  its  mouth,  and  it  waters  the  fine^ 
Woodlands  in  this  region.  It  is  navigable  to  the 
diftanfce  of  ^fiftjr  inilqs  upward  from  its  moiith  i 
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•^  It 

but,  this  navig?ition  is  greatly  obftruScd  by  rocks 
and  iand-banks.  There  arc  Ihips  built  at  Hal- 
lowell,  which  ftands  at  the  diftancc  of  forty  miles 
up  the  river :  but,  thefe  receive  their  lading  at 
Bath,  fix  miles  below  the  ferry  by  which  I  paffed. 
The  wood  felled  at  Hallowcill  and  places  <:onti- 
guous  to  it,  is  conveyed  down  to  •Bath  in  fledges 
or  boats,  and  is,  then,  received  on  board  the  Ihips. 
The  entrance  into  Kennebeck-river  is  fo  danger- 
ous, that  fliips  failing  with  this  deftination,  if  in- 
liired  at  London,  pay  a  higher  premium,  than 
thoie  bound  for  any  other  bay,  harboYir,  or  river, 
on  thele  coafts  ;  at  leaft  I  was  fo  informed. 

There  belong  forty  fliips  to  this  river.  Thcfc 
are,  for  the  greater  part,  the  property  of  merchants 
who  have  their  counting-houfes  in  Bath,  and 
their  dwelling-houfes  in  either  Bath  or  Hallo- 
well.  The  reft  belong  to  merchants  refident  in 
Wifcaflet  or  Portland.  The  banks  of  the  river 
are  inhabited  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  inland.  That  trad  of  land  which  is 
watered  by  no  other  river,  is,  in  one  diredion, 
occupied  to  the  extent  of  eighty  or  one  hundred 
miles. 

Hallowell  is,  as  I  was  informed,  a  town  con- 
fifting  of  two  hundred  houfes.  Another  town  of 
the  lame  name,  and  not  lefs  coniiderable^  is  fituatc 
two  xniles  higher  on  the  fame  river.  They  afford, 

both. 
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both,  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the  lands; 
which  is  veiy  abun  dant ;  for  the  foil  is  excellent; 
and  wheat  and  other  grains  are  cultivated  upon  it. 
There  is  alfo  a  great  deal  of  wood  brought  down 
Kennebeck  River ;  but  the  wood  contiguous  to  the^ 
ihores  qf  the  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  plantations 
and  dwellings,  now  begins,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppofed.  to  be  e^haufted.  The  large  wood  is 
cut,  as  I  am  told,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles 
above  Hallowell.  Thofe  who  derive  their  prin- 
cipal means  of  fupport  from  the  fale  of  this 
article,  are  wont  to  wander  into  the  deep  woods, 
in  the  month  of  November,  with  their  families 
and  cattle,  often  to  the  diftance  of  from  forty 
to  fixty  miles  from  their  ordiiiajy  habitations. 
They  are  previoufly  careful  to  provide  hay  in  the 
iummer,  by  going  into  thefc  woods,  mowing  thft 
grafs,  and  putting  it  up  in  ricks,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  cattle,  when  they  Ihall  return  in  the-wintcr. 
They  now  rear  huts  for  themfelves ;  fell  their 
wood ;  bring  it,  on  fledges,  to  the  river's  fide ; 
and  there  referve  it,  till  the  river  is  fo  pinch 
fwollen  by  rains  as  to  convey  it,  eafily,  floating 
down  the  ftream.  They  mark,  each  his  trees 
with  a  particular  mark,  before  committing  them 
to  the  ftream,  fo  that  the  property  of  every  dif- 
ferent wood-cutter  can  be  diftinguiflicd  at  thq 
place  of  fliipping,  without  difpute  or  miftake. 

Unlefs 


Unlefs  the  cxccffive  fevcrity  of  the  winter  drWS 
them  from  the  woods,  fooner  than  they  intended, 
they  return  not   until  April  or  May ;  and  they 
then  apply  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands.     Bath  is  the  feat  of  a  cuftom»houfe,  or  a 
port  of  entry  as  they  call  it.    Its  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  1 791,  to  the  value  of  twenty- nine 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty- feven  dollars ; 
in  17Q2,  to  thirty-feven  thoufand  and  two  dol- 
lars; in  1793,  to  forty -five  thoufand  three  hun^ 
dred  and  fifty-one  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fortyrfour  dollars; 
in  1 796,  to  thirty- four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
£fty-nine  dollars. 

Ia  the  diflri<9:  of  Brunfwick,  which  borders  on 
that  of  Bath,  the  foil  is,  in  general,  poor,  and 
alm^ft  everywhere  a  dry  fand.  Jt  affords  n6 
trees,  but  the  white  fir,  the  white  birch,  and  the 
{%\ver  fit,  none  of  which  is  of  any  very  confider- 
ablc  growth.  It  is  but  very  imperfcftiy  cleared 
and  cultivated.  Few  habitations  are  to  be  feen. 
On  the  road>  I  found  only  two  or  th^ee  fmall  vil-* 
Jages,  or  rather  hamlets..  The  firft  of  them,  at 
which  I  dined,  confifts  of  thirty  or  forty  houics. 
Of  tSaefe,  fome  are  pf^ty  neat.  The  people  who 
live  at  fuch  a  diftarfce  -  from  the.  fcancoaft,  kave 
tto  employments  but  thofe  of  *  hulbandry>.  and 
iome  occafional  hunting.  The  land  ufually  yields; 
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an  acre,  twenty-five  bufhels  of  maize,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bulhels  of  potatoes,  eighteen  buihels 
of  rye.  The  culture  which  it  receives,  is  but 
little.  There  is  a  little  wheat,  and  fbme  barley; 
likdwife  raifed  here, 

-  The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  and  the  high  wages 
which  iailors  have,  for  fome  time,  been  wont  to 
receive,  produces,  among  the  young  people,  a  very 
getieral  preference  for  a  fea- faring  life.  Labourers 
in  agriculture  are,  confequently,  more  difficult  to 
be  procured^  and  demand  higher  wages ;  they  ex- 
ped  ten  or  eleven  dollars  a  month.^  The  mea- 
dows yield  a  good  deal  of  hay.  This  is  an  article 
of  primary  neceffity ;  for  the  cattle  muft  be  kept« 
for  fix  or  feven  months  of  the  year,  in  the  ftalls  ^ 
and  during  this  time,  hay  is  their  only  forage. 
Each  cow  or  bullock  confumes  nearly  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  hay^  and  ieventy  or  eighty  buflieh 
of  maize. 

The  other  village  in  Branfwick,  which  I  pafTed 
through,  lies  five  miles,  farther.  The  thirty  or 
forty  families  which  live  here  together,  at  the 
mouth-of  tlie  Amarefkoghin,  are  ufually  employ- 
ed in  Ihip-building,  and  fome  little  traffic.  Three 
ihips  have  been  lately  built  here  %  and  other  ten 
belong,  alfo,  to  this  fmall  town,  'But,  almoftali 
the  vefTels  built  in  thefe  creeks,  are  the  property 
of  merchants  who  rcfide  in  the  more  confiderablc 
.    Vol-.  II.  P  neighi* 
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xijeighbourmg  towns.  Mofl  of  the  houies  of  this 
finall  place,  ftand  on  the  iHore  of  the  bay  of  Cafco- 
This  bay,  of  which  one  arm  is  of  great  extwt/ 
advances,  here,  thirty  miles  inland,  ,  Ships  btiilt 
in  Brunfwick,  or  belonging  to  it,  take  in  their 
ladings  at  Brick  Iflands,  ten  miles  farther  down 
the  bay*  The  bay  of  Cafco  again  attradls  the 
traveller's  notice  near  Trueport,  a  neighbouring 
towttfliip,  in  which  the  fliip-building  bufmefs  is 
not  earned  on  to  greater  extent  than  here,  and 
of  which  the  land  i^  as  dry  and  fandy  as  that  of 
Bninfwick,  in  thofe  places  where  the  two  towB- 
Chips  are  contetminous,  but  becomes  better  at  a 
idiftanqe  from  that  border. ' 

NORTl  I  YARMOnUTH. 

.  North  Yarmouth  has  the  appearance  of  a  fmall 
town.  A  number  of  houfes,  and  of  labourers  of 
all  forts,'  are  here  aflembled  upon  one  ^ot.  It  lies 
on  a  frtiaill  Creek  of  the  bay  of  Cafoo,  where  it 
receives  the  waters  of  Royal  River ;  a  ftream  of 
which  the  courfe  is  only  fifty-eight  miles  from 
its  head  to  the  fea,  and  which  is  navigable  only 
by  fmajil  boats.  This  little  Ipot  of  earth  is  the 
fccne  of  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs.  Three  Ihips, 
jpf  which  one  was  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons^ 
Jbwfthcn,  were  lately  built  here ;  not  to  reckon  two 
•Qthers,  which  were  begun  in  the  prefeat  year, 
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(jhd  arc  already  in  the  water*  Here  are  mills  of 
different  kinds.  The  land  is  fomewhat  better  cul* 
tiyated,  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  fea  is  too 
far  diftant,  to  draw  the  people  away  from  agri- 
culture, to  the  fiftiery.  The  houfes  are  of  better 
ftruAure  than  clfe where,  in  that  part  of  this  dif* 
tri(^l,  through  which  the  highway  leads.  Pot- 
aihes  aie  now  becoming  an  article  of  trade. 
Some  few  merchants  have  their  dwellings  in 
North  Yarmouth.  Three  or  four  agree  to  build 
a  (hip  jointly,  and  trade  with  it :  the  captain  adds 
his  fhare  :  a  cargo  is  Ihipped  on  board  it,  for  the 
common  account  of  the  company :  a  voyage  is 
then  made,  perhaps  to  the  Antilles,  or  to  Europe : 
and  by  the  return  of  the  veffel,  a  foreign  cargo  is 
imported  to  Bofton.  It  is  not,  however,  com-*- 
mon  for  (hips  to  fail  for  Europe,  or  the  Antilles, 
from  this  port.  For  the  m,oft  part,  thefe  veflels 
are  emjdoycd  in  carrying  wood  to  Bofton  or  New 
Yd  A ;  though  the  price  of  wood  be  higher  here 
than  in  the  places  before  mentioned,  and  amount 
even  to  ten  or  twelve  fliillings  a  cord.  The  fet- 
•tlcmcnts  extend  about  feventy  miles  backward 
4Srom  North  Yarmouth,  into  the  interior  country. 

PORTLAND. 

I  came,  on  Sunday,  to  Portland ;  and  was  iur- 
fHC^Tcd  to  fine}  th^  inns  fo  decent  and  well  kept,  in 
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a  part  of  the  country  fo  remote,  and  fb  rarely 
vifited  by  travelkrs.  The  inn  at  North  Yar- 
mouth is  fmall,  yet  good ;  and  few  hofteffes  in 
France,  are  fo  attentive  as  Mrs.  Got  a.  Between 
North  Yarmouth  and  Portland,  the  land  is  mo- 
derately fertile,  and  at  the  fame  time  confidcrably 
populous.  The  many  fniall  wooden  houfes  to  be 
feen,  being  conftruAed,  in  no  very  ffcrong  nor 
elegant  manner,  of  logs  or  deals,  do  not  indicate, 
by  their  exterior  appearance,  either  wealth  or 
cleanlincis.  An  European  traveller  is,  therefore, 
not  a  little  furprifcd  to  fee  a  number  of  elegant 
women  come  out  of  thefe  huts,  all ,  wearing 
fafhionable  hats  and  head-dreffes  with  feathers, 
handfome  cloaks,  and  the  reft  of  their  dreis  liiit- 
able  to  this.  Such  is  the  Ihow  which  thefe  fe- 
males make,  every  Sunday  morning,  when  the 
weather  is  fufficiently  fair  to  encourage  them  to 
go  to  church.  The  men  go  equally  fine.  But 
thofe  females  who  are  prevented  from  going 
abroad  in  the  morning,  by  their  cookery,  the 
walhing  of  their  kitchen-difhes,  the  milking  of 
the  co\^s,  or  the  feeding  of  the  fwine,  attend  the 
church  only  in  the  afternoon,  and  come  lefa  foli^ 
citoully  drefled  oUt  in  their  finery.  They  are 
almoft  all  tall  and  good-looking  ;  fome  of  them, 
are  even  very  handfome. 

Portland  is  feated  on  a  peninfula,  which  juts 
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out  into  the  bay.  To  reach  it  by  the  way  of 
that  iilhmus  which  conncd:s  the  peninfula  with 
the  iaiid,  you  arc  obUgcd,  in  coming  from  North' 
Yarmouth,  to  go  more  than  three  miles  about. 
But,  a  bridge  is  now  in  building  acrofs  that  arm 
of  the  bay,  which  gives  occafion  for  the  prefentf 
circuitous  approach  to  the  town.  The  bridge  is 
built  by  fubicription,  and  is  half  finifhed.  When 
it  ftiall  be  completed,  and  Ihall  be  found  to  have 
fufficient  ftrength  to  endure  the  ordinary  currents 
of  the  tide,  its  periodical  overflowings,  atid  the 
winds  which  often  rage  here  with  tremendous 
fury;  it  will  then  prove  exceedingly  ufeful.  At 
prefent,  I  Ihould  doubt,  whether  fufficient  folidity 
can  be  given  to  a  bridge  in  this  fituatiofi. 

This  town  of  Portland  may  be  reckoned  hand- 
fome.  That  part  of  it  which  is  called  the  New 
Town,  really  confifts  of  houfes  of  a  very  good  ap- 
pearance. The  Old  Town,  which  was  burnt  by 
the  Englifli,  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the  freedom 
of  America,  is  compofed  of  mean  houfes,  tte  ha- 
bitations of  the  poorer  people.  The  quays  are 
few;  and  under  them,  fhips  receiving  or  dif- 
charging  their  kdings,  can  lie  with  fafety :  ad- 
joining are  fpacious  flore-houfes  for  the  reception 
of  goods.  The  road  is  good  and  fafe.  This  road 
makes  a  part  of  Cafco  Bay,  a  branch  of  which 
csctends  from  Brunfwick  as  far  as  Portland  ;  and 
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in  any  part  of  this  branch,  Ihips  of.  any  burthen 
may  find  good  ai^chorage.  The  great  inconve- 
tiicnce  of  this  bay  is,  that  it  is  acceffible  at  fix  or 
feven  different  places,  fb  that,  in  cafe  of  a  war, 
fliips  lying  in  it,  could  not  well  efcape  being  fur- 
prifed  by  an  enemy  from  one  entrance  or  another. 
That  opening  into  the  bay,  to  which  Portland  is 
contiguous,  is  more  than  two  miles  wide.  Of 
confequence,  guns  difcharged  from  the  two  op" 
pofite  fides,  could  not  projeft  their  Ihots  fo  far, 
as  to  make  them  crofs  each  other ;  and  the  exe- 
cution which  could  be  done  from  forts  would  not 
be  fufficient  to  guard  the  entrance. 

They  are  at  prefent,  confl:rud:ing,  on  the  fite 
of  an   old  earthen   brcafl:-work,  a  fortification 
which  they  expe<i  to  command  the  town,  and 
to  render  it,  at  leaft,  fecure  from  the  invafion 
of  an  enemy.     This  new  fortification  ftands  at 
the  extreme  point  of  the  peninfula  on  which 
Portland  is  fitliate,  and  confifts  of  a  battery  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty  heavy  cannon  of  large  calibre, 
commanding  that  wide  entrance  of  the  bay  which 
was  above  mentioned.     This  battery  is  to  have, 
by  means  of  a  covered  way,  a  commimication 
with  a  fmall  fort  at  the  difl:ance  of  four  or  five 
hundred  toifes,  which  it  has  alfo  been  thought 
neceflary  to  ered  on  the  higheft  part  of  this 
ifthmus.    The  fort  is  fufficient  to  hol4  tv^o  hun-* 
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drcd  men.  If  Portland  were  a  place  of  greater 
ftrcngth,  inaccefiiible  without  very  cbnfiderable 
difficulty,  and  if  there  were  a  ftrong  garrifon 
always  ready  for  its  defence ;  this  fortreft,  or  a 
more  conliderable  citadel,  in  its  fituation,  and' 
communicating  with  the  town,  might  then  be 
of  great  importance.  But,  fince  the  natural  fitua- 
tion of -the  town  is  fo  little  capable  of  defence, 
works  like  thefe  can  never  become  ferviceable. 
in  any  due  proportion  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence.  Portland  is,  ht)wever,  a  place  which  an 
enemy  can  Ile^'er  have  an  intereft  to  keep  poflefr 
fion  of:  If  feized  by  an  enemy,  it  would  only  be 
fet  on  fire,  ai>d  then  abandoned.  Two  or  three 
Ihips  crews  would  be  equal  to  the  enterprife. 
When  the  garrifon  are  unable  to  maintain  the 
batteries,  they  muil  then  retire  into  the  fort ;  and 
there,  what  more  can  they  do,  except  procure 
for  themfelves  the  honours  of  a  capitulation  ?  I 
cannot,  therefore,  fee  any  ufe  in  tliefe  fortifica- 
tions. In  1770,  an  Englifh  frigate  burnt  three- 
fourths  of  Falmouth,  of  which  Portland  was  a 
part.  In  1786,  the  fi:ate  of  Mafiachufetts  united 
the  dtljer  remaining  parts  of  Falmouth  with  Port- 
land, giving  to  the  whole  the  common  name  of 
of  Portland. 

The  trade  of  Portland  is  carrie4  on  In  feventy 
fliips  of  various  burthen,  all  belonging  to  the 
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town.  Many  of  them  fail  to  Ekiropc,  though 
pftcner  to  the  Antilles.  About  twenty  are  en- 
gaged in  the  fifliery  of  cod,  which  are  taken 
among  the  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
The  merchants  in  Portland  are  nimierous  ;  but 
none  among  them  poifels  great  capitals.  As 
Portland,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  not  eqiial 
to  the  confumption  of  the  cargoes  which  the  Ihips 
import  in  return  for  the  exports ;  thefe  are  ge- 
nerally carried  to  Bofton,  which  is  the  principal 
mart  for  foreign  commodities.  The  want  of 
money  occ^iions  a  greater  proportion  of.  them  to 
be  feAt  to  the  capital,  than  is  for  the  advantage 
of  this  place :  and  hence,  while  the  ftore-houfes 
of  Portland  are  neglected,  the  goods,  which  might 
be  here  bought  and  fold  at  a  more  reafpnable  rate, 
.are  bought  by  the  people  of  this  neighbourhood, 
at  an  exorbitant  price,  in  Bofton. 
.  .In  1785,  the  tonnage  of  the  united  townlhips 
of  Falmouth  and  Portland  amounted  to  five  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  forty- one  tons  in  the 
foreign  trade  ;  fixteen  hundred  anfi  twenty-eight 
in  the  fifhery  and  the  coafting- trade  ;  in  all,  fix 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-nine  tons.  In 
Oftober  1795,  the  tonnage  of  the  Ihips,  regifter- 
ed^for  that  year,  was  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eight  ton§  in  the  foreign  trade,  five  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  in  the  coafting-trade 
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fUEid  filhery  ;  in  all,  thirteen  thoufand  feven  hun-i 
dred  and  ninety- eight  tons.  The  value  of  the 
exports  Irem  Portland,  was,  in  1  TO  1 ,  /eventyr 
fo\ir  thoufand  eight  hundred  arid  f^ur  dollars  | 
in  17Q2,  one  hundred  and  five  thouland  one 
hufitdred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  1703,  one.  hun'? 
dred  9nd  forty-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
twem(y'K)ae  dollars ;  170-^/  one  hundred  and  fifi- 
p^en^  thoulaad  fix  hundred  and  twelve  dollars ; 
.17^5,  one  .hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-tw?o  dollars. 

There  is,  as  yet  no  regular  market  for  provi- 
iions  in  Portland.  This  fmill,  though  handfpxiie, 
town  confifls  of  about  three  hundred  houfcs, 
vi^hicb  may  contain  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
ibuls*  The  Prefbyteriaas  have  here  two  churches; 
t;he  Epiicopalians  one.  Schools  have  alio  been 
eilablifhed  hcrc,^  which  are  laid  to  be  pretty  good, 
X^ts  o£  grou|id7^for  building  in  the  town,  are  at 
A  price  which  may  be  reckoned  high ;  and  land, 
within  a  nille  pf  the  tpMrn,  cofts.  twenty  dollars 
an  acre.  Portland  is  the  principal  town  in  the 
county,  of  Cumberland,  which  contains  about 
twenty-four  thoufand  inhabitants. 

BIDDEFORD.— MR.  THATCHER. 

The  nearer  you  approach  to  Bofton,  fo  much 
-the  more  docs  the  whole  country  appear  to  aflume 

an 
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an  air  of  bufinefs  and  indiiftry.  Not  a  creek  but 
ihips  are  in  building,  in  it ;  not  a  river's  mouth 
{o  fmall^  but  merchant  companies  are  there  in 
])O0eiiion  of  Ihips,  which  they  either  hire  oiit  or 
kde  on  their  own  account :  No  fituation  where 
a  mill  could  {land,  on  which  ^here  has*  not  been 
a  mill  ere<5led.  Falmouth,  Pepperborough,  Saga, 
Biddeford,  Kennebeck,  Berwick,  carry  on  a  trade 
far  iuperior  to  that  of  the  fmall  towns  through 
which  I  had  palled  on  my  way  hither.  ^The  land 
is,  however,  neglefted ;  but  the  foil  is  worft  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fca. 

In  Portland  I  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Davbes,  a  young  lawyer,  whom,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Lee,  I  had  fecn  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Ktlox,  by  whom  he  is  much  efteemfed,  on  ac^ 
count  of  his  agreeable  manners,  integrity,'  and 
fkill  in  his  profeffion.  At  Biddeford,  I  flopped 
to  dine  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  an- 
other lawyer,  whom  I  had  icen  at  the  cpurt* 
houfe  in  Penobfcot.  Mr.  Thatcher  is,  likewife, 
a  member  of  the  Congrefs.  He  lives  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  miles  from  the  town,  in  a  fmall  and 
mean  houfe,  which  would  be  difdained  by  the 
pettieft  avocat  in  all  France.  Oppoiite  to  his 
houfe^  on  the  other  fide  of  the  highway,  is  an- 
other hut,  not  more  than  twelve  feet;  fquare.  Very 
flightly  conftrufted  of  boards,  carelcfsly  fixed  at 

the 
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the  foundation,  and  hanging  ov^  a  declivity  of 
the  road,  which  is  his  conftiltation-room,   hii 
chamber  for  buiinefs,  and  his  library.     He  has 
about  two  thoufand  volumes,  books  of  law,  hif* 
toty,  morality,  and  general  literaturcf.     He  adds 
to  it  all  new  American  publications,  and  procured 
from  England  every  other  new  work,  which  hcf 
underftands  to  be  valuable,  arid  cannot  find  ill 
America.     He  reads  a  great  deal,  and  is  a  mail 
of  extenilye  knowledge.     There  is  a  pleafing  eaft 
of  originality  in  his  converfation  and  in  his  wholi 
behaviour:  But  his  notions  are  excentric>  and 
often  falfc.    He  i.  fmgular  in  his  exterior  appear* 
ance,  ftiff  and   fantaftic  in  his  principles,  but 
liberal-minded,  hofpi table,  courteous,  and  kindi 
He  cultivates  a  fmall  piece  of  land,  and  lives 
with  his  numerous  family  in  a  hut  in  which  they 
hav4s  fcatce,  all>  room  to  bteathc.     His  doors  are 
never  fllut;  even  his  ftudy  is  always  6pen ;  yet 
nothiftg  is  ever  ftolcn  from  him.     Thefe  fipiplc, 
unfiifpicious  manners,   have  procured  him  the 
cfteem  of  his  neighbours,  as  being  an  honeft  law* 
yer.     He  is>  in  political  principles,  a  federalift, 
but  unconneAed  with  the  intrigues  of  that  party ; 
tad,  in  the  Congrefs,  ht  endeavours  always  to 
give  his  V^ote  to  reditude,  not  to  party.   He  is  not 
rich :  yet  has  molte  than  would  be  iufficient  to 
make  him  live  ttm^  eliegantly  than  he  does  at 
'.  prefent. 


S3Q  fTtAVBhS  THROUOH 

pfcfent,  if  his  humour  would  permit.  His  land 
is  fertile.  It  has  been  two  years  in  cultivation. 
Hd  gives  it  no  manure ;  yet  it  yields,  an  acre, 
fifty  buihds  of  maize,  or  forty  bulhels  of  barley, 
and  t WQ  hundred  bulhek  of  potatoes.  .  The  mea- 
dows, which  are  not  iii  a  very  good  ftate  of  pre- 
fcrvation  and  culture,  yield,  from  each,  fix  thou- 
iand  pounds  of  hay.  His  ploughs .  &nd  harrows 
mrQ  of  the  fame  indifferent  make  as  thofe  through- 
out the  refl  of  the  country,  Mr.  Thatcher  cocn-^ 
plains,  that  little  progrefs  is  made  in  the  iniiutu- 
tion  of  good  fchoojs  in  this  country.  When  thcfc 
fhall  be  fufiiciently .  numerous^  he  experts  that 
every  improvement  will  advance  with  afioniihn 
ing  rapidity. 

Biddeford  belongs  to  the  fame  commercial 
diflrid:  vnth  Pepperborough.  The  value  of  the 
exports  was,  in  the  year  1791,  twenty*fix  thou-, 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ;  in  1 7Q2, 
thirty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-fi^ 
dollars ;  in  1 793,  thirty-nine  thoufand  and  four^ 
teen  dollars;  in  1794,  fifty  thoufand  four  huur 
fired  and  fourteen  dollars;  in  1795,  forty-feycn 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 

The  River  Saga,  on  which  Biddeford  lies,  is 
navigable  above  the  bridge,  but  has  in  its  courfe 
many  rapid  falls,  by  which  a  number  q£  mills 
arc  wrought,  and  which  pr^fent  a  diveffity  of 

pidureique 
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piifturcfquc  and  interefting  views  to  the  travejlw.r 
The  way  leads  acrois  fome  rivers,  which,  till  we 
teach  Berwick,  are  not  very  interefting.  At  Ber- 
wick, the  River  Salmons- fall  is  of  confiderable^ 
breadth ;  and  its  channel  is  rendered  much  broader 
and  deeper  by  the  influx  of  the  tide. 

•      p 

m 
\ 

BERWICK. 

I  arrived  rin  this  diftriA,  which,  is  very  €xten-^ 
five,  on  Tuefday.  That  part  in  which  (to  adop/t 
the  language  of  the  country)  bufincfs  is  carried 
on,  in  other  words,  through'  which  the  river  rvuss^ 
lies  feven  miles  from  the  place  where  I  took  up 
my  abode,  and  yet  thefe  are  not  the  two  remoteft 
points.  The  town  confifts  of  about  forty  houfesi 
which  adjoin  to  one  another :  a  great  number  of 
detached  houfcs  fkirt  the  road  fide,  which  I  ani 
told  is  the  cafe  throughout  the  whole  diftrhSL 
The  country,  as  far  as  I  had  an  opportunity  oi 
viewing- it,  appears  to  be  in  a  better  ftate  thai! 
that  through  which  1  pafled  before,  although  thfe 
foil  is  very  ih^llowand  ftony.  The  cultivatloiab 
of  maize,  with  that  of  gourds  in  the  interuKdiate 
fpace,  confl:itute  the  chief  objefts  of  agriculture: 
Rye  and  whc^  jare  raifed  in  the  more  diftaitt 
parts.  Mr.  Roger,  a  Quaker,  keeps  a  veryex^ 
cellent  mA  at  Berwick.  The  guefts  who  freq)|§|f| 
his  houie  are  QOt  pfomifcuoully  mixed  toge^erj^ 

each 
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each  different  comf^toy  has  its  feparatc  fitting, 
toting,  and  ileeping  rooms ;  every  thing  bears  the 
appearance  of  the  utmoft  cleaiilinefs,  care,  and 
attention;  the  fervants  are  numerous,  and  are 
employed  bodi  upon'  the  extenfive  farm  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  inn ;  the  landlord  and  his  wife  are 
perfons  of  good  fenfe,  and  very  obliging  in  their 
manners  ;  in  fliort,  this  inn  was  a  kind  of  phaeno- 
menon  of  which  I  never  yet  few  the  counterpart. 
Mr.  Roger  does  not  eat  at  the  lame  table  with 
his  iervants,  knd  his  wife  never  goes  into  the 
kitchen,  except  to  give  inftmftions,  without, 
however,  doing  any  part  of  the  work  herlelf. 
They  both  prelerve  a  proper  authority  over  their 
fervants,  and  thefe  entertain  a  degree  of  relpeA 
for  them,  of  which  I  never  met  with  a  parallel 
ia&Bnct  fince  I  left  Europe. 

The  county  of  York,  in  which  Berwick  lies, 
eontains  no  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitants, 
And  yet  is  confidered,  in  proportion  to  its  fize,  as 
the  moft  populous,  being  the  fmalleft  in  the 
whole  province  of  Maine.  Berwick  is  the  laft 
townfhip  in  it.  The  entire  trad  of  country  from 
Portland  is  in  the  moft  fiourifliing  ftate,  and  yet 
the  foil,  in  the  general  opinion,  is  not  accounted 
fo  good  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Pcnobfcot.  But 
Hien  this  difbiA  has  been  longer  cultivated  and 
kihftbited  than  any  other  part  pf  the  province. 

If, 
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If,  unhappily,  the  troubles,  which  there  is  but 
too  much  rcafbn  to  dreads  do  not  retard  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  cultivation  in  this  country,  its  improve** 
ment  will  be  rapid  and  very  grekt.  The  mofc 
I  refle<ft  upon  this  fubjcft,  I  am  convinced  of  the  , 
importance  to  the  profperity  of  this  particular 
colony,  that  perfons  of  opulence,  and  thofe  who 
poflefe  a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  ihould 
fettle  in  it.  A  country  fo  wretchedly  and  mifer- 
ably  cultivated,  and  the  climate  of  which,  ren- 
ders*  it  neceflary  to  houfe  cattle  in  ftalls  fix 
faionths  in  the  year,  ftands  in  need  of  very  great 
care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  colonift, 
and  ought,  by  cultivation,  to  be  made  produftivc 
enough  to  yield  the  lupply  of  forage  for  the  win- 
ter, which  is  neceflary  to  a  numerous  breed  of 
cattle.  The  foil,  therefore,  muft  be  well  pre- 
pared, the  labour  maturely  digefled,  and  the 
planters  muft  poflTefs  an  adequate  capital  to  carry 
their  plans  into  execution.  It  h  by  thcfe  means 
alon^  that  the  difadvantage  of  the  climate  can 
be  obviated ;  for  climate  alone  is  never  the  cauie 
of  great  injury  tq  the  farmers  ;  and  thofe  of  the 
fettlers  vvho  now  poflefs  little  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture, would  profit  from  the  example  of  the 
tnore  experienced,  and  opulent. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVINCE  OF 

MAINE. 

.  Erevibiifly  to  taking  my  laft  farewell  of  Maine, 
I  fhall  offer  a  few  remarks  on  its  hiftory,  and  its 
prefent  ftate. 

Some  attempts  to  fettle  a  colony  In  this  place, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newcaflle,  were  made  by  the 
Dutch  in  1625,  and  evai  at  the  early  period  of 
1607,  but  without  efFed:.  In  l635>  a  Spaniard, 
of  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Georges,  was  pre- 
sented, by  the  Council  of  the  Plymouth  Society, 
with  a  large  tra<5l  of  country  between  the  Rivers 
Pucataqua  and  Kennebeck.  This  was  fhortly  after 
augmented  by  the  Englifh  Government,  which 
extended  the  limits  of  Georges's  jurifdiftion  to  a 
greater  compafs  than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  the 
cafeofatiy  individual,  Georges  formed  a  kind 
of  democratical  government,  which  continued  till 
his  death,  when  this  colony  voluntarily  fubmitted 
itfelf  to  the  dominion  of  Maflachufetts.  In  1 O9 1 , 
under  the  reigu  of  William  and  Mary,  the  whole 
of  this  diflrid:  to  Nova  Scotia  was  incorporated 
with  MafTachufetts  ;  the  territories,  which  were 
then  comprifed  under  the  names  of  Maine  and 
Sagadaliock,  did  not  extend  to  a  greater  diflancc 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  frorii  the  fea. 
The  more  remote  parjts  were  rcfervcd  to  the 

crown. 
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crown.  The  American  revolution  has  annexed 
the  whole  to  the  Maflachufetts.  From  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  in  a 
ftatement  of  the  fale  of  lands  fince  the  revolu- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which  ftill  remain  to  be 
diipofed  of,  it  appears,  that  feven  millions  four 
hundred  thoufand  acres  have  been  already  fold ; 
that  one  million,  which  have  been  allotted,  ftill 
remain  to  be  purchafed;  and  that,  on  an  average, 
there  are  feven  millions  of  acres  which  have  not 
been  meafured,  excluiively  of  a  nuniber  of  iflands, 
Befides  thefe  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  upwards  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix 
thoufand  acres  have  been  given  to  the  fchools 
and  public  inflitutions. 

The,  population  of  the  province  of  Maine  is 
computed  to  exceed,  at  prefent,  one  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants.  According  to  Morfe,  this 
province  contains  forty  thoufand  fquare  miles  or 
twenty-four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  acres^ 
which  gives  but  a  very  fmall  population  of  not 
more  than  two  and  a  hajf  inhabitants  to  each, 
fquare  mile  ;  in  all  probability  the  great  quantity 
of  land,  which  is  vefled  in  the  hands  of  the  fpe- 
culators  in  the  town,  is  a  great  drawback  upon 
the  increafe  of  population.  The  befl  part  of  the 
province  lies  between  the  rivers  Kennebec  and 
Penobfcot,  particularly  in  the  difbrift  at  the  dif- 
tajicc  of  tea  or  twelve  mil«s  from  the  ^ea. 
VoL.tt.  Q  '  NEW 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— DOVER: 

OA  Ifeating  the  province  of  Maine,  th6  traYeflltf 
pafles  thfoiigh  Dbver  into  New  Hampfliire.  1*hc 
grekter  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  very  populous 
3iftrifti  aire  fituated  on  the  River  Cpcheco,  which 
empties  itfelf  a  little  below  the  tb^H  into*  the 
fSfcataqua.  I36ver  borders  on  a  fmall  ridgfe  of 
mountains,  extending  between  the  Pifcatdqua  dnd 
the  River  Back,  which  command  ^  profpeft  bFA 
great  iltlttibfer  of  rive'ris,  bays,  cultivated  and  in- 
habited pfoinontories,  tcfminating  at  a  cdniidcr- 
abfe  diftance  in  the  ttiountiini  of  NeW  Hamp- 
shire. iThis  profpe<9t  is  beautifdl  and  grand ;  4 
fort  erected  x^n  this  fpot  Would  vety  advantage- 
toufly  proteft  the  entrance  irtto  the  country.  It 
is  currently  afferted,  that  the  origiAal  inhabitants, 
Hvho  came  hither  in  1630,  efbblifiied  theteifelf cs 
on  this  eminence ;  but  that  comfererctal  conveni- 
ence induced  them  gradually  to  prefer  their  pre- 
fent  refidence  at  Dover  to  this  Charming  fpot. 
Dover  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Wateiferd, 
which  contains  twenty-four  thoUfand  fnhabttants; 
Dover  is  reckoned  'to  hold  two  thoufand.  There 
are  tWd  roads  |ff<5m  Dover  t6  Partfh!iduth ;  the 
one  five  miles  Ihdrter  than  tKe  'other,  and  bdr- 
'deririg  on  the  fda-c6afl;.  Thofe  wKo  traVel  .Ais 
way  crofs  the  rtver  in  a  fewy-boat. '  'iHie  other 
road  runs  fiiftlfer  tip'lrito  tile 'C<Aintiy,  andpaflfe 
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over  a  bridge  acrofs  the  Pifcataqti^,  which  wis 
cdhapleted  <$nly  laft  year^  and  is^  beyond  dxfyutt, 
ihe  filiefi  in  afU  America. 

%is  bridge  is  built  of  wood,  in  the  form  of 
aa  jangle,  the  twb  fides  meeting  together  on  an 
iflafid  in  the  centre,  and  It  is  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  »inety-one  feet  in  lengdi.  Not- 
withftanding  its  extent,  it  has  nothing  remark- 
able, excepting  this  great  length,  and  a  width  of 
five  hundred  feet.  It  refts  upon  piles,  but  one 
part  of  it,  near  the  ifland  in  the  centre,  has  an 
arch  two  hundred  and  forty- four  feet  nine,  inches 
in  wi^h,  the  pillars  of  which  on  the  fides  do  not 
ftand  on  the  ground,  but  are  Supported  entirely 
by  a  fcaffolding  of  wood.  This  arch,  which  gains 
gre^  ftrcngtb  and  ftability  from  its  pillars  and 
fupports,  rifes  at  its  higheft  point  one  hundred 
feet  above  the  bed  of  ^he  river,  and  fifty  feet  above 
the  ordinary  water-mark.  The  bridge,  befides 
the  balluftrade  on  each  fide,  which  enclofe  as 
well  this  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  is  interfefted  in 
thq  middle  by  pallifadoes,  which  run  paralldl 
withthe  balluftrade,  and  add  cbnfiderably  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  arch,  which  rifes  ten  feet  above 
the  le^el  of  the  bridge,  and  of  courfe  renders  the 
declivity  on  each  fide  pretty  "fteep.  The  bridge ' 
is  unqucftionably  fine,  but  even  tht  little  archi- 
tcftural  knowledge  which  I  poflefs  convinces  mc, 

Q  2  that 
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that  the  engineers  in  France  would  be  able  to 
improve  upon  a^id  beautify  it,  without  any  detri- 
ment to  its  liability.  The  reafon'for  conftrud- 
ing  this  high  arch  is,  to  give  the  fniall  vcffels^ 
which  are  jbuilt  on  the  river,  or  which  navigate 
it,  the  means  of  failing  through  it,  for  which  pur- 
-pofe  it  .opens  likewife  in  two  other  places. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

PortfrjioUth  is  lituated  about  five  .  miles  from 

:this^  bridge,  in  a  kind  of  bay,  formed  by  thePif- 

•  cataqua  before  it  difembqgues  itfelf  into  the 

:  ocean.     On  the  arms  of  the  bay,  or  on  the  rivers 

which  fall  into  it,  lie  Dover,  Exeter^  and  Der- 

ham,  littlq  towns  in  New  Hamplhire,  in  which  a 

few  Ihips  are  built,  and  Ibme  trade  carried  on. 

Portfmouth  is,  however,  the  only  harbour  in  New 

Hamplhire  ;  this  province,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 

has  not  a  greater  extent  than  from  fifteen  to 

twenty  miles.     The  harbour  is  remarkable  for  its 

fafc  anchorage,  and  its  great  depth  of  water.  The 

nature  of  its  entrance,  which  makes  it  neceflary 

for  all  vefi!els  to  fail  into  it  through  a  very  narrow 

channel,  renders  its  defence  very  eafy. 

The  commerce  of  Portfmouth  has  experienced  I 
very  little  increafc  fince  the.  American  revolution; 
on  the  contrary  it  has  vifibly  fallen  off  within 
thefe  lafl:  five  or  fix  years.  The  very  confidcrablc 

number 
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iwtinber  of  fhips  it  formerly  pofleffed  have  been, 
fold  to  other  ports,  and  more  than  half  of  thofe, 
which  arc  annually  bui^t  here,  have,  the  fame 
deftination**  The  trade  in  fhips  conftitutes  one- 
of  the  principal  branches  of  the  commerce  of 
Portfraouth,  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged; 
to  excel  in  the  art  of  Ihip-building.  Prior  to  thet 
American  war,  many  veffels  were  built  here  for 
England.  Independently  of  the  demand  from  the 
latter  quarter  being  flopped,  wood  is  now  be- 
come much  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  Portfmoiith,; 
and  the  p^ice  of /hipping  is  of  courfe  confiderably. 
advanced.  Wood  fetches  now  twenty  dollars,  per 
ton  from  the  timber  merchants,  and  fifty-Jfive, 
dollars  per  ton  when  worked  up  into  veil  els. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  this  incoutrover-. 
tible  decreafe  of  the  trade  of  Portfmouth,  the 
value  of  ground  in  the  town  is  moft  extrava- 
gantly high.  A  lot  of  ground^  forty  feet-  in 
breadth,  and  eighty-four  in  depth  (with  a  fpiall 
quay),  was  lately  fold  for  the  fum  of  feventeen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fcventy-feven  dol- 
lars. In  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  land  fetches, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  from  thirty- 
three  to  ninety  dollars  per  acre.     The  circumja- 

-  *  For  ainore  circumftantial  account  of  the  tr^de,  the 
tonnage  .and  exports  from  Portfmouth,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  Diary  of  the  Journey  of  1796. 


cfcrtt  Cdtitttry  of  Portftnouth  i^  vnty  fine;  the 
eftates  well  parcelled  out  into  meadows,  although 
the  laiid,  which  is  the  mod  ippropriiaited  to  thid 
ufe>  is  often  encumbered  with  large  rocks*  In 
the  remote  parts,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a 
ftiv^  diftriiJls,  are  faid  to  be  very  populou$i,  land 
fetches  from  two  to  three  dollars  pier  acre,  and  I 
am  told  it  is  very  excellent.  An  -  inhabitant  of 
Portfmouth,  whofe  eftate  lies  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  that  town,  aflured  me,  that 
it  produced,  the  firft  year  of  its  being  cultivated, 
forty,  and  the  fucceeding  year  thirty  buihels  of 
wheat  per  acre.  But  as  this  perfon  has  a  large 
quantity  of  land  to  difpofe  of,  it  may  perhaps  be 
0^  no  more  than  prudent  to  receive  his  affefrions 
with  caution.  Wheat  cofts,  in  this  diftant  coun- 
try, from  five  to  fix  fhillings '  per  bufliel.  In 
Hampfhire,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  the  dol- 
lar is  valued  at  fnc  Ihillings. 

The  common  pay  of  labourers  in  New  Hamp- 
fhire is  from  fix  to  eight  dollars  a  week,  and  they 
are  procured  without  much  difficulty.  The  price 
of  cattle  is  the  fame  as  in  that  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  which  borders  on  this  country. 
Provifions  are  very  plentiful  in  Portfinouth,  and 
are  ibid  in  a  market,  which  is  extremely  weU 
iutniflied.  Fire-wood  fells  from  five  to  fix  dol- 
lars per  cord. 

In 
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,  IfA  t^  provmce  only  one  paper  is  jpublifhe^ 
twwx  »  week,  and  that  in  Portland.  It  has  a 
pretty  exteniive  fale^  ai\d  is  read  with  avidity.  Ir^ 
New  tja^ipljbire  a  great  variety  of  ne w^apers  arc 
printed*  Portfajiouth  ha^  three,  Dover  two,  ?ind 
Dartmouth,  on  the  river  Connecticut,  where  the 
collie  is  eftablifhed,  has  pjie. 

In  Eojjfinouth  every  man  is  a  politician,  and  a 
veiy  warm  one  too.  The  m^ority  arc  evidently 
»vcric  to  thjc  treaty,  with  En^and.  The  ^dyo* 
<;a,tes  for  that  meafure,  a^ribe  this  holHle  ipirit  - 
to  Mr.  1jANqj).qn,  one  of  the  ten  ienators.  who 
yjoted  ag^inft  it^  ratification.  .  I  cannot  take  up9n 
myl^f  to  determine  the  extent  of 'this  gqntje-. 
inaa'«  influence,  and  whether  he  has  any  control 
in  tiiis  xefpcA  over  the  public  ppinion,  as  tp  his 
political  tranfadHons ;  but  it  i3  very  natural  to 
conclude,  that  the  niunber  of  arguments,  :yvr|^iclj 
have  been  advanced  againft  it,  muft  have  rnade  ^ 
ftrong  impreflion  upon  thofe,  wljio  have  ao  intQr 
reft  in  the  mealure.  The  people  of  America  arCi 
in  this  point,  xxadtiy  in  the  fapie  pjedican^f  nt  as 
the  inhabitants  pf  Fr^^  ifi^ce  the  rcvoluli^on, 
afid  9s  rthe  Englifli  aj-c,  iiace  ,tb^y  have  beconjip 
apprehenfive  of  its  coniequen9e3.  They  confidqr 
cach.o4;her,  wheiiicver  th^^  dife^rpe  in  polit;ics,  ^ 
p/^Mws,  ,9f  ffSads ;  o^  as  ^ii^9Ci3ts,  ^r  fafcals. 

Q3  Thofe 
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TKofe  who  do  not  admire  the  tteaty  with  Eng- 
land are  looked  upon  by  the  one  party  as  guil" 
lotini/is,  whilft  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty,  on  thb 
other  hand,  decry  every  man  as  an  enemy  of  pub- 
liq  liberty,  and  *s  a  penfioner  to  England,  who 
does 'not  execrate  the  meaiure,  and  vote  for  the 
banging  of  J^y,  who  concluded  it.  This  violence 
of  opinion,  thefe  political  extremes,  are  to  be  met 
with  in  4 greater  oriels  degree  in  all  cities.  The 
country  people,  of  all  ranks,  arc  very  quiet,  and 
wifti  for  peace,  and  the  due  obfervance  of  the 
laws  and  good  order  for  the  fecurity  of  their  ha^- 
veils.  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not 
beftow  a  monient's  thought  upon  the  treaty; 
and  even  among  thofe  who  do  take  it  into  confi- 
deration,  there  are  many,  who,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  avow  "  their  diflike  to  the  mealurc ; 
*'  that  they  place  no  confidence  in  the  Englifh," 
&c.  never  fail  to  ad'd-^^'^  but  if  we  had  not  rati- 
*'  ficd  the  faid  tVeaty,  we  muft,  by  all  accounts, 
*'  have  been  plunged  into  a  war  with  England, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  well  the  treaty  took  place/* 
Still  oftener  do  we  hear :  *'  Our  aged  father,  the 
Prefident,  undcrftands  this  matter  "  much  better 
*'  than  ourfelves ;  we  will,  therefore,  leave  it  en- 
^'  tifely  to  his  management ;  he  will  not  fuflfer 
*  hinjfclFto  be  impofed  upon/*     It  itiuftj  how-. 

ever, 
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ever,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  charafter  of  the; 
Prefidcnt,  which  till  very ,  lately  has  never  Ijcen, 
attacked,  is  at  prefe;it  fubje<St.  to  much  animadw 
vcrfion.  foMfM^yHi^^ <: a4-t  ^  t  >5^ un i i.  >/  v  •  ?.  .\^    / 

MR.LANGDON.  .... 

T  pafled  two  days  with  this  fenator,  who  warmly  , 
oppofed  the  treaty  with  England.  He  gave  mb 
an  invitation,  whilft'I  was  in  Philadelphia.'  ,  He 
is  a  man  of  the  firft  importance  in  Portfinouth. 
He  was  originally  mate  of  a  merchant  flfiip,  after*: 
wards  captain,  and  then  merchant.  He  has  acH 
quired  a  very  large  fortune,  in  addition  to  his  pa** 
tcrnal  inheritances.  He  is  allowed  to  poffefs  gteat 
knowledge  of  Ihip-building,  in  which  he  has  fpe- 
culated  deeply.  It  was  he  who  built  the  ihip„ 
which  the  United  States  of  America  prefentcd.to 
Franc?.  At  prefent  he  has  bade  a  farewcl  to 
trade,  and  invefted  all  his  property  in  land.  Dur-^  - 
ing  the  revolution,  he  was  a  friend  to  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  Madifon ;  and  in  the  debates,  which 
took  place  on  the  fiibjeA  of  the  new  conftitution, 
he  went  over,  on  the  feparatidn  of  the  two  parties,- 
to  the  oppofition.  Be  his  political  character,  how- 
ever, what  it  may,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  n^an 
to  difplay  a  greater  attachment  to  his  country,  or 
better  principles.  He  is  extremely  friendly,  af- 
fable, and  luiaffeded,  and  received  me  in  the 

kindefl 
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kiinieft  manner,  as  a  flyang^  ougiit  to  isescoeiv^ 
td,  without  iinnecefiaiy  form  and  ceremony.  He 
is  reputed  to  be  re^  rich,  and  his  ilile  c^  living 
proves  it.  He  has  been  married  twenty  years, 
and  his  lady  appears  ftill  as  beautiful  and  fprightly, 
a3  if  ihe  wer^  only  ei^teen  years  of  age.  His 
daughter,  Mifs  Eli^a,  is  uncommonly  amiaUe 
andpleaiing. 

.  General  Knox  had  given  me  ja  letter  of  reqom- 
mendation  to  Mr.  Scheef,  a  meriphai^t  in  t^e 
town.  The  known  difference  of  their  politicai 
opipions  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Langdon  fcpm  in- 
troducing me  to  that  gentleman,  with  whoon  be 
afterwards  breakj&iied  in  my  company.  Mr* 
S(di^ef  x^arries  on  more  builneis  th^n  almoftiiii^y 
mer^ant  in  Portsmouth  ;  he  was  &>  4eqply  na^ 
getged,  that  I  could  only  have  his  company  for  a 
few  minutes. 

There  are  a  number  of  churches  in  Portf- 
mouth,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  Quaker's  zneeUng* 
Very  few  members  of  this  fed:  refide  in  the  town; 
they  are  almoft  all  farmers  in  the  circumjacent 
country,  and,  like  all  Quakers  and  iarmerp,  honcft^ 
fimple,  and  well  behaved. 

The  continued  rain  occafioned  my  remaining 
in  Portfmouth  a  day  longer  than  I  originally  in- 
tended*   Hamptonfall  ^wh^re  I  pafibd  die  iMght> 

bebngs 
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beloi^  to  the  province  of  New  Hampfhire^  and 
conititat«s  the  boimdaries.  Mr.  Wejls  keeps  m 
um  in  thb  pkce^  which  ftands  in  high  repute  for 
aeatneis^ 

NEWBURY  PORT- 

Before  you  arrive  at  Newbury  P6rt,  you  haTC 

to  crofs  the  river  Merrimack^  by  means  of  a  bridge^ 

which>  prior  to  the  building  of  that  thrown  ow» 

the  Pi(cataqua^  was  confidered  as  the  moil  elegant 

in  all  New  England.    It  is  at  ieaft  Ihorter  by  oncir 

third  than  the  latter^  and  the  arch,  whieh  mea« 

iiures  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  widdi^ 

is  iiipport^d  by  a  crooked  piece  of  timber,  nftea** 

iurii^  twenty  feet,  whkh  gives  the  bridge,  at  firft 

£ght,  a  heavy  appearance.     Along  the  banks  of 

the  river,  be^^re  you  come  to  this  bridge,  lies 

Mhvbwy  new  town,  a  pretty  extenfive  village^ 

where  a  numbet  of  Ihips  are  boilt,^  which  iare 

afterwards  equipped,  and  freighted  in  Newbury 

Fort.     Mr.  Langdcm  had  furnifhed  me  with  a 

letter  of  recommendation  to  his  friend  Jacs:^ 

so  an,  from  whom  I  flattered  myfelf  with  the 

hopes  of  receiving  ibme  information  -relative  to 

the  town  and  its  trade.     But  this  gentleman  tse-^ 

Ing  abfent  ki  Bofton,  I  was  obliged  <to  content 

myfelf  with  the  intelligence  I  could  procure  from. 

iome  inhabitants,  whom  I  found  in  the  inn.     I 

learnt  that  the  trade  of  this  town,  which,  as  well 

At 
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as  that  of  Portfraouth,  had  decayed  very  much 
fincc  the  conclufibn  of  the  war;  was,  for  the  laft 
years>  qonfidcrably  on  the  advance ;  that  it  was 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  carried  on  at  Portf- 
mouth,  and  other  parts  of  Maffachufetts ;  that 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  now  employed  by  titiis 
town,  amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  tons  ;  that 
the  exports  were  valued,  in  179J>  ^t  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thouland  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars;  in  1792,  at  two  hundred  and 
fcventy-three  thoufand  five -hundred  and  iSfty- 
onedoilarsj  in  1 793,  at  thfee  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  arid  forty- three  dollars;  in.  17-94,  at  four 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  five  dollars;  in  1795,  at  four  hundred  and 
ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fi^  doljarsj 
that  it  has  very  few  fifliermen  ;  that  the  harboif 
and  moorings  are  good,  fafc,  and  deep,  the  quays 
commodious  and  very  extenfive.  The  town  is 
almcrft  as  large  as  .Portfmouth.  Unfortunately 
there  is  a  flioal  of  quickfands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  haven,  which  obftrudts  the  navigation  two  or 
three  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.N  To  guard 
againft  the  mifchief,  which  otherwife  might  be- 
fall vcffels,  that  have .  itiade  long  voyages,  two 
iight-houfes  have  been  ereAed  on  the  coaft,  one 
of  which, is.  moveable^  and  capable  of  being  always 
ftationed  beljtind  the  other,  according  to  the  adual 
'^  fituation 
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Situation  of.  the  pafs.  By  fteering  their  courfc 
direft  againft  that  point,.' at  which  the  *  fecond 
light-houfe  is  concealed  behind  the  firft,  veflpls 
jare  enabled  to  fail  day  and  night  into  the  harbour, 
without  running  the  ri£k  of  driving  on  the  fand 
j^anks.  ,  ' 

Newbury  Port  is  buiit  on  the  river  Merri- 
mack, It  has  ten  public  fchools.  A  fociety  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Sea  Company,  have  eftablifhed  a  very  bencr 
volent  inifitution,  coniiftingof  feveral  fmall  houfes 
on  Plumb  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river^  where  perfons,  who  have  fufFered  fliip- 
wreck,  find  fome  provifions,  fire-wood^  and  other 
articles  of  immediate  neceffity, 

Newbury  Port  carries  on  a  confidcrable  tra4c 
with  the  Antilles,  and  receives  molafles  in  return, 
which  keeps  from  eight  to.  ten  boiling-houfes  in 
employ.  There  are  likewife  fome  breweries  in 
the  town,  and  a  very  large  nail*  manufadory, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  IkilfuUy  9on- 
dudlqd.  Newbury  Port  contains  about  four  thou?- 
fand  inhabitants. 

The  road  from  Pprtfmouth  .tg  ^oflon  is  oi^c 

.     ,•  ,  .  _        .....  ^ 

continued  feries  of  houfes,  fhop-booths,  fmalj 
manufaAories  and  villages.  It  is  an  uninter- 
rupted  garden.  The  road  is  in  every  part  better 
than  any  I  have  ever  feen  in  America*     It  would 

be 
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be  oonfidef cd  a  dclightfiil  foad,,  even  in  tlic  moft 
feeautiful  difei^fls  of  France  and  England. 

IPSWICH. 

Ipfwicli,  one  of  the  moft  eonfidcrable  tillages 
pn  this  road,  is  fituated  on  a  river,  to  which  it 
gives  name,  and  on  whidh  fome  fliips  are  built. 
This  foiaU  harbour  participates  in  the  large  trade 
•carried  <m  with  Maffachufetts,  but  not  fo  exten- 
'fivdly  at  prefent,  as  in  former  years. 

Flax  is  pretty  abundantly  cultivated  in  all  dif- 
triifb  of  the  province, '  and  feems  to  thrive  well- 
But  it  ts  faid  to  be  in  greater  abundance  at  a 
^eater  diftance  "from  the  coaft,  ^  Jeadft:  everjr 
where  more  fo  than  hemp. 

BEVERLEY. 

Beverley  is  another  fmall  neat  village,  through 
'  "which  the  road  pdTcs  to  Bofton.  Its  harbour  lies 
'on  the  South*  River.  It  is  {ituated  on  a  penin- 
fula  formed  by  that  and  the  North  Kiver.  The 
trade  of  this  village  is  confined  entirely  to  ftock- 
fifli,  in  which  branch  forty  veffels  are  employed. 
The  fifli  are  cured  in  the  village  itfelf,  which  ren- 
tiers it  very  unpleafant  to  pafs  through.  The 
immbef  df  veffds,  which  fail  from  this  port  to 
lEurope  or  the  colonies,  is  riot  confiderable,  Sa- 
lem engroffes  almcJft  the  whdle  trade. 

SALEM* 
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SALEM.— MR.  OOLDHUE. 

Salem  is  one  of  the  handfbmeft  fmall  towns  itt 
iht  United  States,  and  is*^parated  from  Beverley 
Only  by  a  bridge,  fifteen  feet  in  length.  The  ftuirti 
ber  of  its  irlhabititits,  which  incrcafes  ycaiiy, 
amounts  to  ten  thobfartd.  The  town,  in  refer* 
cnce  to  its  trade>  ranks  with  thofe  of  the  fixth 
rank  in  America,  and  with  thofe  of  the  fecDftA 
rank  in  Maffachnfetts.  The  tmcommonly^  ^L^t6 
and  enterprifing  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants  rs  the 
Iblfe  reai^n  which  can  be  afcribed  for  the  great 
txfcnt  and  rapid  progrefs  of  its  trade.  This  town 
has  no  cultiviated  land  behind  it  to  fupply  its  ex* 
ports,  which  in  America  is  withjuftice  confidercA 
as  otie  of  the  moft  eflential  articles  oi  commctce; 
Its  haven  is  but  Imall,  at  ebb  the  quays  are  idt^, 
and  veffels  of  a  larger  fize  muft  even,  at  high 
water,  unload  a  part  of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  be 
irble  to  reach  thefe  quays. '  Yet,  notwithftand- 
klg  thcfe  inconvfenicnees,  the  annual  freightage 
from  thiis  port  exceeds  twenty  thouland  tons;. 
The  veffcls'employed  in  this  fervice  fail  to  all  parts 
of  the  globe;  twelve  of  them,  for  inftance,  are 
engaged  m  'the  Eaft  India  tiadej  one  of  which  a^j 
rived  firoito  Calcutta  the  day  prior  to  my  entering 
the  town,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months  and 
twclvc'dayis,  of  which  thh^*two  days  were  paffctl 

at 
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at  Calcutta.  The  number  of  vcffels,  conflituting 
the  above  mentioned  rate  of  twenty  thoufand 
tons,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hun- 
dred of  which  are. in  the  foreign  trade,  twenty 
^re  coafters,  and  thirty  follow  the  employment  of 
fidOiing.  The  exports  amounted,  in  1791,  to  fix 
hundred  and  ten  thoufand  and  five  dollars ;  in 
1792,  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty- feven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  three  dollars;  in  1793,  to 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and  fixty-fix 
dollars;  in  1794,  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  fifty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars ;  in  1 795,  to  one  oiillion  five  hundred  aud 
four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 
As  3alem  and  Beverley  have  only  one.  cuftora- 
houfe  in  common  for  both  places,  the  exports 
from  the  latter  form  a  proportion  in  this  calcula- 
tion, but  it  is  very  inconfiderable. 

With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  for- 
tunes of  nearly  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
the  opulence  of  the  merchants  is  not  very  great; 
but  all  the  inhabitants  find  themfelves  in  a  flou* 
rifhing  condition,  which,  is  the  lefs  fubjeft  to  a 
rcverfe.  as  the  mode  of  living  is  very  frugal,  and 
as  luxury  is  hitherto  little  knowTi  amongfl  them. 
Hence  all  the  profits  acquired  by  trade,  are  rc- 
imbarked  in  trade ;  and  this  accumulation  of  in- 
terefl  upon  intercfl  infures  them  a  large  capital, 

'  .     by 
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hy  which  they  ate  enabled  to  bear  up  againft  any 
cifual  lofles.  •  The  riiajor  part  of  the  Ihipping 
from  Salem  is  freighted  from  Virginia  or  South 
Carolina.  In  thclc  provinces  of  America,  the 
land  yields  a  greater  abundance  of  produce,  than 
the  VeffeJs' employed  ih  their  ports  will  iuifice  to 
export.  The  induftry  of  the  north  ern  ports,  there- 
fore, is  here  very  valuable,  the  produce  being  in 
an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  Ihipping,  Compared  with 
the  fouthern  ftates.  Salem  exports,  however, 
annually  from  feven  to  eight  thoufand  pounds  of 
fait  beef,  and  eighteen  thoufand  barrels  of  fifli. 
This  lattfer  article  has,  for  fonle  years  paft,  b6en 
greatly  on  the  decline,  the  inhabitants  of  Salem, 
and  the  other  ports,  preferring  the  wholefale  trade 
as  more  lucrative.  The  commodities  imported 
from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  form'  likewife  a 
branch  of  the  export  trade  of  this  port.  Hemp, 
iron,  Ruflia  leather,  are  employed  in  the  coafting 
trade.  Few  foreign  veflels  put.  in  here^  The 
inhabitants  of  Salem  fay,  that  their  own  induftry 
leaves  no  room  for  the  {peculations  of  ftrangers. 

An  European,  who  fancies  that  a  man  cannot 
be  qualified  to  ad:  as  captain  of  a  Ihip,  till  he  has 
made  a  number  of  voyages,  and  paffed  through 
a  regular  courfc  of  ftudy,  is  not  a  little  ftirprized> 
Vfhen  he  is  infornjfcd,  that  the  merchants  of  Salem 
cntruft  their  Ihips  to  wimg  perfons,  who  Jiave 
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frequently  been  only  one  year  at  fca.  As  they 
have  grown  up  in  the  bufinefe  of  the  compting- 
houfe,  they  are.  perfedly  acquainted  with  the 
price,  the  quality,  and  the  fale  of  each  different 
commodity.  .  The  iirfl:  year  they  are  aiffociated 
jyith  a  Ikilful  fteerfmate,  and  a6l  at  once  in  the 
capisicity  of  captain  and  fupercargo.  Their  vef- 
iels,  whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  do  not  fuffer  Ihip- 
wreck  more  frequently  than  other  fhips,  which 
are  more  cautioufly  navigated.  In  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years  thcie  young  people  become  merchants 
themfelves,  the  captain's  profits  being  very  con- 
fiderable.  As  they  generally  are  appointed  from 
the  families  of  merchants,  they  receive  afliftance 
from  their  employers. 

;  The  inconveniences  which  Salem  experiences 
from  the  Ihallownefs  of  its  harbour,  fecure  them 
againft  all  hoftile  attacks.  The  entrance  to  the 
haven  is  not  in  thellighteft  degree  defended,  nor 
is  it,  indeed,  capable  of  defence. 

> 

I  was  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy  with  Mr. 
GoLDHUE,  a  member  of  the  Congref^,  whom  I 
'  had  feen  at  Philadelphia.  The  friendly  recep- 
tion that  gentleman  gave  me,  and  the  patience 
with  which  he  refolvisd  my  queftioris,  entitle  him 
to  the  fame  praife,  as  indeed  all  the  peribns  arc 
entitled  to,  whom  I  met  witi#  in  the  courfe  of 
my  longjourney.   Mr.  troldhue  is  a  man  of  ibong 

inlrlled, 
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mtcllcft,  of  very  plain  manners,  and  is  very  well 
informed.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a  jg-* 
demlift^  and  of  courfc  an^dvocate  for  tbfi^treaty 
wJAJEngland,  The  town  of  Salem  entertains 
the  fame  opmion  as  he  does,  in  this  refpeft, 
chiefly  on  account  of  their  dread  of  a  war,  which 
they'confideras  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Salem,  I  muft  re- 
mark, that  the.  day  previous  to  my  departure,  a 
vcflel  arrived  in  this  port  from  Bourdeaux,  which 
brought  a  great  quantity  of  filver  difhes  and  plates, 
in  payment  for  flour,  which  had  -  been  fold  to 
France  The  plate  was  valued  by  weight,  and 
conlHtutcd  a  part  of  the  confifcated  property  of 
thecmigr^ts. 

Salem  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  EfTex, 
und  contains,  upon  an  average,  fixty-nine  thou* 
fand  inhabitants.  It  is  a  handfome  town,  the 
houfes  are  good,  fmall^  and  neat,  and  perfed:ly 
accord  with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  Th$ 
Senate  Houfc  is  a  fpacious,  and  even  elegant 
building. 

Salem  has  a  fail- cloth  manufa<ftory,  which  em- 
ploys a^great  number  of  fkilful  hands. 

This  town  is  the  fecond  fettlement  erefted  -by 
the*  Europeans,  in  the  Maffachufetts.  It  was  be- 
gun in  1622,  and  was  ijie  principal  fcenc  of  the 

R  2  cruelties, 
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erueltics,  which  ignorance,  fiiperftitibn,  and  the 
perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  priefts,  and  their  deluded 
votaries,  inflidled,  in  1692,  on  the  pretended  for- 
cerers- 

Marblehead  an£)  lynx. 

i 

On  the.  fame  bay  with  Salem  lies  another  fmall 
port,  which,  in  refpeft  to  its  Ihipping,  is  of  greater 
confequence  than  Beverley.  Marblehead,  which 
is  Situated  in  the  niidft  of  rocks,  trades  only  in 
ftock  fifli.  All  the  men  are.fo  entirely  occupied 
in  fifhing,  that  the  tow  n,  to  a  ftranger,  who  paiTes 
through  the  ftreets,. appears  to  be  folely  inhabited 
by  women  and  children,  all  of  whom  have  a  moft 
miferable  and  wretched  appearance.  Marble-, 
head  has  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  exports  from 
this  place  confift  in. a  variety  of  articles,  the  value 
of  which,  in  1 794,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thoufand  dollars* 

Lynn,  which  is  dependent  upon  the  formed 
place,  is  another  fmall  haven,  lyiftg  nine  miles 
nearer  to.  Bofton.  It  is  famous  for  its  flioc  ma- 
nufadory.  There  is  fcarcely  a  houfe,  which  i* 
hot  inhabited  by  a  Ihoe-maker ;  four  hundred  . 
thoufand  pairs,  moft  of  them  women's  Ihocs, 
'  are  made,  here  every  year.  This  port  carries  on  | 
no  other  trade  than  the  exportation  of  fiioes  to 
Bofton,  New  York,  and  EJhiladelphia,  from  which 

places 
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places  a  great  number  are  fent  over  to  Englarxd. 
A  quantity  are  even  expprted  dire^ly  to  Europe 
from  Lynn  itfelf. 

BOSTON. 

Thi  Monument  ereBed  in  Memory  of  General  Warren 
, — Tonnage  of  the  Shi^^ing  of  Bojion — Mr.  Jef^ 
ferj'. — Dr,  Eicfiis^  &V^  . 

At  length,  having  pafled  through  the  fine  an4 
flourilhing  village  of  Charleftown,  I  arrived;at  Bpf- 
tpn.  AH  the  roads  leading  to  this  town  difplay 
-  the  profperity  and  opulence  of -the  inhabitants'  in 
^  greater  degree  than  the  auftprity  pf  repiiblic^ 
manners. 

'  I  faw  this  day  the  fimple  and  afFefting  monu- 
ment of  General  Warren,  who  commanded  in 
tljie  celebf ated  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  anno  1775, 
which  coft  the  Englifh  fo  dearly,  and  taught  their 
troops  not  to  hold  the  courage  of  the  republican 
legions  in  contempt,  whilft  it  infpired  the  latter 
with  fi  juft  confidence  in  their  o^n  prowels.  It 
muft  here  be  fernemb<:ired,  that  general  Warren 
was  by  profeffion  a  phyfician,  and  had  nev?r 
ferved  in  the  army.  He  had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  proofs  of  his  gre^t  talents,  this  being  the 
firft  acSlion,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But  his 
^urage  and  patriotifm  eminently  di,ftinguiflicd 

Jfl  3  him. 
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him,  and.  that  at  a  time,  when  there  were  veiy 
few  of  his  countrymen,  who  did  not  difcover  ex- 
traordinary energy. 

This  fimple  monument  is  ere<?led  on  the  fpot 
where  the  fort  flood,  the  taking  of  which  coft  the 
Enghfli  ninety  officers,  and  fourteen  hundred 
men,  and  in  which  attack  General  Warreri  loft 
his  life.     It  was  built  by  the  dire<ftion  and  at  the 

'  expence  of  the  free-m^fons,  of  which  order  the 
General  was  grand  mafter. 

The  civility  of  General  Lincoln,  commiflioijer 

•of  the  cuftoms  for  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  for- 
nilhed  me  with  an  opportunity  of  extradling  from 
the  regifter  of  the  office  the  tonnage,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  Bofton,  as  like  wile  the  aihount  or 
its  exports.  The  tonnage  will  amount  this  yeir 
to  ninety  thoufand  tons ;  at:  leaft  it  amounted, 
according  to  the  number  of  Ihips  regiftered,  for 

^  the  firft  nine  months,  to  leventy- three  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty -nine  tons.  .  The  laft 
quarter  is  not  expeded  to  run  high,  on  which  ac- 
count I  have  eftimated  it  at  only  leventeen  thou- 
fand tons.  In  1794,  the  whole  year  made  but 
fixty-rcight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven 
tons;  and  in  1793;  no  more  than  fifty-three 
thoufand  and  forty-two.  Prior  to  this  period, 
the  law  had  not  paffed,  which  ei^a<fts,   that  all 

Ihips 
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(hips  Ihall  be  regiftcred  in  the  ports  to  which 
they  belong. 

Of  the  feventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  tons,  which  have  been  regiflered 
for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  fixty 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninty-five  tons  are 
employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  eight  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  one  tons  are  employed  in  the 
coafting-trade,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  tons 
confift  of  veffels  under  twenty  tons  each.  ^ 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bofton  amounted; 
in  1791,  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty^ 
nine  thousand  and  four  dollars;  in  1792,  to  onfe 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  and 
thirty-eight  dollars;  in  1793,  to  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  dollars;  in  1794,  to  two  million  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  ^nd  fifty-three 
dollars;  in  1795,  to  four  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars.  In  1 788,  the  exports  amounted  to 
one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-fevcn  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars.         ^ 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  imports  with  accuracy^ , 
becaufe  the  different  commodities  of  which  they 

• 

confifl,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  The  fiim  total 
of  thefe  duties  w411  fumifh  but  a  very  imperfed 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  importation.   The  num- 
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bcr  of  vefTels  from  fpreign  ports,  that  is  to  fay, 

•  •  • 

from  ftich  as  do  not  lie  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  will  yield  a  better  criterion. 
The  veffels  which  pijt  into  Bofton  from  foreign 
ports,  were,  in  1793,  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix ; 
in.  1794,  five  hundred  and  fixty-fcven ;  in  1795, 
feven  hundred  and  t^enty-fiv^,  In  1784,  the 
number  was  four  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  my  firft  article  relative  to  Boflion,  I  have 

.  «'.    ■  ...... 

commented  on  the  irregularity  of  the  duties  pai4 
b#y  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ;  of  their  diflatif- 
fadion,  and  the  mifchief  which  refults  therefrom. 
The  votes  are  taken  on  this  tax,  (which  is  intend- 
ed to  defray  the  expences  of  the  fl:reets,  the  pave- 
ment, the  watchmen,  the  maintenance  pf  the 
poor  in  the  hofpital,  and  the  free-fchpolsj,  in  a 
public  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants,  held  the  be- 
ginning of  May  every  year.  It  produced  laft  year 
lipwqrds  of  forty  thoufand  'dollars,  making  ten 
fhoufapd  dollars  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand 
feven  hu:tidred  ^nd  fifty-nine  dollars,  which  are 
coUedled  in  taxes  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
government  for  the  ftatc  of  MafiTachufetts,  Bofton 
pays  for  its  individual  quota  twelve  thoufand  nine 
{hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

Every  male  inhabitant  of  the  ftatc  of  MafiTa- 
.9hufctts  is  afTeffed  in  a  tax,  which  is  iixed  through- 
out 
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oat  the  whole  ftate  at  twenty-eight  centefim^s, 
or  the  twenty-eighth  of  a  hundredth  part  of  'a 
doljar.  In  Bpfton  it  amounts  to  eighty -feven 
centefimas.  The  rife  in  the  price  of  every  ^ticle, 
is  the  principal  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  ad^ 
yance.* 

Mr.  Jeffery,  an  Englifh  merchant,  who  has 
refided  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years  in  Bof- 
fon,  in  partnerlhip  with  Mr.  John  Ruirel>  re- 
queued, at  the  time  of  my  firft  journey>  that  I 
would,  oi]t  my  return,  take  up  my  quarters  at  his 
houfe,  where  I  paflcd  my  time  very  agreeably. 
He  is  an  excellent,  amiable  man,  a  cheerful  com* 
panion,  who  pofleffes  the  frank  and  friendly  car- 
jiage^o  jiatiiral  to  Englifhmeri^  He  is  a  bachelor, 
pofleffes  a  very  large  fortune,  and  entertains  the 
bpft  company  in  the  town  at  his  houfe,  among 
>yhorr>  Dr.  Eustis  deferves  particularly  to  be  no- 
ticed. The  Dod:or  is  a  mpft  amiable  and  well 
bred  gentleman,  poffeffing  great  cheerfulnefs  and 
equanimity  of  ternppr  ;  hi^  political  principles  are 
wife  and  firm;  he^  is  fiiperipr  to  prejudice,  and 
his  feelings  are  truly  noble.  Meffrs.  Jeffery  and 
RuiTel  have  eftabliflied  a  very  extenfiveipermaceti 
pianufa6lory,  and  employ  two  fhips  in  the  whale- 

♦  For  a  more  circumftantial  detail  of  the  duties,  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  laws  of  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  the  reader 
}$  referred  tp  the  journey  of  1796. 
'    ;     •         '  ^'  .     '  fifliery. 
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filhery.    They  employ  likewife  forty  labourers  in 
their  beautiful  rope-yard. 

Bofton  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  towns 
to  live  in,  and  its  inhabitants  are  celebrated 
through  all  America  for  their  hoipitality  to  ftran- 
gers.  I  met  Here  again,  to  my  great  fatisfadion, 
Mr.  Cabot,  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  Maf- 
fachufetts.  He  ftands  in  high  eftimation  among 
the  Americans,  on  account  of  his  well-informed 
mind  and  amiable  charafter.  1  experienced  from 
Mr.  Gore,  Advocate-General  of  the  -United 
States,  and  a  man  of  talents ;  from  Mr.  Sulli- 
VAS.,  Advocate-General  of  the  ftate  of  Maffa- 
chufetts,  a  gentleman  of  great  acquirements, 
whom  the  federal  party  accufe  of  differing  from 
them  in  politics;  and  likcwife  from  Mr.  Thomas 
RwssEL,  perhaps,  the  richeft  merchant  in  Ame- 
rica, and  who  is  juftly  celebrated  for  hi3  great 
benevolence,  a  degree  of  attention,  which  I  can- 
not refrain  from  particularly  noticing,  among 
even  the  diftinguilhed  civilities  which  I  recerved 
from  every  perfon  in  Bofton,  to  whom  I  was  in- 
troduced. 

HINGHAM.— GENERAL  LINCOLN. 

General  Lincoln,  on  giving  me  the  cuftom- 
houfe  report  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  belonging 
to  Bofton,  which  I  have  infcrtcd  in  lixy  journal, 

ftipulated 
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fiipulated  with  me,  that  i  Ihould,  in  return  for 
this  fervice,  vifit  him  in  Hingham.  In  puriuance 
of  my  promife,  i  fpent  twenty-four  hours  with 
him,  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  OAober.  General 
Lincoln  is  one  of  the  oldeft  Generals  who  ferved 
in  the  American  war.  He  took  a  part  in  the 
whole  of  the  conteft,  was  prefent  in  every  a<Jlion 
of  moment,  and  acquired  among  the  Generals  a 
great  military  name,  and  throughout  all  America 
the  reputation  of  an  excellent  and  honeft  man. 
After  the  conclulion  of  the  war,  he  was  entmfted 
with  leyeral  negociations  with  the  Indians ;  and 
with  the  appeafing  of  the  troubles,  which  broke 
out  in  Maflachuletts  in  1 787.  At  length  he  has 
been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  receipt  of  cuftonis; 
and  this  office,  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  gift  of 
the  government,  yields  him  an  annual  income  of 
nearly  five  thoufaiid  dollars,  he  being  allowed  five- 
eighths  per  cent  on  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
He  has  to  keep  five  clerks,  who  do  all  the  bufi- 
nefs ;  but  for.  this  drawback  he  is  amply  indem- 
nified by  other  revenues  which  accrue  to  him 
from  his  fituation.  General  Lincoln  is  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  flate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.  I  have  read  a  memoir,  written  by 
him,  which  contains  remarks  on  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  America,  made  by  him  in  varioixs  jour- 
Jiics,  tvith  an  account  of  his  expedition  againft  the 

infiirgents 
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infurgcnts  in  the  year  1787.  They  befpcak  hxm 
to  be  a  m^n  of  great  clearnefs  of  head,  ftudiou3 
only  pf  t)ie  public  w.qal.  His  family  lives  in  Hing- 
ham.;  and  he  himfelf  refides  there,  ^hei^eyer  his 
official  bufinefs  will  permit, 

Hingham  is  fampug  fqr  a  number  of  fmall 
fchools,  which  are  here  placed  together,  in  a  fort 
of  college.  They  are  ftbout  fourteen  iu  number, 
and  are  attended  by  abput  four  hundred  fcholars. 

Thp  fpil  of  the  furrounding  lands  is  almoft  all 
fandy.  It  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  bufliels  of 
maize,  and  barley  ai;id  rye,  in  a  moderate  pro- 
portion..  The  meadows  afford  from  the  acre,  not 
more  than  forty  hundred- weight  of  haj^,  evc^ 
at  the  beft.  This  land,  top^  cofts  from  t\venty 
to  forty  dollars  an  ^cre.  The  bufinefs  of  this 
fmall  village  coniifts  in  the  manufafture  of  tubs, 
pails,  and  all  other  veffels  of  coopers'  wprl^? 
which  are  in .  common  ufe  as  don^eftic  utenfil§. 
The  packet-boat  which  fails  between  Hipgham 
and  Bofton,  conveys  a  configurable  quantity  ot 
thefe  veflfels  to  Bofton ;  and  pf  thcfe,  a  part  is 
thence  exported  to  England,  The  wood  employ- 
ed is  chiefly  fir,  from  the  province  of  Maine:  Ge- 
neral Lincoln  poflefl!es  very  e^^^ei^five  eftates  in 
this  province. 

I  cannot  avoid  doing  myfelf  the  pleafur^  oi 
here  mentioning,  with  due  refped!^ the  name  of 

Mrs. 


Mits.  I/iNicoLir>  the  widow  of  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Getietal  Lincoln :  Ihe  fefides  in  Hingham.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  there  in  company 
with  her,  during  my  Ihoit  ftay  with  the  General. 
I  found  her  to  be  one  of  the  moft  agreeable 
women  in  all  America.  She  is  ho  lefs  admired 
for  the  cxcdlenoies  of  her  mind  than  for  the 
charms  of  her  perfon. 

This  diftricft  makes  a  part  of  the  county  of 

ft  • 

SufFolk*  It  <:ontains  a  great  number  of  mills  for 
fawing  timber,  grinding  corn,  and  waulking  cloth. 
Some  of  thefe  are  put  in  motion  by  the  flux  of 
the  tide.  - 

The  highway  between  Hingham  and  Ply- 
mouth opens  to  the  view  no  interefting  prolpefts. 
The  dwelling-houfes  are  pretty  numerous,  but  are 
fcattered  between  the  rocks  and  the  beach.  Here 
is  a  want  of  money  and  agricultural  intelligence 
to  bring  the  county  into  that  condition  of  im- 
provement and  opulehce  of  which  it  is  evidently 
fufceptiblc. 

PLYMOUTH. 

'  The  colonifts  of  this  territory  landed  here  in 
the  year  1620.  They  were  emigrants  who  had 
left  England,  on  account  of  their  religion,  and 
were  about  an  himdred  in  number.  They  ar- 
rived on  this  coaft,  without  any  certain  determi- 
nationj  where  to  fettle.     It'  is  faid  that  their 

choice 
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choice  was  fixed,  when;  on  a  mcMrmng,  tficy  ap- 
proached Cape  Cod,  and  obfcrved  a  bay  and  a 
river,  which  reminded  them  of  Plymouth  in 
England.  They  landed,  and  obtained  from  the 
Indians  the  ceflion  of  iufficient  territory ;  con- 
ftruded  hnts  for  their  habitations ;  cleared  a  part 
of  their  land^,  and  fowed  com  for  their  fiiftc- 
nance.  Thefe  fugitives  from  perfecution,  had 
not  been  here  more  than  two  years>  when  they 
declared  war  againft  the  Indians,  among  whom 
they  had  been  received,  and  threatened  to  expel 
them  out  of  their  pofleffions. 

New  emigrants,  from  time  to  time,  refortcd 
hither  from  Europe.  Other  Icttlements  were 
formed.  Force  or  artifice  extorted  from  the  uir- 
fortunate  Indians,  new  ceffions  of  territory. 
.  The  war  with  the  Indians  was  not  of  long 
duration.  Thefe  fimple  people  made  no  great 
difficulty  of  relinquifliing  a  few  acres,  from  which 
they  had  never  derived  great  advantage.  And, 
without  any  prejudices  againft  the  colonifts,  or 
in  favour  of  the  natives,  it  may  be  reafonably  bc^ 
lieved/  that  the  greater  part  of  the  enormities  and 
crimes  attributed  to  the  Ipdijans,  originated  pri- 
tharily  from  the  condud:  of  the  European  cn* 
croachers  on ,  their  pofleffions.  *^' /  v.    , .  ',r/^uM  >  I'a 

The  rock  on  which  thefe  firft  colonifts  landed, 
is  ftill  carefully  pointed  out  to  flxangers,    T^t> 

place 
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place  they  called  Plymouth,  in  remembrance  of 
their  native  land.  The  fea  has,  iince  that  time, 
thrown  tip  fand  over  the  rock  to  the  height  of 
twenty  feet.  But  the  tradition  of  the  firft  land- 
ing ftill  preferved  the  knowledge  of  the  precipe 
ipot  on  which  it  took  place.  At  the  dawn  of  the 
revoUition,  the  fand  was  cleared  away  from  it* 
With  no  little  toil,  they  penetrated  at  laft  through 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  fand,  to  the  very  rock. 
The  rock  was  fplit  into  two  parts,  as  it  was  laid 
bare ;  and  this  circumftance  was  regarded  as  an 
unlucky  omen  of  the  political  feparation  of  Ame- 
rica from  England.  The  largeft  half  ftill  remain^ 
in  its  former  Situation  ;  the  other  was,  with  great 
difficulty,  conveyed  to  the  market-place  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  where  it  now  lies.  Both  are 
in  the  ftate  of  rugged  blocks,  without  infcription, 
or  any  thing  of  monumental  form,  fiich  as  might 
indicate  what  is  peculiar  to  them,  and  diftinguifl^ 
them  from  the  many  other  ftones  which  li^ 
around. 

This  rock  which,  from  the  high  veneration 
bellowed  on  it,  naturally  attrafts  the  curiofity  of 
ftrangers,  is,  ^however,  the  only  thing  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  place.  Its  trade  is  confined 
to  the  fifliery.  Seventy  fchooners,  of  from  thirty 
to  forty  tons  burthen  each,  and  two  or  three  of 
one  hundred  tons,  go  the  filhery  ypopi.  thq  bagik  { 

Ibme 
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fome  fiih  on  the  coaft.  The  largeffi  of  thefc 
vcffels  carry  their  cargoes  of  fifh  to  fale  in  Europe, 
or  in  the  Weft  India  ifles.  The  road  is  fcarce 
fufBciently  flickered  from  the  north-eaft  wind; 
and  the  harbour  is  left  dry  by  the  ebbing  tides; 
In  the  beginnirtg  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  all 
the  veflels  belonging  to  this  port,  were  either 
captured  or  burnt  by  the  Englifli.  Their  num- 
ber was  greater  than  that  of  the  veflels  which 
belong  to  it,  at  preftnt ;  and  its  trade  wa^,  then, 
more  confiderable.  I  know  not  but  it  may  be 
the  remembrance  of  what  then  took  place,  which 
now,  lb  much  exalperates  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Plymouth  againft  England.  Artizans,  labourers 
in  hufbandry,  failors,  are  all,  here,  in  a  rage,  againft 
the  late  treaty.  Perfons  of  high  rank  likewife 
declare  againft  it,  though  with  lefs  of  open  and 
indecent  fury.  Jt  is  the  general  voice,  that  AmC; 
rica  ought  to.  form  an  offenfive  and  defenfivc 
league  with  France,  and  to  declare  war  againft 
England.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  been 
affured,  that  the  richer  clafs  of  the  people  are,  for 
the  greater  part,  of  opinion  that  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  political  amity  with  England  is  in* 
difpenfibly  neceffary  to  the  welfare  of  America. 

In  addition  to  the  fifhery,  the  trade  of  Plymouth 
is  in  part  produced  ty  its  forges  and  manufaduresi 
in  irour    The.  wojks  in  which  thefe  manufadlures 

are 
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are  carried  on,  cotxCvR^  in  a  coxvliderable  pr0pot%> 
tion,  of  mill-'niachmeiyy  that  is  put  in  ^notion  4qr 
the  fmall  river  which  here  falls  intoithe  l>ay.  -  Ju& 
j)it-caal  and  iron-Aone,  arc  plentiful ;  from  ei^t^ 
to  an  hundred  men. are  kept  conftantly  at  work 
in  thefe  :inanufa6tures.  The  town  <X)ntains  abouf: 
three  thoufand  inhabitants;  and4!heir  number  is 
annuaHy  augmented. 

The  exports  from  Plymouth  amounted,  iii  the 
year  1791,  to  fifteen  thoufand  qight  himdred 
:and forty-four  dollars;  in  1/02,  to  ibwenty-reigbt 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fiw  dollars ;  in 
1793,  to  twenty-^nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twentyKfeven  dollars;  in  1 794 ,  to  thirty-*five  thou*- 
fand  fo»r  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars ;  in  1 795', 
to  fifty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  dollars,  '      '' 

I  had  a  letter  of  introdu6lion  toGenerdl  War^ 
REN,  an  old,  grey-headed  man,  who  was  much 
employed  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  but 
•rather  for  the  economy  of  the  army,  over  which 
he  had  great  influence,  than  on  account  of  any 
ability  he  could  be  llippcrfed  to  poflefs  f^r  ^lud 
Service  in  the  field.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  and 
vciy  feeble.  His  wife  is  as  old  as  himfclf,  but 
much  more  lively  in  cenverfation.  Xrike  the 
other  ladies  of  America,  Ihe  has  read  a  great  deSl 
Vol.  II.  .  S  on 
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^n  a  rartcty  of  iubjefts.  She  has  even  pu^ifhcd 
piit  or .  two  volumes  of  tales,  which  arc  much 
cfteemcd ;  and  has  written  a  hiffcory  of  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  which  her  hulband  and  flic  have, 
with  great  prudence,  refolved  not  to  fend  to  the 
prefs  while  they  Uve,  but  to  leave  for  publication 
after:  their  death. :  the  truth  may  then,  they  %, 
be  fafely  declared.  In  the  mean  time,  this  work 
has /been  read,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  feveral 
friends,  who  give  it  the  character  of  an  impartial 
and  well- written  work.  This  old  lady,  at  the  age 
of  feventy,  is  truly  interefting;  for  fhe  has  loft 
ncicher  the  activity  of  her  mind,  nor  the  graces 
of  her.perfon ;  though  fhe  ftill  laments  the  death 
of  a  fon  flie  loft  in  the  war,  with  the  fame  ten- 
dcrnefs  and  carneft  forrovv  as  on  the  day  on  which 
he  felL  She  ftill  reads  his  letters,  has  his  portrait 
conftaiitly  in  her  view;  but  notwithftanding  all 
this  fond  attachment  to  hi?  memory,  is  equalljr 
afFeftionate  to  her  iiirviving  children.  One  of 
.thefe,  I  faw  at  the  houfe  of  General  Lincoln,  who 
hadlikewife  fuffered,  during  the  war,  by  thelpfs 
of  his  leg,  in  a  fea-fight,  on  board  a  frigate.  This 
rcfpeftable  lady  is  defcended  from  a  family  who 
are  like  herfelf  diftinguiflied  for  genius  and  lite- 
rature.    She  is  fifter  to  Mr.  Otis,  a  lawyer  of 

great.reputation  in  Maffachufetts,  who  had  a  con- 

fiderable 


TrtE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C»  259 

fiderable  Ihare  in  the  revolution,  and  is  faid  to  be 
a  man  of  great,  merit.  He'  is  father  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  whom  I  mentioned  above. 

Plymouth  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county 
of  the  fame  name,  a  diftrid:  that  contains  twenty- 
nine  thioufand  inhabitants.  The  foil  is  rugged> 
and  riot  very  fertile ;  but  it  is  full  of  iron  .  ores, 
which  fupply  materials  for  very  coniiderable  iron 
manufa<3:ures.  ^ 

DISTRICT  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

The  road  from  Plymouth  hither,  is  tedious  and 
very  imperfed:.     Plymouth  lies  at  the  diftance  of 
not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  New  Bedford ; 
and  both  thefe  towns  belong  to  the  iame  ftate* 
Yet,  fo  rare  is  the  intercourfe  between  them,  that 
no  perfon  in  Plymouth  could  inform  me  of  the 
dire<?lion  o£  the  road  to  New  Bedford,  farther 
than  for  the  firft  fix  miles.   Amidft  continual  en- 
quiries concerning  the  road  which  is  little  ufed, 
and  interfered  by  many  crofs  paths,  I  wandered 
out  of  my  way.     I  was,  befides,  milled  by  the 
milchievous  waggery  of  a  dumb  man,  which  fent 
me  aftfay  five  miles  farther.     But  few  houfes^are 
to  h^  feen  in  this  trad,  and  thefe  lie  at  wide  dif- 
tances  from  one  another.    The  ground  is  rugged, 
and  the  foil  fandy.     The  woods,  which  extend 
all  the  way,  confift  chiefly  of  firs  fuid  birches,  molt 
/;;  S2  >of 
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t)f  which  arc  likely  to  be  burtit  for  charcoal.  The 
burning  of  charcoal  is  the  only  fort  of  induftry  In 
which  the  people .  are  feen  to  be  engaged,  along 
the  'Whole  road.  There  is  abundance  of  iron- 
ftpne,  fufficiently  rich  in  ore  for  working,  here  as 
well  as  at  Plymouth.  There  is  every  where  an 
air  of  poverty,  the  efFe<ft  either  of  a  poor  or  of 
Bnill-Gultivated  foil.  I  had  great  pleafure  in  fall- 
ing in  with  two  negro  families,  who  live  here  on 
fmall  pofleffions  of  their  own,  which  they  main- 
tain in  as  good  a  ftate  of  culture,  as  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  Such  inflances  are  not  rare  in  the 
'ftate  of  MaflaChufetts. 

^  A  heavy  and  inceffant  rain,  by  which  I  was 
wetted  to  the  ikin,  obliged  me  to  halt  at  Mid- 
dleborough,  at  a  fmall  inn,  the  landlord  of  which 
Was  concerned  in  the  iron- works.  The  iron-ore 
is  found  in  Pond  Allovvamfet,  in  rjveat  plenty, 
either  at  the  iurface  or  at  the  depth  of  afingle 
foot  under  water.  This  red  ore  fometimes  con- 
tains a  fourth  part,  fometimes  not  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  pure  iron.  The  ore  is  draped 
from  under  the  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner 
as  ftyfters  are  raifcd  from  the  bank.  It  is  now, 
however,  ranch  lefs  abundant  than  formerly.  A 
man  who,  fifteen  years  fince,  would  have  been 
able  to  gather  two  or  three  tons  in  the  year  by  his 

own  l^our/  caa  now  fcarcely  procure  one  ton. 

Another 
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Another  pond  adjacent  to  Middleborough,  yiclitt 
this  ore  in  greater  quantity ;  but  it  is  deeper,  an4 
confequently  the  ore  is  lefs  eafily  to  be  raifed 
from  its  bottom. 

.  The  maftcrs  at  this  work  earn  forty  dollars  ar 
month  ;  the  common  workmen  are  paid  at  tko 
fame  rate  as  the  labourers  in  hufbandry,  wbiehi 
affords  them  ieven  or  eight  dollars  a  month. 
Land  cofts  two  dollars  an  acre,  unlefs  wheri  it  i^ 
fiippofed  to  contain  iron-ore;  a^nd  in  this  cafe,r 
the  price  is  higher  or  lower,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  its  richnefs  in  pre.  This  inn  {lauds  at 
eighteen  miles  diftance  from  Plymputh,  Its  bed^ 
Were  full  of  workmen  from  the  forges  and  nail- 
makers ;  but  the  landlord  prqmifcd  me  a  bed  as 
foon  as  the  rain  fliould  ceafe.  Th,€  rain  conti;njae4 
to  fall,  till  it  was  too  late  to  reach  New  Bq<iyfo^di 
that  night;  I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  halt,  a^tc* 
travelling  five  miles  farther,  at  an  inn  of  nicfcir 
appearance^  which  hunger  ai|d  fatigue  n[iada  mo 
rcgjard  as  con^fortaWe. 

Next  day  about  noon,  \  entered  I^ew  Bedford, 
It  is  not  above  thirty  years  fince  this  town  was 
founded.  It  was  o^e  of  thofe  places  which  fof-  . 
feted  the  moft  during  the  war  of  the  revoiu-; 
tion.  Ships,  warehoyfcs,  dwelUng-hpufes,  wercal) 
l)«rB!t  by  the  Pijjgfilh.  The  loffes  which  the  town 

Sa  fuffcred, 
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fiiffercd>  exceeded  three  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Trade  did  not  foon  revive ;  but  is 
now,  hovsrever,  at  a  greater  height  than  ever. 

The  diftridt  of  New  Bedford  comprehends  five 
fhiall  fea-port  tovms— New  Bedford,  Weftport, 
Rochefter,  Wareham,.  and  Dartmouth.  The  four 
kft  of  thefe  are,  properly  fpeaking,  only  docks  for 
fhip^building.  Moft  of  the  Ihips  built  in  them 
find  immediate  fale,  either  at  New  Bedford  or  in 
fome  other  harbour  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  There  belong,  at  prefent,  to  thofc  few 
towns,  twenty  veflels,  of'  from  thirty  to  eighty 
tons  burthen  each,  which  are  employed  in  the 
coafting-trade,  all  except  two  or  three,  which  go 
to  the  fifhery  upon  the  great  bank.  New  Bed- 
ford is  a  place  of  greater  trade  than  the  others ; 
builds  more  veflels ;  and  has  a  good  road,  which 
is  at  leaft  excellently  flieltered  from  the  eaftwind, 
The  land  round  Nev/  Bedford  is,  in  general,  far 
froni  fertile ;  and  there  are  many  other  fea-port 
tovsms  on  the  coafl:  of  Maflachufetts.  The  ex- 
ports from  this  place  are  therefore  confined  to 
fruit,  pulfe,  maize,  faltedfleffi  and  fifh,  with  fome 
coarfe  iron- work.  Thefe  veflels  arc  not  always 
freighted  from  this  port,  but  are  ufuaily  hired'  by 
the  merchants  belonging  to  it.  Thofe  from  New 
Bedford  are  engaged  chiefly  in  the  whale-fi&ery, 

*        which 


THE  UNITED  STATEST^  CAKAl^A^  &C.  ^63 

which  is  confid^rably  focccfsful  nigh  the  iiland 
o£  IJJantucket,  at  five  and  twenty  miles  diftance 
from  New  Bedford- 

New  Bedford  employs,  at  pfefent,  twelve  vdf- 
fels  in  the  fifliery,  each  from  one  hiiad^d  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  and  feVei^ty  tons  ^arthe&r 
Nantucket  fends  out  thirty  veflcls ;  Bofloli>  two, 
or  three ;  Ehode-Ifland,  one. 

•    THE  WHALE-FISHERY. 

Whales  arc  found  on  the  cpaft  of  Brazil,  and 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  the  fame  latitudes,  in  the- 
Weft  Indian  Seas,  and  as  far  eaftward  as  to.the^ 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  th6  eighteenth  to  the. 
twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude.  The  mode  inj 
which  they  are  taken,  is  well  known  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve the  information  l^am  enabled  to  offer  pof- 
&IIes  fomc  Ihare  of  novelty. 

The  deftination  of  the  filhing- voyages  is  £<r 
fettled,  that  the  return  of  the  Ihips  is  expeded. 
wi^m  thi5  courfe  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  mpjaths' 
after  their  departure.     The  fifliing  is  not  always, 
alike  luccefsful.     But,  it  never  fails  to  afford  the 
owners  a  profit  of  at  leaft  twjsnty  per  cent  upoa 
the  adventure,  the  expences  of  fitting  out  which . 
are  very  confiderable.     Befidc  the  coft  of  the  vefr , 
fel,  there  are  alfo  %o  be  reckoned,  the  expencc  . 
of  tyrp  bpats^  of  lines^  K^upoons,  axesj  kettles,  bar* 
.    %  S4  reh 
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mis  -vti^  iron  hoops>  andprovifions  for  tic  oscw, 
fehthe  aifaemfit  of  five  &f  fix  thousand  doHaus. 
The  crew  receive  no  wages,  Ikit  have  a  certain 
^re  6(  the  bkbfedr.  The  captain  has^  a  fifth 
^t ;  the  pildt  *  five^and-fortietii,  or  a^  ftrtietft 
pastt  of  what  they  taffee.  A  veflel  of  two  hundred 
4Ji(f  fifty  toils  bn^lhen  will  return  with  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  or  two  hundred  and  twenty  ton^  of 
blubber,  befide  the  whalebone.  In  17Q3,  the 
medium  price  of  blubber,  or  whale-oil,  was  fixty- 
l&fe  dollars^  a  tari.  The  blubber  of  the  fpermaccti- 
^!ialc^  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dottats  a 
fon*  J  that  of  other  whales^  fifty-five  dollars  a  ton ; 
fhcfe  kft  are  very  pJentafol  in  the  feas.  The  price 
i^ndW  twice  as  rnuch.  The  >Qcre&fe  oi  price  is 
<JWing^  to  ^ttc  cxtraordinaty  demand  for  tr^n^oil 
said  lpermaceti-can<fles,  and  to  th6  fmall  num- 
ber of  the  Ihips,  which  have  fetely  gone  from 
Etirdpe  upon  the  whale  filhfei^r.  The6aptams 
ftfoCts  from  a  fiiccelsful  voyage  amount?  to  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  btlndred  dollars  for  com- 
jliioji  years,  but  at  prefent  to  between  ievchteen 
and  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 
'  A  fbip  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  is  manned 
\irtth  a  crew  6f  fifteen  perfonsi  Of  thefe,  twelve 
man  the  tv^o  boats  in  the  purfoit  of  the  whaler ; 
w&ile  the  other  three  reniain  oA  t>o^d;  Larger 
▼efiels  have  a  third  ho^t  an4  im^  ^ddki^ud  hands* 
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The  blubber^  wliicb  has  been  barrelled  at  fea*  is 
to  be  again  put  into  frefh  barrels^  and  cleared 
from  a  fediment  that  is  formed  in  the  barrels,  be-<« 
fore  it  be  carried  to  market ;  for  though  the.fedi-> 
ment  be  as  fit  as  the  xdk  foe  uie  in  the  ibap- workst 
jet  the  oil  in  which  it  appears  is  regarded  as  of 
inferior  quality  in  the  European  market.  This 
fediment,  and  a  fort  of  white  flefb,  which  i* 
found  in  the  head  and  belly  of  the  whale^  are 
then  fqueezed  in  a  preis.  A  new  quantity  of  oil 
of  the  beflr  quality  is  thus  obtained.  The  refi- 
due,  which  remains  after  the  firfl:  prefBng,  is  put 
again  into  th^  prefs,  and  more  forcibly  fqueezed 
than  before.  It  affords,  a  certain  quantity  of  oil ;, 
and  it  is  the  produce  of  this  laft  fqueezing  which^ 
after  undergoing  a  boiling,  is  poured  into  moulds^ 
and  forms  fpermaceti  candles.  Thefe  are  fold 
for  half  a  dollar  a  pound.  Thofe  which  are  fpcr- 
maceti-fiihes  yield  this  mattei  in  great  quantity,. 
In  tiieir  heads  alone  there  arp  often  five  or  fix  tons 
of  this  matter ;  though  the  other  whales  have  the, 
head  differently  compofed,  and  do  not  afford 
above  a  quarter  of  a  toijt  out  of  each  head.  Thus 
ail  whales  yield  more  or  lefs  of  this  matter  which 
is  fo  much  vdued  as  a  material  for  candles. 

The  veflfek  for  the  fifhery  are  built  without  any 
very  remarkable  pecu  liarity  of  flrafture.  Only, 
Acxe  ftands,  between  the.njafts;  a  great  catddtpn 

for 
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for  the  making  of  the  oil,  and  the  openings  on 
the  decks  are  made  unufually  wide,  in  order  that 
the  barrels  may  be  the  more  eafily  moved  up  and 
down.  The  oil,  when  it  is  hot,  is  apt  to  pene- 
Jtrate  and  injure  the  wood  of  a  newly  built  veflel; 
and,  on  this  account,  it  is  ulual  to  fend  Ihips  on 
a  voyage  or  two  to  Europe  before  employing  them 
in  the  whale-fifher}\  Thofe  merchant^,  who  are 
concerned  in  this  fifliery,  are  accuftoined  to  pur- 
cKafc  velTds  which  have  been  built  two  or  three 
years.  The  alterations  neceflary,  to*  fit  them  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fifheiy,  are  inconfiderable.  ' 

From  all  that  I  had  heard  or  read,  I  was  lead 
to  thiiik  the  whale-fiftiery  to  be  a  very  perilous 
employment  to  tl>e  men  who  are  engaged  in  it. 
They  muft  itaeet,  as  I  ihould  have  fuppofed,  with 
many  unhappy  accidents.  I  have,  however,  been 
^flured  of  the  contrary.  The  fleet  from  Nan-' 
tucket,  confifting  of  thirty  veflels,  did  not  lofe; 
laft  year,  a  fingle  man ;  this  year  they  have  loft 
but  two  men.  People  here  can  fcarcely  recoUcft 
a  fingle  inftance  of  any  perfon  lofing  his  life  from 
any  accident  in  the  fifliery.  Neither  here  nor  in 
Nantucket  can  any  infl:ance  be  mentioned  of  a 
man's  having  been  killed  or  hurt  by  any  of  the 
whales.  The  boats  are  indeed,  often  overturned 
by  the  whales. .    ^  .     .,     . 

Hudfon's  B^y,  and  the  ieas  ^djaowit  to  the 

coafts 
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coafts  of  Greenland  and  Labrador,  abound  more 
than  the  fbuthern  feas,  in  whales,  and  thofe  of  a 
larger  fize,  and  fiich  as  afford  oil  of  a  better  qtia^ 
lity.  But  the  ice,  which  floats  there  in  vaft 
maffes,  renders  the  fifhing  much  more  dangerous 
in  thefe  northern  latitudes.  One  of  theie  mafles 
of  ice  ftriking  againft  a  Ihip  is  fufficieiit  to  dafli 
it  in  pieces.  Befides,  the  Ihips  cannot  remain  at 
iea,  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time,  upon  the 
coafts.  Some  American  Ihips  repair  to  that 
fifliery  as  they  return  from  Europe ;  but,  in  ge- 
neral, the  whale-filhery  in  the  northern  feas  is 
abandoned  to  the  European  filhermen. 

Although  the  filhery  on  the  coafts  of  Africa 
and  the  Brazils  be  ftill  fufficiently  fuccefsful,  yet 
it  is  thought  that  the  numbers  of  the  whales  in 
thoie  parts  begin  to  be  diminilhed.  The  reafbn 
affigned  for  this  is,  that  fuch  a  number  of  the  fe- 
males of  this  ipcciesare  annually  deftroyed,  with- 
out which  the  youpg  ones  can  neither  be  pro- 
duced nor  nourifhed  immediately  after  the  birth. 
(The  Englifh  call  the  males,  females,  and  young 
of  the  whale, — bulls,  cows,  and  calves)  .'^    •-    ^ 

Twenty  years  fince,  whales  were  conliderably 
numerous  on  the  coafts  of  America.  Even  within 
thefe  fix  or  feven  years,  whales  were  to  be  found 
here,  though  not  in  luch  numbers  as  formerly. 
At  prefent,  it  is  thought  a  very  remarkable  oc- 
currence. 
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eiurrencc,   if  one  fhouM  happen  to  be  feen  in 

thcfc  parts.     The  whales  have  been  frightened 

entirely  away,  fo  that  two  or  three  ^ihips  can 

Hardly  procure  a  tolerable  freight  for  the  feafon, 

by  fifhing  in  thefe  fe.as.     The  fpermaceti-whales 

hive  been  found  chiefly  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  on 

the  coafts  of  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  in  the  Pa- 

?:ific  Ocean,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Peru  and  Chili. 

Train-oil  and  fpermaceti-candles  are  brought 

into  different  fea-ports  of  America  by  fliips  be-« 

longing  to  New  Bedford,  which  has  alfo  two  or 

three  veflels  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe, 

Twenty  Ihips  belonging  to  the  hmc  ports  aref 

conftantly  engaged  in  the  coafting^trade.     But 

this  laft  trade  is  fo  languid  that  the  cuftom-houfe 

dues  arifing  from  it,  for  the  firft  nine  months  of 

the  year  1795,  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 

nineteen  dollars.     During  the  whole  year  1 790, 

it  yielded  but  one  himdred  and  fifty*fix  dollars, 

As  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  exports  from  New 

Bedford ;   the  value  of  thefe  was,  in  the  year 

1791,  twenty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 

forty-four  dollars;  in  the  year  1792,  twenty-feven 

thoufand  oAc  hundred  and  fcventy-fix  dollars; 

in  1798,  twenty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 

and  forty-four  dollars;  in  1794,  eiglhty-two  thou* 

iand  and  eighty-five  dollars;  in  1795,  fixty-two 

thouiand.two  hundred  and  two  dollars* 

The 
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TThc  hatbour  lies  at  the  diftance  of  eight  .m&c^s 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Acchuffnet.  The 
anchorage  is  excellent.  That  vpart  of  the  breadth 
of  the  river,  which  is  navigable  to  veflels  of  a 
certain  burthen  up  to  the  town,  is  very  narrow ; 
the  reft  of  the  river  being  very  Ihallow,  and  fiill 
of  rocks.  The  harbour  is  befides  prote<3:€d  by  a 
fort,  beyond  which  fhips  entering  it  cannot  pro- 
ceed more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  river 
Acchuffnet  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  the 
fame  name.  This  bay  has  alfo  a  communication 
with  Buzzard  Bay,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
bay  of  Cape  Cod  by  an  ifthmus'  of  the  breadth  of 
three  or  four  miles.  There  is  a  projed:  for  cut- 
ting  a  canal  through  the  ifthmus. 

The  trade  of  New  Bedford  is  almoft  all  in  the 
hands  of  Quakers.  About  one-half  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  of  this  feA.  l^'hey  are,  in  general,  an 
honcft,  frank,  orderly,  fet  of  people.  I  received 
a  pretty  full  account  of  them  from  William 
^ftOjasF.  He  is  proprietor  of  fix  veffels.  His  femily 
has  b^en,  for  fome  generations,  engaged  here  in 
trade.  '  With  the  moft  obliging  Teadinefs  to  fa- 
tisfy  any  enq\ilries  which  arc  made  of  him,  he 
joins  an  uncommon  clearnefs  of  ideas.  'His  fefeher 
is  one  of  thofc  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  whom 

r 

M.  De  Calon5?e  invited  to  Dunkirk,  to  intro* 

» 

dace  the  buiincls  of  the  whalc-filhefy  into  France; 
•     '"  In 


'  « 
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In  1786,  Ruih  began  the  bufinefs  of  the  whale- 
fifhery  at  Dunkirk,  with  not  more  than  two  Ihips ; 
and,  in  the  year  1793,  no  fewer  than  forty  fliips 
failed  from  Dunkirk  to  the  whale-fifhery.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  trade  and  mercantile  opulence 
were  rapidly  increafing  in  France,  at  the  time 
when  the  revolution  commenced,  and  the  prefent. 
\var  broke  out»     When  liberty  Ihall  be  fecurely 

'>  and  permanently  eftablilhed  in  France,  that  ac- 
tivity, which  is  a  well-known  charadlerillic  of  li- 

^^  berty,  will  be  much  more  alive  than  evqr,  to  the 
improvement  of  every  branch  of  induftry  and 
commerce.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  will  then  take 
a  part  in  whatever  can  augment  the  honourable 
opulence  of  the  land ;  and  our  country  will  be 
raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity. 

This  worthy  Rufh,  who  is  now  fixty-fiv45  years 
of  age,  has  all  the  aftivity  of  a  young  man.  He 
went  to  France  with  ftrong  prejudices  againft  it ; 

-  -yet,  nothing  lefs  than  the  crimes  and  difordefs 
which  he  there  witneffed  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  him  4eave  that  country  and  return 
to  America.  He  loyes  the  charadcr,  the  fptightly 
,  manners,  the  mode  of  doing  bufmeis,  which  pre- 
vail among  the  French  nation.  He  is  jileafed 
.  with  the  integrity  of  the  French  merchants,  and 
delighted  with  the  climate  of  France.  He  fpeaks, 
in  Ihort^  as  a  Frenchman;  but^  he  abhors  the 

crimes 
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crimes  which  have  attended  the  revolution.  Of 
its  excefles  he  judges  for  himfelf  with  tendernels, 
.yet  with  difcernment. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  BEDFORD;  COUNTY  OF  BRIS- 
TOL; VALUE  OF  PRODUCTS,  AND  OF  LABOUR. 

In  the  country  round  New  Bedford,  where  the 
foil  is,  in  general,  of  moderate  fertility,  confider- 
able  numbers  of  oxen  are  annually  fattened  for  the 
fupply  of  provilions  to  the  Ihips  in  the  harbour, 
'and  to  thofe  even  which  belong  to  Nantucket* 
Land  cofts  from  twelve  to  eighteen  dollars  an 
acre.  Beef  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  iix- pence  a  pound. 
Flour  is  here  fcarce,  as  well  as  in.  all  the  other 
fmall  towns  of  Maflachufetts.  It  cofts  at  prefent 
from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a  barrel. '  The 
bread  is  commonly  made  of  maize  and  barley; 
and  this  is  indeed  the  ullial  bread  throughout  the 
whole  ftate.  Bifcuit  is  the  only  wheaten  bread 
to  be  found  in  the  inns.     The  wages  of  all. forts 

• 

of  ordinary  labourers  are  at  the  rate  of  from  eight 
to  nine  dollars  a  month.  Ships  coft  from  fpjty 
to  forty-two  dollars  a  ton.  New  Bedford  lies  in 
the  county  of  Briftol,  of  which  the  head-town 
is  Taunton.  This  county  contains,  about  thirty- 
eight  thoufand.  inhabitants,  and  is  remarkable  for 
the  great  abundance  of  iron-ore  which  it  affords. 

*  *  '  ~ 

A  copper-mine  was  here  lately  openecl  for  the  jfirft 
time. 

RHODE 
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.  RHODE-ISLAND—NEWpORT.-MR.  ELEM. 

'  The  road  from  New  Bedford  to  Rhode-Ifland/ 
like  that  from  Plymouth,  is  rugged  with  rocks 
and  loofe  ftones,  and  leads  through  a  hilly  traft 
of  country.  You  pals  through  the  townlhip  of 
Weftport,  and  near  that  part  of  the  river  where 
veffels  are  built,  which  take  in  their  cargo  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  below.  Only  two  fchooners 
belonged  to  this  port ;  but  of  thefe  one  has  been 
recently  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Salem,  on  its 
return  from  a  voyage  to  the  province  of  Maine. 

The  boundaries  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland 
commence  at  the  diftance'of  three  miles  on  this 
fide  of  the  bay,  at  a  place  called  ufually.  E^ft  Paf- 
fage,  where  it  is  propofed  to  build  a  bridge  for 
the  purpofe  of  conneAing  the  ifland  with  the 
main  land.  This  paflage  is  not  broad,  and  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  thirty  feet.  But,  the  tide 
flows  and  ebbs  with  liich  a  ftrength  of  current, 
that  the  toil  of  crefting  the  bridge  cannot  but  be 
extremely  difficult,  and  it  will  be  no  eafy  talk 
to  give  it  perfeft  liability. 

This  ifland  exhibits  a  continued  fucceflion  of 
meadows  and  fields  of  maize.  Barley  is  likewifc 
produced  here  in  confiderable  abimdance.  The 
breweries  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  fumifli 
aa  advantageous  market  for  this  laft  article.  For- 
merly 
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merly  this  ifland  was  extenfivcly  covered  with 
fruit-trees  and  other  wood.     But  thefe  the  Erig* 
lilh  deftroyed  during  the  war.     The  foil  is  light, 
fandj,  andi  in  general,  unimproved  by  manure 
or  ikilful  tillage.     The  medium  produce  of  the 
medows  is  a  ton  of  hay  per  acre;  the  ground 
under  tillage  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five*  bufheb 
of  maize,  or  one  hundred  buihels  of  potatoes* 
There  are  inftances  of  greater  produce ;  but  thefe 
occur  orily  where  particular  land-holders  have  col* 
tirated  their  ground  with  unufualintelligence  and 
care.     In  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  where 
dung  can  be  purchafcd  for  the  ieafy  expcnce  of 
half  a  dollar  the  ton,  the  land  is  more  plentifully 
manured,  and,  in  confequencc  of  this,  yields  even 
to  the  amount  of  ninety  bulhcls  of  maize  per  acre» 
But,  fuch  inftances  are  rare,  and  occur  only  where 
the  foil  is  both  naturally  rich  and  well  improved 
by  manure  and  tillage.    The  common  extent  of 
the  farms  is  feventy  acres.     Some  finall  number 
of  them  contain  two  hundred  acres ;  and  three  pt 
four,  even  four  hundred  acres. 

The  farrn  of  Samuel  Elem,  to  whom  I  had 
a  letter  from  William  Rufli,  is  foiu:  hundred  acres 
in  extent.  He  is  the  only  farmer  in  the  iiland 
who  does  not  perfonally  labour  upon  his  own 
ground.  He  is  an  Englilhman,  from  Yorklhirc. 
He  came  hither  as  a  merchant  before  the  revolu- 

Vol.  II.  T  tion. 
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tion..     The  kngth  of  his  neceflkry  flay  gave  him 
a  fondnefs  for  the  country^  aiid  inclined  him  to 
iettle  in  it.     He  lives  in  a  fmig  fmall  houfe,  five 
miles  from  Newpdrty  and  near  to  Eaft  Paffage* 
Agriculture  is  the  only  bufinefs  that  he  now  fo^ 
lows.     He  does  not  boaft  of  having  found  it,  as . 
yet,  very  profitable.     But,  he  finds  the  conditloH 
df  life  agreeable,  and  fufficiently  fufccptibk  of 
improvement  from  his  turn  for  curious  obferva- 
tion,  and  his  attention  to  the  procefles  of  naturcr 
This  faxm,  on  which  he  ha&  been  fettled  thefe  fix 
years,  begins  to  be  in  a  good  ftate  of  cultivatioft. 
The  ftone  fences-  inclofittg  his  fields  are  higher 
arid,  better  than  any  I  have  feen  in  MafTachuietts. 
His  nieadows  are  in  a  ftate  of  improvement  and 
fertility,  Avbich  is  confiderably  profitable.     But 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  labourers  ftands  greatly 
in  the  way  of  all  agricultural  improvenients  ih 
thefe  parts.     As  Mr.  Elena  is  the  only  farmer  in 
the  ifland  who  does  not  labour  with  his  own 
hands,  fo  he  often  meets  with  a  contradiftory 
fpirit  in  his  working-people,  who  are  apt  to  think, 
that  their  toil  muft  make  them  more  jflcilful  in 
hrufbandry  than  their  idle  mafter.     His  cows  and 
jotxtn  arc  diftinguilhed  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
left  of  the  ifland,  which,  however,  are,  in  general^ 
very  good.    His  Iheep  are  of  the  beft  fort.    Their 
-wool  is  eafily  fold-at  the  price  of  a  quarter  of  a 

dollar 
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dollar  the  pound>  and  each  fleece  yields  two 
pounds  and  a  half.  In  iummer  he  keeps  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  In 
winter  rtduces  this  number  to  fixty*  From  the 
&ft  of  December  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  he 
keeps  his  cows  and  oxen  in  ftalls ;  but  that  is 
not  the  general  pradlice  of  the  farmers  m  the 
ifland.  Either  from  poverty  or  prejudice,  moft 
of  them  have  no  cow-houfes»  They  put  up  their 
hay  in  the  meadows ;  and  give  daily,  in  winter, 
a  certain  quantity  of  it  to  the  cattle  in  the  open 
fields.  There  falls  fo  little  fnow  in  the  ifle,  that 
no  great  harm  feeras  to  refiilt  from  this  pra<ftice. 
Only  the  horfes  and  the  milch-cows  are  ftalled  ' 
in  wintefv 

The  cheele  of  Rhode  Ifland  is  famous  througlb- 
out  all  America ;  but  the  only  cheefe  which  thefe 
parts  now  furnilh  for  exportation  is  from  the  ifles 
of  Connanicut  and  Block>  which  make  part  of 
this  ftate.  On  Rhode-Ifland  itfclf,  few  of  the  far- 
mers keep  fuch  a  number  as  to  produce  more 
cheefe  than  is  neceffary  for  their  domeftic  ufe. 

The  following  reafbns  are  affigned  for  the  po- 
verty of  the  farmers  of  Rhode-lfland,  It  iis  uiiial 
for  the  young  people,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  to 
leave  the  family  of  their  parents,  and  to  go  into 
the  fervice  of  others.  The  parents  find  it  vain  to 
endeavour  to  detain  them ;  for,  if  not  permitted 

T2  to 
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to  do  as  others  do,  they  will  not  work  at  'home. 
In  confcquence,  other  labourers  are  to  be  hired ; 
and  that  accumulation  of  ftock  is  materklly  hin- 
dered which  might  be  bcft  produced  by  the  joint 
labour  of  a  whole  family,  without  hired  affiftance* 
Befides,  fo  many  are  difpofed  to  become  farmers 
for  th^mfelves,  even  without  any  adequate  ftock, 
that  labourers  are  not  to  be  procured  for  any  rea- 
fojiable  hire,  even  in  cafes  of  the  moft  urgent  nc- 
ceffity.  2.  It  is  a  difad vantage  alfo  to  the  agri- 
culture of  this  territory,  that  it  is  every  where  ad- 
jacent to  the  fca.  The  young  people  have,  i» 
confcquence  of  this,  been  long  accuftomed  to  pre- 
fer a  feafaring  life  to  hufbandry,  becaufe  the  for- 
mer affords  higher  w^ages  in  money,  and  is  more 
grateful  to  the  roving  fpirit  of  inexperienced  youth- 
Even  the  rcfident  farmers  are  tempted  to  join  the 
fiihing  with  the  toils  of  huibandry,  as  the  fifhing 
affords,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  a  very  plentiful 
fupply  for  the  nqurifhment  of  their  families.  They, 
confequently,  take  little  care  to  improve  the  foil 
to  its  higheft  pitch  of  cultivation.  The  fame 
thing  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  along  all  the 
iea-coaft  of  America.  3 .  There  is  a  want  of  a 
.regular  and  profitable  market  for  the  fuperfluous 
produce  of  the  ifle.  There  is,  indeed,  a  market- 
place in  the  town  of  Newport;  but  the  farmers 
rarely  bring  their  grain  hither  for  fale;  nor  do 
.  •  thofe 
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thofe  who  arc  in  want  of  it  refort  to  this  market 
to  fupply  themfelves.     The  farmers  bring  their 
flefh,  corn,  beans,  and  pcafe  to  the  town,  and 
there  place  it  in  houfes  for  fale.     When  pikr- 
chafers  do  not  appear,  as  is  often  the  cafe;    the 
<juantity  is  far  from  being  fufficiently  confidet-* 
able  to  become  an  objeft  of  commercial  Ipccu- 
lation  for   foreign   export,    to   the    mer<^hantS. 
4.  There  is  fuch  ar^  extreme  fcarcity  of  wood, 
that  no  farmer  who  is  in  want  of  it,  can  fiip|)ly 
himfelf  at  a  lefs  price  than  four  or  five  dollars  a 
cord-     In  confequence  of  this  want  of  trees,  the 
whole  ifland  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  winds> 
which  often  blow  over  it  with  a  veiy  troublefome 
violence.     There  has  been  a  remarkable  differ- 
ence in  the  produce  of  fruit  upoii  the  farms  of 
this  ifle,  ever  finc6  the  great  trees  were'  deftroyed 
by  the  Eaglifh  during  the  war.     5.  The  cleftions 
t6  all  places   in  the   government,   and  to  the 
legiflative  reprefentation,  are  renewed  every  fix 
nrionths ;    and  the  frequent  journies  and  public 
meetings  which  thefe  occafion,  IceHi  to  with- 
draw the  attention  of  thefe  people,  in  too  great  st 
degree,  from  their  hufbandry.     6.  Laftly,  the 
people  of  Rhode- Ifland  are  fingularly  illiterate. 
Scarcely  has  the  whole  ifland  a  fingle  well-coii- 
Awfted  free-fchool ;  fuch  is  the  opposition  of  pre* 
ytx^t  to  every  thing  of  this  nature.     The  public 
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records  of  the  fmall  ftatc  of  Rhode-Ifland  arc  in 
greater  diforder  than  thofe  of  any  one  elfe ;  and 
this,  dlforder  is  a  primary  caufe  of  the  ignorance 
of  its  inhabitants :  fo  that  all  their  defe<fts  in  ^ 
relpecft  of  knowledge,  are  plainly  to  be  charged 
to  the  mifconduft  of  their  rulers. 

The  price  of  land  varies,  throughout  this  ifland, 
from  five  and  twenty  to  five  and  thirty  dollars  an 
^cre.  It  has  remained  the  fame  for  thcfe  fix 
years ;  and  its  rife  feems  to  be  prevented  by  the 
exorbitant  price  of  labour.  In  the  townlhip  of 
Newport,  land  is  fold  fomewhat  dearer  than 
clfewhere. 

Approaching  Newport,  you  fee  the  heights 
where  the  Englifh  long  remained,  when  they 
were  raafters  of  the  town.  They  feized  thofe; 
heights  at  the  moment  of  their  landing. 

Newport  is  accounted  the  chief  town  of  the 
ftate  of  Rhode-Iflar^d.  It  is  the  moft  ancient ; 
the  .deputies  of  the  ftate  hold  their  aflfemblies  in 
it :  but  Providence  is  more  populous,  and  carries 
on^a  morq  confiderablc  trade.  Befdj-p  the  war, 
there  were  in  Newport  teii  thpufand  inhabitants ; 
in  Providenqs,  not  more  than  one  thoufand. 
Providence  now  contains  feven  thoufand ;  New- 
port, but  five  thoiifand  inhabitants.  Many  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  of  Newport  have  defcrtcd  it. 
A  number  of  families  forfajking  this  town  in  tte 

time 
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time  of  the  revolution,  while  it  was  in  the  pof* 
feffion  of  the  Englilh,  retired  to  Providence,  and 
fettling  thetc,  have  never  fince  been  induced  te 
.<jhange  their  refidence.  Thofc,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  we^e  attached  to  the  caufe ,  of  ^  Eng- 
land, went  away  with  the  Englilh  troops,  wheni 
thefe  wcrp  obliged  to  evacuate  the  iiland.  Poli-^ 
tical  diffentions,  which  long  dijfl:rad:ed  Rhode-^ 
J[fland>  contributed  farther  to  this  defertion  of 
Newport.  It  is  only  within  thefe  laft  two  or 
three  years,'  that  its  trade  has  begun  to  revive. 
It  has  twelve  veffels  of  fome  confiderable  bur- 
then, engaged  iifi  the  trade  to  Europe ;  two  or 
fhree  which  fail  to  the  coafi  of  Guinea  for  car- 
goes of  negroes,  which  they  bring  for  fale  to  Geor- 
gia and  the  Weft-India  ifles ;  forty  more,  which 
are  employed  in  the  coafting- trade,  and  fail  only 
(ox  the  colonics.  The  coafling- trade  is  that  which 
the  people  of  this  town  chiefly  prefer.  Th^ 
amount  of  the  exports  from  Newport  was,  in 
1 70 1 J  of  the  value  of  twb  hundred  and  feventeen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  j 
m  1 792,  two  huxvdred  and  fixty  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thlrty-feven  dolkrs ;  in  1793,  two 
hundred  and  forty^feven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  in  1794,  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thoufand.  one  hundred  an^  ninety-five  dol- 
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lars;  in  1705,  three  hundred  and  ferenteen  thoU'' 
jl^nd  eight  hundred  and  fixty  dollars. 

Barley  is  the  principal,  article  of  agricultural 
pi:oducc,  which  it  iurnifhes  for  exportation.  The 
iiles  of  Connanicut,  Patiericf,  and  a  third  that 
lies  in  the  bay,  are .  ufiially  Ibwn  with  corn,  in 
preference  to  any  other  article  of  crop.  Some 
little  wood  fkom  that  part  of  the  ftate  which  is 
contiguous  to  the  main-land,  as  well  as  in  an 
^.djacent  part  of  Maflaichufetts ;  and  large  quan- 
tities of  fl^,  an  article  much  cultivated  here; 
are  annually  exported  out  of  Newport.  The  bar' 
ley  exported  from  Rhode- Ifland,  i3  freighted  rather 
on  board  the  Ihips  from  Providence,  than  in  thofe 
irom  Newport..  The  Ihips  from  Providence  carry 
It'  fchiefly  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  from  which 
t^itey  'bririg,  in  return,  other  cargoes,  either  to 
fome.portin  the  United  States,  to  Europe,  or 
to  the  Weft-India  ifles. 

The  houfes  of  'Newport  are  almoft  all  very 
ftnall,  and  miferably  bad :  they  are  of  wood,  and 
not  painted.  In  the  town,  every  thing  wears  the 
appearance  of  decay  ;  but  the  harbour  has<a  fliew 
of  opulence  and  adtivc  commerce.  The  vicinity 
of  the  fea,  the  fpadoufnefs  and  fecurity  of  the 
road,  its  eafinels  of  acceis,  and  its  convenient 
fituation,  render  it  a  veiy  commodious  fliclfcer  for 

.    .  veffcls 
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veffels  going  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  main- 
land of  America,  towards  the  northern,  or  from 
the  north  Southwards.  It  is  indeed  more  frc* 
quented  than  any  other  port,  by  foreign  iliips. 
Newport,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  fccms  to  be 
naturally  deftined  to  become  a  harbour  for  ihips 
(of  war,  whenever  the  United  States  Ihall  aifiime 
the  con^quencc  of  a  Naval  Power-  It  will  then, 
tio  doubt,  be  more  carefully  fortified,  than  at  pre- 
ffent.  A  fort  on  Goat-Ifland,  and  a  battery  on 
the  oppcviite  fhdrCr  are  the  only  means  of  defence 
3which  it  poflefles  zt  prefent,  and  are  certanily  ina- 
4equ9^te  to  jproted:  its  entrance.  The  firft  power 
with  which  the  States  Ihould  be  at  war,  would 
^nd  thefe  unable  to  oppofe  any  naval  force  which  ^ 
it  ihould  fend  to  occupy  the  harbour.  Goat- 
Ifland  has  been  ceded  by  the  flate  of  Rhode- Ifland 
to  the  United  States. 

In  Rhode-Ifland  there  is  the  fame  freedom 'of 
«ligious  worfhip  and  opinions,  as  in  Pennlylvania. 
Baptifts  and  Quakers  are  th^  mofl  prevailing  feds ; 
but  the  people  in  general,  in  this  illand,  are  far 
from  being  religious  overmuch.  In  the  whole  ifland, 
Tjvhich  isififtcen  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad, 
there  is  no  church,  except  at  Newport ;  and  to 
Jhis  the  country-people  do  not  refort  above  four 
.times  in  the  year.  The  people  of  this  flate  arc 
jreputed  to  be  indolent,  quarrelfbme,  and  litigious. 

Thefe 
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Thefc  faults  of  charader,  if  juftly  imputed;  arc 
fujSicient  to  account  for  their  poverty.  There  is 
faid  to  be  a  great  uncertainty  of  political  opinions 
in  Rhode-lfland ::  they  were  not  unfavourable  to 
the  abominable  tyranny  of  Robefpicrre ;  they  arc 
far  lefe  friendly  to  France  fince  the  guilt  of  that 
tyranny  has .  been  fupprcfled,  and  order  reftored. 
Before  the  war,  there  were  many  opulent  inha- 
bitaitts  in  Rhode-lfland :  at  preient,  only  the  niins 
of  their  houies,  and  the  traces  of  their  former  in- 
cloiures,  remain  to  be  feen.  The  hou&s  are  either 
deiblate,  or  i^re  inhabited  in  their  leaft  ruinous 
parts,  by  people .  who,  on  account  of  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  capitals,  their  diflike  to  labour,  and 
many  other  rea^ns,  are  much  inferior  in  condi- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  other  p^rts  of  New  Eng- 
land* 

In  the  high-church  of  Newport,  there  is  a  mor 
nument  erefted  by  the  order  of  Louis  the  fix- 
teen  th,  to  the  Chevalier  de  Tebnay.  He  was 
commander  of  the  fleet  which  conveyed  M.  Ro'- 
CHAMBEAU  a/id  the  French  army  to  America. 
He  died  at  Newport  in  the  year  1 780.  The  in? 
fcription  is  in  a  very  Ample  iiyle,  and  fpeaks  vcjy 
much  in  honoUr  of  M.  de  Tcrnay. 

The  State  of  Rhode-lfland  is  very  proud  o( 
having  given  birth  to  General  Green,  one  of  the 
greateft,  if  not  abfolutely  the  gre^t^fl:^  of  Aw*' 
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xxcan  generals.     He  was,  by  birth,  a  Quaker,  and 
was  a  refpcftable  trader  in  Newport.     But,  for 
the  fake  of  liberty,  he  quickly  Ihook  off  the  pre- 
judices of  his  feft, ,  and  abandoned  his  bufinefe. 
He  went,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  to 
contend  againft  Britilh  oppreffion.     In  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  memorable  war,  there  was  not  a 
Vattle,  not  a  fkirmifli,  in  which  Green  did  not 
(Jiftin^ifli  himfclf  by  fignal  valour,  and  extraor- 
dinary military  talents.     His  found  and  difcern- 
ing  mind  rendered  often  the  moft  important  ler- 
vices  in  the  Council.     He  "is,  above  all,  famous 
for  his  expedition  into  the  fouthem  ftates,  in  the 
year  1781.     At  the  head  of  a  fmall  force  of  not 
more  thaqi  one  thoufand  or  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  men,  fcarcely  plad,  raw,  and  animated 
by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  their  confidence  in  Ge* 
neral  Green  perfbnally ;  be,  by  a  variety  of  th6 
moft  Ikilful  ftratagems,  and  pl^ns  of  annoyance, 
and  by  the  exertion  Af  extraordinary  courage, 
forced  the  Englilh  to  retire  gradually  from  the 
proviiLces  pf  Upper  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
almoft  all  South  Carolina ;  deliyering  the  injured, 
harraffed,  and  fcattered  inhabitants  of  thofe  defo** 
lated  territories,  frqm  the  mifer}'^  and  opprcflioa 
under  lyhich  they  had  Jong  groaned.   He  reftored 
the  unhappy  fugitives  to  their  habitations,  and 
compelled  J^c  Englifh  to  retire  into  York  and 

Charleftown,' 
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Charleftown,  where  they  were'  foon  finally  Van- 
quilhed  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  French  and  Ame- 
ricans. Green^  no  left  humane  in  viAory,  than 
brave  and  enterprifing  in  warfare,  ftained  his  tri- 
umph with  no  atrocities,  notwithftanding  the  prO' 
yoking  example  which  had  been  fet  by  the  Eng- 
'  Jiih.  He  was  the  ardent  friend  of  liberty,  without 
laying  afide,  on  this  account^^  all  refpeft  to  natural 
jufticc  and  humanity.  His  whole  life  was  fpent 
in  a  continued  train  of  virtuous  actions.  After 
thcfe  illuftrious  deeds  in  the  field,  he  was  hailed 
as  the  deliverer  of  the  fouthern  flates,  and  receiv* 
ed  the  thanks  of  the  Corigrefs.  !He  died  within 
a  few  years  after  the  cftablifhment  of  American 
freedom.  The  Congrefs  ered:ed,  at  the  public 
cxpence,  a  monument  in  honour  of  his  patriotifm, 
his  virtues,  and  his  talents ;  and  in  fb  doing,  gra- 
tified the  eameft  defire  of  all  tme-hearted  Ame* 
ricans. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  had,  likewife,  an^ 
other  eminent  perfbn,  whofe  military  talents  and 
valorous  aftivity  diftinguilhed  him,  on  the  one 
hand,  though  not  lb  much  as  did  his  notorious 
perfidy  and  bafenefs  on  the  other,  This  was  the 
traitor  A*****.f  He  was,  before  the  w^ar,  a  tra- 
der artd  dealer  m  cattle,  as  I  have  been  afTured, 

t  A*****  is,  however,  well  known  to  have  been  a  na- 
tive of  Norwich,  in  Connefticut. — Tranjlattir. 

.  •  •  • 
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He  efpoufcd,  with  great  arddiir,  the  caufe  of  his 
native  country.  He  quickly  diftinguifhed  him- 
/elf  by  the  expedition  into  Canada,  and  by  that; 
famous  and  daring  march  through  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  province  of  Maine  to  the  river  of  St. 
Lorenzo,  a  trad:  which  had  been,  hitherto,  ac- 
counted inacceffible  to  an  army.  A*****  was 
one  of  the  inferior  commanders  under  General 
Gates,  and  had  a  Ihare  in  the  glory  of  the  fortu- 
nate  day  of  Saratoga.^  In  many  engagements, 
previous  to  the  great  and  decifive  events  of  that 
day,  he  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf.  Soon 
after,  the  unprincipled  A*****,  being  corrupted 
by  Englifh  gold,  to  his  eternal  infamy,  becamct 
towards  the  clofe  of  a  war  in  which  he  had  fb 
gallantly  fought,  the  worft  enemy  of  his  native 
country.  He  defired,  no  doubt,  to  prelerve  his 
rank,  and  expedled  as  much,  as  was  clear  from 
the  confidence  with  which  he  folicited  it.  But 
the  Englilh  government,  though  they  covdd  avail 
themfelves  of  treachery,  abhorred  the  traitor. 
A****;*  lives  with  a  large  or  a  fmall  penfion, 
God  knows  in  what  corner  of  England,  covered 
with  ignominy,  and  aware,  that  his  name  is  never 
pronounced  by  his  fellow-countrymen  without  ab- 
horrence, and  that  he  muft  ever  be  detefted  as 
the  treacherous,  though  unfuccefsful  betrayer  of 
American  freedom.    *^  What  will  the  Anxericans 

do 
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do  to  mc,  if  I  fal|.  into  their  hands?"  faiid  he  cited 
to  a  prilbner.  "  They  will  take  away  that  leg  from 
you,  which  yoii  broke  in  their  ferVice,  and  bury 
it  honourably,"  aniwered  the  prifoner^  '*  then, 
by  the  other,  they  will  hang  you  up  as  a  traitor." 
After  fpending  an  evening  at  the  houfe  of  Sa- 
MUEi-  Elem  in  the  country,  Mid  after  halting  for 
an  hour  in  Newport,  I  went  gladly  on  board  a 
fchooner  belonging  to  Bofton,  to  take  ray  paflagc 
to  Providence.  I  was  to  return  within  the  fpac^ 
of  two  days  from  that  town ;  as  I  expefted  my 
horfe  to  arrive  within  this  time ;  and  propofed 
then  to  proceed  towards  New  London,  along  th^ 
great  bay  by  which  Rhode-Ifland  is  feparated 
from  the  main-land*  The  wind,  though  fair 
when  we  fet  fail,  veered  about  within  the  lpac€ 
of  an  hour,  fb  that  we  were  forced  to  return  to 
Newport,  after  having  been  three  hours  tacking 
about  at  fea,  without  advancing  two  miles  pn  our 
voyage.  I  paffed  the  reft  of  the  day  in  Newport, 
with  my  friend  Samuel  Elem,  the  beft  of  Qua- 
kers, and  the  worthieft  of  men.  He  is  a  bachelor, 
rich,  fond  of  trade,  and  of  rural  life. 

BRISTOL.— WARREN. 

Worthy  Samuel  Elemftill  infiftedlipen  doing 
the  honours  of  the  country  towards  me.     On  Sa- 
turday, the  24th,  he  conduftcd  me  to  the  extre- 
mity 
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«ity  of  th.  ifland,  wh««  I  might  obtfn  a  paf- 
fagc  to  Briftol.  His  politenefs  was  joined  to  an 
engaging  fimplicity  of  manners,  extremely  difFef- 
cnt  from  that  roughnefs  and  drynefs  of  addrefs^ 
which  are  ufually  attributed  to  the  Quakers^ 

Although  I  travelled  by  a  way  different  from 
that  by  which  I  had  entered  the  il}and,  yet  I 
could  perceive  no  remarkable  diverfity,  in  either 
the  appearance  of  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  culti- 
vation of  the  foil,  or  the  general  chara&er  of  the 
hulbandry.  The  profpcfl:  of  the  bay,  of  the  iflets 
with  which  it  is  interfperfed,  and  the  main-land 
contiguous  to  the  bay,  is  extremely  pleaiing.  The 
pailage  from  the  iiland  tp  Briftol  is  a  milp  in 
breadth ;  it  is  crofled  in  a  ferry-boat  with  a  finglc 
fail ;  it  is  large,  deep,  and  fecure :  the  only  incon^ 
venience  attending  it  is,  that  horfes  cannot  be 
eafily  brought  on  board  it ; .  my  horfe  was  confi- 
derably  hurt  in  the  attempt. 

On  the  oppofitc  Ihore,  as  far  as  to  Warren>  a 
diftanc^  of  fix  or  feven  miles,  the  land  is  niore 
fandy,  and  more  ftony,  than  in  the  ifland :  but, 
it  yields  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  of  pulfe,  that 
is  reputed  to  be  of  very  excellent  quality. 

Briftol  is  a  fmall  fea-port  town  lying  on  the 

bay.  .  It  carries  on  fomq  trade   to  the  Antilles. 

^I;i  the  year  1775,  the  houfes  were  almoft  all  bur^it 

to  the  ground  by  Captain  ****^  "who  commanded 

a  fmail 
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a  fmall  Englifh  Iquadron.  They  have  been  ro*^ 
built,  and  are  now  more  numercnis  than  before 
that  difaftcr. 

Warren  is  nearly  iuch  another  port-town  aa 
Briftol ;  eight  or  ten  fliips  a  year  are  built  in  it. 
Harrington,  another  fmall  fea-port  town,  which 
is  3xviteed  from  Warren  only  by  a  river  of  its  own 
^ame,  was  begun  to  be  built  in  the  year  i  769, 
and  confifts  now  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
good  houfes.  Some  few  merchants  refide  in  thefe 
three  fea-port  towns ;  but  the  Ihips  belonging  to 
them  are  for  the  moft  part  employed  in  the  trade 
from  Providence.  Thefe  finall  villages  are  much 
better  built  than  Newport.  The  value  of  land 
has  rifen  here  to  at  leaft  three  times  as  much  as 
it  formerly  was,  according  to  an  eflimate  founded 
upon  the  prefent  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Two  miles  beyond  Warren,  the  road  turns  t(> 
Providence  in  MaiTachufetts.  The  land  is  there, 
for  feveral  miles,  fo  fandy  and  boggy,  that  no 
ilonea  can  be  found  for  fences.  On  the  other 
hand>  wood  is  fo  fearce,  and  fo  coftly,  that  it  can 
as  little  be  applied  to  this  ufe  as  ftones.  Yet  the 
fields  are  enclofed  with  fences,  which,  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  height,  *  are  formed  of  turfs,  with 
crofs^bars  of  timber  above.  Jn  other  places  wStare 
ih>ne$  arc  not  fo  fearce,  the  fences  are  fornwd 
one*IiaIf  of  ftones,  one  half  of  wood. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  it  might  be,  that  the  in- 
formation which  I  received  in  Newport,  im* 
prefled  me  with  unfavourable  prejudices  againft 
the  people  of  Rhode-Ifland :  but  1  could  not  help 
thinking,  that,  in  the  ftiort  part  of  my  way  which 
now  led  through  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  I  to- 
ceived  much  more  obliging  anfwers  to  my  enqui- 
ries, than  in  the  diftri<B:  which  I  had  left, 

I  had,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my 
reception  with  Moses  Brown,  to  whom  I  had 
a  letter  of  introdu<ftion  from  William  Rufh.  He 
lives  in  a  farm  not  far  from  the  upper  "bridge  over 
Deacon's  River,  on  the  way  to  Providence.  Mofe« 
Brown  is  a  very  ftrid:  Quaker ;  became  a  Quaker 
upon  convi6lion  ;  ^nd  has  been  fuch  for  the  fpacc 
of  forty  years.  He  acquired  a  conliderable  for- 
tune in  trade,  of  which  he  has  refigned  the  greater 
part  to  his  fbn ;  and  he  himfelf  now  lives  in  quiet 
ceflation  from  bufmefs,  tranfadling  suothing  of 
that  fort  upon  his  own  account.  Notwathftandr 
ihg  the  ruftic  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  he  feemed 
to  be  a  very  worthy  •nan.  He  preffcd  me  to  ftay 
with  him  for  the  evening,  telling  me,  that  he  did 
not  aik  me  in  the  way  of  empty  compliment,  * 
but  that  if  he  had  hot  dcfired  my  company,  he 
would  not  have  given  me  the  invitation.  I  cx-^- 
cufcd  m)^f,  by  mentioning,  that  as  I  had  but 
%ti^'litde  time  to  !^cnd  at  Proridcncc,  zii&zs 
^^t.  IL  U  the 
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the  weather,  though  generally  uneertain,  was  now 
fair,  I  muft,  therefore,  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefent 
.  moment,  and  proceed  on  my  journey- 
.  The  environs  of  Providence  are  more  intcreft- 
ing  than  thofe  of  Newport :  and  they  give  to  an 
approaching  traveller,  very  favourable  ideas  of  the 
tpwn  which  he  is  about  to  enter.  The  hill  at  the 
foot  of  which  the  town  lies,  and  over  which  you 
muft  pafs  into  it,  is  interfered  into  two  parts  by 
af  paved  road,  which  has  a  flow  and  gentle  dc- 
fcent.  The  town  Kes  on  both  fides  of  the  river: 
a  well-conftruded  bridge  affords  a  ready  com- 
munication between  its  two  divifions.  Lofty, 
well-built  and  v/ell-furniflied  houfes,  are  numer- 
ous  in  this  town,  which  is  becoming  continually 
larger :  and  the  profpeft  of  an  encreafe  of  wealth 
and  populoufhefs,  has  induced  the  inhabitants  to 
fct  apart  a  confidcrable  extent  of  the  adjacent  hill 
for  new  buildings.  The  trade  of  Providence,  as 
I  mentioned  above,  is  four  or  five  times  as  great 
as  that  of  Newport.     Its  exports  are  partly  fiom 

4 

this  ftate,  and  in  part  from  Mafladiufettsand 
GonneAicut.  A  diftillery,  perhaps  the  greatcfl  in 
the  AmericaiT  States,  cxtenfive  manufa<5iures  of 
nails  and  of  otter  forged  iron-work,  contribute 
much  ta  the  exportation  from  this  place. 

In  the  courfc  of  this  laft  year,  cndcavottrs  have 
been,  made  to  introduce  the  manufa<3;iirc  of  ooft« 

ton- 
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ton-yam  arid  ftufFs  into  Providence.  The  au- 
thor of  this  undertaking  fays,  that  he  finds  it  al- 
ready profitable :  But  I  ftiould  fu(pcft  this  to  be, 
rather  the  boaft  of  languine  expeftation,  and  of 
felf-conceit,  than  the  aftual  truth  of  the  fads.  All 
machines  in  America  are  indeed  more  or  lefs  pro- 
fitable :  but  the  machinery  which  requires  work- 
men to  be  employed  about  it,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  compared  with  that  of  Europe,  where  a  truly 
good  workman  gets  one-half  lefs  than  in  America, 
efpecially  in  its  lea-port  towns.* 

There  are  Ibme  fliips  from  Providence  engaged 
in  the  accurfed  traffic  of  negroes,  in  contempt  of 
the  orders  pf  Congrefs,  by  which  it  has  been  for- 
bidden. The  merchants  concerned  in  this  trade 
perfuade  themfelves,  that  Congrefs  cannot  alter 
the  Confjbitution ;  and  therefore  think,  that  in 
fpite  of  whatever  Congrefs  fhall  order,  they  may 
continue  the  flave-trade  till  1808,  the  year  fixed 
in  the  Conftitution  for  its  final  ceffation.  They 
allege  farther,  that  every  flate  pofTeffes  a  right  to 
decide  for  itfelf  in  regard  to  this  traffic ;  and  that 
the  flate  of  Rhode-Ifland  has  not,  as  yet,  made 
any  enadlment  againfl  it.  They  therefore  pur- 
chafe  negroes,  and  carry  them  to  fale  in  Georgia, 

*  Farther  details  concerning  the  trade  of  this  place,  with 
tti  account  of  the  trade*  and  conftitution  of  Rhode-Tflan4» 
ffiay  be  feea  in  the  joiiraail  of  the  tour  of  1796. 

•         U  2  where 
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where  there  is  no  prohibition  of  any  fort  againft 
the  trade.  Nearly  twenty  Ihips  from  the  harbours 
of  the  United  States  are  employed  in  the  impor- 
tation of  negroes  to  Georgia,  and  to  the  Weft'- 
India  iiles. 

I  am  furprifed,  that,  while  there  is  fo  ftrong 
and  general  a  difapprobation  of  this  whole  trade, 
and  while  it  is  in  fuch  direft  contradi6lion  to  the 
^irit  of  freedom,  and  to  the  predominant  fenti- 
pnents  throughout  America,  Congrefs  ihould  neg- 
left  to  interpofe,  and  entirely  fiipprefs  it  here.  I 
was  informed,  that  this  is  about  to  happen :  But 
it  is  likewifc  to  be  owned,  that  the  merchants  of 
Rhode-Iiland  carry  on  the  flave-trade  in  a  way 
lefs  offcnfivc  to  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it 
.  is  coridudcd  by  the  merchants  of  Europe.  They 
talc  but  one  negro  for  every  ton  of  the  Ihip ; 
while  the  Englilh  merchants,  it  is  faid,  take  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  negroes  a  ton.  Even  in 
fetters,  the  negroes  have  more  room,  and  liifFer 
Icfs.  The  fliips  engaged  in  this  trade  are  ufually 
not  very  large, ;  and  the  negroes,  as  1  was  affurcd, 
commonly  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  deftination 
in  good  health. 

There  goes  but  a  fingle  veffel  from  Providence 
to  the  whale-filhery.  Ill  fiicceis  has  occafioned 
{bme  others,  which  were  formerly  employed  ia 
the  fame  &ibfiTyy  to  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The 

.     .  maritime 
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maritime  traffic  from  Providence  is  principally 
that  to  China,  and  to  Nootka  Sound.  The  aug- 
mentation of  the  number  of  the  Ihips  belonging 
to  this  port,  the  increafe,  and  the  improved  ele- 
gance of  the  bmldings,  is  more  the  confequence 
of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  place, 
than  of  any  new  refort  of  foreigners  to  fettle  here. 

This  frnall  ftate,  fituate  in  the  middle  of  New 
England,  differs  much  from  that  ftate,  by  peculi- 
arity of  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  opinions,  which, 
whether  good  or  bad^  have  ncceffarily  a  great  in- 
fluence upon  the  government.  There  fecms  to  be 
a  general  defire  for  a  change  of  the  conftrtutioti 
of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  population  of  this  whole  ftate  amounts  to 
about  fixty-eight  thoufand  fouls.  The  higheil 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  twenty^thouiand  dcrllars 
in  the  year-  When  it  is  confidered,  that  tibe  Go- 
vernor's falaty  is  only  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix 
dollars  and  two-thirds;  and  that  the  members  of 
the  aflembly  receive  no  falary ;  this  moderate  iuiji 
will  not  be  thought  inadequate  to  the  purpo&s  to 
which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Newpoi:t  furniflies  three 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ilxteen  dolki^,  twd- 
thirds  of  this  fum  :  and  Providence  contribxjtes 
fcvcn  thoufand  one, hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
The  taxes  paid  hy  the  country  are  nearly  equal  to. 
thofe  from  the  towns.     There  arc  but  few  poor 

U  3       *  to 
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to  be  maintained  by  public  charity,  in  it»  The 
Quakers  are  not  much  in  favour  here.  They 
have  an  aufterity  in  their  appearance,  an  extrava- 
gance in  their  principles,  and  an  oddity  in  Ais 
ftatc.  The  roads  are  repaired  by  the  common 
labour  of  the  inhabitants.  No  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  is  ever  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the 
toads.  The  ftate  is  fo  fmall,  that  thefe  people  give 
themfelves  very  little  concern  about  highways. 
In  travelling,  they  call  the  roads  good  or  ba4j 
without  farther  care.  When  there  is  any  thiiig 
df  indifpenfible  neceiCty  to  be  done  to  them,  they 
then  raife  a  voluntary  fubfcription  to  accompliih  it 
The  number  of  people  really  opulent  in  this 
ftate,  is  not  cohiiderable ;  nor  is  the  number  much 
greater  of.  thofc  who  afFed  the  appearance  of 
wealth  ;  for  this  laft  'is  prevented  by  the  demo- 
cratical  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  by  the  tone 
of  public  opinion  throughout  the  country.  There 
are,  befides,  certain  taxes  impofed,  particularly 
upon  thofe  who  live  in  a  liimptuous  ftyle.  There 
is  in  Providence  a  college  Jfor  the  education  of 
youth  in  the  different  branches  of  learning ;  but 
fo  far  is  it  from  being  very  eroin^nt  or  in  high  re- 
putation, that  they  who  wilh  to  give  their  chil- 
drjen  a  good  education,  fend  them  to  Maflachu- 
fetts  or  Connedicut.  The  funds  for  the  fupport 
of  this  college  were  beftowed  chiefly  by  Baptifb ; 

•  in 
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in  confequencc  of  which  it  is  fqttled,  that  the 
prefident,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  other  teach- 
ers, muft  .belong  to  that  religion ;  and  they  are, 
therefore,  chiefly  young  perfons  of  the  Baptift  ie6t 
who  are  educated  in  it.  The  Quakers  are  not 
much  in  favour  here.  They  have  an  aufterity  in- 
their  appearance,  an  extravagance  in  their  princi- 
ples, and  an  oddity  in*  their- cuftoms,  and  even  in 
their  drefs,  which>  in'  my  opinion,  differ  widely 
and  difadv^ntageoufly  from  the  amiable  fimpHcity- 
of  the  chara6ler  and  manners  of  the  Quakers  of 
Philadelphia. 

But  here,  as  elfewhere,  the  Quakers  ftrcngly 
difapprovc  of  flavery,  and  of  the  traffic  in  negroes. 
On  this  account  they  are  looked  on  with  an  evil 
eye  by  the  flave  owners;  bccaufc  the  fmallncfs  of 
the  ftate  renders  it  exceedingly  eafy  for  the  flaves 
receiving  any  encouragement  to  that  cffci^l,  to 
make  their  efcape  from  their  maftcrs. 

In  Providence  there  are  fome  rich  merchants, 
who  exper^d  their  wealth  by  living  in  a  confider-' 
ably  fumptuous  ftyle.     Such  arc  Mcfljrs.  Clark 
and  Nightingale.    1  had  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  them.   The  former  received  me  very  hof- 
pitably,  and  feemed  to  be  a  man  of  found  intel- 
ligence, and  oonfiderable  information.     By  him 
I  was  introduced  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  town, 
who  had  lately  returned  from  France.     This  man 
jpoke  ftrbngly  againft  the  rcTOlution,  and  the- 

U  4  crimes 


0^6  TKAVELS  THROUea 

I 

crimes  to  which  it  had  given  birth.  He,  at  the 
fame  time,  related,  that  at  the  Caftle  of  Vin- 
cennes,  he  had  obtained  an  excellent  bargam  of 
the  property  of  an  emigrant,  and  named  others 
who  had  been  as  great  gainers  as  he,  by  the  pro- 
Icriptions  and  confifcations  ;  I  know  npt  the  gen- 
tleman's name ;  if  I  did,  I  Should  think  it  my 
duty  to  make  it  public. 

The  rieheft  merchant  in  Providence  is  Joh5 
Brown,  brother  to  Mofesr  Brown,  the  ftuaker 
above  mentioned.  In  one  part  of  the  town  he 
has  accpmplilhed  things  that,  even  in  Europe, 
would  appear  confiderable.  At  his  own  expence 
he  has  opened  a  paflage  through  a  hill  to  the  river, 
and  has  there  built  wharfs,  houfes,  an  cxtcnfivc 
diftillery,  and  even  a  bridge,  by  which  the  road 
from  Newport  to  Providence  is  Ihortened  by  at 
leaft  a  mile.  He  has  fold  many  of  his  houfes.  At 
his  wharfs  are  a  number  of  veflcls,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  receiving  or  difcharging  cargoes.  In  his 
diftillery  he  maintains  a  great  number  of  oxen, 
the  labour  of  which  is  extremely  ufeful,  and  a 
great  faving  of  expence  to  him.  - 1  had  no  letter 
of"  introdudion  to  him ;  and  my  ftay  in  Provi- 
dence was  too  Ihort  to  admit  of  my  becoming 
^cquaiiited  with  him.  I  exceedingly  regretted  to 
find  myfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  without 
Qonverfmg  witji  a  man,  the  extent  of  whofc  efta- 
blilhmcnts,  and  tffe  fuccefs  of  whofe  trade,  evince 
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him  to  be  a  perfoa  of  eztraonHnary  iateltigeace 
and  enlargement  of  mind. 

At  Providence,  and  throughout  the  whole  ftat^ 
the '  produce  of  the  land  is  nearly  the  iame  as  in 
the  ifland.  It  yields  of  maize  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  bulhels  an  acre,  and  of  other  produce  in 
proportion.  There  are  two  churches  in  Provi- 
dence, one  for  Anabaptifts,  another  for  Prefbyte- 
rians.  They  are  diftinguijQbed  for  the  neatnel^ 
and  Simplicity  in  their  ftrufture  and  decorations- 

The  wages  to  fhip-carpente^Qs  and  other  la- 
tourers  are  nearly  the  ikpyc  in  Newport  and  Pro- 
vidence, as  in  New  Bedford.  But  negroes  are 
^moft  the  only  Servants  to  be  ieen. 
.  The  Hate  of  Rhoderlfland,  and  particular^ 
the  illand,  have  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofe  pf  po-: 
pulation  by  emigration  to  the  newly  occupied 
lands,  and  in  particular  Jto  Canada.  Fewer  'm 
proportion  have  gone  from  Maffachuietoy  thaja 
from  this  ftate.  Bfefides,  Maflachufetts  is  receiv- 
ing a  continual  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  There 
are  banks  in  both  thefe  ftatea.  That  of  Newport 
is  of  recent  ere<Elion.  Its  notes  are  generally  for 
one  dollar  each. 

SqiTUATE  AND-  FISHES  TAVERN. 

Scituate  is  a  townlhip.  Filh's  Tavern,  where 
I  paffed  Sunday,  is  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-fix 

'^  miles 
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jniles  from  the  town.  The  road  thither,  leads 
over  hills,  is  ftony,  rugged,  and  indeed  as  bad  as 
a  road  can  poffibly  be.  The  farther  you  proceed 
on  the  way  from  the  Providence,  fo  much  the 
more  barren  is  the  appearance  of  the  foil,  and 
fo  much  poorer  and  more  unfrequent  are  the 
dwelling-houfes.  There  is  an  extenfire  traft  of 
wood,  conlifting  chiefly  of  dwarfilh  oaks,  firs,  and 
birches.  The  meadows  are  indifferent,  and  un- 
improved by  culture  ;  yet  fome  pretty  good  cat- 
tle arc  to  be  feen  upon  them.  Sometimes  thefe 
meadows  open  in  the  midft  of  the  wood ;  in 
other  inflances  they  are  only  adjacent  to  it. 
Some  of  the  fmall  rivers  put  in  motion  faw-mills, 
and  iron- works,  which  have  been  creeled  upon 
them ;  yet  all  has  an  kir  of  poverty  and  mean- 
ncfs.  Some  beautiful  vales  are  feen  as  onetravels 
along  this  road.  The  weather  is  fo  rainy,  that 
even  the  worft  meadows  difplay  an  extraordinary 
luxuriance  of  grafs  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I  found  there  Mr. 
Trumbull,  a  member  of  Congrefs,  who  was 
on  a  journey  with  his  family.  I  had  feen  him 
once  before  in  Philadelphia. 

NORWICH  AND  NEW  LONDON. 

After  pafling  Fifli's  Tavern,  I  found  my  way 
not  quite  fo  bad,  for  about  feven  miles  farther, 

'  m 
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ftill  within  the  territory  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and 
through  a  trad  of  country  nearly  iimilar  to  that 
by  which  I  had  come  hither.  When  I  had  en- 
tered the  confines  of  Connefticut,  I  found  both 
the  land  and  the  roads  in  a  better  condition.  Qn 
the  borders  the  foil  is  nearly  the  fame,  but  in  a 
better  ftate  of  cultivation.  The  houfcs,  indeed, 
are  not  greatly  better.  Yet  both  thefe  and  the 
fields,  the  farther  you  advance,  aiTume  a  more 
advantageous  appearance.  There  are  a  good  many 
ftreams  of  moderate  breadth  ;  and  though  along 
the  whole  road  the  land  be  light  and  fandy,  yet 
the  hay-ftacks  arq  frequent  and  large,  and  the 
number  of  the  cattle  muft,  of  courfe,  be  confi- 
derable.  At  Norwich  are  a  number  of  mijls, 
forges,  and  faw-works.  This  fmall  town  lies  on 
a  creek  or  river,  which  falls  into  the  river  Thames, 
juft  where  that  river  begins  to  be  navigable.  The 
harbour  lies  at  about  two  miles  diftance. 

From  Norwich  to  New  London  the  foil  is  bet- 
ter, though  ftill  light.  The  furface  of  the  coun- 
try is  divcrfifi^ed  by  feveral  vales,  through  which 
various  fmall  rivers,  creeks,  and  ftreamlets,  dif- 
charge  their  waters  into  the  Thames.  Clumps  of 
trees,  like  thofe  in  England,  are  fcattered  over  all 
the  fields.  The  profpeft  is  not  extenfive,  but 
fmiiing  and  agreeable.  The  houfes  are  larger,  and 
more  handfbmely  decorated.  The  inhabitants  ar€; 

better 
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better,  clad,  and  make  as  good  an.  appearance  as 
thofe  of  Maffachufetts.  One  part  of  the  road  is 
in  a  very  good  ftatc  of  repair>  and  a  toll  is  cx- 
a<5ted  for  horfes  and  waggons  paffing  along  it. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  admits  veffels  of  an 
hundred  ton§  burthen  to  come  up  as  far  as  Nor- 
wich ;  and  this,  vyrith  the  trade  of  New  London, 
gives  an  air  of  a6livity  and  animation  to  the  whole 
country  adjacent.  You  enter  the  town  by  a  paf- 
iage  cut  over  the  declivity  of  a  hill ;  perhaps  lefs 
carefully  finilhcd  than  that  at  Providence,  yet  not 
precipitous,  and  far  from  being  bad. 

New  -London  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at 
two  miles  diftance  from  the  fea.  Its  principal 
ftreet  is  a  mile  in  length.  The  houfes  do  not 
fland  clofe  together ;  but  the  intervals  between 
them  are  fmall,  and  are  every  day  more  and  more 
filed  up  with  new  buildings.  An.  adjacent  ftreet, 
running  parallel  to  the  main  ftreet,  contains  Seve- 
ral confidcrable  and  handfome  houfes.  New  Lon- 
don was  burnt  in  the  year'  1 781,  by  the  Englifti, 
under  the  dirc(Sion  of  thc!^*^*****  Arnold; 
and  the  damage  done  on  that  occafion  was  equal 
to  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  It 
is  at  prefcnt  among  the  towns  of  the  fourth  order; 
and  though  it  be  environed  with  rocks,  its  a^A 
is  fufficiently  agreeable. 

New  London  is  reckoned  the  principal  fea-poft 

town 
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town  in  Conne^icut.  The  anchol^ge  is  lafc ; 
the  depth  of  water  coniiderable ;  the  entrance 
difficult.  The  harbour  is  protefted  by  the  two 
forts  of — Grcfworth,  on  the  caft  banks  of  the 
Thames, — and  Trumbull,  on  the  oppofite  bank 
on  which  the  town  ftands.  1  faw  only  the  latter, 
which  is  in  a  bad  condition.  * 

But,  attention  to  thefe  fortifications  is  the  lefi 
neceffary,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  river. 
Ships  belonging  to  Norwich  take  in  their  cargoes 
at  New  London ;  Ihofe  which  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tons  burthen,  take  their  lading 
in  Connefticut  River,  at  Newhavcn. 

In  regard  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  diftrid  of 
New  London  lately  extended  to  Conne&icut 
River.  The  repreientations  of  the  merchants  on 
the  latter  river,  to  the  laft  feffion  of  Congrefe, 
procured  the  port  of  this  river  to  be  eredled  into 
a  new  commercial  diftriA;  and  the  diftrift  of 
New  London  to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of  New 
London,  Norwich^  and  Stoningtbn,  a  fmall  port 
on  the  river  Stoneg,  in  that  part  of  ConneAicuf 
which  is  adjacent  to  Rhode-lfland.  The  diftriA 
of  New  London  employs,  at  prefent,  about  fix 
thoufand  tons  of  Ihipping  in  the  foreign  trade, 
an  ec^ual  quantity  in  the  coafting  trade,  and  fix 
or  feven  finall  veffels  which  belong  to  Stoning- 
ton;  and  are  engaged  in  the  capture  of  ftock  fiftccs. 

The 
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The  velTds  belonging  to  the  foreign  trade  are,  at 
,  an  average,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  tons  burthen 
each.  Thofe  in  the  coafting  trade  are  veffels  of 
eighty  tons.  The  exports  from  New  Lx)ndon 
were,  in  the  year  1791,  five  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars 
in  value;  in  1792,  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- three  dollars; 
in  17Q3,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars ;  in  1 794,  five 
hundred'and|ixty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
and fixty-eight  dollars;  in  1795,  five  hundred  and 
fcventeen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars. 

The  exports  from  New  London  are  fent,  al* 
mod  all,  to  the  Weft  India  ifles.  They  confift 
of  horfes,  dried  beef  and  pork,  mules,  fowls,  cat- 
tle of  all  forts,  beans  and  peafe,  timber,  butter, 
cheefe,  and  fait  fifh.  Thefe  articles  are  named 
here  in  the  order  of  the  quantities  in  which  they 
are  exported :  that  of  which  there  is  the  greateft 
proportion  exported,  being  named  firfl: ;  and  that 
laft,  of  which  the  exportation  is  the  fmalleft- 
Horfes  and  black  cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers in  this  ftate ;  but  a  great  proportion  of  thofc 
which  arc  hence  ex|;)orted,  come  frohi  the  north- 
ern ftates  of  Nf  w  York,  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
llii^-C^  and  Maflachufett^. 

.  The 
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.The  negligence  of  the  merchants' of -Albany,, 
which  fulfers  a  profitable  trade  to  be  carried  away 
from  them ;  and  the  atlivity  of  the  iailors  and 
merchants  of  New  London,  in  lading  and  unlad- 
ing their  veflels;  are  the  principal  caufes  which 
enable  the  people  of  this  port  to  engrofs  io  much 
of  a  traffic  fo  advantageous*  It  is  affirmed,  that 
though  the  cattle  be  crowded  together  in  the  vef- 
fels,  to  an  incredible  number,  not  one  out  of  an 
hundred  dies  in  the  paflage.  The  Ihip-owner  fup- 
plics  the  fodder,  which  is  always  the  beft  that  can 
be  procured.  The  captain  has  a  certain  monthly 
hire,  but  no  Iharc  in  the  profits  of  the  freight ; 
qnly,  when  he  is  intrufted  with  the  charge  of  the 
fale  in  the  iflands,  he  then  receives  five  per  cent 
commiffion. 

All  the  cattle  exported  from  Norwich,  and 
often  alfo  thoie  from  Connedicut  River,  come  by 
land  to  New  I-X)ndon,  and  are  there  put  on  board 
fuch  veflels  as  are  ready  to  receive  them.  Salted 
pork  and  beef,  butter  and  cheeie,  are  likewife  ex- 
ported from  this  harbour,  in  large  quantities,  to 
the  other  ftates.  Many  of  the  fhips  which  con- 
yey  thefe  cargoes^  take  returning  cargoes  to  Eu- 
rppc,  or  to  thp  colonies.  The  whole  exportation 
to  Europe  confifts  of  not  more  than  a  dozen  fiiip's 
cargoes  a  year;  which  go  to  England  or  Ireland^ 
aid  confift  of  wood,  lintfeed,  potatoes,  pearl-albes, . 

and 
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and  iamac^  which  a  merchant  of  this  port  pre- 
pares for  exportation,  by  an  invention  of  his  own^ 
for  the  fble  benefit  of  which  he  enjoys  a  patent 
right  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years*  The  fumac 
grows  in  great  plenty  on  the  uncleared  grounds* 
It  is  firft  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  and  dried,  then 
reduced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  and  in  this  condition 
applied  to  the  purpofes  of  dyeing.  It  is  fold  at 
the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  and  one- third  a  barrel ; 
and  for  thefe  laft  two  years  there  have^been  ex- 
ported not  lefs  than  two  thoufaiid  barrels  a  year. 

As  to  the  fifhery,  the  places  where  the '  filjies 
are  taken,  is  at  luch  a  dlftance,  that  the  filhes 
cannot  be  brought  to  New  London  to  be  dried. 
This  bufinefs  is  carried  on  between  the  ifles  adja- 
cent to  the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  coafts  of' 
Labrador ;  but,  for  ready  fale,  the  fifh  is  brought 
to  New  London,  and  thence  to  the  colonies,  and 
to  New  York  or  Bofton.     The  veifels  ase  theii 
freighted,  ufually  to  the  colonies,  rarely ^  if  ercr> 
to  Europe.    The  merchants  of  Connedticut  have 
not  fufficient  capita,!  to  enable  them  to  await  the-, 
flbw  return  of  money  from  the  trade  to  Europe.^ 
The  cargoes  fent  from  Connefticut,  arealmoft'' 
all  deftined  for  Bofton  or  NAw  York.    There  arc»- 
however,  fbme  exceptions.  •  : 

The  veflels  of  this  port  do  not  all  beteiig  to  the 
merchants  of  New  London.     Some  of  them-  at« 

the 
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tl)e  piropctPty  o£  merchants  belpiigH^  to  Hs^ftlbi^ 
and  New  York.  Few  merchants  in  Conne<3acufc 
trade  tp  the  exte^it  pf7)ao|:e^%n  tterty  jhpuitmd 
dollaiB,  even  including  Vffth  ^^i|  capit^,  tli^^ 
crcdrt.  whjic^i,.  i^de^c^  does  not  gp  %,,  Jbc  cjpj^ 
Ul  ^  ti^  njierchan^  ^xgcmHcef  he^te  a  mvK^ 
imallcy  annual  augmq^t^^n^  (hf  a  in*  any;  <^f^ 

ycar3,  iJL  has  hfiCTCB^t^  ^hqfixt ^  fifth  part|.ai;d  ig 
t|n$  u^rqment  ^s.  inpl^ided  ^^  4n:i}>royen^ei^t  w^ 
increafe  of  the  buildings  of  the  tqyvt^.  J  r«c§iicf^ 
all  theic  parti<;ri;}ars  of  inforniatiQa  from  *1V^ 
HuNTiNGTOJf,  collqftoj;  of  the  cuft9ms  £w^^jf 
'  port ;  a  man  pf  integfityj;  ^ifcfirnnf^qift,^.  a|i4  ^Mt  * 
red  information.  ' /i 

The  beft  land  in  the  whole  diftrift,  which  lies 
in  the^  neighbourhood  o£  the  town,  does  not  coft 
more  than  twenty-rfive  dollars  an  aeri^.  Its  ajve- 
rage  rate  is  one^-thir^  nio0  than  \n  Rhode-Ifla^^^ 
inclu4ing  the  ifle.  The  price  of  la|?our  is;  9^^ 
higher  here.  Labourer^  in  hufbandiy  receive  hei^  • 
two-thirds  pf  a  4ollar  a  d^y,  or  from  thirte^ij  ti? 
fourteen  dollar;*  a  month.  The  ^yinter,  or  tHf 
time  in  which  the  eattjc  rauft  be  fijppli^4  W\^ 
4jry  fodder^  lafls  from  four  months  gnd  %  j^alf  |^ 
4y«  iwQnth?^  Many  of  ihf  forirjqffc  {ie^«r  hgui^, 
their  (^atMf.  There  is;  911  this  ^^opi^t,  9^.yfV^^ 
ftalls  andr  cow-^^qu^«;   but  ^hc.  fR^fg  «p^jJ«»^ 
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ftn^jtr*  tft  Ihore  careful  <>f  their  cittlc.  in  the 
winter. 

T*Iew  !London  contains  four  thoufand  inhabl- 
€ant^.  It  has  a  bank  that  was  eftabhihed  in  the 
year  1 78Sj  and  of  which  the  capital  is  fifty  thou- 
sand dollarst  It  has,  however,  been  augmented 
hjf  other  fifty  thoiifand  dollars.  The  manage- 
inent  is  thefime  as  that  of  the  bank  at  Hartford, 

•  ■  «  • 

but  I  am  not  able  to  explain  it.  The  notes  are 
for  a  dollar.  The  dividend  upon  the  capital  is 
th^e  and  a  half  and  four  per  cent.,  payable  half 
yearly.  New  London  is  the  principal  town  of 
the  dounty  of  the  fame  name.  It  contains  about 
thirty-*five  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  five 
hundred  are  llaves^ 

,  .  CHELSEA- 

* 

"'  Proceeding  frdiii  New  Lx)ridon  to  Hartford,  I 

was  obliged  to  travel  back,  by  the''  way  of  Nor* 

wich.     But  infteatd  of  paffirig  that  town,  I  went 

by  its  fea-port,  which  is  named  Chelfea,  and  is 

faid  to  lie  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the 

'moil  pdpulbtis  part"  of  the  town  of  Noiwich. 

The  riveri  whi^h  is  fofmed  by  the  junftion  of  thi 

Quinaboug  and  the  Shetucket,  begins  here  to 

take  th«j  tiame  of  the  Thanies.     The  Thames  is 
^  •   • 

^d  to  be  ewry  where  twelve  feet  deep,  and  is 

liere  about  ah  eigiith:4)art  of  a  mile  in  breadth. 

There 
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There  mightbc  in  it,  as  I  jfaflcd,  about  a  ddzca 
fchooners,  yachts,  and  brigs.  On  the  two  fidei 
of  the  river  there  might  be  from  oae  hundred  to 
two  hundred  handfonie  houfes.  -  Some  .of  thcfe 

w 

houies  were  of  a  very  good  appearance ;  and  there 
was  a  communication  between  the  two  iidesc  of 
the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge.  A  mile  from  the 
bridge  on  the  way  to  Norwich,  Quinaboug  is 
feen  to  precipitate  itfelfover.lbme  pretty  ffigh 
rocks,  with  a  catara<fl  which  is  well  worthy  of 
being  feen,  particularly  on  accoimt  of  its  bold 
precipitous  fituadon,  and  the  height  of  the  rocks 
by  which  it  is  formed,  as  well  as  on  accoimt  of 
the  uncommon  appearance  which  is  occafioned 
by  the  fall  of  the  water.  •  > 

The  bank  of  Norwich,  which  was  cfl:ablilhed 
in  the  month  of  May  1 795,  is  formed  upon  the 
iame  plan  as  that  of  Hartford.  Its  capital  confifts 
of  from  fifty  thoiifand  to  two  hundred  thouiand 
dollars;  for  by  the  conftitution  of  the  bank,  it 
may  be  augmented  from  the  fmalleft  to  the  largeft 
of  thefe  iums.  The  fliares  are  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each ;  and  the  notes,  of  which  there  have  not 
yet  been  many  iflued,  are  for  half  a  dollar. 

Norwich  and  Chelfea. contain,  together,  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  Mills  of  all  ibrts  are 
iituate  in  the  vicinity ;  and  their  bufinefs  is  veiy 
CQufiderable.,  / 

X  2  Betwp^ 
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in  'die  xidmtj  of  Nenc wk:ti>  the)<^  i^  ;i  g«od  dea! 
of  mood  tx>  $)e  fecsn.  Almoii:  4II  the  topi  ^  the 
£aih  art  covtttA  With  k^  Hh^  decIividM,  «nd^e 
ybIas  ivitbm  view  lof  ;wltkli  the  witj  teads^,  sM>iti 

LEBANON. 

In  Cofsoedicat,  thit  lands  aive,  for  the  greater 
|mrty  appropnated  aa  pa&ura^  fi>r  cattle.    The 
fehTiroiis  of  Lebanon  ykdd  moit,  in  this  way. 
liiaa  any  othtx  part  of  the  State.     1^  townfliip 
lies  ia  tkz.  ooaitty  of  Windham,  which  contaiiw 
itbout  twenty  "-nine  thou&ndinhabitaffts,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  fixty  are  xi^oes.    The  papula- 
Hati  of  Lebanon  amomnts  to  about  four  thoa£ui(f 
fotil&  Tihbfe  hbufes/l^^hich  are  {ituated  t^^ 
mkf  be  &om  <mt  hundted  and  fifty  to  on^  htm*' 
tked  and  fkty;.  they  lie  all  in  a  fingle  ftreet, 
Irhich  is  between  two  and  three  hundred  toifet 
in  width,  &tyi  ferves  as  a  fort  of  common  paiinft 
for  the  cattle.     The  houfes  are/ in  general j  fmsXlf 
last  neat ;  and,  if  they  exhibdt  no  ^w  pf  afflu* 
ence,  as  little  do  they  preieat  any  marks  of  tibe 
?iroetchednefs  of  poverty.  ^  Such  is,  in  §emral,.  the 
^pearance  c^  the  hoafes  throughcmt  ConfieAt- 
"Cot. 

Beilde  Ihecp  and  fwine,  of  which  the  breed  is 

gft.j.     :  ^  good 
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good^  and  tibt  number  every  Ivk^re  cotiiideidUeji 
the  pe»!yple  of  Lebanpn  kecp>  ia  gennf^/  for  tfrtry 
two  acres  of  taoid  an  ox,  a  cow,  and  it  xtkvlt^  Th$y 
fell  off,  every  year,  a  fourth  part  of  their  bla?k 
cattio,  without  diftindlon  of  age.  But  hories  9it 
hot  fcid  before  they  be  three  yeais  old;  nor  ns^uka, 
till  they  be  two  years  Qld>  The  farmers  purchase 
piules  for  the  work  of  their  farms^  at  the  rate  <^f 
fc^ty  or  fifty  dollars  a  head. 

A  more  ikilful  hufbaodry^  a  cftr^ful  ch^ce  mi 
culture  of  grafi-ieeds,  a  judicious  tnanuiriag  q£ 
the  lands,  an  attentive  watening  and  cleaning  of 
the  meadows^  might  render  the  profits  of  the  far- 
mer Several  times  greater  than  they  H  prelfent  arei» 

* 

The  exQeffively  higk  price  of  labour  ma^y  be  a^ 
{edged  h^re,  as  el&vvhere,  to  be  the  great  reaibn 
of  the'prefcnt  imperfc(9tion  of  the  huihandry  of 
Conne&icpt.  Yet  iuch  a  reafon  can  have  leis 
force  in  the  cafe  of  pafiurage  than  in  that  of  til- 
lage. The  true  caufes  are  ignorance  atida  bigoCted 
perieverance  in  old  praftices.  Very  Bttle  of  d^e 
land  here  receives  the  benefit  of  xnanure.  ISFo 
pains  is  u&d  fo  colled  |fae  dung  which  might  be 
eaiUy  acxuitiulated  in  large  qiiantities.  The^a* 
borers  can  earn  &om  ten  to  twelve  dollacs  a 
fnonth.  The  be&  land  cofts  tv^cnty  dolliars  an 
acre. 

The  Jioufc  of  Mr-  Trum|>ttli,  member  of  the 

X  3  Congrcfa 
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Congrefs  has,  like  himfclf,  anair  of  fimplicityand 
igiodcfiy.  One  finds  it  neceflkry  to  make  an  dFort 
of  the  mind,  and  to  lay  afide  Europedn  prejudices^ 
in  order  to  recc^ncile  one's  felf  to  the  idea,  that 
this  is  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  richeft  nien  in  the 
State,  a  man  who  holds  one. of  the  moft  import- 
ant places  in  the-federal  government.  I  cannot 
AifEciently  praife  the  hofpitality  with  which  he 
received  me,  or  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  wor* 
thy  family.  Mr.' Trumbull  has  a  brother  who  is 
faihous  for  his  genius  in  painting.  He  has  un* 
dertaken  a  feries  of  hiftorical  paintings  of  the  inoft 
remarkable  events  of  the  war,  by  which  his  coun- 
try's independence  was  eftabliflied.  Several, of 
•thefo  have  been  already  exhibited  in  England, 
«fince  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prcfent  government 
of  the  United  States.  ^  ; 


HARTFORD. 

The  land  between  Lebanon  and  Hartford  is 

nearly  in  the  iame  ftatc,  as  far  as  I  have  fecn,  with 

<the  other  parts  of  Connefticut.     The  wood  is 

xhicfly  fine  oak  and  hickory.     A  few  large  trees 

-are-fingly  Scattered  here  and  there  in  the  open 

fields.     The  wood  has  the  appearance  of  having 

either  been  long  fince  planted,  or  elfe  of  belonging 

to  the  old  native  woods  of  America.     The  foil 

is  light,  and  is  very  much  covered  with  ifoncs ; 

•  '  . .  though. 
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though^  wliat  is  iurprizing,  the  houfei  ^re  all  qf 

wood.     The  land  is,  every  where,  more  or  lefs 

hilly.     Jt  irideed  expands  into  a  fine  plain  for  the 

fpace  of  eighty  miles,  along  Connedicut  River. 

The  foil  confifts  chiefly  of  a  hard  gravel  or  fand. 

The  meadows  exhibit  more  of  a  liycly  vprdurc, 

iind  the  dwelling-houfes,  every  where  confider- 

^bly  numerous  in  this  ftate^  Ijeoome  ftill  more 

fp,  the  nearer  you  approach^  to  Hartford.     You 

arc  rowed  acrofs  the  river  in  a  fefry-bo^t,  in  thp 

immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  tow%  ^ 

.    I  felt  myfclf  dif^pppinted  when  I  Jieard  that 

Colonel  Watworth  was  not  in  the  t^vm.     I 

had  beconie  acquainted  with  him  in  Philadelr 

phi^ ;  suid  he  had  giveri  me  a  prefi^g  invitatioii 

to  viiit  him  here.     In  the  expp<fl^tion  of  fiziding 

him,  I  had  negleded  to  procure  letters  to  any 

other  perfon  in  this  place.     It  was  farther  ut^- 

lucky,  that  feveral  pcrfons,  whofe  wealth  and  perr 

fonal  importance  ranked  them  among  the  moft 

eminent  men  in  the  United  States,  were,  how- 

ever,  unable  to  give  fatisfaftory  anfwer?  to  tho^ 

enquiries  which  1  was  the  pxoft  dcfirou$  to  make ; 

and  I  thi;s  faw  myfclf  likely  to  be  difappoinfcd  in 

jny  attcmptji  to  obtain  any  parlficular  informatipii 

concerning  a  town  that  is  Recounted  to  be  the 

chief  place  in  th^  State  of  Coniiedicut.     Yet,  in 

two  or  three  hoviies,  into  which  1  eained  admif- 

'       .  X  4  fion^ 
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fibh,  atod  1&  feti  titA  thkt  was  mndk  fitqticfited  by 
die  people  of  the  town,  I  met  with  (ornc  Hbff«- 
*fcblfe  ^d  intelligettt  ^erfons  who  rcfofed  not  fo 
fevour  me  with  answers  to  the  queftions  which  I 
^ul  to  th^fn.  The  following  h  the  fiibftance  of 
what  I  was  thus  afele  to  learn; 
* '  - 1 .  Hartforti  eohtain's  about  fix  thoulknd  inha* 
1>itafiits.  Their  number  is  yeiarly  increafing  in 
%he  fame  proportion  as  the  population  of  N<rw 
Condon  increafes.  2.  From  fixty  to  eighty  vcficls 
of  from  twenty  to  fixty  ta*is  each,  belong  to  this 
^port,  agreeably  to  what  I  was  told  at  New  Lt>n- 
don;  Some  Ihips  of  two  hurtdred  tons  burthtn 
■ate,  at  pi«fetlt,  in  building.  Thele  muft  fail, 
Hvithout  a  lading,  down  the  river,  as  its  uiiial 
*4*pth  is  not  above  fix  feet  of  water.  3.  The 
traffic  of  Hartford  is,  as  to  the  exportation  of  pio- 
"v^ifions,  the  places  to  whifch  thefe  are  exported, 
and  the  cargoes  brought  in  return,  of  the  iamc 
fort  with  tliat  of  New  London.  4.  Land  in  thefc 
•parts  cofts,  in  the  purchafe  of  a  farm,  frohi  thirty 
to  forty  dollars  an  acre ;  and  it  yields  crops  of 
Wheat.  5.  The  manufa^urcofcloth  which  had 
been,  fomi  years,  eftablifhed  here,,  in  Which  Co- 
lonel Watljrorth  had  a  large  concern,  and  which 
had  been  carried  'to  no  irtconfiderable  pcrfcftion, 
is  now  in  the  decfibie/  Thofo'  who  fiift  ragagcd 
•in  this  manufeftUfe,  have  felinquilhcd  it.  Their 
^    ^  fucccflbrs 
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JhccdTors-arc  threatened  mtk  gtcat  lofles,  ift  cott- 
leqticxrcc  of  the  fearcity  of  wotkmcn :  for,  it  is 
fo  much  more  profitable  to  go  to  fca  as  mariners  ; 
iatid  there  ate  fo  many  invitatibns  to  fettle  in  the 
country  as  petty  farmers ;  that  but  few,  in  com* 
parifbn^  are  dilpofed  to  remain  in  th4  condition 
of  working  artifans  in  a  manufafture.  Thcfc  cir- 
cumftances  are  adverfe  to  the  eftabli(hm,cnt  of 
manufaftures  in  the  United  States  in  general* 
Yet,  fincc  machinery,  applicable  to  almoft  all  the 
arts,  is  fo  eafily  moved  by  the  force  of  water  and 
^re,  the  fame  quantity  of  human  laboiu*  is  no 
longer  neceffary  to  manufactures. 

But,  the  neceffity  for  manufaduring  eftablilh* 
Hfients  is  not  fo  great  in  ConnedUcut  as  in  many 
other  places.  For  it  is  here  ulual  for  every  fa* 
mily  to  prepare  their  own  clothing ;  fo  that  the 
e^qyence  df  clothing  from  Europe  is  little  felt  by 
the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hartford  is  a  fmall  town,  regularly  built,  and 
interlefted  by  a  fmall  rivfer  which  defcends,  in 
its  approach  to  this  town,  through  many  beautiful 
irteadows  ;  and  flich  meadows  arc  very  frequent  in 
thcfc  parts.  The  houfcs  are  fmall  and  neat ;  no 
one  of  them,  being  of  a  better  appearance  'than 
iihe  reft.  A  houfe  is  now  in  building  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  meetings  of  the  aflembly  of  the 
jjcprefentiativics  t>f  the  State,  which  are  held,  al- 

•     ^  tcrnatelv^ 
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tcrnatcly,  in  Hartford  aiid  Newhavcn.  The  foun?i 
dations  of  this  houfe  are  laid  with  great  folidit)r 
of  ftnuflvre,  and  are  built  of  a  fort  of  red  fton^ 
that  is  common  in  this  country.  Its  two  uppef 
ftorics  are  of  bricks;  and  the  whole  is  almpft 
finiihed.  Its  appearance  is  very  good ;  but  it  has 
a  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  of  which  the  French 
architects  would,  perhaps,  not  readily  approve. 

The  appearance  of  thp  country  round  Hartford 
is  charn^ing*  It.exhibits  a  fucceffion  of  meadows 
which  are  naturally  fo  well  watered,  that  they 
diiplay,  at  all  times^  the  lively  veriiure  of  fpnng. 
Black  cattle,  horfes,  and  mules,  in  great  num? 
bcrs,  are  feen  feeding  upon  them  ;  and  abundance 
of  trees,  efpecially  fruit  trees,  are  difperfed  around 
them.  The  land  is  not  yet  very  completely  oct 
rupied  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  and,  by  confer 
quence,  the  houfes  are  not  exceedingly  numer- 
ous. Neither  are  the  houfes  {q  handfomcly 
painted  and  decorated  as  in  the  environs  of  Bof- 
ton.  But,  fmall  as  they  are,  they  eafily  contain 
every  thing  that  is  requifite  for  the  prefent  acconir 
modation  of  their  inhabitants ;  all,  in  Ihort,  that;, 
according  to  their  own  expreffions,  is  ncceiTary  to 
render  them  comfortable.  The  appearance  of  the 
pppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  ftiU  the  fame.  On 
both  fides  are  fine  meadowS;^  Ikirted  by  pretty 
liigh  hills  which  run  parallel  to  the  river. 

During 
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During  my  ftay  in  the  inn,  I  learned  that,  in 
thofe  parts  of  ConncAicut  which  lie  along  the 
river,  and  contiguous  to  Maflachufett3,  Jthere  is  a 
coafiderabk  quantity  of  hemp  produced,  thatfiip- 
plies  materials  for  a  manufafture  of  fail-cloth  in 
Springfield,  in  which  twenty  men  are  conftantly 
employed,  and  which,  during  thefe  feven  years 
which  have  elapfed  fince  its  eftablilhmeht,  has 
afforded  large  profits  to  the  owners. 

Hartford  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name.  The  county  contains  thirty-two 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  are  flaves. 

The  bank  in  Hartford  was  ercAed  in  the  month 
pf  May  1792,  conformably  to  an  ad  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  State.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  and  may  be  augmented  to  five 
hundred  thoufand.  The  Ihares  are  of  four  hun-^ 
dred  dollars  each.  The  diredors  are  forbidden  to 
circulate  paper  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fifty 
per  cent  upon  the  whole  capital.  This  bank  docs 
but  little  bufinefs ;  and  its  rate  of  dividend  is  only 
three  per  cent  for  every  fix  months.  Their  notes, 
for  a  dollar  each,  are  current  in  payment,  along 
Connc6licut  River,  and  for  fome  diftance  beyond. 
There  is  another  bank  which  alfo  accepts. them 
in  payment. 

MIDDLETON. 
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MIDDLBTOK. 

The  country  from  Hartford  to  Middleton  is 
chequered  with  frequent  woods,  and  enlivened 
with  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  The  road  leads 
along  the  bank  of  a  river ;  fomctirnes  approach-r 
ing  its  edge,  fomctimes  retiring,  though  never 
farther  than  half  a  mile,  from  it.  After  proceed- 
ing  ten  miles,  1  came  tQ  Weftfield,  afmall  fca- 
pbrt,  where  two  or  three  Ihips,  three  brigs,  and 
two  fchooners,  were  lying.  The  (hips  were  built 
at  Middleton,  this  very  year.  Other  ihips,  befidc 
thefe,  belong  alfo  to  Weftfield,  b^t  the  reft  were 
out  at  fea» 

Middlctoi^  is  the  market*-town  to  which  the 
farmers  from  the  iiorthem  parts  of  New  York^ 
Mafiachufctts,  and  Vermont,  bring  fpr  Me,  thofc 
horfes,  mules,  and  black  cattle  which  they  can 
iparc,  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  India  ifles. 
Some  fmall  veffels  take  on  board  their  cargoes  at 
Middleton  ;  but.  New  London,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  is  the  more  ulual  place  for  lading. 
Hartford  Ihares  with  Middleton  in  the  advantage? 
of  this  Cattle-market.  Middleton  is  a  hancMbmc 
town,  not  inelegantly  built,  and  has  trees  planted 
along  its  ftreets,  bnt  is  not  one-fourth  part  as  large 
as  Hartford.  This  fmall  place  has  b\it  few  Ihips. 
Middleton  is,  however,  the  feat  of  the  cuftom- 

houfe . 
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haa£Q  for  this  difbri^^  on  acCQunt  of  its  nearuqfs  to 
tfac  mouth  of  the  river,  from  which  it  is  not  [more 
than  twenty-nine  or  thirty  miles  4iftant.  When 
the  tide  has  flowed  in,  to  its  greateil  hei^t,  there 
is  (from  nine  to  ten  feet  depdi  of  water  at  Middle* 

t031« 

At  the  diftancc  of  two  miles  from  this  town, 
l^re  is  a  lead-mme  which  is  iaid  to  have  been 
vrrought  amid  the  n^ccffities  of  the  late  war^. 
Bvt,  it  is  £o  poor  in  cMre,  that  the  working  of  ijt 
would  ruin  the  pixaprietor,  even  though  the  prLc^ 
of  labour  were  cheaper.  ' 

The  exports  from  Middleton  amounted,  in  the 
year  1793,  to  the  value  of  thirty-one  .thoufand 
three  hundred-  and  fevcnty-five  dollars.  ^  It  was 
only  in  tiie  year  17^4  that  thecuftom-houie  was 
4e^blifiied  here.  A  bank  was  inftiti^ed  in  Mid>- 
dleton  in  the  month  of  October  1 7Q5.  Its  capitaji 
<conii1is  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ;  and,  by 
its  conftitution,  naay  be  augmented  to  four  hun- 
dred thouland  doHars.  The  regi^tions  for  ite 
management  ar&  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
bank  of  Hartford.  No  dividend  has,  as  yet,  been 
paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Middleton  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name.  The  whole  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  county  is  about  nir^teen  liiouiand,  of 
whom  two  hundred  are  flaves. 

From 


^ 
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From  Middleton,  the  highway  leads  on  tovmi 
Ncwhaven,  between  the  river  and  the  hiils  which 
life  On  each  fide,  in  a'parallel  direcftion,  and  at  no 
great  diftance  from  its  haiiks.    The  afpeft  of  this 
tra6t  of  country  is  little  interefi:ing;  it  ia  but 
thinly  inhabited ;  its  fields  dilplay  no  lively  ver- 
dure ;  its  cultivation  is  negligent ;  its  general  ap- 
pearance is  difagreeable.     Here  is  a  greater  fliow 
of  wood,  confifting  chiefly  of  oaks,  and  exhibit* 
ing  no  pines.     Such  is  the  flatc  of  the  country, 
to  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven.     The  way  is 
fometimesftony;  fometimes  merely  fandy.  When 
you  come  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven,  the  hills 
gradually  fiibfide ;  and  you  pafs  along  a  trad  oP 
morafs.     The  pains  requifiteto  make  the  road 
firm  and  dry,  though  it  might  have  been  cafdy 
fiiccefsful,  appears  to  have  been  fteglefted.     The 
tide  rifes  to  within  four  miles  :of  Newhaven ;  and 
often  fo  fwells  the  fraall  river  of  the  fame  name, 
as  to  make  it  fpread  over  the  highway.     To-day 
it  was  diffufed  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile. 
Were  the  land  here  lels  maflhy,  and  lefs  frequently 
flooded ;  yet  the  foil  is  fandy  and  incapable  of  fer- 
tihty.     Some  filver  firs  are  thinly  fcattered  over 
this  traft,  and  make  but  a  poor  appearance.     It 
has  not  the  appearance  of  a  territory  fit  for  til- 
lage, but  may  anfwer  well  enough  for  pafture- 
land. 

NEWHAVEN. 
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NEWHAVEN. 

The  town  of  Newhaven  covers  a  pretty  large 
ipace  of  ground ;  for,  its  houfes  are  detached,  by 
confiderable  intervals,  from  one  another.  A  nuni- 

< 

bcr  of  com-fieids  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
town.  The  ftreets  crofs  one  another  at  right 'an- 
gles, and  are  fliaded  with  rows  of  trees.  Thd 
houfes  are  aJmoft  all  of  wood,  and  there  is  none 
of  them  handfome.  Two  great  ftonc  buildings', 
jbelonging  to  the  college,  with  the  church  and  the 
aflcmbly-houfe,  Handing  round  the  church-yard, 
compole  the  principal  part  of  the  town.  ' 
'  But,  the  afpcdl  of  this  town  is,  on  the  whole, 
pleafing.  Its  fituation  feems  to  be  a  healthy  one  ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  proportion  of  annual 
deaths  is,  at  leaft  as  fmall  here  as.  in  any  other 
town  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Yet,  the 
yellow  fever  made  great  havock  in  this  place  lall 
year ;  and,  in  the  prefent  year,  many  have  been 
fwcpt  ofFby  an  epidemic  dyfentery,  both  here  and 
in  Hartford.  Of  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons 
who  died  here  in  the  months  of  Auguft,  Sep- 
tember, and  Oftober,  out  of  a  population  of  five 
thotiiand  fouls,  ninety-five  died  of  a  dyfentery. 
The  harbour  lie$  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  about 
four  miles  in  length,  which  is  formfed  between 
Long-Illand  and  the  main-land :  but  it  is  dry, 
-  —        -  /  when 


\vhen  the  tide  has  ebbed ;  fo  that^  till  a  hew  quay 
fliall  be  built,  fliips  cannot  cottvenicntly  take  in 
tb€ir  cargoes  here*  The  flowing  tide,  howeytr, 
fills  thi^  harbour  with  fix,  and  ordinarily  with  fgiMr 
feet,  of  water.  The  anchorage,  though  wo^e  thm 
that  at  New  lx)ndon,  is,  however,  pretty  good* 

No  fewer  than  fifty  fliips  belong  to  this  port* 
Only  one  of  thefe  fails  to  Europe :  Another  m^es 
its  voyages  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  cargoes  o/ 
wood,  oxen,  mules  and  horfes,  which  ^jre  fiip^ 
pUed  from  the  adjacent  country  to  the  diftanc^  of 
^  forty  miles  i^Qund.  The  remaining  veiTels  are  en- 
gaged in  the  coafting-trade,  particularly  with  New 
York.  The  exports  from  Newhaven  amoui^d, 
in  the  year  1791>  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  thoufand  and  forty- three  dollars ;  in 
1792,  to  two  hundred  and  fercn  thouland  and 
forty-one  dollars ;  in  1 793,  to  one  hundred  and 
forty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eigbty-jfcvea 
dollars ;  in  1 79-**  to  one  himdred  and  feventy- 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-nine  doj'^ 
lars;  in  1795,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thoufand  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

The  whole  of  the  vcflTels  in  the  harboi;ir  6fiCi 
not  exceed  three  thoufand  tons,  Eig^t  pdckf;t« 
boats,  failing  regularly  between  Newhaven  and 
New  York,  convey  to  the  latter  a  great  part  of 
the  imports  from  the  iflcs,  together  with,  a  codo'- 

fiderable 
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fidendble  c)naiit!l7  ^^ttin>  which  gtows  in  tiie 

caimtryt.ab0Qt  Ntwhaven^ .  but  cannot  be  hero 

fold.  ■  'STfae  capitals  of  the  merchants  aboijt  Ncvir^ 

haven  appear  to  be .  imaller  than  thofe  of  did 

merchants  in  any  other  fea-.poit  town  of  C^n- 

nedicut.     Not  one  of  them  is,  aloue^  mafter  of 

a  whole  fliip*     The  number  oT  oi^brers .  is  ftidi; 

that  they  never  tbink  of  infcring  a  voffci.  Wheri 

any  imliicky  accident  happens,  the  ibfs  being  di-* 

Vided  atnong  many  owners,  is  but  a  Jittle  ta  eachi 

Yet,  within  thefe  lafl:  two  years>  the-  ibfies  botK 

by  fliipwreck  and  capture,  have  been  fo  great, 

that  the  merchwitg  of  Newlja^ven  begin,  like 

olhecis,'^  to  find  it  prudent  to  infurc'    Trade  has 

been,  for  thefe  fbme  y^ars,  without  either  jda^ 

dinimg  or.^ncreafing,  in  this  place;  and  thecal 

has'been  the  ^me  with  the  papulatio^i.    Tho 

foil  is,  geaeraiiy,  rich  about:  Newhaven.     When 

fufficiendy  manured,  it  yields  fifty  bufhdi^  0f 

maize,  an  acre ;  and  there  is  a  great  abundaaco 

of  fea^weeds,  which,  iii  mixture  with  common 

duBg>  are  u&d  as  a  very  fertihzing  manxlre*  Much 

land,  in  this  ildghbourhood,  is'covered  with  very 

old  and  indiiferent  wood,  which  makes  it  not 

eftjSly  iufceptlble  of  agricultural   improvemcti£^ 

N6ar4Ehe  town^  the  price  ofknd  is  from  fourisen 

to  eight  dollars^cre;     Labourers  receive  fonr  oir 

five  fkUlings  ^Iday,  ajid  in  fummer,twei?€4aUa£8 

Vol.  II.     /  Y         "       *  ^  month. 
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a  moritli^  or  for  the  whole  iuinmer  montiis^  ^g^ty 
dollars  as  their  wagei.  Tht  cattle  are  of  middling 
quality.  The  beft  pair  of  oxen  in  tlie  countiy 
may  be  bad  &)r  iixty  dollars. 

_  « 

The  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  Is 
not  great.  Moft  of  them  have  farms  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, which  fiipply  provifions  for  their  fami* 
lies.  Thelc  fmall  poffeflions  in  the  hands  of  the 
town's-pcople,  make  it  impoffible  for  thofe  who 
have  a  furplus  of  produce,  to  find  a  lale  for  it  in 
Nevvha^eii ;  it  is,  acfcordingly,  fent  to  New  York. 
A  more  ftriking  confcqucnce  of  this  economy,  is 
the  negleft  of  improving  agriculture. 

Two  opulent  merchants,  about  a  year  fincc, 
creAed  a  cottoji-work  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles 
from  the  town.  The  fpirining-engine  is  put  in 
motion  by  water ;  but  the  weaving  is  perfoxtoct} 
entirely  by  human  labour.  A  great  number  of 
people  are  employed ;  but  the  dereii^on  of  this 
mimufa6ture  may  be  foretold,  as  its  Iticcefs  is  op- 
pofed  by  all  the  obftacles  common  in  fimilar  cafes. 
Belides,  the  expence  upon  the  buildings  has  been 
far  too  Corilidcrable* 

A  bank  was  ere^d  in  Newhaven,  in  the  month 
of  Oftober  1702.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars;  and  is  divided  into  ^two  htmdttd 
fbares  of  five, hundred  dollars  each>  It  began  to 
trahfaft  bulinels>  only  in  the  year  1 706.  The  fiift 
t      .  '  ,.  .  .dividend 
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diyidend  upon  the  ihares^  is  to  be  paid  in  January 
»l  797.  Shared  in  it  are  now  at  a  premium  of  five 
dollsBTs  aboY^  the  original  price;  Money  is  faud  tp 
have  been  fo  fcarce,  in  this  place,  before  the  in-: 
ftitution,  that  what  can  be  now  obtained  at  the 
intereil  of  four  dollars  a  month  for  the  principal 
fum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  was  not  then  to  b^ 
had  for  lefs  than  four  per  centi  a  month,  with 
fecuiity* 

The  ravages  of  the  Engliih^  during  the  war, 
mined  the  people  of  Newhaven,  who>  to  rrnko 
up  for  their  loiTes,  turned  ufiirers.  The  eftabliih*-; 
ment  of  the  bank  put  an  &nd  to  the  trade  of 
ufury.  The  interfeft  of  money  is  now  reduced  to 
one  or  one  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  to  the  mo* 
ncy-lenders ;  and  to  them,  none  have  recourlc, 
fave  fuch  as  have  no  credit  vnth  the  bank. 

Near  -Newhkven  $re  ftill  Ihcwn  the  rocks, 
among  which  Golf  and  WAt>LET>  two  of  the 
judges  that  condemned  Charles  the  firft  of  Eng- 
land, lay  concealed  from,  the  fearch  which  was 
made  for  them,  by  the  command  of  Charles  the 
fecond.  Here  is,  alfo,  a  bridge,  under  wjxich 
they  .remained  for  fome  days,  while  the  .fbldiersj 
their  piurfuers,  fought  them  bat;k\Vardr  and  for-' 
ward,  above. 

There  is,  in  NeWhaveii,  &  college  of  cpnfider-, 
aUyold  iniUtutlon,  which  is  £aid  to  afi^>rd  as  good 

Y2  inftnidioa 
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iftftru<ftion  for  youth,  as  any  other  ieminaify  in  thfe 
whole  United  St«es.  To  this  college  belongs  a 
library  of  two  or  three  thousand  volumes^  with 
a  cabinet  of  fpecimens  of  natural .  hiiloi^>  and  a 
ferall  mufeum,  which  receives,  every  yeaiv  gteat 
additions,  and-  muft  (bon  become  very,  confidor- 
iblci  There  are  in  the  town^  one  £piico{)aly  and 
three  Pirefby terian  churches.,  -  ^ 

The  town  is  affirmed  to  have  been  dami^^ 
by  Commodore  Tryon,  in  the  year  1779,  *©thc 
amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou^ind  di^l- 
ters.  It  is  the  head-town  of  the  coun'ty  of  the 
latri^  name.  The  county  contains  abcmt  thirty- 
three -thoufarid  inhabitants,  of  whom  four,  hun- 
dred iare  flaves. 


.OftSlRVATIONS  ON  CONNECTICUT. 

t^  Thfe  Engliih  colony  by  x^s^ich  ConneAiait  wai 
fifft  occupied^  arrived  in  the  year  l683*  Thqr 
had  a  patent,  granted  to  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany by  the  Earl  of  Wakvi^ick,  in  the  year 
iOSO,  They  had  to  cohtiend  with  the  Indians, 
tvho  would  not  relinquifli  their  tenitories  to 
fltangers  without  a  ftruggle. '  ftv  1^2,  the  co- 
fony  pf"'Corihe<9:icut  obtained  a  charter,  which 
fixed  the  form  bf  their  future  government.  *T5ic 
people  were  enthufiaftic  Frcibyteiians^  and  lived 
ht  impiieit  fubmiffion  to  their  minifteiis.  Nb^'per* 

^-  ^  {OVL 
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-fya  OGTuld  be,  here^  a  fteeman^  without  bdc^ging 
to  thcf  Prefbytcrian  kirk  ;  and  none  but  (leexfitjn 
could  have  a  voice  in  ele^ions. 

The  moft  exceffive  intolerance,  the  moft  yior 
lent  pcrfecution,  enfued— agatnft  the  Qiiiak^rs  in 
particidar,  who  were  treated  as  the  worft  of  hero- 
tics,  were  tortured,  banilhed,  abufed  with  ftripe?, 
even  put  to  death. 

At  prefent,  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of 
Connefticut,  is  the  fame  as  before  the  revolution. 
A  ihort  a<ft  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  ftate,  mentions,  that  the  old  conftitu- 
tion eftablifhed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond, 
is  ftill  agreeable  to  the  people ;  that  the  privileges 
of  freemen,  and  the  admiffipn  to  them,  fliati,' 
therefore,  remain  fuch  as  they  were  before  ;  that, 
in  fhort,  there  Ihall  be  no  change,^  except  the 
aboliticHi  of  regal  authority.     The  Legiflature 
confifts  of  an  Under-houie,  or   Houfe  of  Ec- 
prefentatives,  and  an  Upper-houfe,  or  Council. 
Thefe  two  houfes  ^united  compofe  the  fupreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  ftate,-  before  which  all 
luits  at  law  may  be  brought  by  a  laft.  appeal,  actd 
which  has  power  to  mitigate  or  annul,  all  fen- 
tences  of  inferior  judges.     The  Governor  and 
Deputy-go\  ernor  are  elcAed  annually.    The  Gor 
vcrnor  prefides  in  the  Council,  and  is  alio  Speaker 
in  the  Houfe  of  Rcprefentatives :  befidc  which,  he 
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can  itiflucncc  the  voices  of  fcveral  other  mcmbcw 
of  the  Lisgiflature. 

The  meetings  of  the  Affembly  take  place  in 
the  months  of  May  and  Oftober.  The  members 
-of  thq  fupreme  judicial  court  of  theftatc,  thofc  of 
the  county  courts,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
are  nominated  from  among  the  members  of  the 
legiflature.  The  firft  of  thefe  three  daffes  of 
judges  remain  in  office,  for  that  precife  length  of 
time  for  which  they  are  nominated  by  th^  legif- 
lature :  The  two  laft  can  be  nominated  only  for 
-one  year,  but  may  be  re-appointed  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  The  Governor  and  the  Council  name 
the  IherifFs,  who  bold  their  offite  without  limita- 
tion as  to  its  continuance. 

The  laws  of  England  are  the  foundation  of 
'  thofe,  as  well  of  Connefticut,  as  of  almoft  all  the 
refl  of  the  United  States,  Little  alteration  has 
been  made  upon  them.  The  law  concerning  the 
fucceffion  to  the  property  of  perfons  dying  in- 
teflate,  is  entirely  that  of  England ;  it  is,  now, 
in  full  force,  throughout  all  the  Ajnerican  ftatcs; 
and  it  provides,  that  a  third  part  of  the  property 
of  the  deceafed  fhall  belong  to  his  widow,  and 
that  the^  remainder  Ihall  be  diftributed  in  equal 
portions  among  his  children ;  but  with  certain 
reftri(ftion& ;  iuch  as,  that  when  one  of  the  chil- 
dren dying  leaves  progeny,  or  in  any  fonjlar  paff > 
:^  .  his 
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hisipart  is,  of  cqpfequence^  to  be  again  diftributed. 
The  laws  relative  to  debtors^  order  the  ikle  of  the 
goods,  moveables^  and  lands  of  the  debtor,  when 
a  debt  cannot,  otherwifc,  be  recovered  from  him, , 
and  even  allow  his  perfon  to  be  arreted,  in  cafe 
of  infolvenfcy.  The  criminal  law  has  all  the  feve* 
rity  of  that  of  England.  One  article  (of  which  I 
know  ];K>t  whether  it  be  at  prefent  in  force  in 
England,  as  it  is  one  of  the  old  laws  of  Connec- 
ticut) ordains,  that  whofocver  Ihall  deny  the  exift- 
cnce  of  God,  or  the  myftery  of  the  bleffed  Trinity, 
or  the'-  divine  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  Ihall 
be  held  unfit  for  any  public  office,  till  he  repent 
and  acknowledge  his  error ;  and  that,  in  cs^fe  of 
relapfe,  after  fuch  repentance^  he. ihall  be  put  out 
of  the  proteftion  of  the  law.  Th^  laws  yefpcd.- 
ing  marriage  authorife  divorce,  in  the  cafes  of 
adiiltery,  or  marria[ge  within  the  forbidden  der* 
grees  of  confanguinity.  If  a  man  and  hi?  wifp 
have  been  parted  for  feven  years,  by  the  abfcnce 
qt  one  or  the  other  of  them  beyond  feas ;  or  if 
lather  party  go  upon  a  fea-voyage  that  is  tp  be  of 
three  njonths  continuance,  and  ifn  a  fhip  of  yyJlrich 
jiews  cannot  be  received  within  Icfs  than  three 
months;  or  if  there  be  reafon  to  believe  that  cither 
pf  the  two  parties  hfts  been  lofl  upon  fuch  a  voyage; 
then  the  other  party,  whether  man  or  woman,  go- 
:  ing  before  a  magiftrate,  and  prefenting  fatisfadory 
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iinAeieA  df  thefe  £i&a,  may  okk^  ftom  him)  H 
he  ihali*  J^Ji^  ^  ^he  t^orcumftances  of.  tht  t:afi 
fib  requkd  iti  a  £iial  dii}^\ition  of  tbe  maiviage. 
This  lancv  tondemns  aay  perfon>  wbetber  xAn  or 
3vmman>.tbat  Ihall  put  an  the  xliie&  proper  to  tiie 
other  ifex^  to  pay  a  fine  of  fcvcBty-fivc  dottart 

lAduit^ty,  till  the  ye^  1784,  was  liabfe  tB  be 
^unifhed  with  death :  it  is  now  punifiied  only 
"Cl^th  public  wl^pping^  and  with  the  ieariag  of  a 
red-hot  Iron  on  the  forehead.   .  .Rape  is  piaiiilhcd 

.with  dtath,  upon  the  oath  of  the  woman  by  whom 

•  * 

it  has  been  filtered,  and  at  her  expr^  ofequeft: 
hvBt  there  ils  no  inilanic6  of  the  execution  <of  this 
law;  ~ai«d  the  people  of  Connefticut  fay^  that  fudi 
'crkAes  can  never  happfen  in  the  ftate,  or,  what  is 
liiorc.  probably  the  truth,  that  the  extreme  fc- 
'Verity  of  the-  law  detdrs  both  the  fiiifeier  ftom 
<jomplain^  and  the  profligate  from  incurring  fuch 

guiit. 

The  laws  againft  gaming,  afe  exccffively  ftverc  ♦ 
in  CoiAieaifettt.     One  of  thefe  is  a^iuft  horfc- 
racing :  Thfe  it  regards  as  to  idle  plcaftrrc,  J«4ii<^h 

ts  Attefid*a  Vrtth  difbrtiet'  and  riot,  thatutttrly 
flftifeate  the  *nd  of  its  ittftiiution^  as  a  itffcaWS  for 
iteproviiig  the  hrtcd  of  hbtfts.  The  kw  for  the 
fcilllowihg  *f  tiafe  Sabbath,  forbids  ali  profane  di- 

-  Vfirfiohs  trpbH  thkt  <^y,  land  Is  tsiceffivdy  ibift* ' 
Itis  prebabl*>  &^t  tfc«  proJiibktoti  <^jouafmc$  on 

a  Sunday 
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E  Shificfay  niigbt  fail,  tttfdtefiMj^,  into  difilfe,  trore 
it  hot,  that  aiiill-tlftturfed^/Ssiki[$^mt»  has  it  now  in 
his  povrei-  tA  thwart  aad  finr  an j  perifdn  attempt^ 
ing  fiich  a  journey  {  tod  that  « very  one  thmks  it 
necdiaty  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  teized  by 
inch  impAtincnce. 

The  poor'a  laws  hate  occafioncd  the  difficult 
'Which  a  ftraaiger  pafiing  from  <xie .  town  to  ati** 
'  other,  or  coming  /from  anotb^r  ihite,  finds^  in 
ending  a  iettlentKnt  in  a  new  Situation.  The 
tmly  condidom  upoti  which  fiich  a  per  ion  can  be 
ddjBefticated  in  his  nsrw  place  >o(  reiideti^e,  are^ 
his  either  pofTefiing  a  j^nroperty  of  at  Icaft  an  huii'- 
dred  dollars^i  or  having  re£dcd  fix  years  in  the 
place ;  and  without  theie  conditions^  he  will  not 
obtain  relief  in  diftrefe  from  poverty.  The  fde  A- 
men  who  arc,  in  evti^  towiiihlp,  the  dircdors  of 
the  police,  are  to  prevent  the  iettleincnt  of  ^l 
Grangers  who  pazmot  fatisfy  them  in  regard  tcx 
.  tfaoie  conditions.  Every  town  ^s  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  its  own  poor,  and  the  felcdl-naen  have 
aiithotity  over  the  education  ajid  condud  of  the 
dhiildren  ^f  .poor  parents,  till  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty  years.  FrcMtri  this  age, 
*thcy  are  no  longer  fujbjed  to  the  particular  direc-r 
tion  of  the  ]£lders.  '  The  wandering  poor,  who 
tope  ufudly  wounded  foldiers  or  flxipwrecked  fea-^ 
liien,  receive  temp6rary  relief,  at  .the  pleafure  of 

thp 
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the  fdeft-mcn.^  What  thcfc  bcftoiwr,  is  aftcr« 
wards  repaid  to  them^  by  the  Union, .by  the 
State,  or  by  the  particular  town,  according  to 
the  circumftahccs  of  the  cafe. 

Befide  tiie  political  diyiiion  of  the  dates  mto 
counties  and  townlhips,  Connedlicut  acknowr 
ledges  two  iubdiviilotis  into  parifhes  and  fchool- 
diftrids*  In  each  town  or  fociety,  the  houfc- 
holders  of  the  houfcs  which  iland  together,  have 
a  right  to  aiTemble,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  the 
regulation  of  certain  parts  of  their  common  inter- 
efts.  They  chufe  their  miniftcrs ;  and  impofe, 
for  their  fupport,  a  general  tax,  at  the  pleafurc  of 
the  majority,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  by  every 
one  in  proportiori  to  the  particular  ftate  of  his  for- 
tune* The  towns  nominate  the  coUeftors  of  the 
tax;  and  it  muft  be  paid  by  the  people,  with- 
out evafion.  But,  when  any  perfon  finds  hiro- 
felf  to  be  taxed,  not  in  a  due  proportion  to  his 
property;  he  may  appeal  to  the  County  Court, 
which  will  take  care,  that  juftice  be  done  him. 
The  colleftors,  as  well  of  this  tax,  as  of  thofc  fpr 
the  expeiices  of  the  ftate,  are  accountable  for  the 
,  money  which  they  levy,  and  punilhable  fpy  em- 
bezzlement or  majverfation  in  office.  Miniftcrs 
for  whom  their  parilhes  refufe  tp  make  adequate 
provifion,  can  have  recourfe  to  the  General  Aflcm* 
bly,  which  will  give  otder^  lor  the  collection  and 

payment 
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payment  of  tl^e  proper  fiims.  That  ,Aff9inb|f 
has^  likewiie^  the  power  qf  fettling  minift^rs  in 
^ch  pariihes  as  h^ye  rerqained^  for  one  whole  ywf, 
vacant,  and  of  ordering  provifion  to  be  m^  fqr 
the  fupport  of  the  minifters  thus  fettled. 

A  law  enaifted  in  the  year  17Q1,  permits  per- 
fons  whofe  religious  perfuafion  difFejrs  from  that 
of  the  coromxmity  in  which  they  live,  to  aifqci- 
ate  themfelves,  as  to  the  matter  of  religion,  with 
^me  community  of  whpf^  form  of  worlhip  they 
approve,  and  to  add  their  contributions  to  thole 
for  the  lupport  of  their  own  religion  only.  But, 
this  i?  permitted  folely  under  thefe  conditions ; 
I.  That  they  make  their  intention  previoully 
known  to  the  feleft-men  of  the  town ;  2.  That 
the  religion  which  they  chufe,  be  fome  mode  of 
Chriftianity;  3.  That  they  do  not,  afterwards, 
claim  a  voice  in  any  parochial  meetings,  except 
when  the  bufmefs  of  the  fchools  is  under  confider- 
ation.  Pre£byterianifm  is  the  prevalent  religion 
throughout  Connedicut.  Its  minifters,  the  'zeal 
df  its  followers,. and  the  appropriation  of  the  placed 
in  the  colleges  to  Prclbyterians  exclufively,  afford 
very  great  advantages,  to  prevent  it  from  being 
fupplanted  by  any  other  form  of  religion.  The 
Anabaptifts  are,  next  after  the  Prefbyterians,  the 
moft  numerous  fed  in  the  ftate.  Although  the 
letter  of  the  law  have  eftablilhed  freedom  of  reli- 

V  gious 


igioiis  fttitimcttts  in  Conttftdioit ;  ^uch  fi^Kftlfb 
^'fc,  however,  fair  irdhi-being  kfi^f^n  here.  Prefty- 

tei^enifm  rdgns  iiti  idl  its  rigo^,  defpotifrA^  and 

intolerance. 

Another  law  long  prior  to  the-revohition,  obliges 
'*Very  feveftty  fain  flies  ih  ConfieAicut,  to  ^mai^ain 

m 

li  CDMifton  fchdol  fb^  eleven  riionths  in  the  yfear . 
Beading  add  writing  aire  appdfinted  to  he  there 
taught.  If  the  nurtiber  'of  famiBieB  be  (indfer  fc- 
tenty,  they  are,  theh,  obKged  to  maiiifcain  their 

•  l&hobl,  ohly  for  fix  months  in  the  year.  Eveiy 
town  forming  a  regular  in<bo¥por^tion,  muft  keep 

"a  grammar-fchool,  in  which  English,  Latin,  ami 
Greek  are  to  be  taught.     The  different  Ibcicties 

•  are  to  name,  eaeh,  a  deputation  to  vifit  and  regit- 
ktc  the  fchools.  For  e wry  ^k^ufand  dollars  of 
taxation  to  the  {late,  two  dollars- are  «to  be  paid  for 
the  iupport  of  the  fchools.  The  -teachers  have 
felaries  proportioned  to  the  taxation  of  the  dif- 
trifts  to  which  they  belong.  Towrts  or  cortimu- 
tiitics  entrufted  with  particular  funds  for  the  fop- 
port  of  fchools,  can  receive  no.  intereft  fron^  thofe 
funds,  while  they  delay  to  ere6t  the  fchools  for 
which  it  was  deftined ;  and  lofe  the  principal,  if 
they  Ihall  attempt  to  divert  it  to  any  different^  pur- 
pofe.  Towns  or  pariflies  having  no  faimdations 
{(ft  fchook,  riiuft  either  fupport  their  fchof^ls,  en- 
tirely Qut  of  the  appointed  tax^,  or  muft,  at  leaft 

contribute 
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eix^sanJk^t^  (mjstkdi  <4  thft.  m^^tiB  (orikp,  aJWr, 

continues  to  be  left  to  the  inhabitants. 

itt^ery  ttjwni  ts^Ioe  i^glliw«C^  of  t^ij^  fl^te  of  tho; 
fdoiools;  Upon  tbcir;f»itor4$>  tind  in  thi3:|«»pQr- 
tions  in. which  thdc-ditclar^  the  falanes.'tQ -fecV 
Ksfpd^irdy,  dcferved,-r-rA©.toiwnsi)iake  pp^ymOiJt 
ofijie  monjey  which  has  bceii  levied*  fgi^tb*  tea^h* 
m.  Where  there  are  no^fbl^ols^  Qvhut  very  badf 

pmas;  tiic  propoitwn  of  the  tiw  is.withhidd*  in. 
order  that  it  may  be  h^ikoY^  where  it .  1^  b^n 
better  earned.  TJbcnerb^  however,  no.Jttftance  <^ 
a^townHoripai^iih^  iremaihibg,  negligently^  nfiihout 
a  fchooL  Many .  communities  maiptst©  *  ]their 
&hook  for  a  greater  part  q£  the  year,  tb^¥i  ithcy: 
are,  by  la,w,  obliged  to:  do, .  The^feleiShiBcn  «»n,d: 
the  ilepnttaiiions  fi;om  :&e  communitjids ;  manage^ 
the  farms  and  other  revenues  of  the-fid^KX^ft. 
,  Th^  teiDchers  are  commonly  yoqngr  ipen  .from 
the  colfcgc^,  .ftmknte  of  kw  or  theology^.  Th?it^ 
iklaiaesiaitftt  the  pleafijreof  the  differ^fe^^^^riih^,. 
from  two  to  th^  hundred  dollars.  Alp^ik  alt 
tJiofowhonow  aft  a  dsftlngu^ilhed  ,|»$^\  in  the 
pdyifisci^  bafiiK^  of  T^^:  JSngkn^  Ix^an  <tkeir 
csiiscraa.  t<n)chei%  ia  todfe  'fcbpok;  i^ifymP^ 

that 
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that  is  accounted  exceedingly  honourable.  iSoni^*-^ 
timtB,  where  the  faJary  is  fmali,  women  are  chofen 
to  he  the  teadiers.   Even  thefe  muft^  ih  this  cafe, 

» 

be  well  qualified  to  teach  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic.  • 

•  Every  county  muft  have  a  fehool  for  Greek  atid 
Latin.  '  A  fine  of  three  dollars  is  exa^ed  from 
parents  neglecting  to  fend  their  children  to  fchooL 
The  fdeft-men  have  authority  to  levy  it. 

One  natural  confequence  from  the  carefiil  ob- 
fervatic^  of  this  law  is,  that  hardly  a  perfbn  can^ 
fee  m^t  with  in  Conne^fticut,  any  more  than  in 
MafiTachufetts,  who  is  not  qualified  to  read,  write^ 
^nd  perform  the  common  operations  of  arithme- 
tic ;  and  that  the  general  manneirs  are  better,  the 
laws  more  faithfully  obfcrved,  and  crimes  more 
rare,  here,  than  in  other  places.  The  punifhment 
h^s  not,  as  yet,  been  abolifhed  in  Conne Aicut.  It 
is,  however,  rcferved  for  crimes  of  extraordinary 
atrocity  ;  and,  for  thefc  lafl  eight  years,  has  been> 
In  no  inflance,  inflii^ed. 

An  aft,  pafTed  in  the  year  1795,  ajjpropfiates, 
for  the  fiipport  of  the  public  fchools,'  whatever 
films  of  money  fhall  arife  from  the  fale  of  thoie 
lands  which  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and  arc 
fituate  weftward  from  Pennfylvania.  Thcfe  fiims 
are  to  be  put  out  at  interefl ;  and  the  annual  reve* 
nuei  vi^hick  they  fhatl  thus'affi>rd,  is  to  be  divi(}ed 

among 
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0ng  theichoois  of  the  dMereiiLt  parijOies,  .a(9^ 

cording  to  the  prnporbona  in  .which  thefe  paii&ed^ 

jrefpedivelj^  contribute  to  the  pUbUc.  expenditure 

of  the  State*     At  the  plea&re  of  a  majority  of 

two-thirds  of  the  people  of  any  pariih^  this,  fund 

may  be  iq)pUed  to  the  main^ance  of  the  vbim* 

fter^infteadof  that.of  thefchoolmafter.  i  -Every 

parrQiis  at  liberty  to  make  this  particular  di^aiai 

of  its  own  portion  of  the  nioncy .     But, .  in  this 

cafe,  all  the  difierent  fe^ls,  within  the  limits,  of 

the  parilh,  muft  receive  their  refpedivc  ihares// . 

.  The  fervitude  of  the  negroes  has  not  been  abb-? 

lifhed  in  this  ftate  as  in  MalTachufetts.     It  is  here 

ordained  by  law,^  that  every  negro  bornin  the  ftate 

iince  the  year  1784,  fhall,  at  the  age  of  twentyr 

one  years,  be  declared  free.     It  is  allowed^.that 

the  intereft  of  the  law-givers  had  fom^dhard  in 

diftating  the  particulars  of  this  decree.     No  bid 

law  exifted  in  favour,  of  fla  very, ;  though  it  iirais, 

indeed,  >pQuntenanced  by  feme  judicial  fcnfeciib^ 

of  the  courts,  pronounced  rft  the  inftanceof  niaf-, 

ters  of  ruhaway  flaves^   The  confiderations  which 

moved  the  legiflature  to  determine  as  they.did  hi 

this  bufinefs,  were,  refpeft  to  property,  and  thii 

fear  of  dangerous  confequences  as  likely  to  ^  arii^ 

£roxn  a  fudden  and  general  emancipation. '  Buti 

ftich  refpedl  for  property  of  this  nature  was^flbu 

grant  injul^ice ;  iince  it  was  never  before  cxpre&l^y 

acknow- 
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acknowledged  hy  tks  laws>  and  sauftcd^^bat  hf 
diihoiieil  &£reranc6.  In  regard  to  the  dread  ei 
conie^uenees ;  th^  number  of  ne^oe^  in  the  State 
of  Conne^icut^  wa&  too  incbnfiderabk  to  afford 
any  pkufibiB  pretence  for  iuch  alarm*  The  caft 
of  Maflachufetts,  udiLch  in  refped  to  ilnTcry,  Aood 
in. the  fame  fituation  with  Connedicut^  and  hi 
which  them  were,  at  thetime  of  the  general  emanr 
cipatiorv  a  greater  number  of  negroes  in  iervitude, 
fiiificicntly  evinces  the  futility  of  this  pretence. 
The  commionity  have  there  experienced  no  yn- 
fortunate  confequences  from  the  emancipalion  of 
the  negroes*  Few  of  thefc  have  made  any  crimi^ 
nal  abuic  of  their  liberty.  Neither  robbery  noi 
inurdc]:  is  more  frequent  than  beibre.  Almoft  all 
the  emancipated  negroes  remain  in  the  condition 
of  fcrvaitts ;  as  they  cannot  enjoy  their  freedom^ 
^vithout  earning  means  for  their  fubfiftence;  Some 
of  them  have  fettled^  in  a  fmall  Way^  as  arti&qs 
or  huflnndmen.-  Their  number  is,  on  the  whok^ 
greatly  diminifhed.  And  on  this  afi<count^  the  ad» 
Vooates  for  flavery  maintain,  that  the  negroes  of 
Mailachtiietts  have  not  been  made,  in  any  degree, 
happier  by  their  general  emancrpation.  None  of 
Hbam  has,  however,  returned  into  fervitude  in 
thofe  ftates  in  which  ilavery  is  iftill  fufiered  by  thtf 
kwsw  None  has  died  of  vvant.  Maflacfaufetts  has 
^eliinered  itfdf  from  the  diihonoor  of  the  maSt 

odious 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.     337  ' 

odious  of  all  violations  of  the  natural  liberty  and 
the  inextinguilhable  rights  of  the  human  ipecles. 

The^  militia  of  Connedlicut,  confifts  of  four 
divifions,  eight  brigades,  five  and  thirty  regi- 
ments :  of  the  regiments,  eight  are  cavalry ;  five, 
light  infantry.  The  legiflature  nominate  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, the  inferior  generals,  and  all  the  . 
ftafF-officers.  The  other  officers  are.  chofen  by 
their  refpeftive  regiments.  They  hold,  all,  their 
commiffions  from  the  government.  The  other 
neceflary  regulations  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  other  ftates.  The  legiflature  here  exercifes 
the  fame  powers  of  regulation,  which  are,  elfe- 
where,  -  intruded  with  the  government.  The 
mode  of  forming  the  militia,  is  the  fame  as  in 
other  places.  All  males,  from  eighteen  to  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  are  liable  to  ferve.  The  Go- 
vernor is  General,  and  the  Deputy-governor, 
Lieutenant-general  of  the  militia.       , 

The  high-roads  are  made  and  repaired,  in 
Connedlicut,  by  the  labour  of  all  perfons  between  ^ 
the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fixty  years.  An  overfeer 
IS  annually  named  for  the  infped:ion  of  the  high-^ 
ways,  and  for  regulating  the  labour  upon  them : 
He  is  fubjcd:  to  the  controul  of  the  fele6l-nien. 
Care  is  taken  to  make  thofe  who  are  by  law 
obligedij'to  do  their  duty.  Yet,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  the  roads,  in  ConrieAicut,  are  ftill  bad. 

Vol.  II.  Z  The 
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^  The  kws  reipe^tiiig  taxation,  have  undergone 
Many  changes  fincc  the  revolution.  All  property 
is  taxable  in  Connefticut  j  as  well  moveables  as 
land*  The  ftibjefts  of  taxation  are  diffributed 
into  ten  clafles.  Horfes,  carriages,  and  capital 
belong  to  one  clafs,  and  are  taxed  in  a  due  pro- 
portion to  the  taxes  upon  real  property.  The 
conimiffioners  for  fixing  the  proportions  of  every 
different  perfon  s  taxation,  are  nominated  annu- 
ally in  every  town,  and  have  here  the  appellation 
of  Lifters.  It  is  their  duty  to  procure,  (Mice  a 
year,  from  every  inhabitant,  a  flatement  of  his 
property  ;  and  from  thefe  ftatements  to  form  a 
general  inventory  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  legif- 
lature.  The  lcgillatur€>  upon  the  infpeftion  of 
the  inventory,  fixes  the  proportion  of  tax  which 
the  particular  town  mufi  pay.  The  lifts  of  the 
cominiflioners,  therefore,  regulate  the  taxes. 
Though,  the  taxes  be  already  fufficient;  the 
commiflioners  muft  not  negleft  to  regifter  any 
increafe  of  property  in  their  refpeftive  towns. 
PerfoM  deceiving  the  commiflioners  by  falfe  efli- 
mates  of  their  property,  are  condemned  to  pay 
fQur  times  a»  much  as  their  juft  proportion  of 
the  tax. 

Thefe  lifls  ferve,  alfb,  to  regulate  the  pro- 
portions in  which  other  taxes  arc  to  be  levied. 
The  Lifters  levy  thirteen  cents  of  a  dollar  upon 

every 
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every  thdufand  pounds  of  property,  befide  on^ 
half  of  that  quadrupled  tax  which  is  exa<%ed, 
as  a  fine  for  the  concealmient  of  property.  The 
colledlors  are  named  by  the  towns,  from  one 
three  years  to  another ;  and  are  allowed  two  and 
half  per  cent,  on  the  money  they  colle<3;,  with  a- 
ialary  from  the  ftate.  When  they  are  obliged  to 
compel  payment  froni  the  dilatory,  by  aftions  at 
law ;  their  allowance  is  augmented,  dn  account 
of  the  cqfts  of  the  fuits.  The  care  of  the  Lifters> 
and  the  CoUedors,  procures  a  faithful  payment 
bf  the  taxies; 

Though  every  poffible  precaution  feems  to  be 
here  provided  by  law,  to  hinder  any  unfair  ftate- 
ment  of  property  for  taxation ;  yet,  in  Connefti* 
cut,  as  in  other  places,  men  find  means  to  cheat 
the  revenue.  As  the  eftimates  of  property  are 
not^iven  in  upon  oath,  many  who  would  fcruplc 
to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  falfe  ftatement,  make 
no  difficulty  of  giving,  in  thicir  eflimates,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  with  a  carelefs  inaccuracy  that  fails 
not  to  favour  themfelves.  However' diligent,  the 
enquiries  of  the  Lifters  are  ftilL  infiiflSicient  to  de- 
te<5l  every  little  artifice.     A  thoufand  things  oc* 

9 

cur  to  render  it  impofiiblc  that  they  fliould. 
Several  of  the  wealthieft  perfons  in  the  ftate,  have 
owned  to  me,  that  the  taxation  which  they  ailu-- 
ally  pay,  is  not  above  a  fixth  part  of  what  they 

Z  2.  ought 
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ought  to  pay.  One  mode  of  cvafion,  commonly 
pradifed  in  ConrieAicut,  is,  by  .placing  in  the 
loweft  clafs,  land  that,  on  account  of  its  lituation, 
its  quality,  its  produce,  ought  rather  to  be  ranked 
in  the  higheft ;  which  make  a  difference  upon  the 
tax  of  five  fixths  or  fometimes,  even  of  twenty- 
nine  thirtieths.  A  table  of  taxable  property,  by 
which  the  Supreme  Court  regulates  the  taxation, 
exhibits  a  proportion  of  lands  of  the  loweft  clafs 
which  muft  appear  far  too  great,  to  any  perfon 
that  has  an  acquaintance  with  the  country.  The 
whole  amount  of  taxable  property  was  eftimated, 
in  the  year  1 79O,  at  the  fum  of  five  millions  feven 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

Thefe  taxes  have,  for  thefe  feveral-  years,  been 
but  twenty -three  thoufand  dollars,  regularly 
paid.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the  govern- 
ment amounts  nearly  to  fifty  thoufand  dollars. 
But,  there  is  a  tax  upon  written  deeds,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  ftamp-tax,  that  yields  from  fix  to 
eight  thoufand  dollars  a  year.'  The  State  for- 
merly lent  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars to  the  Union,  for  which  it  receives  intereft  at 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent.  And  it  has,  likewifei 
fome  other  fources  of  Income,  of  which  I  could 
riot  obtain  any  diftind:  account.  But,  its  income 
is,  -  altogether,   equal  to  its  expenditure.      The 

taxes 
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taxes  impofed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  are  fixed 
in  proportion  to  the  neceffities  oC  the  prefent 
year,  and  the  economy  of  former  ones.  There 
are  a  number  of  banks  in  Conneftibut. 

The  trade  of  Connecticut  is,  as  I  mentioned  in 
/peaking  of  New  London,  confined  to  the  ex- 
portation of  the  furplus  produce  of  the  lands,  to 
the  Weft  India  Ifles,  or  to  the  other  States  of 
the  Union.  Cattle  and  mules  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  are  contiguous 
to  Albany,  are  included  in  this  exportation.  New 
York  is  the  emporium  of  almoft  all  the  trade  of 
Connedlicut,  of  which  the  Ihips  are  w^ont  often 
cither  to  take  in  their  cargoes  or  at  leaft  to  com- 
plete them,  there,  and  to  bring  their  returning 
cargoes  thither. 

The  whole  exports  from  Connefticut,  were, 
in  the  year  1791,  of  the  value  of  feven  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars;  in  1792,  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- two  dol- 
lars ;  in  1793,  feven  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fifty- four  dollars ;  in  1794, 
feven  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixty-four  dollars  ;  in  1  T(i6^  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fixty-fi  ve^oUars . 

The  tonnage  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  Con- 

Z  3  nedicut, 
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ne6lic\it,  whether  engaged  in  the  foreign  or  the 
coafting- trade,  amounts,  in  all,  to  thirty-five 
thoufand  tons. 

Connefticut  is,  after  Rhode  Ifland  and  DeU: 
ware,  the  fmalleft  State  in  the  Union ;  but,  in  pro-: 
portion  to  its  extent,  the  moft  populou^.  Therq 
arc  about  one  and  fifty  perforis  to  every  fquarq 
mile.  As  the  lands  are  all  occupied  and  in  cul- 
tivation, moreperfons  emigrate  out  of  Conne<3i-: 
cut  to  the  newly  acquired  lands,  than  from  afny 
other  State  in  the  Union.  This  will  be  more 
particularly  evinced   from  the  following  ftate- 

ment  of  fads. 

.      .  ■  * 

In  the  year  1756,  the  whole  pppulation  of 
Connecticut,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls;  in  1774,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufar^d  eight  hun* 
dred  and  fifty-fix  fouls;  in  1782,  two  hundred 
and  nineteen-  thoufand  one  hundred  and  filty 
fouls;  in  1791,  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  fouls.  Thus, 
in  the  cpurfe  of  the  firft  eighteen  years,  the  ave- 
rage increafe  of  the  population,  was  three  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  fouls  annually ; 
for  the  next  eight  years,  it  was  but  two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-one  fouls  a  year;  during 
each  of  the  lafi;  nine  years  taken  at  an.  average, 
it  h^  not  been  more  than  two  thoufand  and 

eighty- 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.     343 

.  eighty- fix  fouls.  Celibacy  is  not  now  more  com- 
mon than  formerly :  and  it  was  never  frequent 
in  Connefticut.  Young  people  marry  early :  and 
their  marriages  are  very  fruitful,  augmenting  the 
population  very  rapidly.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
Mlculated  that  two-thirds  of  the  numbers  which 
^re  continually  added  to  the  former  population^ 
ieaye  the  country,  and  go  to  fettle  in  the  newly 
occupied  territories.  Many  of  the  landholders  ia 
Connefticut  purchafe  lands,  at  ^  very  low  price 
in  the  State  of  Vermont.  Thefe  they  retain  for 
themfelves  till  their  children  grow  up ;  and  then 

ft 

beftow  them  upon  fome  of  the  young  folks,  as 
their  patrimony.  Mofl  of  thofe  who  emigrate 
out  of  Connefticut,  le^ye  it,  only  becaufe  they 
cannot  find  in  it,  a  place  for  comfortable  and  ad- 
vantageous fettlcment, 

The  inhabitants  of  Connefticut,  are,  almoft 
univerfally,  of  EngUfh  defcent,  and  are  a  fbber, 
aftive,  irjduflriQus  people.  Their  diflinguifhing 
qualities  are  nearly  the  fame,  as  thofe  of  the 
other,  inhabitants  of  New  England.  They  are 
faid  to  be  very  litigioiis.  And  there  are,  indeed, 
few  difputes,  even  of  the  mofl  trivial  nature, 
among  them,  that  can  be  terminated  elfewherc 
than  before  a  court  of  juftice.  No  flate,  per- 
haps no  equal  number  of  people  in  the  univerfc, 
J^ave  fuch  ^  multitude  of  law-fuits.     There  is, 

?4  no 
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jio  where  elfe,  fuch  a  mob  of  advocates,  as  here, 
Is  it  the  multiplicity  of  law-liiits  that  has  en- 
gendered the  lawyers  ?  Or  do  not  the  lawyers 
rather  give  birth  to  the  excefs  of  law-fuits  ?  Be 
this  as  it  may ;  thefe  lawyers  have,  at  prefent, 
very  great  influence  among  the  people  of  this 
ftate,  efpecially  in  political  matters.  It  is  even 
faid  to  be  greiater  than  that  of  the  minifters,  who, 
in  confequence  of  their  mutual  wranglings,  and 
their  fierce  intolerance,  have  loft  much  of  the 
high  influence  which  they  once  pofTefTed. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  are  rigid  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  difcharge  of  their  religious  duties.  But, 
I  have  been  told,  that  fmcere  devotion,  founded 
upon  thorough  conviftion,  is  rare  among  them, 
Their  manners  are  ftrongly  republican.  They 
are,  all,  in  eafy  circumftances ;  few  of  them,  opu? 
lent.  Such  as  do  pofTefs  extraordinary  wealth, 
are  very  anxious  to  conceal  their  fortunes  from 
the  vigilant  and  invidious  jealoufy  of  their  feU 
low  Qitizens. 

The  prevalent  political  fentiments  are  full  of 
attachment* to  freedom,  and  to  the  prefent  con-  i 
ftitution.  The  people  are  rough  in  their  manr 
ners;  yet  frank  and  hofpitable;  .though  leis 
agreeably  fo,  than  the  inhabitants  of  MafTachu- 
fetts,  who  are,  however,  certainly  not  the  moft 

j)olifhed  people  in  the  world. 

In 


I 
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In  the  year  1784,  1  had  been  honoured  at 
Paris,  with  the  freedom  of  the  town  of  New- 
Jiaven.  It  w^s  conferred  in  a  very  refpecftful  let- 
ter from  the  maypr  and  aldermen  of  the  town. 
I  knew  not,  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  this  at- 
tention. I  received  it  with  no  particular  notice ; 
little  thinking,  at  that  time,  that,  in  eight  years, 
Newhaven  would  be  the  only  place  in  the  world, 
in  which  I  might  confidently  expeft  to  be  owned 
as  a  citizen.  On  my  arrival  in  Newhaven,  I 
thought  it  ray  duty  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  honour  I  had  received.  But,  it  was 
probable,  that  the  magiftrates  by  whom  it  had 
been  conferred,  muft  l^ave  forgotten  the  little 
tranfaftion,  as  I  had  never  written  to  them,  in 
anfwer  to  their  letter.  I  went,  however,  to  vilit 
them,  as  a  freeman  of  the  town.  One  of  them 
had  been  for  fome  years  in  France,  had,  obtained 
a  good  place,  and  had  alfo  been  at  Liancourt. 
There,  while  I  fat  at  table  with  a  mxmber  o£ 
guefts,  he  had  exprefled  a  defire  to  fee  the  apart- 
ments. Permiflipn  was  readily  granted  on  my 
part;  and  he  was  afked  into  thef  dining-room, 
which  was  very  large.  But  I  had  no  opportunity' 
to  fhew  him  any  other  attentions  than  were  paid 
to  all  thofe  who  came,  almoft  daily,  tp  fee  my 
houfe  and  gardens.  This  worthy  man,  however, 
yrhen  he  faw  me,  in  my  prefent  humble  condi- 
tion, 
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tion,  rccolleAcd,  with  lively  gratitude,  the  civili 
ties  he  had  met  w^ith,  at  my  feat,  w^hich  I,  as 
was  nqtturaj,  had  quite  forgotten.  In  confequence 
of  this,  I  was  received  by  the  cqagift rates  and 
principal  burgelTes  of  the  town,  with  a  warm  and 
hearty  welcome,  fuch  as  men  naturally  Ihcw  to- 
wards a  perfon  whom  they  fee  with  an  agree- 
able lurprize.  Mr,  Hill  ho  use,  rnember  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  whom  I  h^d  occafion  to  become 
acquainted  in  Philadelphia,  was  my  condudor  to 
them.  He  is  a  worthy,  hofpitablfe  man,  of  true 
republican  principles  and  manners ;  as,  indeed, 
are  all  the  people  of  Connedicut.  Yet,  Icannot 
help  preferring  thofe  of  Maffachufetts,  who  with 
the  fame  plainnefs,  are,  however,  lefs  precife,  an^ 
more  amiable  in  their  manners. 

FAIRFIELD.— NORWALlC.— STAMFORD. 

The  State  of  Connedlicut  extends  only  five  of 
fix  miles  beyond  Stamford.  This  tradl  is  not  in 
fb  good  a  ftate  of  occupancy  and  cultivation,  a5| 
that  through  which  I  had  come.  The  land  ad- 
jacent to  the  fea,  is  in  the  lame  ftate  as  that  which 
lies  Ibmewhat  farther  back.  From  Penobfcot  to 
New  York,  it  is  full  of  rocks.  Yet,  fome  part  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  leads,  is  ver* 
dant,  covered  with  rich  crops,  and  agreeably  in- 

tcrefting  to  the  view.     A  conliderable  part  of  it 

is 
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is  covered  vvith  woods,  confifting  chiedy  of  pines, 
fpruce-firs,   and  birchc?.     Thirteen   miles  from 
Ncwhaven,  you  crofs  the  River  Stratford  in  a  very 
good  and  fafe  ferry-boat.     At  the  ferry,  the  river 
is  about  half  a  mile  broad^.     The  road  is  uneven, 
and  fo  ftony,  as  to  be  not  at  all  pleafeint  to  a  tra- 
veller.  You  crofs  a  number  of  fmaller  ftreams,  by 
paffing  along  tolerably  good  bridges.     Thefe  are 
navigable,  only  when  fwoUen  by  the  flowing  tide. 
There  are  two  or  three  fmall  veflels  which  trade 
fromi  hence  to  New  York  and  the  neighbouring 
towns :  and  at  leaft  one  goes  to  the  Antilles.     I 
faw  one  at  Neuwied,  that  had  cattle  on  board, 
Jt  was  bound  for  the  Weft  Indies ;  though  its  ton- 
page  was,  indeed,  very  fmall.  All  thefe  fmall  ports 
or  creeks  belqng  tp  the  diftridl  of  Fairfield,  the 
fmalleft  of  four  into  which  Connefticut  is  divid- 
jed.     The  exports  from  this  diftrift,  amounted, 
irt  the  year  1791,  to  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars ;  in  the  year  1 792,  to  fifty-three 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventeen  dollars  ;  in 
1793,  to  feventy-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
pight  dollars ;  in  1794,  to  feventyrfeven  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-fix  dollars  ;  in  1 795,  to 
eighty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  dol- 
Jars. 

Between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  are  frequent 
focks*    The  inhabitants  are  not  very  numerous. 

Some 
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Sgme  villages  of  a  pretty  thriving  appearance,  arc^ 
however,'  to  be  feen  from  the  high  road.  No  cul- 
ture  but  that  of  meadows,  n,o  tillage,  appears.  It 
is  faid  that  the  foil  is,  in  general,  fufficiently  fit 
for  bearing  corn,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  cli- 
mate fubjecfts  the  crop  to  a  blafting  that  never 
fails  to  ipoil  it  in  its  growth.  Thefe  difadvan- 
tages  afFed:  the  whole  territory  lying  ajong  this 
part  of  the  coaft. 

ENVIRONS  OF  NEW  YORK.— PAULUSHOOK. 

,  At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Stamford, 
the  traveller  enters  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
quality  of  the  land  is  ftill  the  fame.  From  New- 
haven,  the  road  ftill  leads  along  the  coaft,  in  the 
fame  diredtion  vy^ith  that  which  goes  to  New  Lon- 
don. From  this  place,  the  coaft  of  Long  Ifland, 
is  forty, — from  Newhaven,  it  is  not  more  than 
twenty,  miles,  diftance.  But,  the  two  coafts  adr 
vance  continually  towards  one  another,  as  you  ap- 
proach New York,'till,  at  laft,  oppofite  to  this  city, 
the  ftiores  of  Long  Ifland  are  feen  at  no  more  than 
half  a  mile's  diftance.  Ships  of  fmall  burthen 
make  their  way  through  the  Sound,  to  New  York, 
The  paflage,  called  Hell  Gate,  is  fo  difficult  to 
large  fliips,  that  it  was  attempted  but  twice  in  the 
time  of  the  American  war. 

A  fmall  part  of  the  road  has  been  conftrufted 

by 
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by  perfons  who  undertook  this  buimefs  upon  the 
credit  of  a  toll  that  is  now  levied.  This  part  was, 
forthefe  two  laft  years,  almofl:  impaflable,  but  is 
now  excellent,  Thofe  fragments  of  rock  which 
have  been  cleared  out  of  the  road,  are  piled  up 
along  its  fides,  ^nd  ferve  to  prevent  any  deviation 
beyond  the  juft  limits  of  its  breadth.  The  paflage 
to  the  ifland  of  New  York,,  is,  by  King's  Ferry, 
at  the  diftance  of  fourteen  miles  from  that  city* 

This  ifland  is  feparatcd  from  the  main-land  by 
a  narrow  arm  of  the  North  River,  which  falls 
into  the  Sound,  and  extends  in  length,  between 
the  Souiid  and  that  noble  river.  It  is,  here,  a 
mile  and  a  half  broad  :  And  on  its  oppofite  bank, 
are  the  rugged  rocks  of  Jerfey.  The  foil  of  the 
ifland  of  New  York,  is  a  barren  fand.  Some  not 
very  produ<ftive  farms  lie  along  the  road ;  and  the 
ifle  is  covered  with  frequent  country -houfes  be- 
longing to  rich  inhabitants  of  the-  town  of  New 
York.  The  nearer  you  approach  to  the  town,  fo 
much  the  more  handfome  and  numerous  do  you 
fee  thofe  country-houfes  to  become.  By  manure 
and  laborious  culture,  the  fields  have  becii  made 
to  yield  tolerable  crops,  and  the  gardens,  with 
great  difficulty,  to  produce  pulfe  and  pot-herbs. 

I  knew,  that  the  epidemical  ficknefs  was  fo  far 
mitigated  in  New  York,  thaf  the  communication 
was  again  open  between  this  city  and  Philadel- 
phia, 
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plik.  But,  I  went  to  Elizabeth-towii,  td  vifil 
Mr.RiCKETTs;  not  knowing  how  extremely  fear- 
ful both  he  and  his  wife  were,  left  the  inftftiori 
fhould,  by  any  means,  be  communicated  to  their 
children;  I,  there,  determined  not  to  halt  in 
New  York,  as  my  acquaintance  would,  moft  pro^ 
bably,  have  left  the  town. 

.  MINER ALOGICAL  OBS£RVAfIOJ«fS. 

Granite  is  the  fpecies  of  rock  moft  prevalent 
along  the  coafts  of  Maflachufetts,  New  Hamp- 
ihire,  and  Maine.  The  appearance  of  its  frag- 
ments on  the  fufface,  is  fufficient  to  enable  any 
one  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  the  foil,  even  with- 
out examining  into  it,  more  particularly*  Granitd 
is  not,  however,  the  only  fort  of  rock,  here,  to  be 
difcovered.  There  is  a  great  abundance  of  lime- 
ftone  at  Thoihaftown,  Belfaft,  Ducktrap,  and 
Waldoborough.  A  fand-ftone  is  there  found  m 
ypt  greater  plenty.  There  is  fome  flate,  of  which 
a  part  is  exceffively  hard ;  though  it  be  more  com- 
mon^y  black  and  fcaly,  clpecially  at  the.,  comer  of 
Beatrix-hilL, 

The  lime-ftone  in  General  Knox's  quarries  at 

Thomaftown  is  entirely  cryftallized,  and  mixed 

with  aglittering  fand-ftone.  Some  beautiful  pieces 

of  talc  are  occasionally  found  among  its  layers.   It 

is  cafy  to.  be  burnt,  and  affords  yery  good  quicks 

lime- 
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lime.  Farther  towards  the  back-country  of  Mainej 
I  found  the  rocks  to  be  the  fame  as  on  the  coafh 
Such  at  leaft  did  they  appear,  wherever  the  ground 
was  opened  to  any  depth.  On  the  furface,  there 
was  a  pure  gravel,  or,  more  commqnly,  a  clay,  a 
ftifF  loam,  or  a  rich  vegetable  earth.  The  cataraft 
of  Androfcoaggin,  near  the  mouth  of  Kennebeck 
River,  exhibits  ftrata  of  a  hard  fchiftus*  In  Port* 
land  there  is  an  intermixture  of  granite  with 
fand-ftone  and  other  glittering  ftones.  From  the 
heights  near  Portland,  arc  feen  various  .white 
rocks,  the  higheft  in  New  England.  They  are 
fituate  in  New  Hampftiire.  They  lie,  in  an  aflcm- 
blage  together,  behind  the  three  foremoft  ranges 
which  ftretch  from  north-eaft  to  Ibuth-weft, 
They  divide  Merrimack  from  Connefticut.  They 
are  feen  from  a  great  diftance  eaftward*  They 
are  more  than  feventy  miles  diftant  from  Portf- 
mouth.  They  are  faid  to  confift  of  granite ;  but 
I  did  not  fee  them  near  enough  to  be  able  tp  4er 
tcrmine.  Of  this  fort  arc  the  mountains  of  New 
Hamplhire  in  general  On  the  way  from  Sakm, 
are  large  rocks  of  a  yellowilh  red  colour,  which 
have,  at  firft  fight,  the  appearance  of  jafper,  but 
are,,  in  faft,  wily  a  very  hard  ochre.  lb  thg  vici-» 
nity  of  Bofton„  on  the  iea-fliore,  and  in^  the  fie}<ib 
behind  the  town,  are  a  great  variety  of  ferpentiness^ 
feldip»:$,  and  di^erent  tether  iloae?,  fomejof  )¥his}|t 

.   are 
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are  exceedingly  beautiful.  Beyond  Milton,  a  vil- 
lage at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Bofton,  is 
a  traft  of  ground  covered  over  with  pudding- 
ftones  ;  and  the  brooks  exhibit,  on  their  beds 
water-worn  fragments  of  granite,  fchoeri,  and 
fand-ftone.  Strata  of  granite  and  fand-ftone  are 
equally  to  ht  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ply- 
'  mouth,  in  Rhode  Ifland,  arid  in  the  environs  of 
Providence.  In  digging  for  wells  near  this  laft 
town,  there  have  been  found  an  afbeflirie  earth, 
and  an  impure  lead-ore.  Such  is  the  general  cha- 
rafter  of  the  ftrata  along  the  coafts  of  Connedi- 
cut,  and  as  far  as  to  New  York.  The  obferva- 
tions  I  made  on  the  terraces  of  fome  places  con- 
tiguous to  Mohawk's  River,  and  near  German 
Flats,  are  ftill  more  applicable  to  that  adjacent  to 
Connecfticut  River.  Sometimes  only  one,  but 
more  commonly  both  banks  of  the  river  confift  of 
flat  ground,  which  is,  ever,  more  or  lefs,  under 
water,  and  of  which  the  foil  is  a  clay^  At  feme 
diftance  backward,  this  level  ground  is  bounded 
by  a  perpendicular  elevation  of  the  lurface,  to  the 
height  of  from  twehty-five  to  forty  feet.  Above 
this,  is  another  level  plain,  the  foil  of  which,  is 
naturally  dry.  This  plain  is  bounded  by  another 
abrupt  elevation  of  the.  furface,  which  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  executed  by  art  in  feme 
period  of  very  remote  antiquity.  Beyond  it,  is 
-   >  another 
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another  fimilar  work,  apparently  ;ftill  moi%  -mi'^ 
cient.  There  are,  in  fome  places,  four  altenjatjisili; 
of  thefe  plains  and  perpendicular  rifes, '  one  bchihd 
another,  which. afcend  with  the  regularity  of  t^--: 
racps  in  a  garden,  to  the  fummits  of  the  hil^'*: 
Where  the  hills  defcend  to  the  very  brink  of 'the 
river,  thefe  terraced  plains  are  to  be  fceii,.  only 
one  lide.     More  commonly,  however,  they  ap- 
pear on  both  fides :  And,  in  this  cafe,  the  corref- 
ponding  terraces,  on  the  oppofite  fides,  are  of  the 
fa^ie  level.     Contemplating  thefe  wonderful  apr 
peaLrances,  one  is  naturally  led  to  conjeclure>  that. 
thefe  heights  were  once  the  immediate  banks  of 
the  river,  which  in  defcending  to  its  prefi^nt  ch^an* 
nel  gradually  formed  the  fucteifive  flats  and  pe^t- 
peftdicular  elevations  that  we  now  fee.  This  con- 
J€<S:ure  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  fad:,  that  thefc: 
Ijcights  are  compofed  of  a  very  white  argillaceous. 
fchiftus,  which  crumbles  into  a  powder,  irij-thc; 
air,  fuch  as  proves  to  be  a  fat  earth,  is  exccUenJ:^ 
fqx  vegetation,  and  is  of  the  fame  fort,  as  the  ibkt; 
of  thefe  interjacent  flats.     In  opening  th,c  foil  of 
thefe  flats,  people  often  find  branches  of  trees,  ia 
^..inore  or  lefs  perfed  ftate  of  prefervation.  Thefe^ 
in  the^moift  ftate  in  which  they  arc  foimd,  may 
be  jgtioulded  With  the  fingers,  like  clay ;.  but,  when 
dry,  they  refiime  the  compaA,  fibrous  texture  of 
wood.     I  have  not  heard  that  whole  trees  have 
Voi>,  II.  A  a  been 
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bcfeh  found  in  this  fjtuation :  but,  it  is  probaWc, 
that,  in  digging  deeper,  fueh  might  be  met  witfe. 
I  have  found,  here,  no  remains  of  marine  ani- 
mals. The  flones  in  the  river  exhibit  no  pctri*- 
famous  of  animals,  at  leaft,  none  that  I  could  fee. 
In  the  interior  country  are  found  flates  of  various 
forms,  colours,  and  qualities, 

TREES. 

The  different  trees  in  the  province  of  Maine 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  in  the  province  of 
Canada.     Some,  fiich  as  the  thuya  occidcntalis, 
are  not  found  farther  fbuthward.     The  filver  fir 
grows  in  great  plenty  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
North  Yarmouth.     The  red  oak,  the  white  oak, 
and  another  fort  of  oak  that  grows  not  above  the 
height  of  fifteen  feet,  with  no  confidcrable  thick- 
ncfs,  and  is  ufed  only  for  fewcl,  are  to  be  found 
there.     The  black  fir,  the  Weymouth  pine,  the 
red  cedar,  the  common  fir,  the  red  maple,  the 
Pennfylvanian  alh,  the  black  birch,  and  the  dwarf 
birch  are,  there,  common.     Thefe  trees  are,  alfo, 
found  in  Maffachiifetts,  New  Hampihire,  and 
Connefticut.     The  fafTafras  is  very  common  in 
the  laft  mentioned  flate ;  but,  rare  in  the  po- 
vince  of  Maine.     The  balm-poplar  I  have  not 
feen  northward  of  New  Hampfhire. 

FOWLS* 


THI  UKITBD  STATES^  CANADA^  &C«        355 


FOWLS. 

Here  is  a  wonderfiil  diverfity  of  fmall  fowls, 
particularly  in  regard  to  colour.  I  was  in  Mainc> 
juft  about  the  time  when  the  ^ood-pigeons  go 
ibuthward.  They  are  engaged  for  the  fpace  of  a 
week  in  taking  their  departure.  An  innumer-? 
able  multitude  of  thcfe  fowls,  is  then  fcen  to 
darken  the  air,  to  hang  upon  the  trees,  and  to 
light  on  the  fields.  In  fpring  and  harveft,-  they ' 
are  killed  in  thoulands,  throughout  all  the  United- 
States.  ,. 

SQUIRRELS. 

,    3<]Uirrels  abound  throughout  all  America ;  but, 
in  New  England,  ftill  more  than  anywhere  clfe. 
They  are  of  different  forts,  and  various  colours.: 
The  fmall  grey  fquirrel  is  diftinguifhed  from  the 
flying  fqxiirrel.     Some  of  the  Americans  cat  thcit> 
flefh^ 

ELIZABETH-TOWN. 

As  I  could  fpend  but  little  time  here,  and  was 
unlucky  in  coming  unfeafoiiably  to  the  houfc.  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ricketts,  my  information  relative 
to  this  town,  is,  therefore,  but  inconfiderable. 
The  territory  of  this  townfliip  was  purchafed  from 
the  Indians  in  the  year  lC64,  and  was  firft  occu- 
pied by  emigrants  from  I^ng  Ifland.    At  prefent, 

A  a  2  the 
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During  my  ihort  ftay  at  New  York,  I  could 
not  without  great  anxiety,  fix  ray  mind  on  the 
objedfe  before  me ;  for  I  was  in  eameft  expcda- 
tion  of  letters  from  Europe,  which  greatly  agi- 
tated both  my  hopes  and  fears.  In  this  ftatc  of 
mind,  I  could  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in 
any  enquiries  into  the  circumftances  of  a  town  of 
fo  great  importance,  that  a  much  longer  time 
would  have  been  requifite  to  enalile  one  to  knoff 
much  about  it,  I  have  fincc  had  occafion  to 
make  a  longer  vifit  to  this  place :  And  I  Ihall, 
therefore>  delay  making  any  remarks  concerning 
it,  till  I  come  to  fpeak  of  that  journey.  I  have 
ieen  the  leader  of  that  which  is  called  the  Fede- 
ralift  Party.  According  to  what  I  have  heard  of 
Mr.  Jay  from  his  friends,  he  himfelf  would  make 
as  bad  a  Prefident,  as  his  treaty  makes  a  iyftem, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  itifeercourfe  between 
America  and  Britain.  It  is  afiirmed,  that  he  lift- 
cned  to  every  piece  of  new  infotmation^  and  in  the 
unfolding  of  his  reaions  and  dciigns,  availed  him- 
felf of  every  politital  incident.  How  far  he  may 
follow  out  this  odious  iyflcm  of  cOndu<^,  I  know 
not ;  that  it  is,  in  tmth,  his  fyftem,  I  have  no 
doubt. 

What  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Hamilton  himfelf 
confirms  me  in  my  previous  opinion,  that  he  could 
not  but  wilh  for  a  better  treaty.  He  is  one  of  the 

ableft 
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fefcleft  men  I  have  hitherto  known  in  AtnCiica. 
iJc  poSefTes  a  compriehenfive  mind>  the  energy  of 
genius,  clearnefs  of  ideds,  a  flowing  eloquence^ 
knowledge  of  alj  forts,  lively  fenfibility,  a  good 
charader,  and  very  amiable  manners.  This  praife 
ladlcr  falls  Ihort  of  his  dcfert,  than  exceeds  it. 

Mr.  King,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^  and 
a  leader  of  the  piarty  to  whicK  he  belongs,  is  alio 
e  man  highly  diflinguifhed  for  his  talentS;  and 
for  the  worth  and  amiablenefs  of  his  charaftcr. 
Party-fpirit  infe<5b  the  moft  relpeAable,  as  well 
as  the  meaneft  of  men.  All  that  I  have  remarked 
In  New  York>  and  whatever  I  have  learned  in 
other  places-,  during  the  iaft  three  months^  leads 
mt  to  fear,  tiiat  America  cannot  long  continue 
to  enjoy  its  present  internal  tranquillity ;  a  tran- 
quillity eflentially  neceflafy' to  t:onfirm  and  ex- 
tend that  high  prosperity  which  many  other  cir- 
^umftances  feem,  at  prefent,  to .  confpire  to  bc- 
ilow  upon  thefe  United  States. 

While  1  was  at  New  York,  I  made  an  cxcur- 

fion  to  the  beautiful   country-feat  of   Colonel 

Burr.     The  Colonel,  in  regard  to  politics,  be* 

^  longs  to  the  Oppodtion.     He  is  one*  of  the  moft 

amiable  men  I  ever  faWi 

The  yellow-fever  has  raged  for  thefe  laft  three 
months  in  New  York,  and  has  cut  off  a  great 
many  liv^s^  yet  has  been,  in^  the  whole,  lefs  fatal> 

^a4  here^ 
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here,  at  this  time,  than  it  wa9>  laii:  ycar^  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. It  has  confinecl  its  ravages  to  that  part 
^  of  the  town,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  harbour. 
Its  r^e  begins  to  be,  for  the  preient  fomcwhat 
affuaged..  But,  medicine  does  not  appear  to  have, 
as  yet,  found  out  any  very  fuccelsful  mode  of 
treating  this  diftenaper. 

Between  EUzabethtown  and  New  York,  lies 
the  town  or  village  of  Newark.     It  is  one  of  the 
.  fineft  villages  in  America.     It  conlifts  of  one  very 
,  long  and  very  broad  ftreet,  the  fides  of  which  are 
planted  thick  with  rows  of  trees,  and  which  is 
,  compofed  of  truly  handfome  houfes.     Thefe  aic 
all  of  brick  or  wood,  and  every  one  of  them  has, 
behind  it,  a  neat  garden.      Newark  is  the  ufual 
jftage  for  the  mail-coaches  and /or  travellers  paffing 
.betwefen  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  There  are, 
jof  Gonfequence,  a  number  of  good  inns  in  this 
place.     This  part  of  the  country  is  particularly 
famous  for  its  cyder ;  which  is  greatly  fuperior  to 
that  produced,  in  otTicr  parts  of  Jerfey ;  though 
even  the  reft  of  the  Jerfey  cyder  be  preferable  to 
whatever  is  produced  any  where  clfe  in  America, 
-7— even  to  the  cyder  of  Virginia,  which/is  reck- 
oned exceedingly  good. .  A  flioemaker  who  tm^ 
nufectures  Ihoes  for  exportation,  employs,  here, 
between  three  hundred  and  four  huiiidicd  work- 
men,r—alnwi)it  <?ne.  half  of  the  inihabitants.  of  the 

town. 
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'town.  The  number  of  thefe,  has  been  greatly 
dt&gmented  by  the  indux  ^of  lamilka  which  the 
late  mailacres  have  driven  from  St.  Domingo  and 
the  other  Fjjench  iflands.  Newark  lies  on  the 
river  Paffaik.  Coming  from  New  York,  we  are 
obliged  to  pafs  through  k  traft  of  exceedingly 
fwampy  ground.  A  road  was,  about  a  year  iincc, 
conilru&ed,  for  the  firft  time,  through  this  morais. 
.:it  confifts  of  trees  having  their  branches  cut  away, 
diipoied  longitudinally,  one  befide  another,  and 
flightly  covered  with  earth  :  this  road  is,  of  courfe, 
ftill  very  difagreftable  to  the  traveller,  and  very 
difficult  for  carriages.  Though  on  horfeback,  I 
was  little  annoyed  by  this  inconvenience :  J  was 
more  difagreeably  fenfible  of  its  difadvantageoto 
narrowneis,  which  is  luch,  that  two  carriages  can- 
not pais  one  another  upon  it,  and  that,  even  two 
perfons  meeting  on  horfeback,  cannot  eafily  avoid 
•juftliiigohe  another.  This  ill-conftru<fled,  and 
•far  too  narrow  caufeway,  has  coft  a  great  ex* 
pence.  It  is  three  miles  long,  and  has,  at  each 
end,  a  broiad  wooden  bridge  of  ftrohg  and  hand- 
ibme  conftrud:ion.  The  toll  cxafted  at  the  bridges 
is  intended  to  defi-ay  the  expence  of  the  road. 

The  way  between  Newark  and  Elizabeth  town, 
leads  thrp);^h  aft  agreeable  country,  adorned  with 
^ood  houfe^)  and^rarms  having  a  pleafing  afpe<5t  of 
4ailkivati6n^  The.  fields  atfe-  Ranted- with  frult- 
nuix:  '^  trees. 


trees,  particularly  with  peach-trefa,  which  are  vciy 
common  in  Jerfey*  I  fell  in  with  a  fox-chaic  in 
my  fliort  journey  on  this  road.  It  is  a  common 
diverfion  with  the  gentlemen  of  Jerfey,  at  leaft  in 
thefe  parts;  and  here,  as  in  England,  cvqtj  one 
joins  tjxe  chace,  who,  either  has  a  horfe  of  his  own, 
or  can  borrow  one.  I  fhould  almoft  have  thought^ 
at  the  firft  fight,  that  I  wras  in  Suffolk :  but,  both 
dpgs  and  horfes  were  of  a  much  more  indifferent 

appearance,  than  thofe  I  fhould,  there,  have  feen« 

» 

WOODBRIDGE. 

From  Eli2;abethtown  to  Woodbridgc,  a  trad  of  ^ 
ten  milcsi  the  land  is,  in  general,  in  a  good  fhtCt 
of  cultivation,  but  is  more  commonly  laid  out  iji 
meadows,  and  planted  with  maize,  than  drefTed 
for  wheat.     The  foil  is  light  and  iandy.     When 
moderately  manured,  it  yields  wheat.  I  iaw  fomc 
fields  green  with  wheat  of  a  very  good  and  pro* 
jnifing  appearance.     The  ravages  6(  the  Heflian-' 
fly  greatly  difcourage  all  the  farmers  in  Jcrfcjr 
from  the  culture  of  wheat.     Nothing  Icfs  thaa  . 
the  prcfent  high  price  could  overcome  the  diflikc 
which,  here,  exifls  towards  it,  as  an  article  of 
^crop. 

Woodbridgc  is  a  long  village,  many  of  the 
houfes  of  which,  lie  at  good  difiances  from  one 
another.     It  is  interfered,  by  a  fmall  ifacamf 

which 
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which  ibon  after  joins  ^  greater  one/  called  Ar* 
thurkill^  that  falls  into  the  contiguous  bay  of 
Amboy.  The  road,  as  you  approach  Woqdbridgc, 
leads^  thrice,  acrofs  the  river  Barray,  on  which  lies 
the  fmall  vijlage  of  Bridge-town.  This  is  one  6£ 
the  moft  pleafing  little  places  on  the  whole  way, 
on  account  of  the  varioufly  cultivated  fields  lying 
around  it,  its  fmall  but  very  neat  houfes>  and  its 
many  fine  orchards. 

BRUNSWICK. 

• 

Between  Woodbiidge  and  Bmnfwick, ,  the  land 
-  is  not  fertile.  The  meadows  are  trafts  of  rough 
^  'ground.  Many  uncultivated  fields  are  to  be  feen, 
which  yield  no  o^er  produce  than  a  coarfe  grafs. 
But,  even  from  the  heights  over  which  the  road, 
at  times,  runs,  the  traveller  has  agreeable  prof- 
pe£ts  of  the  river  Rariton  as  far  as  to  Amboy,  of 
Amboy  itfelf,  and  of  Staten  Ifland,  with  the  ad- 
jacent expanfe  of  Wiaters.  It  is  a  rich  and  noble 
profpeA,  but  one  of  which  the  eye  foon  tires. 
You  approach  the  firft  houfes  in  Brunfwick  by 
palling  along  a  handfome  wooden  bridge  that 
leads  acrofs  the  river  Rariton.  It  is  new, .  and 
juft  about  to  be  finilhed ;  for  a  flood,  laft  yeaf,^ 
carried  away  a  former  bridge  of  too  flight  con-v 
ftmdlian;  that  had  been  ercfted,  the  year  before. 
Brunlwickis  the  the  principal  town  of  the  county 

of 
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of  Mkldlefex,  which  contains  about  feventeen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  thoufand  arc 
flaves.  This  town  contains,  at  preftnt,  about  tvs'o 
hundred  zhd  twenty  inhabitants ;  and  its  popu- 
lation is  annually  cncreafing.  The  flirrounding 
territory  and  the  river  lie  exceedingly  low.  This 
iBnall  town  is  the  mart  for  the  produce  of  all  tlic 
adjacent  country,  and  for  that  of  the  back-lands— 
to  the  great  hills,  a  trail  of  twenty  miles  in  ex- 
tent. By  the  river  Rariton,  it  has  a  direct  in- 
tcrcourfc*  by  water,  and  a  confiderably  briik  traf- 
fic, with  the  town  of  New  York. 

PRINCETOWN. 

As  you  approach  from  Brunfwick,  the  adjoin- 
ing territory  is,  for  two  or  three  miles,  pretty 
agreeable.  It,  then,  becomes  rough,  and  of  a  very 
indifferent,  reddifli  foil.  -The  land  is  covered,  and 
even  the  road  obftruiled,  with  large  maiTes  of 
jfchiftus.  The  way  pafles  on,  from  hill  to  hill; 
and  yet,  no  interefting  profpeft  appears,  to  com- 
penfate  the  toil  of  fuch  a  journey.  Two  or  three 
fmall  ftrearas  are  to  be  crofled,  which  have  mills 
upon  them.  Three  miles  from  Princetown,  the 
land  becomes  more  level,  exhibits  a  better  fliow 
of  cultivatibri,  and  is,  in  general,  more  agreeable 
to  the  eye.  The  houfes  belonging  to  Princetowt 
are,  for  the  fp^ce  of  a  mile,  cluftcred  together,  in 

what 
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what  is  called  a  town^  ^wibich  may  conilfi  o£  front 
feventy  to  eighty  houiesi  in  all.  Almofl  all  oi 
thcfe  are  furrounded  with  T^autiftil  ihrubbcry,    ' 

Princetown  is  famous  thrt>ughaut  Ammda^  a5    - 
the  feat  .af  ^n  excellent  college.     Here  arje  (roin 
one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  . 
ftudcntsj  from  aH  differcrit  parts  of  the.  Uniteft 
States* 

MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight  miles  from  Princetown,  lies  Maidenr 
head,  where  I  am,  at  ptefent,  writing,  on  this 
Tuefday,  the  8  th  of  November.  I  chofe  this  petty 
inn,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  ftage-coachesi 
the  paflengers  in  which,  naturally  engfofs  all  iho 
accommodation,  at  the  inns  at  whith  they  uiSb-b 
ally  ftop,  in  preference  to  any  fblitajy  rider.  I 
deiired  to  obtain  fome  reft.  In  regard  td  the  in- 
convenience frorti  the'ftage-coaches,  at  any  other, 
iim,  I  was  very  indifferent :  but  as  to  my  rfeft,  I . 
was  not  indifferent ;  and  in  this  fraftU  place  T 
hoped  to  enjoy  it.  But  the  only  b^d-ehambcf 
in  the  houfe  happened,  when  I  alightjcd,  to  W 
occupied  by  a  club  of  the  labourers  and  other  in- 
habitants of  the  neighbourhood,  affembled  from 
the  diftance  of  two  miles  round.  Thefe  wesc* 
joined  by  people  drawn  together  on  account  of  a 
horfe-race,  which  was  to  be  run  at  the  diftance  of 
three  miles  from  Maidenhead.  Thefe  people  had 

ibon 
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ibon  a  gla&  of  grog  in  their  head^  and  began  to 
make  a  considerable  bujl:le  in  the  inn.  I  was  ne- 
ccffarily  obliged  to  retire  with  my  table^  into  a 
finall  comer  by  the  fire,  to  anfwer  the  qucftions- 
which  they  put  to  me,  and  to  give  them  thcufe 
of  my  pen,  to  fcrawl  out  their  accounts.  They 
were  the  bell  folks  in  the  world ;  only,  in  refpeft 
ta  their  writing,  a  little  more  of  fcholars  than 
was  quite  agreeable  to  mc.  I  muft,  however,  do 
them  the  juftice,  to  own,  that  they  did  not  hinder 
tcic  from  fmoking  my  fcgar, 

ARRIVAL  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  Maidenhead  to  Trenton,  the  land  is  mo- 
derately good.  At  many  places  through  which 
the  way  runs,  it  is  ftill  uncleared.  Trenton  is  the 
principal  town  of  the  State  of  New  Jerfey.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  houfes,  moft  of 
w:hich  are  of  wood.  Thofe  of  the  high-flreet  are 
fomewhat  better  in  ftmAure  than  the  reft;  yet 
ftill  but  very  moderate  in  their  appearance. 
Trenton  poffefles  all  the  ufual  public  buildings 
qf  the  capk&l  of  a  ftate.  About  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  beyopid  this  town,  is  the  paffage  over  the 
Delaware,  by  a  ferry,  which,  though  ten  ftage- 
coajches  daily  pafs  in  it,  is  fuch,  that  it  would  be 
reckoned  ^  yeiy  bad  ferry  in  Europe.  The  river 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  broad.     Here 

begin 
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begin  thofe  rapid  dcfcents  in  this  river,  which  in- 
terrupt its  afccnding  navigation  for  all  but  flat- 
bottomed  veflels  of  eight  or  ten  tons  burthen. 
On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river,  the  retrolpcft  to 
Trenton  is,  in  a  confiderablc  degree,  pleafing. 
The  ground  between  that  town  and  the  Dela- 
ware is  fmooth.  Hoping,  decorated  with  the  flow- 
ers and  verdure  of  a  fine  meadow.  In  the  ciivi-' 
rons  of  the  town,  too,  are  a  nuxtiber  of  hand- 
fome  villas  which  greatly  enrich  the  landfcapc. 
Trenton  is  the  head  town  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
dleton,  which  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inha- 
bitants, and,  among  thefe,  between  four  and  five 
hundred  Haves.  This  county  extends  back  to- 
wards the  hills,  and  there  is  much  of  it  as  yet  un- 
cleared and  unoccupied.  Soon  after  croffing  the 
river,  the*  traveller  comes  to  Morriiville.  Ro  b  ert 
Morris,^  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  on  which  this 
town  is  placed,  has  here  a  fine  country  fciit.  He 
has  eftablifhed  here  a  number  of  forges  :  there  itf, 
jfnuch  iron  in  the  neighbourhood,  *nd  other  ad- 
vantages for  the  manufafture  concur :  yet  the 
eftabWhment  has  not  hitherto  prove4  fucccftful. 
The  extent  of  his  fpcculations  ibpcwhat  difor- 
dered  his  affairs.  Withdrawing,  inconfcquencc 
of  this,  from  a  part  of  tHatiramenfe  multiplicity 
of  bufinefs  in  which  he  was  formerly  engaged ; 
he  will  now  be  able  to  attend  to  the  coUcfting 

ot 
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of  the  taxes  with  an  increafed  -  vi^Uiance,  which' 
am  hardly  fail  tjo  make  them  productive :  for  no 
man  can  bring  more  of  intdligencc;  adliyity ,  and 
:5eal^  than  Robert  Morris,  to  the  care  of  all  that 
regards  the  public  good,  as  he  fufficiehtly  evinced' 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution.  ^ 

Haviifg  croifed  the  Delavs^are,  the  .traveller  is 
within  the  linjite  of  tjie  province  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  at  the  diftance  of  four  and  thirty  miles 
froiQ  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  road  leading 
aloiig  the  river,  ibnaetiraes  clofe  to  its  banks, 
fometirfies  receding  more  or  lefi  from  it,  ,paffes 
through  the  beautiful'  villages.  p£  Briftol  and 
Frankfort.  The  land  does  not  feem  to  be  very 
good ;  yet,  is  not  vv^orfe  than  fome  other  lands 
thit  are  under  culture,  in  Pennfylvania.  The 
ppad  is  broad,  atid  in  a  good  ftate  of  repair.  No 
one;  of  the  f>th€*-fi:ates  pays  fo  jfnuch  attention 
as  Pennfylvania,,  tQ  its  roads  and  bridges.  A  num- 
ber <)f  good  hoiafes  are  feen  from  the  -  highway.' 
The  ijbar^r  you  approach  to  Philadelphia;  fo 
mtich-.the  mprg^  remarkably  docs  every  thing 
afiume  the  appearapce  natural  to  the  vicinity  of 
ap-eat  town. 

:\-  Paffing  Kxnfmgton,  you  enter  that  capital  oi 
Pehaiylvania>.and>-:;in  truth,  of  all  America, 
vhcTC  almoft  all  jtheir- great  trading  IhipB,  are 

.^ilt.  '..      '  '•''.■  l   ' 
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My  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  nay,  in  tnith,  evgn 
the  fight  of  its  fteeple,  excited  in  my  mind,  fome 
what  of  that  delight  which  one  feels,  upon  re- 
turning, after  long  abfehce,  to  one's  own  home. 

.  it  was  here  I  firft  landed  from  Europe;  here 
have  I  lived  fof  the  greater  part  of  the  tihie,  I 
have  been  in  America ;  here  are  my  moft  inti- 

.  mate  acquaintance,  who,  though  but  new,  are  the 
oldeft  I  have  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Among 
them  are  the  refpedlable  family  of  Chew,  by 
which  I  have  been  ever  received  with  all  the^ 
kindnefs  due  to  a  brother. 

I  thus  terminated  a  journey  of  feven  months 
continuance,  on  which  I  cannot  refleft  without 

.  feeling  pleafure ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  which  I 
found  few  things  but  fuch  as  I  have  had  occafioh 
to  mark  with  approbktion  ;  though  the  fatigues 
whidh  I  now  feel,  makq|  it  neceflary  for  me  to 
take  fome  time  for  refrefhment  and  repofc. 
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ALTHOUGH  acceedingly  deiirons  to  accom' 
plifli  my  journey  into  the  Southern  States, 
before  the  coming  on  of  the  excelTive  heats ;  I 
was,  however,  obliged  to  delay  my  departure  from 
Philadelphia,,  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  March. 
As  the  direft  intercourfe  of  trade  between  Charlef- 
ton  and  Philadelphia,  is  interrupted,  during  the 
winter  j  I  could  not  fooner  obtaini  a  paffagc  to 
Charlefton.  On  Thv*fday^  the  24th  of  March, 
I  took  (hipping  for  Carolina  on  hoard  a  veffel  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  that  fails 
conftantly,  between  Philadelphia  and  Charlefton. 
It  is  intended  to  ferve  partly  as  a  packet-boat ; 
and  the  cabin  is  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  a 
dozen  paflengers.  But,  my  fellow  paffengers  ana 
I  were  twenty-five  in  number,  not  to  ipeak  of 
four  negroes  who  were  likewife  on  board ;  and 
we  were  crowded  together,  in  the  moft  difagree- 

able  manner  imaginable.  The  owner  of  the  veffel 

•was 
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w^  to  receive  twenty-five  times  twenty-five 
piaftres  for  our  paffage  ;  the  captain  was  to  re- 
ceive twenty-five  times  twenty  piaftres  for  our 
board  during  the  courfe  of  it.  It  was,  therefore, 
i^eafonable  for  us  to  exped:,  that  we  were  not  to 
be  packed  together,  like  {o  many  bales  of  goods ; 
and  that  they  would  certainly  not  receive  into 
the  vefi!el,  ten  more  than  the  ftipulated  number 
of  pafiengers*  Though  we  had,  for  two  days, 
nothing  but  catms  and  contrary  winds;  the  whole, 
paflage  was,  however,  only  of  fix  days  duration. 
Nothing  of  confequence  occurred  to  our  obfer- 
vation,  in  the  courfe  of  it.  We  met  with  not 
more  than' four  fhips,  as  we  iailed  on. 

One  of  my  fellow  pafi^engers  was  Mr.  Ell- 
Worth,  ofConneifticut,  recently  appointed  Chief 
Jufl:ice  of  the  United  States.  All  the  Americans 
who  were  with  us,  and  they  were  almofl:  all  young 
people,  Ihewed  him  no  more  regard  than  if  he 
had  been  one  of  the  negroes ;  though  he  be,  next 
after  the  Prefident,  the  firfl:  perfon  in  the  United 
States,  or  perhaps,  indeed,  the  very  firft.  Diftt* 
fpeft  to  their  feniors  and  to  perfons  in  public 
office,  feems  to  be  ftrongly  afifefted  among  the 
Americans ;  fuch  at  leaft  is  the  humour  of  th© 
ade  and  ill-bred  among  them.  Thijs,  lurely, 
.  Tocccds  from  miftaken  notions  of  liberty :  for,  - 
if  ever  the  public  office-bearers  have  aright  to  gc- 
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ncral  refpeft ;  it  -muft  be,  above  all,  in  thofe  free 
governments,  in  which  they  hold  their  authorities 
in  confequence  of  the  eleftion  of  the  people.  It 
is  even  aftonilhing,  to  fee,  how  difrefpeftfuUy  the 
people  carry  themfelves,  in  regard  to  the  courts  of 
juftice.  They  appear  at  the  bar,  with  their  hats 
on  their  head.s,  talk,  make  a  noife,  fmoke  their 
pipes,  and  cry  8nt  againft  the  fentences  pro- 
nounced* This  laft  piece  of  conduct  is  univerfal: 
and  there  are,  perhaps,  Ibme  petty  inftances  of  in- 
juftice  in  the  courts,  which  make  it  to  be  not 
without  its  ufe.  However^  this  deficiency  in  re- 
fpcft  to  the  flate  officers  who  difcharge  the  public 
fundlions,  and  adminiftcr  juftice — one  of  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  focial  life, — is  actually  fedi- 
tious,  and  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  idea 
of  a  people  living  under  a  ftablc  government. 

We  had  five  or  fix  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, on  board.  Two  of  them  could  not  divert 
their  minds  from  melancholy  reflexion  upon  the 
lofs  of  their  property.  They,  were,  however, 
-gentle,  courteous,  and  agreeable  companions.  I 
pafTed  moft  of  my  time,  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain fome  previous  knowledge  of  the  country 
wRich  1  was  about  to  traverfc.  In  this,  I  was 
.  agreeably  aided  by  the  converfation  of  Mr.  Prin- 
GLfi,  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina.    He 

was  returning  from  appearing  as  defender  for  a 

French 
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French  privateer,  in  a  caufe  before  the  fupreme 
court  in  Philadelphia.  We  fmoked  our  tobacco 
very  often  together,  on  the  deck,  m  the  cabiji, 
and  in  the  fmall  after-cabin.  I  was  aftoniflied 
at  the  carelcflhefe  of  the  peribns  fmoking  their 
fegars.  But/ my  aftonilhment  became  infinitely 
greater,  when,  on  the  day  after  our  arrival,  I 
wufhed  to  take  my  baggage  from  on  board,  and 
faw  two  hundred  tons  of  gunpowdeP  brought  out 
of  the  ihip,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there  was 
fome  of  it  fcattered  about  in  the  fliip.  That 
gunpowder  had  bpen  fufFered  to  lie  under  our 
table  over  which  we  fmoked  our.  fegars,  and  while 
the  paflage  into  the  apartment  below,  w^as  ufually 
left  open. 

At  the  mouth  of  Charlefton  River,  is  a  fand- 
bank,  extending  from  one  Ihore  to  the  other.  It 
is  compofed  of  pretty  hard  fand,  on  which  a  fhip 
may  eafily  ftrike,  but  has  four  openings,  by  which 
veflels  are  navigated  acrofs  it.  Of  theie  the  deepeft 
has  fourteen  feet  of  water  when  the  tide  is  flow- 
ing,  and  twelve  feet  of  water  when  it  has  ebbed. 
At  fpring-tides  it  is  covered  with  water  to  the 
depth  of  twenty  feet.  This  fand  bank  is  never 
paflcd  in  the  night.  To  prevent  veflels  from  the 
danger  of  fliipwrcek,  which  would  otherwife  be, 
jn  this  place,  very  great,  both  rooys  in  the  water, 
land  Suitable  marks  on  land,  have  heexx  carefully 
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provided.     Thefc  are  exceedingly  neceffary ;  for 
though  the  fea  was  calm,  and  the  water  clear, 
We  fhould  not  hav?  diftinguiflied  the  proper  place^ 
if  it  had  not  been  particularly  indicated  to  us. 
Ships  can  anchor  with  fafety  on  good  anchorage 
ground,  immediately  before  the  fand  bank.    But 
this  they  do  not  \^ture,  unlefs  the  wind  be  faint, 
and  the  billows  calm.     After  paffing  the  fand 
bank,  lliips  flhd  good  ground  for  anchoragef,  all 
the  way  up  to  Charlefton,    The  beft  anchorage 
ground  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town, 
Charleflon  lies  twelve  miles  from  the  fand 
bank,  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Cooper  ^nd 
Alhley,     A  fmall  wooden  fort  on  Fox  Ifland,  the 
remains  of  the  oldjfort  Johnfon,  ferves  but  for  a 
very  imperfect  defence  to  guard  the  harbour.  The 
9red:ion  of  another  fort  has  been  projefted,  which 
is  to  fldnd  on  Sullivan  Ifland,  and  of  which  the 
range  of  the  guns  will  crofs  that  of  thofe  in  Fort 
Johnfon.  The  government,  to  which  the  ifle  be» 
longs,  gave:  permiffion,  four  year?  fince,  for  per- 
fons  to  build  upon  it,  on  condition  that  they 
fhould  hold  themfelves  ready  to  remove,  when- 
ever it  might  require.     This  ifle  is  reckoned  to  be 
very  healthy.     The  more  opulent  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  therefore,  have  hoUfi^s  here,  to  which 
they  refort  ih  tlH  fumftier  heats,  that  they  pifty 
breathe  a  purer  and  cooler  air,  t^hich  is  very  fcli*' 

ptoufly 
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citoufly  defircd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ri« 
grounds  contiguous  to  the  town.  It  is  eafy  ta 
forefee  that  the  people  whonopv^irefort  hither  in 
iiich  numbers,  will  be  dif^fed  to  thwart  tht  go-t 
vernment,  when  it  Ihall  refolve,  for  the  Security 
of  the  harbour,  to  renew  tibofe  fortifications 
which  occalioned  the  lofS*of  a  great  many  lives 
by  the  Englilh,  when  they  icS|^  this  town  in' 
the  year  17.80.  The  government  id  the  United 
States  are  exceedingly  defirous  to  put  this  ifle  ihtof 
a  fufficient  condition  of  permanent  defence,  iu<3|r 
las  might  give  full  fecurity  to  one  of  the  rhoft  im-^ 
portant  harbours  they  poiTefs.  The  g^ieral  go- 
vernment wiflies  the  conftitution  to  be  in  thig 
inftanee  obeyed,  becaufe  the  conftitution  co^W 
upon  it  the  power  of  this  harbour:  But  the  tnrte 
q£  South  Carolina,  which  would  thus  lofe  the 
command  of  the  harbour,  ftrongly  opgofcs  the 

defign.  .       «.      f  ^  ,    , 

Charleftown  was,  in  the  time  4|^thQ  Engliih, 
furroxmdcd  with  fortifications.  Of  thofe  only 
three  or  four  batteries,  part  good,  part  bad,  now 
jreiiiain.  A  French  engineer  has  lately  rmied  an-» 
other  at  a  great  expence,  but,  a|is  too  commonly 
the  cafe  with  things  undertaken  in  America,  this 
fort  is  very  injudiciouily  conftrufted  Toward? 
that  fide  which  is  paralldl  ^^ph  the  river,  the 
range  of  its  gum  cannot  hiRder  the  acccfs  of  ibips 
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Into  the  road.  In  that  diredioh,  too,  its  left  iide 
extendi  too.  far,  fo  that  the  cannon  cannot  be  le- 
velled at  any  otket  objed:  than  the  houfes  of  the 
town;  The  battery  il  of  wood,  but  there  has 
not  been  enough  of  wood  ufed  in  its  conftrudion. 
The  engineer  excufes  himfelf,  by  complaining 

^hat  he  has  not  been  fufficiently  fupplied  with 
money  for  the  d^ence.  Why  then  did  he  un- 
dertake a  wbfk,  'which  he  was  not  fully  to  com- 
plete  ?  For  this  he  can  offer  no  excufe,  but  that 
he  was  defirous  to  be  employed ;  and  with  fuch 
an  excufe  it  is  not  eafy  to  be  perfeAly  fatisfied. 
-  The  town  of  Charlefton  was  founded  in  the 
year  1670.  Like  all  the  reft  of  South  Carolina, 
iyB^ered  much  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the 
revolution.  It  w^as  three  years  in  the  poffeflion 
of  the  Englifli,  who  Ipared  no  rigour  of  com- 
mand,  no  cruelty  of  punilhment,  no  fpohation  ot 
property,  that  could  ferve  to  make  their  memory 
odious*.  Mar|fi:of  thb  houfes  which  they  deftroyed 
were  of  wood  ;  and,  inftead  of  thofe,  brick  houfes 
have  been  fmce  erected.  Still,  however,  fome 
of  the  more  opulent  inhabitants  prefer  wooden 
houies,  which  t^ey  believe  to  be  a  good  deal 
cooler  than  thofe  which  are  of  brick.  Everything 
peculiar  to  the  buildings  of  this  place  is  formed 
to  moderate  the  flii^effive  heats;  the  windows  are 
open,  the  doors  pais  through  both  lides  of  the 

.     '  '     .       .  Jioufes, 
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lioufes.  Every  endeavour  is  ufed  to  retrefli  the 
apartments  within  with  frefli  air.  Large  galleries 
arc  formed  to  Ihelter  the  upper  part  of  the  houfc 
from  the  force  of  the  fun's  rays ;  and  only  the 
cooling  north-eaft  wind  is  admitted  to  blow 
through  the  rooms.  In  Charlefton  perfons  vie 
with  one  another,  not  who  Ihall  have  the  finefl> 
but  who  the  cooleft  houfe.  % 

The  ftrepts  are  not  fo  well  contrived  as  the 
houfes,  to  prevent  exceffive  heat  from  the  rays  of 
the  fun.    Thofe  are  almoft  all  narrow.    They  are 
unpaved,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  ftones;  and 
the  fand  with  which  they  are  confequently  co- 
vered, retains  the  heat  to  an  intolerable  degree, 
and  fpreads  it  into  the  houfcs.     The  fmallefl 
quantity  of  wind  raifes  and  drives  about  this  fand 
in  the  Hate  of  duft  that  is  inexpreffibly  dilagree- 
able  ;   and  any  flight  fall  of  rain  moiftens  it  into 
a  puddle.   There  arc  fome  foot-paths  by  the  fides 
of  the  houfes  j  but  thefe  are  narrow,  interrupted 
by  the  doors  of  cellars,  and,  therefore,  of  very  little 
ufe.     Nor  are  the  ftreets  all  accommodated  with 
thefe  foot-paths.     Only  two  or  three  of  thefe 
ftreets  are  paved,  and  the  ftones  upon  thefe  were 
brought  as  ballaft  by  fome  (hips  from  the  northern 
ftates.    It  is  by  fuch  means  alone  that  the  ftreets 
fff  Charleftoi>  can  be  paved;  but  the  expence 

is 
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is  ib  great,  that  the  objcft  in  view  cannofbe  ac^-r 
compliihed  in  this  way  within  any  given  time. 

Houfes,  otherwife  commodious  and  well  for- 
nilhed,  make  often  but  a  -poor  appearance  out- 
wardly.  They  are  indiiFcrently  painted,  or  per- 
haps not  at  all.  The  doors  and  railings  are  in  a 
very  bad  ftate.  The  air  being  fo  thick  and  fo- 
faline,  foon  deftrojp  the  colouring.  Although 
fiieh  a  number  of  negroes  be  here  kept/  yet  the 
houfes  are  not  preferved  fo  clean  on  the  infide  as 
in  the  ncwthern  States. 

The  expcnces  of  the  table  are  nearly  the  fame 
here  ^s  in  Philadelphia*  The  expences  of  equi- 
page are,  at  leaft,  as  to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
bear  theni,  greater.  Here  are  few  families  who 
do  not  keep  a,  poach  or  chaife.  The  ladies  aro 
never  {ccn  to  walk  on  foot.  However  Ihort  th^ 
Journey,  the  (carriage  mull  always  be  yoked.  Even 
the  men,  too,  make  frequent  ule  of  their  carriages. 
The  expence  of  fefvants  is  likewife  confiderable, 
Thefe,  both  male  and  female,  are  negro  and  mu-» 
latto  flaves,  An  inhabitant  of  Carolina,  though 
not  very  opulent,  rarely  has  fewer  than  twenty  pf 
thefe  in  his  ftables,  in  his  kitchen,  and  attendant 
upon  his  table.  A  child  has  a  number  of  negro 
children  to  attend  him,  and  comply  with  all  hi3 
humours  j  ib  that  the  little  white  man  learns 

even 
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even  before  lit  can  walk,  to  tyrannize  over  th« 
blacks. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charlefton  are  obliging 
end  hofpitable.  They  receive  a  ftranger  v/ith  a 
kindnefs  that  w^atches  to  anticipate  his  wiflies. 
They  have  fignalized  their  beneficence  and  gene- 
rofity  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  towards  the 
unfortunate  exiles  from  the  French  Weft  India 
ifles.  With  a  liberality  eager,  reipedful,  un- 
w^earied,  they  have  fiipplied  them  with  money, 
linens,  lodging.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  un- 
happy objedts  of  this  kindnefs  have  not  conduced 
themfelvcs  with  due  gratitude  and  prudence ;  bu^ 
that,  with  their  ufual  Hghtnefs  and  want  of  reflec-*' 
tion,  they  have  derived  little  reUl  advantage  from 
the  hoipitality  of  their  entertainers,  and  have 
almoft  obliged  the  people  of  Charlefton  to  alter 
th^ir  conduift  towards  them ;  yet  there  is  ftill  a 
great  deal  of  charitable  contribution  towards 
their  relief.  The  Frenchmen,  too^  generally  rail 
againft  the  Americans,  curfe  them,  and  are  almoft 
ready  to  ^ifault  thofe  very  perfor  $ '  froln  whooi 
they  receive  the  moft  benevolent  relief,  and  who 
Jiave,  not  without  good  reafon,  withdrawn  from 
jthem  their  former  kindnefs. 

The  rich  do  not  here,  as  in  Philadelphia,  ftrive 
to  improve  their  fortunes  only  by  fpeculations 
fun^  i^ck-jobbing,      Here  they  are,  genei'ally^ 

merchants. 
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merchants^  and  bufily  engaged  in  a6hial  traffici 
The  planter  fells  his  produce,  fpr  the  greateft 
price  he  can  obtain,  to  the  merchants  by  whom 
k  is  to  be  exported;  and,  excepting  only  that 
final!  part  of  his  time  which  this  btifmefs  demands, 
ipends  all  the  reft  of  it  in  company  and  purfiiits 
of  pleafure.  Many  of  thefe  planters  Uve  not  upon 
their  plantations,  but  go^  from  time  to  time,  to 
vifit  them ;  and  have  overfeers  conftantly  refident 
upon  thexn.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the 
'  maftcr  lives  in  Charlcfton.  Even  thofe  planters 
who  are  more  commonly  refident  upon  their 
cftates  leave  them  from  the  month  of  June  to  No- 
vember, in  order  to  efcape  the  dangerous  fever 
with  which  white 'perfons  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  rice-grounds  are  very  liable  to  be  infeded  du- 
ring that  part  of  the  yean 

The  merchants  of  Charlcfton  have  carried  on 
a  very  adiive  trade  fmce  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war.  They  keep  a  greater  number  of 
fervants  than  thofe  of  Philadelphia,  From  the 
hour  of  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  rarely  think 
of  aught  but  pleafure  and  amufement.  The  man- 
ners and  habits  of  fociety  are  nearly  the  fame  in 
Charlcfton  as  in  other  parts  of  the  American 
States.  Frequent  dinners,  frequent  parties  for 
tea-drinking.  There  are  two  gaming-houfes,  and 
toth  arc  conftantly  full.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
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of  South  Carolina,  having  been  in  Europe,  havc^ 
of  coniequence,  acquired  a  greater  knowledge  of 
our  manners,  and  a  ftronger  partiality  to  them, 
than  the  people  of  the  Northern  Stat<:s.  Coao*- 
lequently,  the  European  mpdes  of  life  are  here 
more  prevalent.  The  v/omen  are  here  more  lively 
than  in  the  north.  They  take  a  greater  Iharc  in 
the  commerce  of  fociety,  without  retaining  for 
this  the  lefs  of  modefty  and  delicate  propriety  ia 
their  behaviour.  They  are  intercfling  and  agree- 
able^ but  perhaps- not  quite  fo  handfome  as  thofe 
of  Philadelphia.  Both  men  and  women  {don  be- 
gin here  to  lofe  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  to  feel 
the  infirmities  of  age.  At  the  age  of  thirty  a 
ivoman  appears  old.  You  often  fee  women  with 
children  at  the  breaft,  who  yet  have  all  the  wrin- 
kles and  haggard  looks  of  fixty.  At  the  age  of 
fifty,  the  hair  becomes  entirely  white. 

As  to  politics,  both  the  State  and  the  people,  in 
general,  are  of  the  Oppofitiori.  The  hatred  againfl 
England  is  almoft  univerfal.  Here  are  few  opu- 
lent planters  who  have  not  formerly  fufFered 
much  from  Englilh  hoftility.  The  number  of  the 
negroes  who  were  flain,  or  efcaped  from  their 
maflers,  during  the  war,  was  not  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand,  including  between  fix  and  feven  hun- 
dred whom  the  Englilh  carried  away  with  thein 
when  they  left  this  place.     AH  here  agree  to  che- 

rifh 
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jrilh  an  inveterate  hatred  againft  England,  and  by 
coniequence  to  difapprovc  the  treaty.  At  table 
warmly  federalift  toafts,  fuch  as>  "Permanency 
to  the  Union  !'*  "  The  Confidence  of  the  States 
lo  the  Prefident !"  are  very  common. 

It  ihould  feem,  that  any  feparation  of  the 
Northern  from  the  Southern  States  would  be  very 
little  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Caro" 
-lina.  Setting  afide  every  political  confideration, 
•the  ncccffity  of  an  increafed  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  the  north,  in  order  to  augment  the 
Ihipping,  and  enlarge  the  general  wealth  of  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States,  makes  it  their  un- 
queftionable  intereft  to.  maintain  the  Union.  To 
this  neceffity  of  intereft,  the  Northern  States 
afcribe  the  prefent  partiality  of  the  Southern  for 
the  federal  government.  But  then  they  alledge, 
that  their  neighbours  will,  with .  the  greateft  ala- 
crity, abandon  the  Union,  as  foon  as  they  fliall 
have  acquired  fufficient  ftrength  to  ftand  by  them- 
fel  ves.  There  are,  however,  obftacles  that  ftrongly 
oppofe  their  rifing  fpeedily  to  that  degree  of  prof- 
•perity  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  I  Ihallr  mention. 

Sir  Walter.Raleigh,  in  the  year  1584,  and 
Admhal  CoLiGNY,  in  the  year  ISgo,  attempted, 
without  fticcefs,  to  eftablifh  colonies  in  Carolina. 
Inteftine  diffenfions  and  contefts,  deftroyed  tbc 
'  cok)nics*whieh  they  introduced.     The  firft  effec- 
tual 
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Itual  fettlement  of  col^^nifts,  in  this  territory,  w» 
in  the  year  1 602*     Charles  the  Second,  after  his 
reftoration/beflowed  a  grant  of  this  region,  from 
the  thirty-'firft  to  the  thirty-fixth  degree  of  lati^ 
tudc,  upon  eight  Englifli  noblemen..  Thofe  were 
the  Earl  of  »Clarendon>  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
-Lord  Craven,  Lord  Derby,  Lord  Alhley,  Lor4 
Carteret,  and  Sir Carktoh*     Thefe  noble- 
men employed  the  celebrated  Locke  toiiame  a 
conHitution  for  the  colony  which  they  were  aboqt 
to  eftablilh.     He  gave  them  a  conftitudon,  in 
which  the  people  were  divided  into  nobles  and 
commons  ;  the  nobles  into  landgraves,  caciques, 
and  barons.     The  colonial  territory  was  divided 
into  counties.     The  iirft  clafs  of  the  nobility  were 
to  poffefs  each  forty-eight  thoufand  acres  of  land ; 
the  fecond  clafs  twenty-four  thoufand  acres ;  the 
third  clafs  twelve  thoufand  acres.    A  fifth  part  of 
the  whole  lands  was  to  be  parcelled  out  among 
the  plebeians.     A  parliament,  compofed  of  the 
nobles   or  their  representatives,   in  conjund:ion 
with  the  rcprcientatives  of  the  commons,  was  to 
compofe  the  legiflative  body,  under  the  direftion 
of  the  eight  proprietors,  who  were  to  form  them- 
felves  into  a  council,  in  which  the  el  deft,  with 
the  title  of  Palfgrave^  was  to  prefide.   In  the  y^ear 
1 06 7,  the  firft  colonifts  came  out  hither  from 
England.     Within  a  few  years  after,  there  fol- 
lowed 
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*owcd  fbme  other  emigrations   from   Englanii^ 
France,  Holland,  and  New  York- 

This  perplexed  form  of  government ;  the  con- 
tinual wars  among  the  Englifh^  French,  and  In- 
dians ;  diffenfions  aniong.the  coloiiifts  theitifelves, 
arifing  from  the  exclufive  inftitution.  of  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Church  of  England;  brought  the 
colony,  at  length,  into,  a  ftate  of  fuch  confiifion 
and  diftreis,  that*  it  was  entirely  ruined.  The  pro- 
prietors,  at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants,  now 
refigned  the  government  of  the  colony,  but  not 
the  territorial  property,  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  year  1 729,  the  King  of  England  bought 
alfo  the  property  of  the  lands>  from  the  feven  pro- 
prietors, for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  t6n  pounds  fterllng ;  and  the  pro-* 
vince  was,  by  an  a6l  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
divided  into  the  two  parts  of  North  and  Soiith 
Carolina.  Lord  Carteret  alone  chofe  to  adhere, 
in  refpedt  to  his  part  of  the  property,  to  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  dominion  had  been  for- 
merly ceded  to  the  government.  The  two  colo- 
nics received  a  charter  of  conltitution,  which  was 
much  more  fimilar  than  their  former  one  to  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  and  to  thofe  of  the  other 
American  colonies. 

Since  that  time,  Carolina,  and  efpecially  its 

•      fouthcm 
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fouthorn  diviilon^  has  be  come  ccmtinuaEy  more 
populous,  more  cultivated,  and  more  commercial. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it  was  conildered 
as  being,  in  wealth,  and  every  other  advantage, 

one  of  the  mofl:  important  provinces  of  America* 

"  » 

By  its  new  conftitution,  this  ftate  is  divided 
into  diftrifts  and  parilhes.  The  diftri<9:s  are  nine 
in  number.  The  conftitution  was  framed  in  the 
ye^  1 790.  The  kgijflature  is  compofed,  as  in 
the  other  ftates,  in  a  council  of  ieven  and  thirty 
members,  and  a  houfe  of  reprefcntatives  of  im 
hundred  and  tw«nty-four  members.  To  be  qua- 
lified for  being  chofen  a  member  of  the  council^ 
a  man  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age,  muft  have 
rcfided  for  five  years  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
ftate,  muft  poffefs  a  clear  land-eftate  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  fterling,  or  one  thoufand  five  hun-^* 
dred  and  forty-three  dollars  revenue,  if  a  refident 
in  the  diftria  for  which  he  is  nominated ;  or  of 
twice  that  value,  if  he  do  not  refide  within  the 
diftria.  The  fenators  are  chofen  for  the  term  of 
four  years  :  but  one-half  of  their  number  go  out 
of  office  at  the  end  of  every  two  years.  To  be 
qualified  for  eleAion  into  the  houfe  of  reprefcn- 
tatives, the  candidate  muft  be  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  muft  have  been  three  years  refident  in  the 
ftate,  xnvdt  have  a  clear  eftate  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  or  ten  negroes,  or  one  hundred  and 
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fifty  pounds  fterling^  which  it  equdl  to  feveii  htin-' 
dred  and  ieventy-^two  dollars.  If  not  an  inhabi-' 
tant  of  tiie  diftrift  he  wilhcs  to  reprefent,  his  for-* 
tune  mufl;  then  be  twice  as  great.  The  repre- 
icntatiyes  are  eleded  for  the  fpace  of  two  ycarsy 
and  go  out  all  at  once.  To  be  qualtiied  for  the 
office  of  governor,  a  man  muft  be  one  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  muft  have  been  ten  years  refident 
within  the  ftate,  muft  poflefs  a  fortune  of  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  or  feven- 
teen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifteen  doUani 
free  from  debt.    The  Governor  is  elec^d  for  the 

w 

term  of  two  years;  and,  after  an  interval  of  four 
years,  from  the  time  of  his  going  out  of  office,  he 
may  be  rechofen.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
governor  are  nominated  by  the  legiflative  body, 
and  both  at  the  fame  time.  The  judges  are  like- 
wife  nominated  by. the  fame  body;  and  their 
continuance  in  office  is  to  be  during  their  good 
behaviour.  The  commiffioncrs  of  the  revenue, 
the  feeretary  of  ftate,  the  commander  in  chief,  the 
ikeriffs,  are  likewife  named  by  the  legiflaturc ; 
and  they  hold  their  offices  for  the  fpace  of  four 
years.  All  charges  againft  members  of  the  legifla- 
turc, or  members  of  the  ftate,  are  to  be  produced 
only  before  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The 
fenate  pronounces  fentence.  The  only  punilh- 
ment,  however,  that  it  can  inffift,  is  deprivation 

of 
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of  office,  with  incapacitation  for  any  future  pub* 
lie  employment.  The  courts  of  juftice  arc  more 
fevere, 

Ele dors  muft  be  of  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years,  muft  have  been  two  years  refident  in  the 
ftate,  and  muft  be  proprietors  each  of  fifty  acres 
of  ground,  or  of  a  building-lot  in  forac;  town, 
free  from  any  burthen  of  debt.  If  not  poflefled 
of  this  property,  the  eledlor  muft  at  leaft  have 
rcfided  fix  months  within  the  elefting  diftrid, 
and  muft  be  a  contributor,  of  three  fliillings  fterl- 
ing  annually  to  the  revenues  of  the  ftate.  Alter- 
ations in  the  conftitution  can  be  made  only  with 
the  confent  of  two-thirds  of  the  aftual  menibers 
of  the  two  houfes  of  legiflature  ;  and  even  after 
this  are  not  to  be  carried  into  final  accomplifh- 
ment  without  the  approbation  of  an  equal  majo- 
rity at  the  next  fubfequent  meeting  of  thefe 
bodies.  This  conftitution  confifts  of  a  declaration 
of  rights  in  ten  articles,  extremely  firiiple,  and  very 
intelligible. 

At  prefent,  thofe  who  are  to  vote  for  South 
Carolina,  in  the  eledion  of  the  Prefidents  of  the 
United  States,  muft  be  named  by  the  two  houfes* 
Thofe  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  who  have  poflef-^ 
iions  in  different  diftri6ts,  arc  at  liberty  to  vote  in 
either  of  them  at  their  pleafure.     Evcxy  member 

Cc2  of 


388  TRAVELS  THROtTGH 

of  the  leglflative  body  has  an  allowance  of  (even 
Ihillings  a  day  from  the  ftate. 

The  law  of  England  is  received  as  the  common 
law  as  well  of  Carolina  as  of  almoft  all  the  reft  of 
America.  Few  inftances  occur  of  departure  from 
it. 

The  law  for  the  difpoial  of  the  property  of  per- 
fons  dying  inteftate  allots  to  the  widow  of  a  man 
dying  without  children  one  half  of  his  eftate ;  to 
the  widow  of  him  who  leaves  children  to  inherit 
from  him,  only  a  third  part  of  his  fortune.  The 
children  receive  equal  fliares.  In  general,  how- 
ever, every  man  is  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  his  pro- 
perty by  will,  as  he  pleafes.  He,  however,  who 
lives  in  open  concubinage,  may  not  devife  away 
from  his  wife  and  children  above  one-fourth  of 
his  property,  otherwife  his  will  is  liable  to  be  fet 
afide.  Baftards,  whofe  fathers  cannot  be  difco- 
vcred,  are  brought  up  at  the  public  charge.  But 
he  whom  a  young  woman  with  child,  in  fornica- 
tion, names  as  the  father  of  her  infant,  is  com- 
pelled by  law  to  pay  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds  fter- 
ling,  or  two  hundred  and"  fifty-eight  dollars,  for 
the  fupport  and  education  of  its  childhood. 

There  is  in  Charlefton  an  eftablifhment  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  It  is  called  a  work-houfe, 
but  no  work  is  done  in  it.     It  colls  the  State  the 

fum 
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fum  of  fi\:e  thousand  pounds  fterling,  or  twenty- 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars a  year ;  and  feems  to  ferve  only  as  an  aiylum 
for  idlenefs.     The  recovery  of  debts  gives  rife  to 
niany  aftions  at  law,  in  this  ftate.     The  procefs 
is,  in  thefe  cafes,  fo  tedious,  and  the  fentence  of 
the  courts  fo  long  delayed,  that  the  bufinefs  of  an 
advocate  becomes,  of  courfe,   very  lucrative.     It 
is  faid,  that  the  corruption  of  the  IherifFs,  who  are 
eafily  bribed,  contribute  greatly  to  the  prefent  de- 
lays of  the  law.     Thefe  difoi  ders  are  the  natural 
confequence  of  the  irnallnefs  of  the  fortunes  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  and  of  their  love  of 
expence.     MelTrs.   Charles  Pinckney,  Ed- 
ward RuTLEDGE,   Pringle,  Holmes,   and 
one  or  two  other  advocates,  earn,  in  their  dffices, 
each  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four 
thouland  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year,  or 
from  eighteen  thoufand  to  twenty- three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars,     Eight  or  ten 
others  earn  from  ten  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand 
dollars,  or  from  two  thoufand  to  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year.     This  is  a 
liberal  calculation  of  their  gains.     Perhaps,  they 
may  not  always  receive  the  moft  punctual  pay- 
ment. 

The  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina  is  excef- 
fivelv  fevcre.     The  punilhment  of  hanging  and 
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whipping  arc  infli<^ed  in  many  cafes,  in  which 
the  governments  of  Europe  ufe  lefs  feverity. 
Death  is  the  punifhment  for  the  theft  of  horfes 
or  mules.  This  feverity  the  people  of  the  country 
endeavour  to  cxcufe  by  obferving,  that  the  horfes 
are  commonly  left  in  the  fields,  and  prefent  a  very 
ftrong  temptation  to  theft  to  the  unprincipled  and 
needy.  But,  fuch  local  reaforis  afford  no  fatisfac- 
tory  excufe  for  fuch  atrocious  feverity.  Why 
ihould  convenience  be  thus  preferred  to  juftice 
and  humanity  ? 

For  the  theft  of  horned  cattle,  the  punifhment 
is  only  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  fterling,  or  if  the 
thief  be  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  a  whipping  of  nine 
and  thirty  laihes.  Another  criminal  law  of  ex- 
treme feverity  has  been  enabled  againfl  the  break- 
ing down  of  the  dyke  of  the  canal  that  forms  a 
communication  between  the  rivers  Santfee  and 
Cooper :  death  is  the  punifhment  for  this  crime. 
For  the  fame  breaking  down  of  the  dykes  of  two 
other  canals  in  this  {late,  the  punifhment  is  only 
feven  years  imprifonment.  The  importance  of 
,  the  canal  in  queflion  can  never  juflify  a  criminal 
law  of  fuch  barbarity.  Nor  is  the  difference  be- 
tween  the  utility  of  the  canals  here  mentioned 
fufficient,  to  apcount  in  a  fatisfadory  manner  for 
the  differences  of  pvmifhment. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  feverity  of  thefe  Jaws  is  ge- 
nerally 
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ncrally  mitigated  by  recommendations  to  mcrcy^ 
addreffed  from  the  juries  to  the  Governor.  But^ 
the  neccffity  of  iiich  mitigation  is  a  reproach  to, 
the  laws ;  as  it  evinces,  that  thele  have  not  cfta- 
blifhed  a  due  relation  between  crimes  and  pxmifh- 
ments.  There  is,  befidcs,  reaibn  for  fuppofing, 
that  however  humane  the  members  of  juri?5# 
horfe-ftealing  will  more  feidom  find  mercy  than 
murder.  In  a  well-governed  ftate,  the  only  mode 
of  aiding  towards  bad  laws  is,  not  by  compromises 
with  them,  but  by  reforming  them. 

The  laws  refpe<Sling  the  negroes  are  derived 
from  an  Englifh  inftitute  of  the  year  1 74a*  A 
juilice  of  the  peace,  with  three  freemen  of  tl^c 
neighbourhood,  examine  into,  and  decide  upon, 
the  primes  of  negroes.  No  defender  is  allowed  to 
the  poor  wretch  accufed ;  and  his  judges  ha;vc 
power  to  condemn  him  to  whatever  mode  of 
death  they  fhall  think  proper.  Simple  theft  by 
a  negro  is  puniftied  with  death.  When  the  crirtjc 
is  pot  fuch  as  to  deferve  capital  puniihment,  a 
juflicc  of  the  peace,  with  a  fingle  freeman,  may, 
in  this  cafe,  condemn  to  whatever  lighter  puniih- 
ment they  ihall  pleafe  to  inflidl.  For  the  mur- 
der of  a  negra  with  malicious  intent,  a  white  man 
pays  a  fine  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars.  If  he  have  only  beaten  the  negro, 
without  intention  of  murder,  till  his  death  eniued, 
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the  fine  id  hut  oiie  thou&nd  fiv^e  hundred  (k>lkrs. 
He  wha  maims  a  negro,  puts  out  his  eyes,  cuts  off 
his  tongue,  or  caftratcs  him,  pays  only  a  fine  of 
four  himdred  and  twenty-eight  dollars.  Ift  all 
theie  cafes,  *the  white  man  is  imprifoned  tittthc 
fine  be  paid.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  a  white  man 
can,  in  fuch  cafe,  feldom  be  convided ;  ^s  ne- 
groes are  incapable  by  law  of  giving  evidence; 
and  no  white  man  will  readily  oiFer  hi§  teftimony 
in  fevour  of  a  black,  againft  a  perfon  of  his  own 
colour.  A  negro  flaying  a  white  man,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  mafter,  is  pardoned.  But,  if  he  do 
£he  iame  thing,  or  even  but  wound  a  white  man, 
in  the  defence  of  his  own  life,  he  will- even- 
tually be  put  to  death.  A  more  diligent  cxaminar- 
tion  of  thefc  laws  might  difcover  myany  other 
odious  things  in  them. 

The  moft  enlightened  people  in  Carc^ina  fee 
the  neceffity  of  an  alteration  of  thefc  lavvs ;  and 
it  is  faid,  that  the  next  meeting  of  a  new:  legifla- 
ture  will  take  up  this  matter,  I  am  afraid,  that 
any  reform  will  not  be  fuch  as  it  ought  to  be. 
It  fhould  feem,  that  thofe  who  mention  this  fiib- 
jefl:  are  ftrongly  impreffed  with  the  idea  of  the 
neceffity  of  the  taeafiire. 

I  have  vifited  the  prifons  of  Charlefton,  which, 
it  is  aiferted,  are  the  beft  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina ;  they  form  one  fingle  building,  which  is 

fcvcral 
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Several  ftories  high.  The  rooms  arc  pretty  fpa- 
cious  and  airy,  but  few  in  number.  Debtors  are 
in  a  leparatc  room.  Felons,  either  imprifbned  on 
fufpicion  or  convifted,  are  confined  with  the  po- 
Uce-priforiers,  and  all  are  treated  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing. They  are  all  in  irons  ;  a  dreadful  treatment^ 
but  which  is  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the 
irnallnefs  of  the  prifon,  and  of  the  facility  of  plot- 
ting mutinies.  The  priibncrs  are  permitted  only 
to  walk  about  in  their  room  ;  the  prifon  having 
no  court,  where  they  might  take  exercife.  The 
jailor  is  allowed  one  Ihilling  a-day  for  the  board 
*>f  each  prifoner,  for  which  money  he  gives  him 
a  pound  of  bread  every  day,  and  meat  three  times 
a  week. 

Criming,!  offences  are  very  numerous  in  Caro* 
lina,  ^nd  their  number  is  :faid  rather  to  increafc 
every  year,  than  to  decreafe.  Thirty- four  pri* 
jfoners  were  to  be  tried  laft  feffion  in  the  diftrift 
of  Charlefton  only,  which  in  1701  contained  • 
twenty-teight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  inhabitants,  and  its  prelent  population  com- 
prifts  from  thirty- two  to  thirty-three  thoufand 
Ibuls.  The  negroes  have  their  peculiar  courts,  and 
diftind  prifons,  whither  they  are  fent  by  fuch 
mafters,  as  chufe  not  to  inflift  any  pimiihment 
themfelves,  to  receive  a  certain  number  of  laflies. 
The  negroes  in  the  diilrid  of  Charlefton  amount 

to 
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to  fifty-five  thoufand ;  their  total  number  in  tho 
State  of  South  Carolina  is  cftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thouiand.  At  the  time  of  the 
laft  computation  in  1790,  theftate  contained  one 
hundred  and  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  ilaves^ 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  white  people.  Lawyers 
and  judges  have  informed  me,  that  the  white  in- 
habitants of  Carolina  commit  more  criminal  of- 
fences, in  proportion  to  their  number,  than  the 
negroes.  Some  mailers  may  perhaps,  from  ava- 
iricious  motives,  Ihelter  their  Haves  from  punilh- 
inent,  as  they  receive  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  dollars  for  an  execute^  flave ;  but 
this  can  only  take  place  in  regard  to  crimes  per- 
petrated in  the  midft  of  plantations.  Few  peo- 
pie,  afifaulted,  robbed  or  injured  by  the  negroes, 
would  refrain  from  ptofecuting  thena,. merely  tq 
lave  their  mafters  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars.  The  refult  of  this  compa- 
nion is,  therefore,  clearly  in  favour  of  men,  for 
whom  the  llavery  and  contempt,  in  which  they 
live,  would  powerfully  plead,  if  it  were  other- 
tvifc. 

The  military  regulations,  which  imtil  1794 
were  extremely  incomplete,  were  in  that  year 
rendered  more  perfed:.  They  divide  the  whole 
ftate  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  comprehends 

five 
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five  brigades;  and  the  other,  fovir.  The  twa 
majors-general,  who  command  the  two  divilions, 
and  the  nine  brigadiers,  under  whole  orders  arc 
the  different  brigades,  as  well  as  the  adjutant- 
general,  are  appointed  by  the  legiflature.  Each 
brigade  is  divided*by  the  eommauding  officers  into 
as  many  regiments  as  the  population  will  admit. 
The  officers  are  nominated  by  the  regiments,  bat- 
talions, and  companies,  to  which  they  belong ; 
but  they  are  promoted  in  the  order  of  their  fer- 
vice. 

Every  male  inhabitant,  as  foon  as  he  has  at-^ 
tained  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  is  apprifed 
by  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  in  the  name  of  the 
captain  of  the  diftrift,  that  he  belongs  to  the  mi- 
litia. This  notice,  which  is  given  before  witneflcs, 
is  the  only  formality  obferved  in  this  cafe.  The 
companies  affcmble  one  day  every  month,  and 
the  regiments  or  battalions  two  days  a  year,  to 
go  through  the  exercifp.  Abfentees,  whether 
officers  or  foldiers,  who  have  no  lawful  pleas  to 
offer,  are  punifhed  by  a  fine,  proportionate  to 
their  rank,  or  imprifoned,  if  they  cannot  raife 
the  fine.  In  cafe  of  a  difobedience  of  orders, 
heavier  penalties  are  inflifted.  Officers,  in  cafe 
of  mifconduiS,  are  tried  at  the  inftance  of  the 
Governor,  by  a  court  of  enquiry,  confifling  at 
Icafl  of  three  members,  one  of  whom  mufl  hold 

the 
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the  iamc  commiffion  as  the  oiFender,  who,  if  he 
chufe,  may  demand  a  court-martial. 

All  white  apprentices  or  fervants  muft  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  their  ma{ters,  who  are  refponfi- 
ble  for  them  to  the  courts-martial.  For  every 
feult  they  commit,  in  regard  to  the  military  fer* 
vice,  they  are  obliged  to  fcrve  their  mafters  a  fort- 
night beyond  their  time. 

The  brigadiers  are  at  the  fame  time  infpeftors 
of  their  divifions,  for  which  they  receive  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  pay  at-^ 
tached  to  their  rank.  The  commanders  of  bat- 
talions are  bound,  oh  the  firft  notice  of  drfturb- 
anccs  having  broken  out  in  the  province,  to  afTem- 
ble  their  corps,  and  immediately  report  to  their 
iuperiors  the  reafbns,  why  they  have  done  fo.  In 
cafe  of  danger  of  an  attack,  or  a  confiderable  re- 
volt,  the  military  are  obliged  to  fire  three  mulkct- 
fliots  as  a  fignal,  which  is  repeated  by  all  who 
hear  it,  and  upon  \yhich  every  officer  muft  aflem- 
ble  his  men  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  The 
Governor  is  invefted  with  the  right  of  affembling 
the  troops  on  all  occafions.  If  they  are  obliged  to 
march  beyond  their ufual  places  of  rendezvous, 
they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  regular  troops,  and 
the  fourth  part  of  each  company  remain  armed 
in  the  diftriA  for  the  patroling  fervicc.  The  Ibl- 
diers  are  allowed  to  find  able  iubilitutes^  who 

may 


•••^ 


THIS  UKITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.         3Q7 

may  march  in  their  ftead,  but  no  one  can  be  ex- 
empted from  the  patroling  feryice.  In  cafe  of  an 
infurreftion,  the  officers  poflefs  a  discretionary 
power  of  making  the  beft  ule  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion,  and  veflels,' 'Wherever  they  find  them.  The 
Governor,  or  ill  his  abfence  the  Lieutenant-go- 
vernor, has  the  right  of  mitigating  or  annulhng 
the  fentcnce  of  a  court-martial.  The  fines  ar« 
apphed  to  the  purchafe  of  arms  for  the  ufc  of  the 
companies,  in  which  they  happen  to  be  levied. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  articles  of  war.  General 
Pinckney,  brigadier  and  infpcftor  of  the  firft  divi- 
fion,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit;  he  devotes  all 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  fcrvice,  and  derives 
much  additional  authority  from  the  confidence, 
and  refpeft,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys.  The 
regulations  for  the  exercifc  are  diftinft  and  good ; 
but  the  miUtia  are,  upon  the  whole,  badly  armed, 
and  Ibme  of  them  have  no  arms  at  all.  The  ftatc 
has  few  or  no  cannon,  no  powder  magazine,  and 
no  balls.  A  law  was  enadled  in  17Q5,  ordering 
two  thoufand  mufkets,  thirty-fix  cstnnons,  five 
hundred  brace  of  piftols,  five  hundred  fwords, 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to 
be  provided.  Thefe  fmall  flores,  which  are  bought 
by  command  of  the  Governor,  will  not 'be  com- 
pleted for  fbme  years.  This  abfolute  negleft  of  all 
means  of  defence  is  common  throughout  Ame- 
rica; 
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rica ;  and  If  you  mention  it  to  nicn  of  property^ 
moil:  of  them  will  return  in  anfwcr^ — '*  America 
was  ftill  more  deftitute  of  every  thing  at  the  com- 
mencemcrjit  of  the  Revolution."  This  anfwer  is 
pleafing  enough,  as  it  beipeaks  the  fame  energy 
which  America  difplayed  in  the  war  of  the  rcvch 
lution ;  but  to  provide  proper  means  of  defence  is 
by  no  means  inconfiftent  with  energy. 

The  taxes  in  South  Carolina  are  affefled  on 
lands,  polTeffions  in  the  towns,  and  monied  capi- 
tals, employed  in  trade,  banks,  or  otherwife.  Free 
negroes,  as  well  as  Haves,  pay  a  capitation,  in  re- . 
gard  to  which  all  men  or  women  of  colour  are 
cfteemed  negroes. 

The  land  is  divided  by  the  law  into  nine  claffes, 
from  the  rice-fwamps,  which  are  watered  by  the 
flood,  to  the  foil  which,  in  the  general  opinion, 
admits  of  no  cultivation.  According  to  this  gra- 
dation the  land  is  rated  from  twenty-fix  dollars 
down  to  twenty  cents  the  acre,  and  pays  one-half 
per  cent.  The  poffeffions  in  the  towns,  and  mo- 
nied capitals,  are  affefled  in  the  fame  proportion. 
Free  negroes  from  iixteen  to  fifty  years  of  age  pay 
a  poll-tax  of  two  dollars  each,  and  flaves  of  what- 
ever age  or  fex  one  dollar.  Carriages  kept  for 
amufement  pay  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  for  each 
wheel. 

The  tax-gatherers  arc  appointed  by  the  legifla- 

ture, 
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turc,  and  continue  in  place,  until  they  obt^n 
their  difiniffal.  Thefe  officers  of  the  ftate  arc 
bound,  in  general,  to  find  lecurity  for  the  iiim  of 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 
and  thofe  of  Charlefton  for  forty-two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  dollars.  On  a  notice  from  the  tax- 
gatherers,  all  the  inhabitants  muft  make  a  decla- 
ration  upon  oath  of  their  taxable  property  in  land, 
town-lhares.  Haves,  and  carriages.  A  &lfe  decla- 
ration lubje<9:s  to  a  penalty  of  five  times  the 
amount  of  the  fum  concealed,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
declaration  being  refufcd,  the  coUeftors  make  out^ 
an  eflimate,  and  the  defaulter  pays  double  his 
fhare  of  taxes.  In  cafe  of  any  inhabitant  think- 
ing himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  afTefrors,  he  is  bound 
to  declare  his  whole  property,  and  is  believed, 
Thefe  afTefTments  are,  however,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  very  moderate,  as  on  the  largeft  property  they 
fcarccly  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  tax-gatherers  tranfmit  to  the  treafiirers  of 
the  flatc  (one  of  whom  is  appointed  for  Upper 
Carolina  and  another  for  Lower  Carolina)  the  lifls 
of  the  inhabitants  then  taxed,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
who  have  refufed  to  make  their  declaration,  and 
a  general  table  of  the  amount  of  the  taxes.  Thefe 
lifb  and  tables  are  fluck  up  in  the  chief  places  of 
the  diflridl,  and  every  perfon,  who  pays  not  his 
taxes  according  to  the  lifls  within  ten  days  after 

their 
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their  publication,  may  be  profecuted  and  confined. 
Taxes  nmft  be  paid  in  preference  to  all  other  debts. 
The  inhabitants  may  chufe  the  parifli,  where  they 
intend  to  pay.  The  coUedors  are  in  general  al- 
lowed five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  their  re- 
ceipts, but  in  Charlefton  only  one  and  half  per 
cent. 

Thcfe  taxes  are.adequate  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  flate,  which  in  the  year  1797  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  dollars.  But  delays,  inconveni- 
encies,  and  confiderable  deficiencies,  freqxiently 
arife  from  the  circumftance,  that  the  collectors 
and  affeflbrs  are  the  fame  perlbns,  that  no  checks 
upon  them  are  kept,  and  that  the  inhabitants  have 
the  right  of  paying  their  taxes  in  which  parifli  they 
chufe. 

The  roads  in  South  Carolina  are  kept  in  repair 
by  the  negroes,  who  are  obliged  conftantly  to 
work  at  the  roads,  which  border  upon  the  plan- 
tations to  which  they  belong.  White  people,  who 
have  no  Have,  muft  do  the  wbrk  themielves.  The 
ffcate  pays  the  expence  for  all  public  buildings ;  of 
confcquence  there  exift  no  county-rates.  The 
poor  are  fiipported  by  a  tax  on  flaves,  and  on  white 
people  who  have  none.  Town-rates  arc  levied  on 
the  fame  principle ;  in  Charlefton  they  amount 
.  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

.This 
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This  town  raifes  nearfy  two  tlroufand  dollars  a 
year  by  licences  for  felling  wine  and  brandy. 

The  public  debt  of  South  Carolina  is  of  two 
forts.     One  part  of  it  was  contrafted  at  the  time 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  meet  the  expence 
eaufed  by  it,  and  which  the  Union  has  taken 
upon  itfelf,  under  the  narne  of  the  general  ex- 
pctice :  the  amount  of  this  debt  is  from  one  mil- 
lion and  one  hundred  thoufand  to  one  million 
aftid  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.     The  Unioii 
pays  to  the  ftate  feven  per  cent  on  this  debt,  tmtil 
it  be  difcharged,  and  this  intereft  it  pays  again 
£o  its  creditors,  and  a6ls,  therefore,  merely  as  a 
dcpdfitary  or  truftee.     But  in  cafe  of  the  ftate 
paying  any  part  of  this  debt,  the  Union  remains 
nererthelefs  its  debtor,  for  inftance,  if  the  ftate 
fiiould  fell  land;  to  pay  fuch  debt.     It  claims  at 
prefent  the  ium  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
for  forts,  crcfted  on  the  Indian  frontiers,  and  other 
cxpencds,  relative  to  thefe  works  of  defence.     If 
•tihiisclaim  Ihould  be  admitted,  as  probably  it  will, 
the  money  will  be  expended  for  the  fame  purpofc, 
Init  without  leffening  the  debt  of  the  Union ;  the 
ititereft  or  capital  paid  by  it  will  ferve  to  eafe  the 
hvtrihtii  of  the  taxes,  or  be  employed  for  fom^ 
other  ufeful  purpofe  ih  the  tlate.   The  reft  of  the 
piiBlic  debt  is  that,  which,  although  for  the  niajor 
part  contra<S£ed  duiing  t^e  war  ^nd"  on  its  account, 
^   Vol.  II.  I)  4     y/^E^^         ^as 
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lias  not  been  acknowledged  by  the  Union  2ts  i 
general  debt,  and  remains  therefore  at  the  charge 
of  the  ftate.  Its  amount  was  from  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-fiye  thou* 
fand  dollars,  but  it  has  been  paid  off  to  the  fura 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  dol- 
lars. A  tax  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  on  every  ne- 
gro, and  fome  other  impofts  on  diftilleries,  to- 
bacco, &c.  are  appropriated  to  the  payment  oi 
this  debt,  ten  per  cent  being  yeafly  paid  of  the 
capital.  The  whole  debt  will  be  difcharged  in 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  thefe  taies  ceafe  accord- 
ingly. The  fum  which  yet  remains  due  ori^- 
tiates  merely  from  a  frigate,  and  was  contrafted 
undier  the  following  circumftances*  .    . 

Irii  177a  or  1779>  Commodore  Gillon,  of  Ca- 
rolina, being  commiffioned  by  South  Carolina  td 
procure  a  frigate,  propofed  to  the  PrijtiGe  of  Liu- 
embpurg,,  to  deliver  a  Ihip  of  that  defcription* 
The  bargain  was  concluded  in  this  maniier,  that 
for  thecxpence  incurred  by  fitting  out,  this  frigate, 
the  Prince  was  to  have  a  fourth  of  the  n^l;  pro* 
ceeds  of  all  the  priz€3  taken  by  the  fliip^  and  in 
cafe  of  her  being- taken,  the  whole  value  of  the 
frigate.  She  was  budt  in* Holland  .  and  mounted 
forty-eight  giins.  Some  months  elapfed,  before 
flie  could  be  of  any-fervice,  becaufe  the  Prince 
*Pgaged  the  crew  in  Fran<;e.     At  length  ihe  put 

to 
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td  fea^  and  took  feveral  prizes,  but  was  afterwards 
ta'kfen  off  the  American  cbaft>  arid,  as  the  Prince 
aflerted^  through  Giiloti*s  milconduft,  whom  he 

%  _  *  

charged  with  h&virig  furrendered  her  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  for  a  coniidelrable  fiinl  of  money.  Tht  ftate 
a€knd^^ledged  a  debt  of  thirty  thoufind  pounds 
fterling,  kll  the  prizes  being  previoufly  deducted, 
m  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fberlirig 
which  the  Pri Ace  had  already  deceived.  After 
ihe  death  of  the  Priilce  his  heirs  fent  Dr.  CuT- 
TiSr^',  ^n  Am'erifcani  onfe  of  the  phyficiaris  of  the 
irmy,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  fum.  iThe 
Marflial  dc  Gastiiies,  from  an  opinion,  that  the 
fogate  had  been  built  for  French  mon€y,  -that  the 
Prfnce  h^d  ohly  afted  as  a  fecret  dgent  of  France, 
tvbb  wifhed  to  aflift  Amerifca,  before  flie  had  pub-^ 
ircly  declared  berfelf  in  her  fdVour,  claimed  this 
debt,  as  being  the  property  of  the  royal  trealury. 
The  French  cohful  oppofed  therefore  in  1795, 
thiiclaim  of  the  Prince's  heirs,  adding,  that  even 
in  the  cafe  of  its  forriiing  a  lawful  detnand  of  the 
kt€  Prkicc,  it -was  now  efche&ted/to  the  French' 
Republic ;  all  his  own  eftates,  as  Wfell  ^s  thofe  of 
his  heirs,  having  been  confifcated  Oft  the  ground 
of  emigration.  The  payment  is,  therefore,  de*- 
fefr^d,  and  the  ftate  of  Carolina,  which  has  the 
money  ready,  is  only  waiting  for  the  fentencc  of 
a  competent  judge,  as  to  the  perfons  to  whom 
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^  is  to  pay  the  debt,  In  the  meanwhile  Mr. 
Cuttinghas  received  fron;i  the  ftate  four  thoui^ 
pouiids  fterling;  th<^  amount  of  hj;i&  diibnrfements^ 
on  conditiou  of  refunding  this  fum^  if  the  law- 
iuit  (liould  be  decided  agajfnft  the  heirs. 

The  ftate  of  South  Carolina  pays,  its  officer  bet- 
ter) than  any  other  ftate  of  the  Union.  The.Gp- 
i(€mor's  pay  is  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-two.doll^rsr  the  Chief-juftice  has  three  diou- 
land:  three  hundred ;  the  other  judges  two  thou- 
j^d  five  hundred.  This  pay  being  nearly  eqiial 
to  t^at  paid  by  the  Union,  is  the  reafoa  why,  in 
Carolina,  places  under  the  Unicm  are  not  eajgerly 
fought  after. 

South  ^Carolina  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif- 
tpcip  by  the  devajftation  of  her  pofleflicws  by  the 
Bnglifh^  and  the  entire  ftagnstion  of  hier  trade. 
The  utmoft  fcarcity  of  fpecies  prevailed  through- 
out the  ftate,  and  this  was  the  rea£>n  why  neither 
any  public  or  private  debt  was  paid.  From  thi^fe 
Qonfiderations  the  legiflature  relblvcd,  in  1785, 
to  introduce  paper-money,  opened  for  thb  ptuy 
pofe  a  loan  for  one  hundred  thouiand  pounds  flcr-' 
ling,  for  five  years,  and  paid  in  paper-money  dou- 
ble the  ybIug  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  other  preci- 
<?useffe<fts,  which  were  depofited  by  the  creditcHrs. 
This  money  was  received  by  the  treaiury  of  the 
^t^c  in  payment  of  old  debts  as.  well  as  of  ^gees. 

If 
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If  the  borrower  did  not,  at  the  ^pointed  tbne^ 
feimburfe  the  iuin  borrowed,  together  with  tbi 
annual  intcrcft  of  feven  per  cent,  the  «fFe'6ls  dc^J* 
pofited  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  flate,  tintH 
the  entire  difchargc  of  the  debt.  This  fort  of 
loan,  w^hich  was  to  jceafe  in  17Ql,.bas  been  pro- 
longed until  1801  ;  and  the  intcreft  is  employed 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  ftate,  to  make  up  any  de- 
ficiency which  may  iake  place  tmder  the  head  of 
taxes*  This  paper-money,  which  no  law  fofce4 
into  a  compulfory  circulation,  was  fo  frequentijr 
oiSered  ^in  the  courfe  of  private  trania^ions,  ihft 
it  could  not  be  rtefufcd.  It  fufferfed  a  deprecia- 
tion of  twenty  per  cent,  but  at  prefent  it  is  fearc^ 
below  par,  except  in  purchafing  foreign .  billa> 
virhen  it  is  at  ninety-nine  per  centj  othchvifc  it  is 
at  par  with  bank  notes  and  Ipecies. 

To  two  banks,  inftituted  iri  Charlcfton  three 
or  four  ye%rs  ago,  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed^  that 
a  period  has  been  put  to  this  depreciation  of  the 
paper-money,  Jind  all  commercial  operations  are 
mow  carried  on  with  greater  facility ;  the  moft 
inbfl:antial  houfes  were  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
five  per  cent  intereft  n,  month  for  bard  cafli.  This 
is  more  or  lefs  the  cafe  in  all  the  trading  towns  of 
the  United  States,  It  is  yet  very  common  for 
planters  to  borrow  money  on  mortgage  it  the 
fynxc,  nay,  higher  intereft,     Thi$  mdy^  baWcvar, 
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in  part  be  occafioned  by  the  general  fcarcity  <)f 
ipecies,  and,  in  peculiar  cafes,  from  the  circumt 
fcribed  fortunes  of  the  planters,  perh^s  alio  from 
their  prodigal  mode  of  life,  by  which  they  arc 
obliged  to  refort  to  iiich  refources. 

This  notorious  fcarcity  of  money,  as  well  a; 
the  poverty  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina 
were  reduced  by  the  defblatioh  of  the  Englifli,  in^ 
iduced  the  legiflature  in  1 788  to  grant  the  dcbtprs 
kh  indult  for  five  years,  on  condition  of  their  payr 
;ing  yearly  a  fifth  part  of  their  debt,  and  giving 
fecurity  for  the  whole. 

In  South  Carolina  there  are  two  banks.  One 
'\s  a  branch  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Its  feat 
is  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  capital  belqngs  to  that 
of  the  chief  bank.  It  was  iuftituted  in  1  790,  and 
is  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  the  other 
branches  of  that  bank.  The  dividend  is  at  pre: 
fcnt  one  half  per  cent.     . 

In  1 792  another  bank  was  eftabliflied  by  fcveral 
merchants  of  the  town,  under  the  name  of  the 
South  Carolina  bank,  The  capit;al  confifted  at 
firft  of  tvvo  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  five 
thoufand  Ihares  of  forty  dollars  each ;  bvit  the  fol- 
lowing year  it  was  increafed  tp  three  hundred 
■  thoufand  dollars,  by  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
pew  fliares.  Laft  March  it  was  raifed  to  five  hun- 
.  4red  ^nd  twenty-rfivq  thoufand  dollars,  by  fiv.e 

thoufanc^ 
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iihoiEiknd  wew  fiiares,  of  twenty*-five  ddllars  each. 
Thpfe  new  Ihares  were  raifed  five  dollars  on  very 
juft  grounds,  fince  the  holders  of  the  new  fliares 
participate  in  the  benefits  arifing  from  the  divi^ 
dends  not  yet  paid*     This  bank  is  not  yet  incor- 
porated ;  the  fecurity  of  the  ftockholders,  and  of 
thole  who  accept  their  notes,  depends  therefore 
-entirely  on  the  capital  of  the  baak,  and  on  the 
private  property  x)f  the  dire<9:ors,  as  far  as  it  is 
jcnown.    It  will  be  incorporated,  it  feems,  during 
the  next  leflSon  of.  the  legiflature.     Thifi  bank 
regulates  the  dividends  every  three  months.     Irl 
the  years  1 793  and  17Q3,  thefe  amounted  to  nine 
per  xxnt;  and  in  1/94^  If 95,  and  the  firft  fix 
jnonths  £)f  1 796,  to  fiftGen  per  cent.    The  direc- 
tors alio  ftate,  liiat  they  have  kept  back  and  laid 
by  iixty  thouiand  dollars  out  of  the  profits.     The 
bank  tranfa^s  bufi^fjefs  in  the  fame  manner  ^s  the 
QthcT  banks  in  America,  but  it  is  ftid  to'have  ex- 
ceeded, in  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  that  pro- 
pQSFtion  to  its  capital,  which  prudent  direftors  of 
a  b&nk  generally  obferve.     But  fuccefs  has  jufti- 
iicd  the  management  of  the  directors,  as  its  credit 
is  at  prefent  more  firmly  efl:ablifhcd  than  even 
The  increafe  of  the  capital  fl:oGk  enables  the  di- 
recSlion  to  enlarge  the  bufincfs  of  the  bank,  withr 
jQ^t  overleaping  the  bounds  of  prudence ;  and  the 
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fc^pital  is  intended  to  be  incKafed  to  one  iptHioii 
of  dojlars  within  twq  years. 

The  inftitution  of  thefe  two  banks  has  been  at- 
tende4  in  Carolina  with  the  fame  efFedb,  yrhicl? 
banks  generally  prodijce  in  all  trading-  countries ; 
nay,  the  rcfiilts  have  been  rather  more  bencfiqaj 
in  this  country,  becaufe  the  fcarcity  of  money 
was  here  uncommonly  great.  Trade  and  com* 
merce  haye  been  greatly  enlarged  by  means  of 
the  money  advanced  to  tjie  merchants,  and  by 
other  circtimftances.  The  trade  to  India,  in  which 
Gharlefton  yearly  employs  fome  Ihips,  has  been 
increased,  and  agriculture  raifed  by  funis  of  mo- 
ney advanced  to  diftreffed  planters,  whofc  fettl^r 
ments  would  otherwife  have  been  fold.  The  bank 
has  alfo  affifted  the  company  of  the  Santep-caj^al 
with  confiderable  fums,  and  thus  promoted  this, 
work,  which  is  generally  deemed  highly  impor*- 
tant  for  the  agriculture  and  tr^de  of  South  ^aro* 
Una.     Itsiiotes  circulate  alfo  in  Greorgia. 

Few  planters  poiTefs  apy  confiderable  fortunes, 
excepting  a  Mr.  Bi-igh,  whorefides  in  England, 
and  is  proprietor  of  fome  very  fine  and  valiiable 
plantations  in  South  Carolina.  He  has  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  negroes,  and  raifcs 
yearly  from  three  thquiand  five  hundred  to  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  barrels  of  rice.  They  fed 
yet  the  confequences  of  the  war,  though  in  a  Icfs 
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feafible  dcgrc^  ;  mod  of  them  arc  ftill  inVdlved 
in  debt,  andowe-confiderable  fums  to  merchants, 
either  for  negroes,  (ince  the  time  when  it  was  ft'dl 
lawful  to  iipport  th^m  into  Carolina,  or  for  the 
yearly  fupplies  of  their  plantations  with  provifion, 
for  which  the  harveft  is  intended  as  a  fecurity, 
without  being  at  all  times  applied  to  thp  payment 
of  their  debt.  Speculations  in  the  public  funds 
form  alfo  a  confiderable  branch  of  commerce  to 
thofe  who  jfpeculate  with  judgment  and  prudence. 
The  ftocks  of  the  Union  are,  from  the  fcarcity 
of  money,  always  at  a  lower  price  in  Charlefton 
than  Philadelphia. 

In  1788  the  importation  of  negroes  into  Caro- 
lina from  Africa  was  prohibited.  This  prohibition 
was  occafioned  by  the  debt,  which  the  planters 
had  contraded  ;  and  by  the  neceflity  under  which 
the  legiflature  found  itfelf,  to  fecure  the  paymen^t 
iof  it  by  poftponing  the  inftalments,  and  to  prc- 
vipnt  the  opening  of  a  new  fourcc  of  debt,  before 
the  old  was  difcharged.  The  prohibition  extended 
only  to  1793,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  until 
the  ei>d  of  1 796 ;  it  has  hpweycr  always  met  with 
ftrong  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  planters, 
which  increafes  in  proportion  as  their  eftatr:s  are 
c:leared  of  d[ebt.  Jtexpireson  the  1  ft  of  January, 
1797-  Violent  debates  are  expcdeJ  b  i"  the 
friends  of  the  prohibition  are  likeiy  to  ;  .cvail, 
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pipecially  as  the  demand  of  Carolixia  indigo  faai 
decreaied^  a^d  the  jba^k  cpuntry;  which  produce4 
^  cooiiderable  quantity  of  this  articl|S;  ^d  for  thi$ 
purpQie  ftood  much  in  njee4  of  negroes^,  now  nee^ 
them  lefs  fpr  the  culture  of  Itjd^^n  corn,  wheat, 
j^nd  tpl^gcco,  jvhich  ha$  pretty  generally  bear^  fubr 
ilituted  in  the  ftead  of  indjgo,  As  to  thje  conr 
iequencc?  of  this  prohibition,  it  is  alloiyed,  on  all 
hands,  that  tji^  negrpe^,  who  were  formerly 
treated  with  great  cruelty,  b^ve  fince  e3f:pp|ieuce4 
a  much  milder  treatment.  The  ncgroie^  are  fold 
in  the  rQar|^e^  pf  Ch^rlei^on  like  jbullppks  and 
horfes ;  the  day  of  the  intended  au(%ion  being  prcr 
yiouily  advprtiied  in  the  newfpapers,  Ttjieyarc 
jearppfed  to  fale  on  a  fov%  of  ftage,  turned  about, 
and  pxhibitedj  from  all  lldes,  by  the  commoa 
crycr,  pimt  up  and  adjudged  to  the  higheft  bidder. 
This  ipedacle,  which  is  offered  four  or  five  timci^ 
a  w^pk,  renders  the  fpedlators  callous.  JPppular 
tion,  which  in  well  nianaged  fettlemcnts,  incrcafca 
in  the  proportion  of  iix  per  hundred,  cannot  i^ 
this  ftate  be  averaged  higher  than  at  two  per  cent, 
A  negro,  who  works  well,  cofts  from  three  hunr 
drpd  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  gommoi; 
negro  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a  common  negre^B 
from  one  hundred  tp  one  hundred  ^nji  ^fty  doly 
lars. 

South  parolina  is  divided  by  natvure  into  twp 
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p^tts,  IJppcr  and  Lower  i!2arolina.  Along  th* 
ix>aik,  aod  more  than  one  hundred  jnilcs  weftr 
ivards,  the  country  is  fliit  and  level,  Pere  are 
the  fwamp§,  partly  fornjed  by  tlje  tide,  wbicli  are 
called  tide-Jwatfips ;  and  partly  watered  out  of 
large  referyoir^,  which  being  pt  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  fea  than  the  former,  a^ e  k;;iown  by  the 
name  of  inlatid-Jwarti^s.  Abput  oiie  hundred 
iiiiles  behind  th^m  tlie  country  fwplls  into  hUls, 
and  rifes  in  pfogreffiye  gradation,  liijtil  at  length 
it  terminates  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which 
feparate  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Pcean  frofn  thpfe  whicl)  djfcharge  themfelves 
into  the  Miffiiippi, 

From  this  natural  divifion  of  the  country  arifes 
a  twofold  mode  of  cultivation.  In  the  low  coun- 
try rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  neceflary  corn  for 
the  liibfiftence  of  the  negroes.  The  land,  fituated 
]between  the  fwamps,  which  feem?  landy,  and 
];}ears  nothing  but  pines,  might  be  fown  with 
com,  but  it  remains  uncultivated  from  want  of 
hands. 

The  iflands  along  the  coaft  of  South  Caroling 
and  eyen  fome  trads  of  the  coaft,  were,  until 
thefe  late  years,  entirely  devoted  to  the  culture 
pf  indigo ;  biit  cotton  is  now  cultivated  in  its 
room.  In  the  upper  country,  where  the  cultivar 
^oij  of  cotton  ^Ifo  begins  to  gain  ground,  tobacco 

is 
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is  rajibd,  together  with  Ul  fpecies  of  gigain.  Thft 
moft  opulent  planters  only  rciide  in  the  lower 
country  ;  people  of  lefs  property,  or  of  no  pro 
perty  at  all,  live  in  the  upper  country,  where 
they  endeavour  to  raife  a  fortune  by  clearing  land, 
lA^ich  is  generally  fold  them,  on  credit,  for  one 
or  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  which  they  may  eafily 
fell  again  for  four  or  five  times  as  much,  after  they 
have  cleared  the  groignd,  and  paid  the  purchafe^ 
money  oyit  of  the  produce  of  the  firft  years. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Carolina  is  warjn,  damp, 
unfettled,  and  unhealthy.  The  inhabitants  iuffcr 
ifeverely,  every  autumn,  from  malignant,  bilious 
fevers,  which  cut  off  great  numbers  ;  even  they 
who  are  moft  accuftomed  to  the  clim^ite  cannot 
preferve  thenafelves  from  fomc  fits  of  the  fever, 
In  the  upper  country  the  climate  is  left  warm, 
more  dry,  and,  of  confequence,  more  healthy..  As 
to  the  back  country,  no  meteorological  obferva^ 
tions  can  be  given,  as  the  very  ufe  of  the  thermp^ 
meter  is  there  utterly  unknown.  In  itegard  to  the 
lower  country,  they  are  very  regularly  taken  in 
<3harleflx)n,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place, 
which  was  inllituted  m  1791-  Since  that  time 
the  mercury  fell  but  once  under  twentyrcight 
pf  Fahrenh.  In  the  year  1 752  it  was  ateighteeft 
of  Fahrenh.  By  thefe  obfervatipns  the  highcft 
degree  of  heat  was,  in  1791,  ninety  pf  Fahrenh. 

(twenty- 
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(twenty-five  feycn-mnths  of  Reaum.)  ;  17'93, 
oii^ety- three  of  Fa.hrenh.  (twenty- feven  one- 
amth  of  Reaum.) ;  1 7Q3,  eighty-nine  of  Fah- 
rcnh.  (twenty-five  one-third  of  Reaum.)  ;]  704, 
ninety-one  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-fix  two-ninths 
of  Reaum ^).;  and  1795,.  pinety^two  of  Fahren- 
heit (twenty-fix  two-thirds  of  Reaum.).  In  1 750» 
the  thermometer  fl:oodiat  ninety-fijc  of  Fahrenheit 
(twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumr) ;  1 75 1,  at 
ninety-four  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty^feven  five- 
ninths  of  R^aum.);  and  in4752>  at  one  hundr<sd 
2jnd  one  of  Fahrenheit  (thirty  and  two-thirds  of 
Keajum.) 

The  hjgheft  degree  of  cold,  was,  in  l7Qlt 
twenty-eight  of  Fahrenheit  (one  leven-ninth^ 
wider  nought  of  Reaum.) ;  1 792/  thirty  of  Fah- 
renheit (eight- ninths  under  nought,  of  Rfeaum.)  j 
1 793,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit  (eight-ninths  undex: 
nought  of  Reaum.)  ;  1794,  thirty-four  of  Fahren- 
heit (eight^ninths  above  nought  of  Reaum.)  i 
and  1795,  twenty^fiveof  Fahnenbeit  (thrQcundei; 
nought  of  Reaum.) ;  in  1751,  the  thermometer 
flood  at  twenty-three  of  Fahrenheit  (four  undef 
nought  of  Reaum.) ;  and  in  1753,  at  eighteen 
of  Fahrenheit  (fi;x  two-ninths  under  nought  of 
Reaum.). 

The  temperature  of  fpring-water^  inCharlefton, 
is  fixty-foux  and  half  of  Fahrenheit,  and,  confc? 

qucntly, 
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qUefitly,  twelve  degfees  wantiet  thin  in  Philadef- 
phia.  Rain-water,  kept  in  cifterni,'  is  one  degred 
and  half  Warmer  than  iti  Philadelphia.  Thefe 
obfemtioits  hate  been  communic^ed  to  me  by 
Dr.  Ramsay,  Vice-prefident  of  the  Medical  So-* 
ciety;  and  I  have  been  a^flured^  thait  they  arc 
exa(5l; 

'  The  great  quantity  of  land,  which  has  been 
cfeared  within  thefe  laft  forty-lix  years,  and  is 
n6W  under  cultivation,  cannot  but  have  produced 
fconfiderable  changes  in  the  climate,  yet  no  cer* 
iairi  opinion  can  be  formed  on  thefe  obfervations,* 
which  have  only  been  taken  thefe  laft  five  years 
paft,  prior  to  which  none  toad  been  made  fmce 
1752.  The  fiidden  alterations  in  the  thermo-' 
meter  at  Charlefton  are  very  confiderahle ;  and 
although,  by  the  aflertion  of  the  Medical  Society, 
they  are  lefs  fo  than  formerly,  yet,  by  their 
own  obfervations,  they  ite  fufficiently  important; 
Thus,  for  inftance,  in  1 7^3,  on  the  28th  of  O<fto-^ 
ber,  the  rriercury  fell  from  feventy-tbur  to  thirty- 
feven  of  Fahrenheit  (from  eighteen  two-ninths 
to  two  three-ninths  of  Reaum.) ;  confequeritly 
thirty-ieven  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  one  day<  Itf 
1751,  on  the  ift  of  Decembef,  the  mercury  fell 
from  feventy  to  twenty- four  of  Fahrenheit  (from 
fixteen  two-thirds  above  to  three  five-^nitiths  under 
nought' of  Reauxn.),  or  forty-fix  degrees. 

Winter 
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Winter  is^  in  Charlefton,  the  moft  pleafant  fed-^ 
ion.  At  the  ferereft  froft  the  foil  freezes  fcarcely 
two  inches  deep,  and  the  frdft  continues  not 
three  days.  .  Yet  the  interife  heat  of  the  fiimmer 
renders  the  human  frame  fo  fefifible  to  cold,  that, 
in  Charleftort,  fire  or  fix  months  together,  they 
keep  ;fire  in  the  rooms ;  and  that,  to  the  beft  of 
my  information,  one  femily  ufes  more  wood  in 
that  town,  than  two  families  in  Philadelphia. 

North-wefterly  winds  prevail  in  Charleffofi  irt 
ivinter,  and  fouth- Wefterly  in  fummer ;  for  which  ^ 
feafon,  and  in  order  tp  procure  as  much  frefh  air 
as  pofliblc,  houfes  are  generally  built  fouthwards, 
in  preference  to  all  other  pofitions. 
'  It  rains  much  in  South  Carolina;  at  times 
a.  drought  will  happen;  which  continues  three 
months,  and  tlien  is  followed  by  a  fall  of  rain  for 
three  weeks,  or  a  whole  month.  By  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  Medical  Society,  the  rain,  which 
fell  in  1791,  amounted  to  ninety-fix:  inches,  in 
1702^  to  eighty-eight  inches,  in  1793,  to  one 
htitidred  knd  fourteen  irushes,  in  1794,  to  one 
hundred  arid  eighteen  Inches,  and  in  1795,  to 
ievcnty-onc  inches. 

.    Although  Charlefton  feryes  /as  a  place  of  re- 
&ge  to  the  Gukivatofe  of  rice,  }^et  it  is  'not  free. 
ftom  auturtinarfevers^--  infermittent  and  bilious 
icvers;  the:  epidtitoic  ^Hlempers  ^of  this  country,' 

are 
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are  not  infrequent  iti  this  torwn.  iThe  warmtii 
of  the  blood,  increafed  in  South  Carolina  by  the 
ufe  of  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  engenders  a 
diipoiition  for  inflammatory  diftempers,  which 
manifefts  itfelf  in  fun^mer.  Conliderable  num- 
bers  were  cut  off  by  the  fever  in  1 71>2  and  1794. 
The  yellow  fever,  it  is  aflerted,  raged  with  great 
violence  fix  times  between  the  beginning  and  the 
middle  of  this  century,  but  has  not  made  its  ap- 
pearance fincc  1 748.  Some  phyficians  arc,  how- 
ever, of  opinion,  that  the  fever  of  17Q2  and  17Q4 
had  feveral  fymptoms  in  common  with  the  yellow 
fever.  However  this  may  be,  it  has  at  leaft,  fmce 
the  fever  of  17 93,  in  Philadelphia^  Ihewn  itfelf 
every  where ;  and  it  is  a  circumftancc  peculiarly 
remarkable,  that  the  malignant  difeafes,  which 
carried  off  fuch  great  numbers  in  Nevv  York  and 
Philadelphia,  fpared  foreigners,  and  eipccially 
Frenchmen,  in  thofe  places ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  Charlefton,  they  frequently,  fell  yidims 
of  thefc  cruel  maladies.  Upon  tl^e  whole>  how- 
ever, Charlefton  is  fuppofed  to  be  far  raort 
healthy  than  any  other  place ;  and  its  falufarity  i» 
likely  to  increafe,  according  to  refeaarcbes  and  ob- 
fervations  made  by  the  phyiiciai^, 

The  police  of  Charlefton  is  extremely  deficient 
in  thofe  meafurea,  ysflnch  fhould  i¥>t  be.  wanting 
in  any  populow  town,  fituatedjjai .  ib  hot  a  .dir 

mate. 
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nmtse.  CkanHi^s  in  1j^  ftreets^  as  well  as  houies^ 
is  greatly  neglcAed.  Offenfivc  fmells  aievery 
feeqient;  fcveral  burying-grounds  arein-the  midft 
of  the  town,  and  carcales  are  frequently  fuffercd 
to  lie  iminterred. .  A  bird,  which  in  point  of 
plumage  and  ihape  is  much  like  a  turkey,  and  is 
known  in  the  country  uudcr  the  name  of  turiey 
buzzard,  foon  devours  the  carcafc,  and  merely 
leaves  the  bones ;  but  the  voracity  of  this  bird 
cannot  cxcufe  the  indoloice  of  the  police.  It  is 
very  common  all  over  South  Carolina,  and,  in 
£;xme  meaftire,  worlhipped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
tike  town.  No  law,  it  is  true,  has  been  enabled, 
which  prohibits  to  kill  this  bird,  but  the  public 
opinion,  neverthelels,  carefldly  attends  to  its  pre- 
ierv^tion.  ^ 

iMeaiure3  tending  to  avert  or  indemnify  loiies 
by  fire  are  equally  neglected.  Three-fourdis  of 
the  buildings  are  conftruifled  of  wood;  and  the 
ibw  which  are  built  of  Aone,  are  roofed  with 
ibingles^  though  numerous  tile-kilns  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  to wn.  It  would  be  extremely  eafy, 
and,  at  the  iame  time,  highly  prudent,  to  intro- 
duce a  fafer  mode  of  building,  at  lealft  in  re^rd 
to  jfiich  houfes  as  are  either  new  built  or  tho- 
roughly repaired.  Fr6m  the  ca«iftrudtion,  .which 
has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the  heedlelTnefs  of  the 
^negroes  (whofe  niunber  amounts  to  ^irteen  ot 
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fourteen  thoufand)  conflagrations  arc  very  Jrc*' 
quent  in  this  town.  During  the  tiiiie  of  my  rcfi* 
dencc,  feventy-feven  houfes,  forming  a  whok 
{quarc,  encircled  by  four  ftreets,  were  burnt  dowit 
to  the  ground,  without  one  fingle  building  having* 
been  iaved.  Shortly  after  my  departure  another 
fire  broke  out,  which  was  ftill  more  dreadfid^ 
The  regulations,  relative  to  the  extinguifliing  fires^ 
are  as  bad  as  the  meafurcs  to  prevent  it.  Every 
one  hafteris  to  the  fire  as  a  looker-on.  There  are 
aone  who  command,  and  none  who  obey,  either 
at  the  fire-engines,  which  are  not  only  few  iir 
number,  but  alfo  in  a  very  bad  conditibn,  or  at 
the  demolition  of  buildings,  by  which  a  fire 
might  be  prevented  from  Ipreading  farther.  The 
negroes  alone  are  employed  to  extinguilh  the  fire, 
with  the  addition  of  few  whites.  They  work  with 
zeal  and  Ipirit,  but  without  much  ufe,  from  want 
of  a  proper  direftion.  What  a  contrail  between 
this  confufion,  and  the  regular  a<5li vity  obferved-in 
fuch  ciafes  in  the  northern  ftates,  where  every  in- 
habitant is  member  of  a  fociety,  formed  for  this 
benevolent  purpofe,  and  hallens  to  the  fire  with 
two  leather  buckets,  which  are  to  be  kept  by  every 
houfe.  The  fire-engines  are  attended  by  men,  who 
underftand  the  bufinefs,  and  w^ork  them  with  the 
xttmoA  zeal  and  judgpient.  The  leather  buckets 
■with  water  pafs  without  interruption  from  hand 
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to  haijd^  along  a  row. of  men,  drawn  up  from  thQ. 
houfe  on  fire  to  the  engine. ,  *  * 

So,  far  from  any  -free-fchools  exifting  in  the 
townfhipa.ofSputh  Carolina,  as  in  New  England,- 
there  are  not  even  fchoois  where  children  can  re-, 
cci ve  inftruiSlion  for  money.  In  hopes  of  earning 
a  comfortable  livelihood,  inftru6lors  now  and  then 
eftabliih  thcmfelve?  in  the  moft  populous  towns 
and  villages.  Two  or  three  fchools,  where  the  in-, 
ftruftion  is  extended  beyond  reading  and  writing, 
have  b?en  inftituted  in  Sop th  Carolina ;  three  col-) 
kges  have  alfo  been  formed  by  the  Icgiflaturje, 
within  thefc  lafl:  three. years  in  Charlefton,  Co- 
lumbia, and  Beaufort,  where  education  Is  to  be 
finiihed.  The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  for- 
merly  fent  their  children  either  to  the  colleges  in 
the  northern  ftates,  or  to  England ;  but  now  they, 
begin  to  difcern^  how  pernicious  it  is,  to  fend  chil- 
dren to  fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  parents,  at 
an  age  when  they  have  fo  much  need  of  their  care 
.  and  advice,  and  to  expatriate  them  during  a  period,, 
in  which  all  their  habits,  fentiments,  and  feelings 
are  formed>  and  when  they  frequently  adopt  prin-» 
ciples  and  manners,  altogether  different  from  thofe 
of  the  country,  in  which  they  are  to  refide  for  life, 
nay  fometimes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  their  native  land.  It  is  on  thefe  grounds 
that  the  legiflature  has  refolved  to  inftitute  three 

E  e  2  «olleges^ 


S6]l<tgti,  which,  hbWcvcr,  arc  not  yet  finiflici 
That  of  Charlefton,  which  begins  to  cxercife  its 
fiiridfions,  is  not  compkted.  From  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  m'afters,  the  fcholars  are  hurried  through 
the  courfe  of  their  ftudies,  fo  thata  yoUA,  fciarccl/ 
fifteen  y^ars  old,  h4s  gone  through  all  the  cldfes* 
fife  has  thus  finifhcd  his  fhidics  at  a  time,  when 
he  ihouW  fpend  thirec  or  four  years  more  to  com- 
j^letc  thcto,  and  cngagcis  in  the  bufinefs  of  life,  un- 
furniflied  with  any  means  of  defence  agaSnft  the 
depravation  of  morals,  with  which  he  is  tlircat- 
ehcd  in  South  Carojink.  Thefe  inconveniencies 
tCiky  perhaps  be  redreflcd  ;  but  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  in  South  Carolina  to  provide  means  of 
inftruftidh  for  the  mtdtftttde,  nor  are  the  inhabi- 
tante  f^mihgly  aware  of  the  neceflity  of  provid- 
ing them. 

No  rhanufa6lory  has  hitherto  been  cflablifhed 
ra  South  CaroKna,  excepting  a  few  corn-mills  hi 
the  bade  country,  which  hkve  been  conftruftcd  on 
priiiciples  {o  very  indifferent,  that  they  cannot  fui*- 
tiifli  any  flour  for  exportation,  but  merely  grind 
fufficient  corn  for  the  cohfumption  of  fome  fami- 
lies in  the  lower  country.  The  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Charlefton,  as  Well  as  rich  fafmers,  ufe 
only  the  flour  of  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore.  A 
j!nill,  built  near  Camden,  one  himdred  and  twenty 
ihilcs  from   Charlefton,    after  that  crefted  at 
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Jkan^ywinp,  begins  at  prefcnt  tp  fyjpiih  gopd 
flour. 

*  *       »  • 

In  dificrent  places  of  this  ftate  tile-kilns  have . 
been  ere<Jled,  which  yield  their  proprietors  a  cpn- 

-  '  '  '  ♦ 

£derfibl€  profit.     The  tiles  cofl  eleven  dollars  s^ 

tho^fand.  *^ 

•  •  • 

Although  Carolina  is  furniihed  with  live  Qak, 
cedar,  ^ypfcfs,  and  pine,  in  fliort  with  the  bed 
limber  in  the  mtmoft  abundance,  yet  not  ten  Ihips 
are  built  in  the  couric  of  a  year,  and  thefe  only 
by  workmen  of  the  northcni  ftates,  a3  induftry 
lies  yet  dormant  in  Carolina,  and  the  merchants 
find  it  more  profitable  tp  purchafe  their  ihips  in 
the  north,  or  to  get  them  built  there  of  timber, 
fent  thither  from  Carolina.  ,  ' 

The  price  of  ihips,  cpniplptely  fitted  out  and 
ycady  for  fea,  is  at  prefent  icventy-feven  dollars  n 
ton.  In  Beaufort  or  Georgetown  they  are  about 
feven  or  eight  dollars  cheaper:  and  in  time  of 
peace  they  cpft  in  general  a  third  or  fourth  Ic^ 
than  in  time,  of  war.  Iron  and  great  quantities  of 
hemp  are  drawn  from  Sweden  and  Ruflia,  though 
the  latter  article  is  already  cultivated  in  tolerable 
<iuantitie3  in  the  back  country.  Their  Ikil-cloth 
comes  from  Bofton  or  England. 

A  fliip,  conftru(?ted  of  Carolirta  timber,  is  exr 
trcmcly  durable,  if  it  be  repaired  in  tiqae ;  thp 
price  of  oak  timber  is  thirty rtwo  c^nt^  of  a  dol- 

Ee3  lar 
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lar  tKe  cubic  foot ;  oak  planks,  fix  feet  in  lengthy 
half  a  dollar ;  fir  timber,  four  dollars  the  hundred 
cubic  feet ;  "mafts,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches 
diameter,  and  from  fixty  to  feyenty  feet  in  length, 
from  forty-four  to  forty-eight  dollars.  You  fel- 
dom  meet  with  any  of  a  large  fize.  The  fouthem 
pine>  from  its  great  weight;,  can  be  ufed  only  for 
lower  rriafts.  Cyprefs  planks  cofl  two  dollars  and 
half;  fir,  two  dollars.  Carpenters'  wages  arc,  for 
white  people,  t^wo  dollars  and  half,  and  for  negroes 
one  dollar  and  half  a  day. 

The  market  of  Charlefton  is,  generally  fpeak- 
.  ing,  but  very  indifferently  fupplicd  with  provi- 
fions.  Butchers'  meat  is  in  general  very  bad  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  feed  of  the 
cattle,  which  are  turned  into  the  woods  to  graze. 
In  -winter,  the  bullocks,  w^hich  are  deftined  for  the 
market,  are  fed  with  the  ftraw  of  Indian-corn. 

»  ■  •     ■  ,  • 

This  beef  is  fomewhat  better ;  but  not  fo  good 
as  in  the  north.  Since  a  great  many  faniilies  have 
migrated  hither  from  the  French  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  whd  fubfift  upon  gardening,  good  culinary 
'plants  and  roots  are  more  frequent  than  formerly. 
*  The  price  of  beef  is  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  the 
pound,  muttpn  and  veal  one-fourth  of  a  dollar, 
flour  frotn  the  north  twenty  dollars  a  barrel,  and 
Carohna  flour  fifteen  dollars.  Salt  is  imported 
Trom  Turk  s  Iflands,  Portugal,  or  England,  and 
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•cofts  one  dollar  a  bufliel ;  fire-wood,  without  any 
idiftiniftion,  is  five  dollars  the  cord.  Houfc-rent 
amounts,  upon  an  avefage,  ,to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  there  are  houfes  for  which  thirteen  hundred 
dollars  a  year  arc  paid. 

»  The  abovemcntioned  Medical  Society  is  the 
only  feientific  inilitution  in  South  Catolina.  It 
^was  eftablifhed  five  years  ago.  Several  members 
ieem  anxioufly  defirous  of  rendering  it  ufeful. 
But  indolence  and  ina<3:ivity  prevail  in  this  coun-* 
try  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  is  reafon  to  doubt 
the  extent  of  their  exertions,  until  the  j-efults  fliall . 
•^ow,  that  it  was  fufficient  to  produce  any  bene- 
ficial cfFofts.  Thi«  indolence  in  regard  to  fcicnce 
is  a  mattef  of  fevcre  reproach  againfl:  all  the  ftates 
of  the  Uriion.  But  on  confidering  their  ftnall 
•popxilation,  and  the  profitable  employment  in 
^•which  the  major  part  of  thofe  inhabitants  are  en^ 
gaged,  who  pofi^efs  the  largeft  ftiare  of  knowledge 
and  information,  we  Ihall  find  little  reafon  to 
\vonder,  that  the  feiences  make  fo  flow  a  pro-i- 
grefs  in  this  infant  country.  But  a  circumftance., 
well  qualified  to  excite  aftonlfliment,  is  this,  that 
the  dififerent  literary  focieties,  w  hich  under  a  va- 
riety of  names  have  been  formed  in  the  .United 
States,  have  not  yet  adopted  any  means  for  diffu«^ 
iing  the  knowledge  of  ufcful  machines,  of  agri- 
cultural improvements,  &c.  as  for  this  purpofc  it 
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•would  be  iufficicnt  to  tranllate  certain  articles  of 
.European  books  or  journals.  Again,  it  is  a  nmt* 
ter  of  Airprife,  that  thefe  focieties  ihould  not  cor* 
.rcipond,  and  communicate  to  each  other  their  ob- 
fcrvations  on  epidemic  difeafes,  on  the  mo&,  pror 
per  treatment  of  them,  fanftioned  by  experience^ 
on  the  beft  preventatives,  and  many  other  ful^e^Sb 
of  great  national  importance,  which  might  fo 
eafily  be  done  in  the  United  States*  Thefe  ibcic- 
ties  are  alone  able  to  effeft  this  ufeful  purpofe; 
and  were  they  compofed  of  members  as  deeply 
learned  as  thofe  of  the  Royal  Society  in  Londoii, 
and  of  the  Academy  of  Paris,  this  profi>und  eru- 
dition would  prove  perfeftly  ufelefs  for  a  confidcr- 
^ble  length  of  time ;  that  is,  as  long  as  America 
Ihall  only  ftand  in  need  of  that  plain  and  fimplc 
inftruiftion,  which  is  fo  indifpenfably  neceflary  to 
the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  the  prefervatiop 
of  the  inhabitants, 

,  PhyficaJ  and  meteorological  obfervations,  care- 
fully taken  in  all  the  United  States,  coijd  eafily 
procure  information  of  a  certain  defcription, 
namely,  fuch  as  concerns  the  influence  of  the 
fudden  clearing  of  wood-lands  on  the  tempera* 
turc,  falubrity,  and  unfettlednefs  of  the  weathar, 
and  on  the  change  of  the  wind,  which  is  fo  cfTcn* 
daily  important  for  the  fcienccs  and  the  iatcrcib 
of  humanity. 

A  libraiy 
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A  libmiy  has  been  iferimed  in  Cbarlefton,  and 
is  fupported  by  the  voluntaiy  CQatributions  of  a 
gf^t  niimbcr  (rf  th?  inhabitants.  It  was  burnt 
do\yn  tQ  the  ground  at  the  time,  when  th^  Eng- 
liih  were  in  poffeifion  of  the  town,  and  ,ha3  fince 
beea  confumed  again  by  fire.  This  library,  which 
is  not  yet  very  large,  cpnfiib  of  well-chofen  boolus, 
smd  is  yearly  encrcaied  by  purchafe  as  well  as  do- 
nations* Although  the  fubfcribers,  by  the  iiib- 
iifting  regulations,  enjoy  but  a  very  limited  right 
of  making  ufe  of  the  books,  yet  they,  who  wifh 
it,  can  eafiiy  obtain  them.  The  rooms  of  the  li- 
brary contain  fome  very  good  prints,  and  curious 
machines.  You  alio  find  there  bones  of  an  extra- 
ordinary fizc,  whiqh  were  found  on  digging  put 
the  canal  of  Santee.  They  confift  chiefly  in  bones 
and  jaws,  much  of  the  fame  fize  and  Ihape,  as 
thofe  which  are  found  in  feveral  parts  of  Am^s- 
rica,  fueh  as  Kentucky,  the  bank§  of  the  Ohio 
and  Miflburi,  and  the  north-weftern  territory; 
they  are,  it  is  fuppofed,  bones  of  the  mammoth, 
an  animal  which  feems  fabiilous  to  the  learned, 
iinee  none  of  that  fpecies  have  hitherto  been 
£bund  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  In  the  opinion 
of  fbme  they  are  elephants'  bones,  and  their  exr 
iftence  in  America  is  explained  acconling  to  Buf?- 
ions  fyftem.  But  many  of  thcfe  bones  excee^i 
in  fize  thofe  of  elephants.  Shin-bones  haye  beeii 

found 
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found  often  inches  in  diameter,  and  teeth  up^ 
wards  of  two  feet  in  length.  ^  Lhave  feen  one,  to 
which  the  lower  part  of  the  jaw  was  yet  jome4; 
^nd  which  weighed  upwards  of  fifty  .pounds. 

Charlcfton  is  full  of  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, and  of  commanders  of  privateers.  Some 
of  the  former  have  brought  moncJy  with  them ; 
at  leafl  they  have  not  ^11  fpent  their  fortunes ;  and 
matiy  earn  a  livelihood  by  letting  negroes,  whom 
they  brought  from  St.  pomingo.  The  French 
planters  and  commanders  of  privateers  differ 
widely  in  their  political  opinions ;  but  the  love  of 
gaming  reconciles  them  all,  and  in  the  French 
•gaming -houfes,  which  are  very  numerous  in 
Charleftori,  Ariftocrats  and  Sans-culottes  mix  in 
friendly  intercourfe,  and  indifcriminately  fur- 
round  the*  tables.  It  is  afferted,  that  they  play 
very  high. 

The  principles  of  the  French  demagogues  pre^- 
dominated  long  in  Charlefton.  For  feveral  ycdxs 
a  Jacobin  club  exifted  in  this  town!  of  which 
Mr.  Harper,  at  prefent  a  violent  Federalift,  was 
member.  The  French  conful  Ma'ngoury,  pre- 
deceflbr  of  the  prefent  coniul,  was  a  conftant 
member  of  this  club.  But,  although  he  was  con* 
ful  and  agent  of  the  French  nation,  and  prefidcnt 
of  the  club,  yet  he  was  denounced  by  a  common 
fcaman  on  account  of  his  uncivic  condu<ft,  and 

wa& 
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was  obliged  to  fiibmit  to^  the  humiliation  of 
hearing  his  exclufion  propofed  by  the  daring  fea- 
man,  which  motion,  however,  fell  to  the  ground, 
through  the  eloquence  of  a  barber.  At  the  altera- 
tion of  the  French  conftitution  this  club  fliared 
^  the  fate  of  all  other  Jacobin  meetings ; .  at  the 
time  of  its  diflblution  it  conlifted  entirely  of 
Frenchmen,  all  .the  Americans  having  withdrawn 
prior  to  that  event. 

Among  the  eftiigrants  from  St.  Domingo  Dr. 
PoLONT  holds  a  diftinguilhed  rank.  He  pofleffe^ 
'an  uncommon  ftock  of  profound  learning,  arid  is 
member  of  feveral  literary  focieties  in  Europe. 
Repeated  travels  in  the  northern  and  ibuthern 
ftates,  and  his  extenfive  information,  enabled  him 

w 

tqicommunicate  to  the*Aciademy  of  Paris  a  great 
variety  of  ufeful  obfervations.  As  naturalift  and 
chemift,  he  was  peculiarly  efteemed  by  Count 
IBiiffon.  He  has  a  complete  work  on  St.  Do- 
Hiingo  ready  for  the  prefs ;  the  little  I  have  read 

*  »  *      * 

of  it,  appeared  to  me  replete  with  found  argu- 
ment and  luminous  philofophical  difcuffion.  In 
regard  to  what  he  lays  on  the  diftempers  incident 
to  hot  countries,  I  am  no  competent  judge;  but  it 
feems  to  contain  a  great  variety  of  profound  re- 

fearches,  and  keen,  elaborate  obfervations. 

'-  -         .  ' 

1  met  in  Charlefton  with  a  fchool-fellow  of 
piine,  Mr.  de  la  Chapelle,  a  man  of  uncom- 

mon 
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mom  worth,  wd  pf  tb^  riphloQ:  aftd  moft  gene* 
xoTis  mind.  He  hfts  ^vcd  v^o  more  than  fiftccx^ 
hundred  Lows  d'or ;  and  yet  from  his  frugal  mo<b 
of  life  he  is  able  to  do  much  good  to  others,  hj 
whom  howevef  his  kindi^pfe  is  frccjue^^tly  .abufcd* 

GOOSE  CREEK. 

During  my  residence  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
winter  of  1 795, 1  promifed  Mr.  Isard  to  pay  him 
a  Vifit  at  his  country- feat,  if  I  ihould  ever  CQific  to 
South  Carolina.  He  was  member  of  the  Con* 
grels  at  the  time*  w^cn  the  conftitution  was 
franjed.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  revolution, 
when  he  entered  on  his  political  career^  he  ha3 
conftantly  performed  his  fui^<Elions  with  that  ho- 
nefty,  zeal,  and  diiiintereftcdnefs,  which  form  the 
confpicuous  features  of  his  chara<Ser.  His  private 
concerns,  which  had  fe  merely  fuffered  from  the 
dev^ftations  of  the  ,EngUfh,  were  ftill  more  dc* 
ranged  by  his  long  abfence,  and  his  family  is  very 
nuxntergus.  From  thefe  motives,  as  well  as  frojh 
Jiis  love  of  a  retired  life,  he  refigncd  his  Ihare  in 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  from  which 
neither  honour  nor  profit  can  be  derived  in  this 
country.  He  fettjed  accordingly  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  intends  to  fpend  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  partly  in  the  country  and  partly  in  town, 
Surrounded  by  a  numerous  fapiily,  by  whom  he  i$ 

•  evidently 
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iiSvidently  loved  ana  relpe<9:ed.  He  is  a  lincere  anA 
2cal6us  |iartifan  of  the  federalift  fyftem,  which  is 
far  from  being  poptilar  in  South  Carolina,  But 
they  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jed:,  at  the  fame  time  do  juftice  to  his  chara<5er ; 
and  having  travelled  much  in  Europe,  the  infor- 
mation he  poffefles  is  of  a  more  pleafing  caft,  than 
is  generally  acquired  by  Americans.  His  lady, 
who  is  univerfally  rcfpefted  in  the  country,  poi"* 
feffes  a  cultivated  mind ;  flie  is  amiable  and  politfet 
and  has  paflfed  fortae  years  in  Europe  with  feveral 
of  her  children. 

Hie  eftate  of  Mr.  Ifard  confifts  almoft  entirely 
o^f  rice-fwamps ;  he  owns  three  ox  four  plantk- 
tions,  very  conveniently  fituated  for  that  purpofe, 
and  by  all  accounts  Well* managed ;  his  Haves 
amount  to  five  hiindred.  His  manfion  is,  pro- 
perly Ipeaking,  only  a  country-houfe,  built  by  his 
great  grandfather.  Who  arrived  from  England  at 
the  time,  when  the  firft  fettleMen||s  were  foi*med 
in  this  cchmtry.  It  is  very  feldom  that  eftates 
continue  hcfre  fo  long  in  the  Ikme  family,  as  from 
a  natural  propenfity  to  change,  the  barter  of  eftates 
is  doihmoh  among  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina. 

This  fettlement,  which  Mr.  Ifard  has  named 
Elmts,  from  a  firle  plantation  of  elm  trees,  which 
he  planted  himfdlf,  c6htaitfs» about  fourteen  hun- 
dred aeres.     He  'cultivates  6hly  three  hundred:, 

and 
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and  keeps  on  this  eftate  from  twenty-fivc.to  tbir^ 
negroes.  Indian-corH,  barley,  and  potatoes,  are 
its  ufual  producer  A  fwanip  of  about  one  hun* 
dred  acres  is  well  iituated  for  the  culture  of  rice, 
and  is  already  in  part  applied  to  it  j  he  is  now 
jbufied  in  felling  the  remaining  trees,  to  devote  it 
entirely  to  this  purpofc* 

I  have  i^(^n  here  the  commencement  of  the 
frocefs  of  clearing.  The  part,  deftined  for  the 
culture  of  rice,  is  furrounded  with  a  wide  ditch ; 
the  earth,  dug  out  of  the  ditch,  ferves  to  raife  a 
dike,  which  on  one  fide  has  one  or  two  openings, 
ihut  up  by  locksi  to  let  the  water  on  the  rice 

field,  fome  being  conftantly  kept  in  a  refervoir 

» 

on  more  elevated  ground  for  this  purpofe.  Were 
it  not  for  this  dike  the  water  would  inundate  thq 
fwamps  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  fwecp 
away  the  rice,  which  has  juft  fprouted.  When 
the  ditcK  and  dike  are  finifhed,  the  trees  are  cut 
down,  but  ftumps  are  left  in  the  ground  a^ 
high  as  in  the'  northern  fettlements.  The  frpall 
branches  are  burnt,  the  foil  is  fomewhat  loofened, 
and  the  rice  planted  amidft  thefe  large  trunks  of 
trees,  which  are  not  burnt  or  cut  into  fire- wood 
till  fome  years  afterwards.  Mr.  Ifard  has  affurcd 
me,  that  th.e  produce  of  the  firft  and  fccond  year, 
notwithftanding  the  trunks  of  trees  thus  partly 
covering  th6  foil,  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other 

ground, 
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ground,  ho  pfert  6£  which  has  been  loft/  This  1 ' 
,  the:  method  of  clearing  the  ground,  unive;rlally 
obferv.ed  in  America.  The  produce  of  thecul-. 
ture  of  rice',  as  variable  as  that  of  any  other  branch 
o£:agriculture>  fliiduates  between  two  and  four 
barrels  per  acre;  Mr.  Ifard  obtains  three;  th& 
barrel  weighs  fix  hundred  ^nd  twenty-five  pounds. 
Mn  Ifard's  land  yifelds  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
biifliels  of  Indian  corn,  and  one  hundred  buihels 
of  potatoes  an  acre.  A  negro  cultivates  five  acres 
of  rice-field,  and  three  or  four  oi provtfion,  as  they 
are  called,  that  is,  Indian-corn  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  Ifard  is  a  zealous  advocate  for  llavery ;  from  . 
all  the  accounts,  he  has  been  able  to  colled:,  it  is 
his  firm  belief,  that  a  free  negro  is  more  indolent 
and  vicious,  than  a  negro  flave.  But  ha  makes 
not  any  ill  ufe  of  the  unlimited  authority,  which 
by  the  laws  of  South  Cajrolina  the  planters  enjoy 
'  over  their  flaves.  The  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition 
is  obfervable  in  his  condu<5l  towards  his  negroes, 
as  in  fa<ft  it  is  in  every  adlipn  of  his  life,  unlefs 
the  vivacity  of  his  temper  is  wrought  up  by  his 
peculiar  opinions,  efpe.cially  on  political  fubjecSts. 
. .  Mrs.  Ifard  has  made  fe veral  experiments  of  rear- 
ing'filk- worms,  which  thefe  laft  two  years  have 
proved  uncommonly  fuccelsful.  Whether  in  this 
country,  which  is  fo  well  qualified  for  this  fpecies 
of  culturCi  any  more  attempts  of  that  nature  have 

been 


been  ma<3e,  I  know  iiot^  but  Mrt.  Ifard  Tkts  m» 
duced  to  engage  in  them,  from  an  earnefi:  defire 
of  promoting  the  profperity  of  the  cbimtry. 

Goofe  Creek  k  the  name  of  the  pariih  in  whicb 
Mr.  Ifard's  eftate  is  fituated.  ft  contains  about 
^ee  hundred  fquare  miles,  w^  feveral  years 
without  a  pallor,  and  has  but  vcty  lately  obtained 
one.  As  the  pay  of  the  clergy  is  raifed  by  iiib* 
fcription,  fuch  planters  only  contribute  toward 
their  fubfiftence,  as  rcfide  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
church.  Devotion  is  not  a  prevailing  fafhion  in 
this  country.  The  prefent  certain  income  of  liic 
pallor  of  this  pariih  exceeds  not  fix  hundred  and 
forty-three  dollars  per  annum.  One  Sunday, 
which  I  Iperit  with  Mr.  Ifard,  I  went  with  him 
to  church,  where  I  found  fifteen  white  people 
and  about  thirty  negroes  and  negrelTes,  who  oc- 
cupied the  ailles ;  for  in  the  Ibuthem  ftates  'the 
negroes  are  not  fufiered  to  mix  with  whites. 

The  road  from  Charlefton  to  Elms  runs  through 
Dorchefter ;  it  is  fandy  like  all  the  other  roads  in 
South  Carolina."  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  the 
fand  has  lels  compaftnefs,  and,  of  confequencej 
fatigues  both  men  and  horles-  mote,  than  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  town,  on  accdimt  of  Aft 
great  number  of  waggons,  which,  as  the  pbrafc 
here  is,  plough  the  country.  For  the  firft  three  or 
four  miles  tjie  houfcs  Hand  pretty  clofc  together, 

but 
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but  fallgher  on  you  find  only  icattered  plantations, 

» 

the  buildings  belonging  to  which  feldom  ftand 
near  the  J"oad*  The  Only  inn  on  this  road,  which 
is  feventeen  miles  in  length>  lies  ten  miles  from 
the  town.  In  the  courfe  of  the  lafl:  war  the  Eng- 
lilh  had,  during  their  refidence  in  Charlefton, 
either  from  motives  of  military  precaution,  want 
of  fire^wood,  or  iuft  of  deraffation,  cut  down 
every  tree  within  ten  -miles  of  the  town.  Ve- 
getation is  fb  very  powerful  in  this  country,  that 
^11  thefe  trees  are  not  only  grown  up  again,  but 
have  ailb  attained  a  coniiderable  lize.  The  lux- 
uriance  of  the  woods  ftands  unrivalled  ;  there  arc 
eighteen  different  fpecies  of  oak,  particularly  the 
live-oak,  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree,  cucumber- 
tree,  deciduous  cyprefs,  iiquidambar,  hickory,  &c# 
Jn  fhort,  ail  the  fpecies  of  trees,  which  are  fo  ex-^ 
•cefSvely  dear  in  Europe,  ten  of  which  arebbught 
to  fave  one,  for  which  both  fituation  and  foil  arc 
carefully  fele<Sed,  and  which  yet  never  attain  any 
confiderable  height,  are  here  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  the  country,  and  thrive  mofl  excellently. 
Equally  flriking  to  Europeans  is  the  pleafing  lux- 
uriance of  Ihru^s,  plants,  and  various  fpecies  of 
grafs,  which  difFufe  mofl.of  them  an  exquifite 
fragrance.  My  firfl  rambles  through  thefe  woods 
afforded  me,  therefore,  an  uncommon  pleafiire.  - 
'  Some  parts  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  fend 
.   .VoL.ir.  Ff  is 
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is  Id&  fertile,  bear  no  other  trees  than  pil(jp,  and 
for  thia  reafbn  are  called p'me^harrens.  But  €vci> 
on  thefe  lands  grows  a  fpccies  of  gra^,  wl»ch^ 
jthough  inferior  to  that  produced  on  a  good  foil, 
fcrves  both  winter  and  fummcr  for  the  feed  <^ 
horfes,  bullocks^  and  caws,  which  graze  itt  the 
m^oods.     This  grafe  is  called  erab-grafs. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  #oad  lies  a  gardea^ 
^Rrhere  a  French  botanift,  who-  is  paid  by  the 
"Freiich  government,  raife^  the  trees  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  feed  as"  well  as  layers,  and  iends  thcia 
4:o  Mr,  Thoipin  at  Paris,  with  whom  he  mait^ 
rtains  a  Titerary  correipandence.  The  nameofthis' 
feotanifLis  MiGH  A.iLi> ;.  he  has  refided  ia  America 
-thefe  fifteen  years,  and  traveried  every  part  of  the 
.country,  to'  enrich  France  with  the  fineft  produc- 
•  tions  of  the  United  States.     He  was  juft  returned 
irom  tlie  ilEnois  with  a  rich  collo<ftion;  of  beauti- 
'ful  plants  and  herbsv    He  peculiarly  extob  the 
^v^etation  in  the  Teneffice,  where  he  has  difeo- 
-Tcred  a  tree^  from?,  the  root  of  which  a:  bcautifiil 
,pale  yellow  colour  \^  cxtraftcdi     He.  claiFcs  it 
-among  the  fophoras^  but  has   not  feen  it  ia 
bloflbm,  and  confequently  judges  only  from  the 
^growth,  leaves  and'feed.     He  has  gi-ven  thclattcr 
•to  General  Blount,  who  has  ofiered  to  return 4iim 
the  plants.     During  his  abfence  two  negroes  took 
'€aire  of  his  garden,  and  kept  it  vciy  deaa  of  weeds. 

Thi& 
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^hi$  ^rden  anfwers  extremely  well  the  views  of 
Mr.  Thouin,  to  domefticatf  in  France  the  great- 
eft  poffible  number  of  the  prpduftions  of  all  counr 
Jtries,  for  which  purpofe  he  has  formed^  nurferies 
in  the  French  dominions,  under  different  degrees 
of  latitude,  to  accuftom  exotic  plants  to  the  French 
rlimate  by  infeniible  degrees.  Mr.  Thouin  is,  in 
toy  opinion,  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments  of 
France. 

The  d^y  I  returned  from  Mr.  liard,  my  very 
•obliging  friend,  Mr.  Pringle,  propofed  to  me  * 
trip  jto  the  banks  of  the  river  Alhlcy.  I  availed 
♦tnyfelf  with  much  fatisfaclion  of  this  opportunity, 
.to  enlarge  my  acquaintance  with  the  interior,  and 

« 

to  view  the  country- feats,  in  thofe  parts  which 
.enjoy  the  greateft  celebrity, 

^Charlefton  being  feated  on  an  ifthppius  formed 

fby^tvvo  rivers,  under  an  angle  which  is  very  acute, 

.*the  rqad  is  for  the  firft  feven  miles  exa<ftly   the 

:i^€,  whether  you  intend  to  proceed  to  Georgia, 

North  X^rojina,  or  any  point  of  South*  Carolina. 

We  made  our  firft  ftop  at  a  frnali  plantation,  but 

-T-ery  lately  purchafed  by  Dr.  Baron,  a  Scotch- 

.m^n,  ,a^  phyfician  of  great  celebrity  in  Charlef- 

ton,  where,  it  is  afferted,  he  makes  thirteen  thpur 

iand  dollars  a  year.     He  is  a  man'  of  extenfive 

^  le^iiiing,  and  an  excellent  companion.  This  finall 

:|)l>intatiQn,' named  Jitt<?raflb>  ponfifts  of  four  huij- 

F  f  2  dred 
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dttd  acres,  and  coil:  him  four  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred  and  eighty  dollars ;  it  is  fituated  ori  a  fmall 
\  eminence  near  the  river.     The  lite  for  the  houfc, 

for  none  has  hitherto  been  built,  is  t;he  moft  plea- 
fant  fpot  which  could  be  chofen  in  this  flat,  level 
country,  where  the  tedious  famenefs  of  the  woods 
is  fcarcely  variegated  by  fbme  houfes,  thinly  fcat- 
tered,  and- where  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  meet  with 
a  pleafant  landfcape.  His  garden  is  feparated  from 
the  river  by  a  morafs,  nearly  drained ;  the  whole 
extent  of  the  northern  bank  6f  the  river  is  nearlj 
of  the  lame  defcription.  Dr.  Baron  intends  to 
purchafe  this  intervening  Ipace,  and  to  convert  it 
into  meadow-ground.  This  alteration  will  im- 
prove the  prolpedl,  without  rendering  it  a  charm- 
ing villa* 

Hence  we  crolTed  the  river,  and  Hopped  at  a^ 

plantation,*  lately  pUrchafed  by  Mr.  Pringle,  the 

former  name  of  which  was  Greenville,  but  which 

he  has  named  Sufan's  Place,  in  honour  of  his 

lovely  wife.    This  plantation  is  likewife  without 

a  houfe,  that  of  the  former  occupier  havibg  been 

conliimed  by  fire ;  on  the  foundation  of  this  buikt- 

ing,  which  remains  unhurt,  the  new  manlion  is 

to  be  erefted,  which  will  be  liniOiedl  this  fummer. 

The  plantation,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred 

acres,  has  coft  him  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 

"  eighty-five  dollars.     The  fituation  is  much  the 

^    -  '  •fame 
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feme  as  that  of  Fit^eraffo,  except  that  the  mo- 
taffcs,  covered  with  reeds,  lie  on  the  other  fide. 
The  river  flows  ctofe  to  the  garden,  and  the  ftiips, 
which  continually  fail  up  and  doWn  the  river, 
may  anchor  here  with  great  convenience.  Yachts 
of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  as  Bacon- 

■ 

bridge,  twenty  miles  from  Charlefton, 
.  We  made  another  halt  at  a  houfe,  formerly  the 
property  of  Commpdore  Gillon,'  who  died  in 
v^ry  deranged  circumftances,  bordering  on  infol- 
vency.  This  plantation^  which  has  accordingly 
been  made  over  to  the  creditors,  is  in  the  very 
worftftate.  The  Commodore  died  three  years 
ago,  The  houfe  is  tolerably  handfome,  and  the 
garden  is  laid  out  with  a  inore  refined  tafte,  and 
cultivated  with  more  carp  than  gardens  generally 
a,re  in  this  country.  But  the  foil  is  fterile  to  fuch 
^  degree,  tl^at  the  Commodore  was  obliged  to  fup-r 
ply  his  t^ble  with  culinary  plants,  and  his  ftable 
with  fodder,  fron^  another  plantation,  which  he 
poffefled  three  pr  fqur  miles  farther  diftant. 

Half  4  milp  frorn  Batavia,  the-  name  of  the 
C!ommQdore's  plantation,  ftandsMiddleton-houfe, 
the  property  of  Mrs,  Mipdx,etqn,  mother-in- 
law  to  young  Mr.  Ifard,  which  is  efteemcd  tlxc 
moft  beautiful  houfe  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
The  out-building?,  fuch  as  kitchen,  wafh-houfe, 
ftnd  o£Bc?s^  are  very  capacious.     The  en/emhle  of 

'    '  Ff3  thefe 
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thefe  buildings  calls  to  rccoUeftion  the  ancient 
Englilh  country 'feats.  The  rooms  in  the  hou^ 
are  fmall,  and  the  outiide,  as  well  as  the  infide,  is 
badly  kept.  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  iituation  i^ 
this,  that  the  river,  which  flows  in  a  circuitous^ 
eourfe,  until  it  reaches  this  point,  forms  here  a 
wid(2,  beautiful  canal,  pointing  ftraight  to  the 
houfe.  The  garden  is  beautiful,  but  kept  in  the 
j&nie  manner  as  the  houfe ;  the  foil  is  very  bad, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  plantation  is  al- 
together undeferving  the  celebrity  it  enjoys* 

We  flopped  to  dine  with  Dr:  Drayton,  at 
Drayton-hall.  The  houfe  i^  an  ancient  building, 
but  convenient  and  good ;  and  the  garden  is  bet- 
ter laid  out,  better  cultivated  and  flocked  with 
good  trees,  than  any  I  have  hitherto  fecn.  Iti 
order  to  have  £^  fine  garden,  you  have  nothing  to, 
do  but  to  let  the  trees  remain  flanding  here  and 
there,  or  in  clumps,  to  plant  bufhes  in  front  of 
them,  and  arrange  the  trees  according  to  their 
height.  Dr.  Drayton's  father,  who  was  alfo  a 
,  phyfician,  began  to  lay  out  the  garden  on  this 
principle ;  and  his  fon,  who  is  paffionately  fond 
of  a  country  life,  has  purfued  the  fame  plan.  The 
profpeft  from  the  garden  is  like  all  other  views  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  but  the  occupier  finds  it 
lefs  tedioufly  uniform  than  travellers  do.  He 
pointed  out  to  us,  and  fpoke  much,  con  amore,  of 

a  little 
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«. little  hut  In  the  woods,  which  is  fcarcely  vifibii^; 
.and  of  a  turning  o£  the  river,  yet  no  village  is  toe 
be  feen,  not  the  fmallefl:  eflates,  nay  no  huts^ 
Ail  South  Carolina  contains  fcarcely  five  or  fix 
villages,  if  four  or  five  compaiS  houfes  dcfervo 
this  name.  The  planter  refidcs,  throughout  the 
whole  country,  in  the  midft  of  his  negroes.  K 
IS  a  matter  of  general  cenfure^  that  Chatles  Hv 
divided  this  country. among  three  n:>ea,  withoiut 
confiderlng  that,  divided  as  it  is  at  pcefent,  per-* 
haps  among  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people,  it 
15.  yet  far  from  procuring  the  ftate  and  fociety  at 
large  the  advaatagcs,  which  it  might  produce* 
Every  one  works  with  his  owb  negroes ;  he  has 
no  opportunity  q£  hiring  others,  as  every  one  has 
full  employment  for  his  flaves^  and  ftancfe  in  need 
of  many  hands  for  little  work.  In  regard  to  the 
northern  ftates,  the  period  may  be  determined 
with  fome  degree  of  certainty,  when  the  whola 
country,  which  has  been  wrefted  from  the  In- 
idians,  will  he  cleared ;  but  not  the  leaft  idea  can 
be  formed  how  it  will  be  poffibie  in  South  Ca-? 
rolina  to  clear  only  double  the  quantity  of  land, 
which  is  at  prefent  under  cultivation.  This  ob- 
servation, however,  applies  merely  to  the  lower 
part  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  country  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountains  is  inhabited  by  white 

r  f  4  people, 
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people,  who  work,  as  every  where  elfc,  and  vvhofc 
number^  it  is  aflerted,  increafes  yearly  by  new  co- 
lonilb,  who  are  emigrating  thither. 
.  Oaour  journey  we  met  a  drove  of  negroes  (you 
cannot  ufe  a  more  proper  term),  who  were  fent 
from"  Cambridge  to  the  market  of  Charlcfton. 
Their  maftcr,  an  advocate  of  Cambridge,  one  of 
the  diftrifts  of  the  ftate,  has  relinquiihed  his  plan- 
tation, to  employ  his  money  in  fome  other  branch 
of  bu/inefs.  planters  of  fmall  fortunes  do  this 
very  often ;  and  from  the  high  price  of  negroes  it 
is  at  prefent  done  more  frequently  than  at  other 
times.  They  were  about  one  hundred  in  num- 
ber, men,  women,  arid -children.  The  iale  of  the 
.  hufhand  is  not  neccflarily  connefted  with  that 
of  the  wife,  nor  is  the  purchafer  of  the  mother 
obliged  to  buy  the  child  fuckling  on  her  breaft. 
The  advantage  gf  the  buyer  is  ^c  only  binding 
law. 

That  part  of  the  foreft,  which  I  did  not  tra-* 
verlc,  on  my  >vay  to  Mr.  Ifard,  abounds  alfo,  it 
is  faid.  With  trees-  and  bufhes.  Two  fpecies  of 
the  forrel  tree,  {andromeda,  Linn,)  the  azalea,  the 
fnow-drop  tree  or  fringe  tree  (chionanthus,  Linn.) 
honey-fuckle  with  red  blolioms,  which  grows  in 
a  fwampy  foil ;  tlie  iliirafras ;   and  the  mvrtle  of 

which  green  candles  are  n^adc.     The  berries  are 

boiled 
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boiled  in  water ;  the  lubftance,  -Which  fwims  on 
the  furfacc,  is  the  oily  matter  or  tallow.  A  bulhel 
of  berries  yields  eight  pourids  of  candles,^  which 
coil  twenty  cents.  The  red  paria,  or  Carolina' 
horfe-chefnut  tree,  which,  when  inoculated  on  a 
common  chefnut  grows  up  in  Europe  to  a  very 
high  tree,  is  here  a  ftirub  of  a  middling  fize. 

To  feveral  trees  adheres  a  yellow  grey  mols, 
which  hangs  feveral  feet  down,  like  a  beard,  and 
is.  known  by  the  name  of  Spantjli  heard.     It  re- 
tains the  fame  colour,  both  in  wintet  and  fum- 
mer,  and  bears  fmall  blue  flowers  in  fpring.     it 
clings  efpecially  to  oaks  and  elms ;  plantains,  ma- 
ples, cucumber  trees,  Nand  pines  arc  generally  free 
from  it.    This  mofs  injures  only  the  beauty  of  the 
trees,  but  ^Iters  neither  their  growth  nor  leaves. 
In  gardens  which  afe  well  k?pt,  it  is  taken  off 
•with  iron  rakes ;  the  negroes  frequently  pull  it  off 
the  trees  in  the  woods  with  their  hands,  and  fell 
it  to  the  upholflerersof  Charlefton,  who  ftuff  with 
it  mattrjiffes  and  chairs.     For  the  fame  purpofe, 
pretty  large  quantities  of  it  are  tranfmitted  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  and  even  to  the  northern 
ftates ;  far  though  it  conftantly  preferves  a  cer- 
tain unpleafant  fmell,  yet  it  is  much  ufed,  from 

its  being  cheaper  than  wool  or  hair.  In  winter  it 

« 

^or4s  good  food  for  cattle. 

SANDYHILL, 
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SANDYHILL.      ,  .-. 

*  '  *  -r* 

'  After  a  refidence  of  twenty  'days  in  Ghartdtott, 
J  fet  out  for  Georgia,  From  the  efxceffi ve  heat, 
it  becomes  neceflary  to  make  this  tour  before 
the  beginning  of  June,  in  \^'hich  month  the  heat 
grows  intolerable;  and  the  dangerous  difeafes, 
cccafioncd  by  it,  fpare  but  few  men,  cfpecially 
ftrangers,  who  travel  through  thefc  peftiferpus 
fwanips.  ■  I  fet  out  in  company  with 'Mr.  Beac- 
^  Tois,  a  Firenchman,  a  botanift,  pafliqnately  fond 
of  his  fcience,  and  a  good,  worthy  maA.  In  or- 
der that  we  both  might  retain  our  full  liberty,  wc 
hired  each  a  cabriolet ,  and  a  little  negro.  We  purr 
ftied-  the  fame  road,  which  I  travelled  with  Mr. 
Pringlc,  on  my  excurfion  to  the  banks  of  the  Afh- 
ley,  until  we  reached  the  other  fide  of  this  river, 
that  is,  tea  miles  from  Charleftom  To  this  point 
the  road  is  mtich  the  fame,  fand  and  woods.  The 
fand,  however,  is  not  fo  deep,  and  feems  to  be 
more  mixed  with  earth.  '  The  woods  are  equally 
beautiful,  and,  for  fome  miles,  the  plantations  lie 
more  compad:.  Rice  \%  the  chief  article  cultivated 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Eight  miles  after  you  have  crofled  the  Afliley,' 
you  pafs  an  arm  of  the  river  Stono. ,  The  bridge, 
by  which  you  crofs  the  riVer,  has  been  built  by 
General  Washington,  who  poiTeiTes  an'eftate 

iu 
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in  the  neighbourhood^which,  however,  is  not 
that  on  which  he  rfeiioes.  The  toll  is  -conficter** 
able.  I  was  obligeS^  to  pay  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
for  a  cabriolet  and  a  horfe ;  and  yet  the  farmer, 
•<?rho  takes  the  toll,  pays  the  General'  no  more 
^han  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  twa 
thirds.  This  road  is,  therefore,  in  all-  likelihood, 
not  much  frequented ;  a  luppdfitioiC,  which  Was* 
much  corroborated  by  the'fmall  number  ef  tiu-^ 
Tellers  we  met  on  our'  jotirn^y. '  And  ^et  thiS  Is 
the  great  Savannah-roady  which  we  did^  not  lekvc 
but  fix  miles  from  the  General's  eftate. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Sotith  Carolina- are  more 
afraid  6f  the  rattlc-fnafce,  than-^hoie  of  New  York 
and  Penniylvania.  Thefe  fnates,  it  fliould  feem, 
are  more  dangerous  here  than  in  the  northerns 
ilates ;  as  inftances  are  known  of  people  having 
died  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  they  were  bitten. 
A^ccording  to  the  aflertion  of  the  faculty,  the  bitd 
is  mortal  only  when  a  lymphatic  veflel  has  been 
hurt,  becaule  in  this  c^fe  the  poifon  mixes  mortf 
rapidly  with  the  blood  ;  every  other  bite  is  eafily ' 
cured.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  renders 
the  poifon  more  deftmAive  than  in  the  northern 
ftates ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fiippofcd,  that  among 
the  great  number  of  people  who  are  bitten 
there,  there  fliould  be  none  whofe  lymphatic 
yfflelPwere  injured^  and  yet  none  are  known 

to 
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tQ-have  died  of  tjie  bite.  The  juice  oi  plan** 
iago  virgimanat  Linfi.  ox  the  root  and  branches 
^f  mahuba  bruifed,  are  the  remedies  moft  com- 
rnoaly  applied.  Either  of  thcfc  plants  is  fuffi- 
^ient,  but  they  are  deemed  more  efficacious  when 
thrCy  are  applied  jointly,  A  tobacco  leaf  ftceped 
in  rum,  or  a  fmgle  leaf  of  one  of  the^bovc  plants, 
^k^s  0^  the'J)ain  and  fw^Uing,  Cesar,  a  negro, 
^ ui/to^  difcoycred  this  means^  is  South  Carolii^a ; .  he 
proved  its  efficacy  to  th^  Aflembly  of  the  States, 
in  1 780|  by  caufmg  a,  rattle-inake  to  bite  him ; 
and  obtained  for  this  arcanun^  his  liberty,  and  a 
penfion  of  one  hundred  guineas  a  year.  The  rat- 
tle-fnakcs  are  as  peaceful  in  Carolina,  as  they  are 
in  the  north ;  they  never  bite  but  on  being*  touched, 
Kovrevcr  great  the  fear  of  thefe  fnakes  n^y  be  ia 
this  country,  yet  they  are  not,  it  thould  feem,  very 
frequent,  as  in  this  cafe  .the  planters  would  un-. 
douhtedly,  from  motives  of  felf-intereft,  furnifh 
their  Haves  with  the  fame  thick  worfted  fpattcr- 
dalhes,  which  in  the  northerly  ftates  render  the 
bite  harralcfs,  by  abforbing  the  poifon ;  and  which, 
for  this  reafon,  are  there  in  general  ufe,  Inftead 
of  fufFering  the  negroes  to  work  barefoot  in  the 
fwamps  as  well  as  the  woods. 

Qener^l  Walhington's  friends  having  prevailed 

\  upon  me  to  call  at  the  Generars,  I  did  fo ;  and 

from  the  genteel  reception  I  experienced4|i  hi^ 

part, 
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piart,  we  foon  got  acquainted.  General  WaflimgA 
ton  is  of  the  fame  family  as  the  Prefident,  hut 
they  are  only  diftant  relations.     He  ferved  in  the 
\var  of  the  revolution;  and  is  generally  ttfpc&edl 
Hg  is  now  one  of  the  moft  opulent  planters,  and 
poffefles  from  four  to  five  hundred  flaves,  by  whoft 
number  wealth  isju/ily  cfti mated  in  South  Ciaro- 
lina,  as  it  is^  through  their  labour  that  riches  arc 
amaffed  in  this  country.    The  information  whicft 
1  obtained  from  him,  in  regard  to  the  culture  of 
rice,  appears  to  me  complete,  yet  I  fhall  not  in- 
fert  itjn  my  journal,  until  it  be  corroborated,  and 
Tendered  ftill  moire  perfeft  by  the  accounts  of  otheir 
planters,     I  Ihall,  therefore,  here  only  obfervc, 
1 .  That  the  General's  rice  fields  are  inJandJwamps . 
a*  the  Qeneral  fows  one  bufliel  and  a  half  of  rice 
on  an  acre ;  3.  the  medium  produce  of  an  acre  i$ 
two  barrels  of  rice ;  4.  every  negro  cultivates  fouif 
or  four  acres  and  a  half,  befides  two  or  three  acres 
oiprovifion ;,  5.  by  his  calculation  a  third  only  of 
his  negroes  work  in  the  fields,  the  reft  either  con- 
lift  of  old  people,  children,  and  fick,  or  are  em* 
ployed  about  the  houfe ;  0.  the  number  of  ne- 
groes increafes  every  year  by  a  twentieth ;  7.  every 
negro  earns  anntaally,  all  expences  being  dedu<fled, 
aboiit  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars ;  but 

the  rice  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was  faldfor  two 

« 

dollatgHlid  a  half^  cofts^iow  fix  or  fcven  dollars 

and 


and  a  half;  8;  the  expente  for  a  negro,  ijichjia^ 
ang  duty,  board,  clothing,  and  ijaedicines,  he  efti- 
mates  from  twelve  to  thirteen  dotlafS ;  ;^.  he  in-^ 
tends  to  erc6l  a  mill,  tb  lave  the  trOx^ble  of  grinding 
and  lifting,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  plan- 
tations by  hard  labour. 

Thefe  mills  lave  cdnfiderable  tiirrle  and  work; 
the  negroes  are  relieved  from  the  rooft  painful 
toil,  and  able  to. Work  mpre  in  the  fields.  Ano 
ther  great  advantage  is,  that  thfe  rice  is  more  re- 
gularly hulk^d^  which  caules  aconfidcrable  dif** 
ference  in  the  produce.  An  able  hulker  delivcis 
.ixineteen  parts  of  large  rice,  and  one  of  rice-duft j 
but  an  indifferent  workman  pnly  ten.  Rice-duft, 
or  fmall  ricc>  that  is,  fuch  as  is  too  much  grouiwt 
is  not  marketable.  Or  fetches  only  half  the  price  .df 
^oodrice. 

By  all  the  oblervations  which  I  have  been  abk 
to  colled:,  the.  culture  v£  rice  is  in  an  improving 
'ftate.i  the  bell  propf  of  which  isrthe  greater  num*- 
Jber  of  furrows  in  a  given  ipace.  The  plantens 
had  fornaerly  only  fifty-five  in  one  acre  and  a 
jquart;er,^iHllead  of  fixty-five  or  feventy,  which  arc 
onade  at  prefent,  witjjout  the  leall  prejujiice  to  the 
fertility  pf  the  Ibil/  or  the  richnefs  of  the  cars.  .An- 
other improvement  concerns  the  niode  of  water- 
ing the  fw^imp^.    Uppil ,  tb^  •  wholpj rtitfe  plartte!^, 

-more  enlightened  on  their  trpe  mt^xs{i,i§/fm  .de- 
termined 
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tornn^ned  to  -pcrfe^ft  the  culture  of  rite  hy  all  pof^ 
iible  means.     The  rice,  from  this  pla^^tion;,  is 
tr^niparted  twelve  xniles  in  carts,  and;  |requeatly 
the  diftaace  fronx  the  next  creek  is  ftill  gf eater. 
The  planteis  are  now  naifing  a  fum  hy  ilibfcrip* 
tion,  for  the  conftruiJHon  of  a  caifial,  which. is  t^ 
cro&  the  iwanaps,  and  on  which  the  rice  may^ 
yvithout   the   leaii  difficulty,    be  conveyed   to 
Charlefton.     This  canal  is  to  be  ten  miles  .iia 
length,  and  the  expence  is  eftimated  at  thirty*^ 
^ight  :or  forty  thoufand  dollars.    1  affifted  at  z 
«ieeting  of  the  commiffioners,  ?relative  to  the 
Ijeft  means  of  conftni6ting  it.     For.  this  purpoic 
it  hfts  been  propofed,  either  to  eaufe  every  |>lanter 
Jtd  work  ^t  the  cacnal  with  a  certain  number  of 
»cgroes,  proportionate  to  the. greater,  or  Jefs  diA 
tBxicp  pf  his  plantation,  from  the  canal  to  the  ex-- 
tent  of  his  fwamps>  or  the  number  of.  his  flaveSy 
nr  to  charge  one  planter  with^  the  conftruiftioia  of 
the  wholcr  can&J,  and -make  every  planter  contrir 
h^tt  to  the  expence  in  the  above  ptoportieo. 
fijpod, plants j-s' are  df  the  lattw  oi^xu^n, ^}>sxmik 
^hc  adoptipurof  the  former  would  leiTen' tbezinmi*- 
hcT  of  their  swerkmen,  raiid^^of  cpnfeqei^nce/tiKir 
^ain.  The  fin^oting  deliberated  on  thefe  queilionl^ 
but  came  to  no  determination.     That  one  fingle 
^antfer  ihould^be  ^able  tp)  undertake  thiswork^ 
4Q2^  l>e'4^pUined/by  the  cir<;:m^{knae>  rtbat  tfapece 

are 
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are'.mbhy  bad  planters,  Who  let  their  ncgroeS  at 
a  high  price.  The  meeting  terminated  in  a  din* 
tier,  like  all  fimilar  meetings  in  England,  with 
this  difference  only,  that  this  dinner  was  givth, 
not  in  a  good  tavcm,  but  in  a  miferable  inn^ 
where,  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  ftair-cafei 
the  guefts  were  imder  the  neceffity  of  Working 
lip  their  way  to  the  dining-room  by  the  iaid  of  a 
ladder.  It  was  a  cold  dinner,  and  the  liquor* 
ferved  up  were  rum,  brandy,  and  geneva,  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  quaffed,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  mofl  delicious  champagne.  The 
General,  whofe  turn  it  was  to  entertain  the  com* 
pany,  had  provided  the  whole  dinner.  The  cul- 
ture of  rice  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increafed 
by  the  conftru<ftion  of  this  canal.  By  General 
Walhington's  account,  as  many  fwamps  remain 
ftill  uncultivated  as  are  under  cultivation. 

His  own  plantations  are  all  fituated  in  the  vici- 
nity of  his  manfion,  without  joining  each  otherl 
One  direftor  has  the  fliperintendance  over  all  the 
plantations,  and  under  him  fpecial  infpcAors  art 
appointed  for  every  pkhtation.  He  tiiltivates  two 
hundred  acres  with  Indian  corn  or'potatoes;  the 
average  produce  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  bufhels 
of  Indian  corn  per  acre. 

The  nce-planters  cultivate  no  more  Indiafl 
corn  and  potatoes,  than  they  want  for  thtix  own 

coa^ 
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tronfumptiony  and  that  of  their  negroes.  By  cul^ 
tivatilig  more,  they  would,  in  their  opinion,  waftfe 
their  time  in  a  lefs  profitable  labour ;  and  m&ny 
planters  would  rather  purchafe  all  tjieir  provifiony, 
than  raife  it  in  their  own  fields,  Were  not  thfe 
carriage  ib  very  expenfive.  '  '  ••^ 

AH  the  planters  keep  great  numbers  of  oxeni 
T^)ws,  ind  pigSj  which  procure  their  food  eafily, 

•  •      •    - 

tmd  without  the  Ifcaft  expence,  in  the  large  foi^eftfe, 
which  belong  to  the  plantations.  Horfes  are  alf^ 
frequently  turned  into  the  woods ;  but  the  trtti 
amateurs  of  horfes,  many  of  'v^hom  are  fouhSl 
among  the  planters,  fend  them  rather  to  graze  ok 
a  field,  which  the  year  before  was  lb wn  with  In^* 
<iian  com  and  rice,  and  on  which  the  fpecies-df 
grafs,  called  crab grafsy  grows  in  great  plenty.  In 
WCtods,  wh€;re  the  grafs  of  the  preceding  year  iS 
not  entirely  confumed^  and  where  this  grafs  might 
ftifle  the  new  growth,  it  is  burnt  at  the  beginning 
of  ipring,  and  the  young  grafs  thrives  better  tha'il 
it  dtherwife  would  do. 

The  price  of  fwamps  is  her^  from  tWenty-6he 
to  forty-two  dollars  an  acre.  The  fituation  in 
regard  to  the  watering  of  the  fwamps  bccailonli 
iht  difference  in  their  prke.  Uplands  coft  from 
five  to  fix  dollars  an  acrfe,  but  are  feldoni  Ibid* 
IndiaA  corn  cofts  one  dollar  and  a  half  the  bulhtl; 

Vol.  IL  Gg  a  cow 
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a  COW  from  fix  to  nine  dollars,  and  a  yoke  of  o±«ai 
•forty  dollars. 

General  Walhington  is  one  of  the  planters 
of  Carolina^  who,  in  order  not  to  relinqiiifli 
to  the  merchants  of  CharlefVon  the  great  pro- 
fits on  the  fale  of  rice,  have  tranfhiitted  it  them- 
ielves  to  England-  The  refiilts  of  this  ope- 
ration are  not  yet  known.  All  the  planters  arc 
highly  pleafed  with  the  high  price  of  rice,  yet 
the  moft  prudent  of  them  adopt  not  a  more  ex- 
pcniive  way  of  living,  but  convert  their  gains  into 
capital.  They  are  fond  of  reliding  on  their  plan- 
tations, and  thus  fave  much  of  their  houfehold 
expence.  Yet  you  muft  be  accuftomed  to  fuch 
a  refidence  to  be  pleafed  with  it.  Not  the  leaft 
variety^  as  to  foil  and  culture ;  furrpunded  on  all 
fides  with  mud  and  water ;  few  or  no  neighbours; 
and  in  addition  to  thefe  unpleafant  circiunftances, 
the  planters  are  deprived  of  the  greateft  pleafurc 
of  cultivators,  to  fee  every  thing  grow  in  their 
fields.  In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  fwamps 
are  watered  for  the  firft  time,  the  planters  retire 
for  four  months  into  the  town,  for  fear  of  the 
pefliferous  effluvia^  and  during  this  time  the  rice 
ripens  and  is  mowed.  The  white  direftor  of  the 
plantation,  who  remains  on  the  fpot,  muft  the 
firft  fummer  pay  for  this  refidence  either  with  his 

life; 
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liJe,  or  at  leaft  with  a  dreadful  fit  of  illneis ;  and, 
ihould  he  furvive  this,  yet  he  is.  every  lummer  at- 
tacked by  a  fimilar  difcafe  at  leaft  for  a  fortnight. 
The  negroes  fuiFer  not  from  all  thefe  noxious 
exhalations. 

In  the  General  is  united  to  his  other  excellent 
qualities  that  of  a  benevolent  mafter  to  •  his  nc* 
groes.  They  are  not  overburthened  with  labour, 
and  they  arc  at  liberty  to  cultivate  for  themfclves 
as  much  land  as  they  choofe. 

Mrs.  Walhington  feems  lefs  pleafed  with  a 
plantation-life  than  her  hufband,  whom  bufmels 
frequently  calls  away,  and  whom  a  pipe  or  a  good 
dinner  often  retains  in  the  place,  whither  he  is 
obliged  to  go. 

The  Generars  plantation  lies  in  St.  Paul's 
parilh,  which  contains  fifteen  fquare  miles.  Al- 
though four  or  five  remains  of  churches  are  to  be 
found  in  this  parifh,  yet  there  exifts  in  fad:  but 
one,  where  a  congregation  can  afi!emble.  The 
reft  were  burnt  dovvn  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
and  they  are  in  this  country  not  very  anxious  to 
build  them  up  again. 

The  road  from  Sandyhill  to  Dr.  Pringle's, 
brother  of  my  friend  Pringle  of  Chatlcfton,  is  as 
fandy  as  that  which  we  have  travelled,  but  the 
fmall  bridges,  you  frequently  meet  with,  grow 
worfe  and  worfc.     We  croffcd  in  a  ferry  the  river 

G  g  2  Edifto 
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Edifto  or  Pompon,  which  rifes  two  hundred  miTcs 
liigher  up  the  country,  and  on  which  the  tim- 
ber  from  the  forefls  of  further  Carolina,  that  arc 
on^  hundred  miles  diftant  from  Gharlellon,  is 
floated  to  this  city. 

^'  Dr.  Pringle  reiides  in  the  townlhip  of  St.  Bar- 
-thokmew,  and  ctiltivates,  of  nineteen  hundred 
4i0fissi '  which  corripofe  his  eftate,  two  hundred 
i^KTtes'of  fw^mps,  ahd  forty  acres  high  land.  If 
he  had  more  hands  to  difpofe  of,  he  might  culti*- 
vateimofe ;  but  he  poflefles  only  a  fmall  fortune; 
and  planters  thus  circumftanced  ca^  very  feldom 
^«if$  the  neceflary  money  for  the  conftrudion  of 
•Aiachinery.  He  has  explained  to  me  the.  whole 
procefs  cf  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  rice; 
^ttd'  the  information  I  received  from  him  on  this 
•iuTbjed:,  agrees  fb  perfeftly  with  that  which  I  have 
iJoUecSed  in  three  or  four  other  different  places, 
^'hat  I  think  myfelf  fully  informed  on  this  head. 
Rice  is  commonly  fown  about  this  time ;  fomc 
have  already  done  it,  and  others  cOlfftn^ice  in  a 
fortnight. 

The  country  is  full  of  that  fpecies  of  crocodile, 
which  by  natumlifts  are  called  caimans.  We  faw* 
a  fmall  one  at  the  General's,  which  had  been 
killed  by  his  huntfman.  On  a  walk  We  took 
With  Dr.  Pringle,  we  faw  two,  which  lay  afleep 
near  a  large  fwampy  ditch ;  both  were  of  con- 
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iidbrable  fiic,  and  one  meafiired  from  the  head  to 
the  extremity  of  the  tait;upwards  of  twelve  feet. 
We  obferved^  them  perfeftly  at  our  eafe,  at  the 
diftancc  of  twelve  paces.  The  noiie  we  made, 
after  five  or  iix  minutes,  having  roufed  them  from 
their  fleep,  they  jumped  into  the  water.  This 
animal  very  feldom  touches  a  man,  however  near 
it  rnay  be  to  .him ;  it  confrantly  flees,  when  on 
land ;  but  in  the  water  it  is  faid  to  be  fiercer.  A 
few  years  ago,  a  caiman  bit  off  the  leg  of  a  wo- 
man, while  flic  was  bathing.  It  more  frequently 
attacks  do2;s,  which  at  times  it  carries  off  in  the 
prefcnce  of  men.  Sometimes,  when  hounds  in 
purliiit  of  a  flag  fwim  through  the  water,  they 
ieize  both  hounds  and  deer,  and  pull  them  down 
to  the  bottom,  without  their  ever  appearing  again- 
The  fcales,  with  which  the  caiman  is  coated,  ren- 
der it  invulnerable,  unlefs  the  wound  be  inflid:ed 
in  the  intexftices  of  the  fcales,  or  at  the  extremi- 
ties. 

The  rattle-fnake  is  as  much  dreaded  in  this 
country  as  the  caiman.  No  perfon  has  of  late 
died  of  its  bite,  which  proves  frequently  mortal 
to  dogs,  cows,  and  horfcs,  although  cafes  of  its 
being  cured  are  more  numerous.  On  the  whole, 
the  number  of  thefe  noxious  animals  appears  very 
inconfiderable.  By  Dr.  Pringle^s  account,  who 
has  feen  many  of  them,  they  are  here  much  large  j 
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at  the  fame  age,   than  in  the  northern  ftatcs. 
Thofe  which  have  come  within  my  obfcrvation, 
are  of  the  fame  fize  as  in  Geneflee,  but  of  more 
vivid  colours.     The  bite  of  the  water  rattle-fnakc 
is  alfo  poifonous,  but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  the  land. 
The  derivation  of  its  name  is  not  known;  for 
this  animal  has  neither  rattles,  nor  is  it  fumilhcd 
with  the  two  fangs,  wiiich  render  the  rattle-fnakc 
fo  extremely  dangerous.     There  are  thofe,  who 
imagine,  that  it  is  the  female  of  the  rattle-fnake, 
while  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  forms  a  diftinft 
fpecies ;  but  all  this  rells  on  fuppoiition,  as  in  faft 
do  many  things  in  natural  hiftory.     The  black 
ferpent  is  pretty  common  in  Carolina  ;  it  is  very 
long,  and  purfues  thofe  who  attack  it ;  but  its 
bite  is  harmlefs. 

Panthers  are  fomctimes  found  in  the  woods, 
but  they  arc  few  in  number  ;  the  aflertion  of  their 
having  attacked  men  is  contradifted.  Tiger-cats, 
wolves,  and  foxes  are  here  frequent,  and  fomc- 
times carry  off  fowls,  fheep,  and  calves  from 
places  contiguous  to  inhabited  buildings.  But 
the  planters,  who  aifcmble  their  live-ftock  twice 
a  year,  to  count  the  young,  and  pick  out  thofe 
Vi^hich  they  intend  to  fatten,  charge  lels  the  wild 
beafts  with  the  deficiency  they  difcover,  than  the 
petty  pUnters,  negroes,  and  other  workmen.  The 
winter  is  here  never  fo  fcvere,  as  to  prevent  the 
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cattle  from  remaining  in  the  woods,  where  they 
find  plenty  of  food ;  fome  of  the  planters  feed 
them  with  the  llraw  of  Indiani-com  and  rice,  but 
moft  kiil  them,  as  they  come  out  of  the  woods. 
Mr.  Pringle,  who  keeps  from  feventy  to  eighty, 
negroes,  and,  of  confequence,  is  no  great  planter, 
has  from  two  to  three  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

To  judge  from  the  acquaintance  1  have  miade 
among  the  planters,  their  converfation  is  not  very 
interefting.  Their  time  is  chieily  taken  up  by 
the  chace  and  the  table,  by  gaming  and  doing  no- 
thing, the  few  excepted,  whofe  parents  were  fuf- 
ficiently  rich  to  fend  them  to  Europe  for  educa- 
tion and  inftrudion. 

Mr,  Pringlc  holdg  a  diftinguilhed  rank  among 
w^ell-bred  fer^icrs.  He  finilhed  his  education  and 
ftudied  medicine  in  Europe ;  for  ibme  time  he 
followed  this  profeffion,  but  now  prad:ifes  it  only 
from  motives  of  compaffion,  to  prefenre  his  in- 
dependence. He  is  in  every  refpcd:  a  worthy 
man,  amiable  and  communicative,  plain,  and  fo 
happy,  that  his  equals  arc  but  feldoiri  found.  He 
is  an  excellent  mafter  to  his  negroes,  and  afferts, 
againft  the  opinion  of  miany  others,  that  the  plan* 
tations  of  mild  and  indulgent  mailers  thrive  moft, 
and  that  the  negroes  are  more  faithful  and  labori  ^ 
ous.  He  is  beloved  by  his  flaves.  The  cultivated 
part  of  his  plantation  is  in  the  ^beft  order,  and 
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the  number  of  his  negroes  cncrcaics  yearly  by  a 
tenth. 

In  the  neighbourhood  are  a  few  very  fmaU 
plantations,  the  property  of  white  people,  who 
keep  no  Haves,  and  who  of  fifty  actes,  which  form 
the  neccffary  qualification  of  an  elcdlor,  cultivatQ 
about  twenty  with  their  oxen.  This  clafs  is  poor» 
and,  by  what  1  have  been  told,  feems  not  to  de- 
ferve  much  refpeiS:.  But  thefe  planters  evidently 
prove,  that  even  in  this  fcorching  climate  white 
people  can  perform  the  labour,  for  which  it  is 
generally  deemed  neceffary  to  employ  flaves ; 
though  it  muft  be  confeflbd,  that  they  neither 
work  much  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of  the  year,  nor 
toil  in  the  fwamps.  White  people  may  perhaps 
not  be  able  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  the  ne- 
ceffary labours  ia  the  fwamps,  yet  it  is  of  impor- 
tance to  know,  that  they  are  capable  of  working 
in  the  upper  country  at  the  culture  of  grain,  po- 
tatoes, 'and  turnips.  From  this  fa(5:l  hopes  may  be 
entertained,  that  the  large  tradt  of  ground  which 
feparates  the  fwamps  from  the  upper  country,  and 
the  fertility  of  the  foil  of  which  is  apparent  ftom 
the  numerous  trees  it  bears,  will  be  cultivated. 

Mr.  Pringle  prefentcd  my  fellow-traveller,  Mr, 
Beauvois,  with  a  petrified  oyftcr>  found  in  the  vi- 
ciniity  of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  the  fea.     Its  len^h  amounts  to  eighteen 
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inches,  Engliih  meafurc.  From  the  circumftancc, 
that  in  that  part  of  the  country  there  is  a  confi- 
ikrablc  fbratum  of  iimilar  petrified  lubftances,  it 
becomes  highly  probable,  that  this  whole  trad: 
was  once  covered  by  the  iea,  and  that  the  ridge 
of  mountains,  which  runs  from  Florida,  to  Canada, 
ibrmed  its  original  limit. 

In  the  townlhip  of  St.  Paul  a  free  negro,  who 
from  his  early  youth  carefully  ftored  up  tha  pro- 
duce of  his  induftry,  poflbffes  a  plantation  of  two 
hundred  Haves.  Inftances  of  thij  kind  are  not 
rare,  I  underftand,  in  St.  Domingo ;  but  fuch  a 
plantation  is  here  a  phenomenon.  The  feverity 
excepted,  with  which  this  emancipated  flavc 
treats  his  negroes,  his  conduA  is  faid  to  be  regu- 
lar and  good.  His  name  is  Pindaim,  and  he  is 
eighty-five  years  old.  He  has  married  a  white 
woman,  and  has  given  his  daughter,  a  mulatto^ 
to  a  white  man. 

RUPELMONDE,  ON  THE  RIVER  BEAUFORT. 

As  long  as  the  roads  continue  of  the  fame  qua- 
lity, as  I  have  hitherto  found  them,  fmce  I  left 
Charlefton,  I  fliall  not  make  any  mention  of 
them.  I  am  not  yet  tired  of  thefe  fuperb  forefts ; 
but  on  traverfing  them,  you  cannot  but  regret, 
that  a  foil,  which  bears  fuch  trees,  Ihould  not  pro* 
4uca  any  thing  elfe,  and  that  nineteen  twentieths. 
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of  that  foil  may,  perhaps,  remain  for  ever  uncul- 
tivated in  Carolina,  which  might  be  fown  with 
oats,  rye,  and  barley,  and  thus  remove  the  un- 
healthincfs  of  the  climate,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
country.  Nature  invites  this  country  to  a  high 
degree  of  profperity,  the  non-attainment  of  which 
can  only  be  owing  to  the  negleft  and  mifconduA 
of  men. 

We  travelled  in  company  with  Mr,  Robert 
Pr INGLE,  a  worthy  brother  of  John  Pringle  df 
Charkfton ;  he  intended  to  introduce  us  to  his 
numerous  friends  at  Beaufort.  The  plantation^ 
along  the  road  are  few  in  number  and  infignifi* 
cant.  The  people  were  every  where  bufied  in 
fowing  rice. 

1  had  a  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller  of 
Sheldon.  He  was  not  at  home,  but  his  lady  re* 
Reived  us  with  great  kindncfe.  She  is  very  hand* 
fome,  and  Endowed  with  excellent  qualities. 

It  is  frequently  the  fate  of  travellers  to  contrad 
obligations ;  this  we  experienced  the  fame  even- 
ing, in  regard  to  a  lady  who  refides  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Ifland  of  Beaufort.  The  veflel,  intended 
to  carry  us  over,  was  too  fmall  for  our  two  ca- 
briolets and  horfes.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  wait ;  and  feeing  us  walking  up  and  down  the 
fhore,  fhe  invited  us  to  ftep  into  her  houfe,  and 
at  length  offered  us  a  night's  lodging.   Mrs.  B»ap* 
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PEL  refides  with  her  daughter  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  ferry,  which  belongs  to  her.  The 
mother  was,  fifteen  years  ago,  the  firft  beauty  of 
Charlefton ;  and  even  yet,  though  thirty-five  years 
old,  and  frequently  iiidifpofed  with  nervous  dif- 
eaies,  Ihe  is  handfbme  and  amiable.  She  gene- 
rally refides  in  Charlefton,  whither  Ihe  returns  at 
the  beginning  of  June.  Whatever  praife  may  be 
due  to  our  European  gentility,  yet  in  no  part  of 
the  globe  fo  much  hofpitality  is  pradlifed  as  in 
America,  or  can  it  any  where  be  better  exercifed, 
than  in  South  Carolina, 

We  this  day  croffed,  by  a  very  bad  bridge,  the 
river  Combabee,  which  feparates  the  diftridl  of 
Charlefton  from  that  of  Beaufort.  The  only 
remarkable  thing  we  met  on  this  journey  was  a 
large  caiman,  which  lay  dying  on  a  ditch.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  head  with  an  axe,  and  was 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  water  than  they 
generally  arc.  We  difpatched  him,  and  found 
that  he  was  eleven  feet  and  half  in  length*  Thefe 
animals,  whofe  afpecS:  is  as  frightful  as  the  ac- 
counts of  their  fiercpnefs,  are  no  obje<fts  of  fear 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  country ;  travellers, 
therefore,  have  cither  exaggerated  their  accounts, 
or  are  more  timid  than  the  inhabitants.  They 
are  killed,  wherever  they  are  met  with,  and  ex- 
tremely 
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trcmcly  numerous  in  the  frelh  waters  of  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

The  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  worft  ^•egulated  part 
of  the  Unibn,  is  a  compound  of  natives  of  all  Eu- 
ropean countries,  and  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the ' 
United  States.  Its  recent  hiftor}'  is  a  tifluc  of  con-  • 
tinual  difputes  among  the  inhabitants  as  well  as 
with  other  ftates,  w  ithout  the  Icaft  mark  of  public 
Spirit.    This  moral  piAure  muft  neccflarily  admit 
of  exceptions  ;  I  have  myfelf,  dining  my  Ihort  re- 
fidence  in  Savannah,  found  men,  who  would  do. 
honour  to  any  country.     But  the  exceptions,  I 
apprehend,  are  few. 

As  late  as  the  laft  feffion,  a  more  regular  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  has  been  eftabliflied  ;  but 
it  is  not  yet  in  force,  nor  will  it  be  fo  for  fomc 
time  to  come.  The  feffions  arc"  not  regularly-  . 
held  ;  the  empannelling  of  the  juries  meets  with 
great  difficulties,  and  yet  the  bufmefs  of  a  lawyer 
is  one  of  the  moft  lucrative  profeffions. 

Agriculture  is  much  the  fame  as  in  South  C^r 
rolina.  Cotton  is  cultivated  by  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  confider  it  as  a  principal  branch  of 
their  trade,  without  paying  any  more  attention 
to  the  beft  mode  of  cultivating  it,  than  they  do 
in  South.  Carolina.  Candid  planters  allow,' that 
they  are  far  from  having  attained  the  higheft  de- 
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gree  of  perfc<flion,  the  attainment  of  which  will, 
in  my  opinion,  fooner  be  etfefted  in  South  Ca* 
rolina  than  Georgia.  The  machinery  for  clean-^ 
ing  the  cotton  is  here  more  frequently  employed 
than  in  Carolina ;  but  the  planters,  convinced  of 
the  difad vantages  attending  it,  relinquifh  the  ufe 
of  it,  andexpcA  another  from  the  Bahama  iflands, 
which  compleats  the  operation  fooner,  \yithout 
injuring  the  down. 

The  back  country,  which  begins  behind  Au-^ 
gufta,  is  far  more  populous,  and  exports  tobacco, 
Indian-corn,  r)^e,  and  wheat.  Slaves,  as  is  dflerted, 
are  more  numerous  on  the  other  fide  of  Augufta, 
than  on  this  fide.  There  is  no  planter,  who  keeps 
a  confiderable  number  of  negroes;  but  the  fmallcft 
planters  buy  fome  as  foon  as  they  can,  leave  ofF 
doing  any  work  thcmfolves,  and  grow  lazy,  for 
which  the  mafters  of  (laves  generally  feel  a  ftrong 
difpofition,  encouraged  by  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  country. 

The  law  of  the  land  permits  the  impottation 
of  negroes,  and  this  is  the  only  ftate,  the  ports  of 
which  are  not  yet  Ihut  up  againft  this  odious 
trade.  They  are  not>  however,  imported  in  great 
numbers  in  Savannah  ;  in  the  courfc  of  laii  year 
arrived  about  fix  or  fevcn  hundred ;  during  the  firft 
four  months  of  this  year  four  hundred  .and  fifty 
liave  been  landed,  and  two  or  three  thoufand 

more 
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more  are  expe<%ed.  Savannah  employs  no  Ihip 
in  the  flavc-trade ;  but  it  is  carried  on  in  Ihips 
belonging  to  New  England,  and  eipecially  to 
Rhode-Ifland.  The  cargo,  however,  is  conflandy 
carried  to  Savannah,  without  the  le^  certainty 
of  a  profitable  lale,  on  account  of  the  Icarcity  of 
money  which  generally  prevails,  and  becaufe  fo- 
reign merchants  are  as  little  fond  of  giving  credit 
to  thofe  of  Savannah,  as  thefc  are  of  crediting  the 
planters.  For  the  fole  purpofe  of  cultivating  fuch 
fwamps,  as  are  fitted  for  cultivation,  ten  fuccef- 
five  years  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  negroes 
Ihoold  be  annually  imported.  A  third  of  thofe 
who  are  imported,  are,  in  fpitc  of  the  prohibition, 
every  year  fmuggled  into  Carolina.  Thefe  Afii* 
can  negroes  coft  three  hundred  dollars  each ;  thoic 
of  the  GoW-coaft  are  the  beft  of  all,  and  next  to 
them  are  thofe  of  Congo  and  Ibo.  The  latter  are 
the  beft  labourers,  but  frequently  perilli  within 
the  firft  two  years. 

I  witnefled  an  auftion  of  negroes  in  Savannah ; 
and  although  it  was  a  fhocking  fight,  yet  I  was 
not  fo  affefted  by  it  as  when  I  faw  the  one  hun- 
dred negroes  in.  Charlefton  driven  to  market. 
Thefe  were  grown  perfons  ;  but  the  others  were 
children,  unacquainted  with  the  horrors  of  their 
fituation. 

Almoft  all  the  land  in  Georgia  is  good ;  but 

different 


THE  UNITED  STATES^  CANADA,  &C.     463 

difK^rent  in  quality  according  to  its  iituation ;  for 
at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea 
it  continues  rifing  as  far  as  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, which  are  connefled  with  the  chain  of 
mountains  that  interfefts  the  whole  of  North 
America,  proceeding  from  Canada,  difappears  at 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ;  and,  under  the  name  of  Ta- 
pinambourg,  rifes  again  in  South  America,  after 
having  firft  fhewn  itfelf  in  the  Antilles :  at  leaft 
this  is  the  opinion  of  feveral  naturalifls.  '  The 
lands  appear  better  here  than  thofe  fimilarly  fitu- 
ated  in  Carolina ;  and  from  the  Apalachians  to  the 
Miffifippi  they  appear  ftill  better. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  better  watered  than  Geor- 
gia.  The  rivers  Savannah,  Oconee,  Alatamaha, 
and  St.  Mary  which  divides  it  from  Eaft  Florida, 
run  through  it  from  eaft  to  weft ;  and  in  their 
courfe  receive  a  great  tiumber  of  creeks  and 
(mailer  rivers,  by  means  of  which  the  produdh 
of  the  inland  parts^  if  they  were  inhabited,,  might 
caiily  be  conveyed  to  the  lea.  The  great  rivers 
Appalachicola,  Mobile,  Peare,  Palcacola,  and 
Governanti,  which  interfeft  Weft  r  lorida,  and 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have 
their  fource  in  Georgia.  The  river  Miffifippi,  by 
-which  it  is  bounded  on  the  weft,  muft,  fmce  the 
lajft  treaty  with  Spain,  be  a  certain  and  exteniive 
means  of  dilpofmg  of  all  its  produds,  which  might 

bq 
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be  fent  to  the  Antilles.  All  the  parts  of  the  coaft 
fouth  of  Savannah  arc,  without  comparilbn,  more 
healthy  than  Savannah,  or  than  the  coaib  of  Vir- 
ginia or  the  two  Carolinas ;  becaufc  they  lie  nearer 
the  trade- winds,  and  partake  of  the  advantage 
which  thefe  afford.  The  climate,  which  in  the 
interior  of  Georgia  is  not  ib  hot  as  in  Carolina,  is 
much  milder  in  winter.  There  is  feldom  any 
fnow  here,  and  where  there  is,  it  foon  melts  away 
Except  in  the  fwampy  parts,  fewer  difeafes  pre- 
vail here  than  in  Carolina ;  and  frefli  ipringii  of 
water  are  to  be  met  with  every  where. 

To  thefe  advantages  may  be  added  the  facility 
in  paffing  between  the  continent  and  the  iflands 
that  lie  along  the  coaft,  the  communication  \*ith 
all  of  them  being  perfeftly  fafc,  and  there  beix^ 
no  occafion  to  go  out  into  the  open^fea.  Thefe 
.  iflands  are  for  the  moft  part  fpacious  and  healthy : 
they  have  an  excellent  foil,  which  yields  very  fine 
cotton,  almoft  all  kinds  of  com,  and  abundance 
of  live-oak,  which  is  of  fo  much  value  in  iJixp- 
building.  -  > 

In  that  part  of  Georgia  which  borders  on  Weft 
Florida,  there  are  many  fields  of  rice  along  the 
rivers;  particularly  on  the  banks,  and  betweeft 
the  two  branches  of  the  ^fcbile.  OsJ^s  of  every 
kmd,  hickories,  faffafras,  mulberry  and  chefnut 
trees,  grow  here  in  the  greateft  pofiible  perfection- 
There 
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There  arc  few  liye-oaks,  and  Scarcely  any  cyprefles 
or  cedars,  THe  white  pine  grows  here  only ;  the 
fpnice-fir  is  feldom  feen.  It  is  faid  that  the  thfce 
branches  of  the  river  Aiatamaha,  with  the  ifland 
of  St.  Simon,  which  lies  facing  them,  form  the 
bell,  deepctt,  and  fafcff  harbour  on  the  American 
coaft,  below  the  Chefapeat.  Few  of  the  United 
States  are  deftined  to^  greater  ptofperity  than 
Creorgia.  But  there  muft  be  hands  to  work  this 
gold-mine ;' and  their  labour  muft  be  rendered 
valuable  by  gopd  order,  by  refped  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  due  adminiftration  of  the  laws. 
Thefe  objefts  v^ill  certainly  be  accomplifhcd  fomc 
time  or  other,  but  in  the  prefeht  ftate  of  things, 
it  is  difficult  to  fix  upon  the  period  when  it  fliall 
come  to  pafs.  The  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun- 
try are  more  idle,  drunken,  and  diibrderly,  than 

thofe  who  refide  in  the  back  parts  of  any  of  the 

•«       <       > 

United  States.  It  is  only  to  the. government  that 
thefe  vices  can  be  imputed.  Land  which  pro- 
duces rice,  and  is  fumilhed  with  the  buildings  re- 
quifite  for  its  cultivation,  fetches,  when  "in  good 
condition,  from  fixty  to  fixty-flve  dollars;  and 
that  which  is  not  fa,  fells  at  {cvtn  or  eight  dol- 
lars. 

They  carry  on  a  trade  with  Georgia,  with  deer, 
otter,  arid  beaver  fkins.  But  the  Indians,  who 
fupply  them,  find  a  more  advantageous  and  furer 

Vol.  II.  lib.  faje 
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fale  in  Weft  Florida ;  and  therefore  carry  all  thctf 
Ikins  to  Pcnfacola.  This  trade  is  therefore  con- 
fined  to  furs  procured  by  the  people  of  the  back 
country ;  and  thefc  are  inconfidcrable  in  number 
and  value. 

The  Cherokees,  the  Chaftaws,  and  Creeks, 
who  are  the  moft  numerous  and  warlike  of  all 
the  Indian  nations,  inhabit  the  borders  of  Geor- 
gia. Thofe  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  the  number  of  twelve  thoufand, 
fix '  thoufand  of  whom  are  Creeks.  There  arc 
about  thirty-five  thoufand  Indians  altogether  in 
Georgia*  It  is  faid  that  the  Creeks^  contrary  to 
the  general  cafe,  are  encreafing  in  numbers.  Al- 
though thefe  people  arc  held  in  averfion,  and  en- 
deavours are  made  to  drive  them  beyond  the  MiiC- 
fippi ;  yet  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  in  the 
Continual  quarrels  which  they  have  with  the  white 
people  on  the  boundaries,  the  latter  are  in  the 
wrong  four  times  out  of  five.  It  is  admitted  by 
every  body,  that  there  cannot  be  a.  more  vicious 
fct  of  people  than  the  whites  who  dwell  on  the 
boundaries :  they  rob,  murder,  and  betray  the 
Indians ;  who  in  return  frequently  dcftroy  their 
perfecutors,  together  with  their  families;  and 
when  they  perhaps  take  a  dreadful  revenge,  they 
on-y  defend  themfelves  againft  unprovoked  at- 
tacks :  thefe  Indians  are  all  as  good,  as  gencrcmss 
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and  as  faithful  as  thbfc  of  the  northern  ftatcs. 
Even  when  they  are  in  the  greateft  ftate  of  dif- 
turbance,  they  live  in  the  utmoft  familiarity  with 
the  white  families  who  refide  amongft  them,  and 
who  find  more  prote(ftion  from  them  than  from 
the  white  borderers :  thefe  fcalp  their  prifoners, 
as  well  as  the  Indians.  This  conftant  ftate  of 
petty  warfare  is  a  new  fource  of  dilbrder  in  the 
ftate. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  In  conjunftion  with  the 
federal  government,  thinks  of  concluding  a  g^ie- 
ral  treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  negociations  for 
which  are  to  be  entered  upon  in  lefs  than  a 
mt)nth4  The  confequence  of  this  treaty  will  be, 
that  the  Indians,  in  confideration  of  a  ium  of  mo- 
ney, will  retire  a  hundred  miles  farther  back. 
Meanwhile  the  borderers  will  purfue  them,  and 
will  never  be  reftrained,  by  any  treaty,  from 
making  their  unjuft  attacks ;  as  long  as  there  i$ 
no  government  to  reftrain  them  by  rigorous  pu- 
nifhments,  and  of  courfe  to  prevent  the  reprifala 
of  the  Indians*  . 

Thefe  Indians  cultivate  the  land  with  more 
care  than  thofe  in  the  northern  ftates.  They 
keep  fuch  negroes  as  they  carry  away  in  their 
petty  wstrs,  or  thofe  who  defert  to  them*  They 
treat  them  as  Hayes,  but  behave  well  to  them ; 
are  fparing  of  them  in  labour^  and  ihare  ^^th 

Hh2  them 


them  flicff  6^n  food.  I  have  be^n  afftitci,  that 
there  ax*  fotnt  Ittdians  who  have  no  fewer  than 
thirty  negroes  2  theie  c^fry  the  J^roduee  of  thtii 
hufbandty  to  Penfacda,  by  whkh  means  Georgia 
is  deprived  of  cohfiderable  advantages. 

1  hdve  hedrd  an  ftnecdote  of  one  of  thefe  hi- 
drains,  wfeieh>  I  believe,  will  give  a  clear  idea  of 
Iheir  manner  of  thinking.  The  Greeks  had  ec- 
cafiOii  to  aflemble  fome  years  ago  concerning  si 
treaty  with  the  United  Slates :  fii^aji  oite  Ta- 
rASKiNx?,^  a  faliiouS'  Warrior  aii^ongft  thenir  who 
had  always  declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  iJnited 
States,  oppd^fed  ctery  aft  of  hostility  againft  &€iSi, 
and  was  confequcntly  wfel'l  known,  came  to  NcW 
York,  the  plaice  6f  meeting,  after  the  AflemHy 
had  already  been  opened.  He  there  found,  tfeat 
one  Mala^ky>  who  l^d  diftinguiihed  hinafetf 
hj  bis* inveteracy  agaiinft.  the  Umted  States>  md 
fry  the  mifcbiefs  he  had  done  them,  was  wett 
•treated,  and  even  eareffed  fey  the  Anielican  cdiii- 
miffioners.  This  cirfeHiijftainee  raifed  his  iiftfig- 
nation  to  fuch  a  degree^  thatjt  although  he  was 
hiiiiiclf  well-treatedy  he  left  the  Aflembly  alter 
tvro  days,  ^nd  became  an'  eneiny  to  the  States* 
This  iftdigniti<m  hai^  its^  fo«ndatidft  in  a.fttong 
fcntiment  of  h(^rio^ry  whieh  mail  make  eiviKzed 
fiates  bhrfb  for  the  failfehood  and  depntyi^  of 
their  policy #-       /  . 

The 
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The  avaricious  Georgians  are  not  cDntente4 
with  grafping  at  the  country  of  the  Indians ; 
many  of  them  look  on  Florida  already,  as  thcif 
lawful  property ;  and  thinfc  that  by  4  war,  they 
would  eafily  gratify  this  ambition  of  theirs ;  as 
the  fouthem  ftates  are  much  more  populous  than 
this  province.  It  is  to  be  confidered  how  little 
Spain  can  be  intereftcd  in  this  fmall  tra<ft  of 
country,  how  many  difputes  it  may  occafioUj 
and  what  jft. natural  boundary  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  form  for  the  United  States.  It  cannot 
but  be  wifhed  that  Spain,  with  a  ibrt  of  politic^ 
magnanimity,  may  give  up  this  country,  whiph 
is  nqt  an  advantageous  pofleffion  to  her,  and 
which  ill  all  probability  fhe  i^ay  T^ot  be  ^ble  %Q 
retain^ 

Thp  law  cpnceriiing  negroes  is  milder  in  Geor* 

gia  than  in  Carolinaj,  where  it  is  of  JEngUfti  priginj- 
But  here  it  is  thirty  years  younger,  and  therefor^ 
breathes  that  humanity,  vvhiph,  chara<flerifes  the 
latter  I^alf  of  the  prefent  century.     It  appear^  t<> 

me  in  fomo  refpe^s.  ^,  mUd  as  any  law  can  ever 
be  when  flavery  is;  pcrpiitt§d.  It  is  faid  that 
there  are  few  fevere  mailers  here  i  but  the  ncr 
groes  are  worfe  cloa,thed  and  fed  than  in  Caro- 
lina ;  and  even  there  their  elo?th\n^  and  food  ar? 
not  remarkably  good. 

Until   1/Q4  Augufta  was.  the  chief  town  of 
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Georgia :  next  to  Savannah  it  is  the  'largeft,  and 
the  only  place  that  carries  on  an  inland  trade, 
Louifville,  the  prcfent  feat  of  government,  con- 
fifts  only  of  about  thirty  houfes. 

Savannah  is  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Ef- 
taing  in  1778,  when  he  made  .an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack upon  it.  After  every  thing  1  have  heard 
from  eyc-witneiTes  concerning  that  affair,  I  am 
pofitive,  that  M.  d*Eftaing  might  have  furprifed 
the  town  w^ithout  waking  for  his  heavy  artillery : 

1 .  As  the  town,  at  his  arrival,  was  defencelefs, 

2.  That  he  Ihould  have  properly  finifhed  the 
Tegular  iiege,  as  he  had  once  entered  upon  it, 

3.  That  M.  d'Eftain^' would  certainly  have  ren- 
dered himfelf  mafter  of  the  town,  if,  after  the  firft 
iiimmons,  he  had  not  granted  General  Prevost 
an  armxftice  of  two  or  three  days ;  during  which 
time  the  latter  had  procured  reinforcements  from 
Beaufort,    and  doubled   his  means  of  defence. 

4.  He  would  have  fucceeded  in  the  attack,  if,  in- 
ftead  of  direfting  all  his  force  againft  one  ftrong 
redoubt,  he  had  penetrated  through  the  other 
fcattered  works  which  were  ill  defended.  The 
Englilh  in  that  cafe  would  have  been  forced  to 
quit  their  entrenchments,  and  an  engagement 
Vould  have  enliied,  in  which  the  French  and 
Americans,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  would 

have  been  viiftoriow.    The  inhabitants  recolleft 

with 
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With  gratitude  the  pains  which  M.  d'Eftaing  had 
taken  to  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lifti.  They  praife  the  valour  of  the  French  ;  but 
lament  that  M.  d'Eftaing,  on  granting  the  armif- 
tice  of  twenty- four  hours,  refufed  to  let  General 
Prevoflfs  lady  leave  the  town. 

The  fever  which  I  caught  in  Savannah  obliged 
me,  againft  my  will,  to  rclinquilh  an  excurfion 
into  the  back  country  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
which  I  had  previoufly  planned. 

1  departed  with  pleafure  from  this  town,  the 
climate,  and  fituation  of  which  oh  a  burning  fand 
render  it  fo  uncomfortable ;  and  where^the  fpirit 
of  difordei^  and  anarchy  muft  difguft  every  man  to 
whom  liberty  is  dear,  and  who  knows  that  it  can 
l^e  maintained  only  by  refpeAing  and  obeying  the 
laws. 

SPANISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

I  believe  that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  give 
the  accounts  which  I  collefted  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia  concerning  the  Spaniih  fettlements,  that 
border  on  the  United  States.  The  river  Apala- 
chicola,  runs  between  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida: 
the  Miflifippi  divides  Weft  Florida  from  Louiii- 
ana. 

Eaft  Florida  is  thinly  inhabited.  When  it  be- 
Ipnged  to  England,  feveral  rice-plantations  were 
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pftabliflicd  on .  a  large  fcale,  and  with  fucccfs. 
There  are  alfo  plantations  of  cotton,  which  arc 
very  productive .  It  appears,  that  a  great  quantity 
of  land  is  applied  to  thefc  ufes,  and  that  eixn 
pine-barrens  might  be  improved  fc>r  this  purpofe, 
though  many  inhabitants  think,  that  the  fandy 
ibil  would  not  be  able  to  produce  cotton.  Moft 
of  the  planters  left  E^ft  Florida  after  the  peace  of 
1783,  when  il  was  ceded  by  England  to  Spain. 
Some  trifling  culture  is  however  yet  carried  on 
by  a  few  Englifh  families,  who  have  not  left  the 
country.  Few  ,Spanifli  families  live  in  Florida. 
The  befl  rice-land  lies  north  of  the  province,  near 
the  river  St.  Mary.  Tbere  are  alfo  good  fwamps 
oft  the  banks  of  the  rivers  towards  the  fouth, 
efpecially  on  the  rivi^r  St.  John.  This  river  runs 
along  the  coaft,  parallel  with  the  fea,  from  fouth 
to  north ;  or  rather  confifts  of  feveral  lakes.  It 
i§  navigable  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  and  of 
courfe  can  carry  away  the  wood  which  grows 
here  in  abundance,  and  which  can  eafily  float 
into  it  on  the  fmall  creeks.  The  trees  that  grow 
in  Florida  are  live-oak,  red  and  white  oaks,  cy- 
prefs,  hickory,  red  and  white  cedar,  and  the  cu- 
cumber-tree :  they  are  all  very  large.  The  river 
St.  John  can  be  even  united  with  the  fea,  on  the 
fouth-weft  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  in  Charlotte 
Bay,  by  means  of  the  river  Coloofehatche,  and  of 

a  canal 
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a  papal  eigjit  or  ten  fpilcs  in  Icjjgtlj,  whiclj  ^^fP^ld 
run  through  the  marlhes.  P)r  thefe  means  a  4^??^ 
paffage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  become  prafticable  and  eafy;  ^n4  ^he 
wood  which  flipuld  not  be  ufed  in  FlQrj44,  fPight 
foon  be  conveyed  to  the  iflands. 

St.  AuguftiQ  15  a  very  fmall  town,  whiclj  has 
but  one  ftreet.  It  lies  pn  a  better  foil  th^n 
Charlefton  or  Savannah.  Veffels  drawing  more 
than  ten  feet  water  cannot  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour.  The  tide  riies  pi^ly  to  thirteen  or  four* 
teen  feet.     The  climate  is  healthier  than  that  of 

I 

Charlefton,  on  account  of  the  trade- winds,  which 
conftantly  cool  the  air.  It  carrier  on  its  princir 
pal  trdde  with  Savannah  and  (Charlefton,  to  whicl> 
places  it  fends  the  produdls  qf  fhc  If avannah^ 
which  are  depolited  here.  It  is  fupplied  wit^ 
J^nglifli  goods  from  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

The  Lemencluka  Indians,  a  fmall  tribe  of 
Creeks,  have  a  village  of  about  one  hundre4 
houses  in  Tufcavilla  on  pQlycr|fk.  They  hftyo 
fome  fmaller  ones  on  the  fea-coaft,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Eaft  Florid^L.  T!^e  Ibore  of  Weft  Florida 
riies  perpendicularly  over  thp  fpa,  and  is  healtl^y:. 
It  is  confidently  faid  that  the  land  at  the  moutlv 
of  the  Miffifippi  has  increafe(i  to  the  diftance  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  fince  the  firft  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  th^t  place.     This  l^ncL  how- 

'.  ■..  .       i 
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ever,  which  is  .becoming  firmer,  every  year,  is  not 
yet  fufficiently  fecure.  South-weft  winds  genc- 
lully  blow  here.  Hurricanes  ieldom  happen ;  and 
they  come  from  the  fouth-caft. 

The  land  between  the  Miflifippi  and  Betekfoha 
is  excellent.  The  natural  produfts  arc  a  fort  of 
large  rceds>  hickory,  cedar,  and  cyprefs,  which 
are  very  Iprge :  it  has  excellent  meadows,  which 
yield  very  ftrong  grafs;  and  it  is  fit  for  every 
kind  of  cultivation.  From  Betekfoha  to  Pearl- 
river  the  land  is  not  fo  good.  It  has  the  lame 
kind  of  trees,  ivith  oaks  of  different  forts ;  but 
few  live-oaks.  From  Pearl-river  to  Eaft  Florida, 
the  country  confifts  of  a  rich  land,  which  might 
be  cultivated  to  advantage.  It  produces  many 
trees,  particularly  live-oak,  which  grow  here  to 
»  very  large  fize. 

I  giye  this  fketch  by  way  of  introdudlion,  in 
order  to  be  better  underftood.  It  is,  upon  the 
whole,  correal ;  though  not  fufficiently  difHnft 
in  every  particular.  All  the  land  that  lies  on  the 
rivers  is  of  the  beft  quality. 

There  are  many  habitations  along  the  Miffi- 
£ppi.  Some  French  families  ftill  dwell  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis.  There  are  con- 
iiderable  fcttlements  along  the  river  Mobile,  at 
the  Bay  of  Penfacola,  and  on  the  other  rivers. 
Although  thefe  provinces  have  belonged  to  Sjpain 

for 
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for  thirteen  years,  yet  there  arc  very  few  Spani* 
ards  here.  Such  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  Louifiana. 
Except  the  military,  cuftom-houfe  officers,  and ' 
perfons  holding  places  under  government,  there 
are  not  perhaps  a  hundred  Spanifh  families 
throughout  this  large  plain.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  confifts  chiefly  of  French,  who  had 
fettled  here  originally,  and  of  Germans,  who  have 
remained  here,  after  the  ceffion  of  the  country  to 
Spain.  Some  French,  Englifti,  and  Spanifh  fami- 
lies, are  proprietors  of  lands,  but  they  are  few* 
Almoft  all  the  lands  belong  to  the  Crown,  which 
neither  fells  nor  grants  them  for  a  ground-rent, 
but  always  gives  them  away  at  pleafure.     This 

power  refts  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  who 

*  

receives  money  for  it,  but  who  infurcs  the  poiTef^ 
fion  only  fo  long  as  he  holds  his  fituation. 

There  are  few  monks  or  priefts  in  Florida  and 
Louifiana.  Ifrom  every  thing  I  have  heard,  reli- 
gion does  not  appear  to  be  predominant.  It  has, 
however,  fome  influence ;  and  French  philofophy 
would  find  here  many  opponents. 

The  rivers  all  flow  from  north  to  ibuth,  and 
not  very  rapidly.  The  tide  comes  up  a  confidcf- 
able  way  into  them.  Vefl!els  can  fail  fixty  or  fc- 
vcnty  miles  up  Pearl-river.  The  weftern  branch 
of  the  river  Mobile  is  navigable  for  one  hundred 
milesj  and  the  eaftern  two  hundred :  the  Appa- 

lachicola 
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lacbicola  two  hUndredt  All  th^fe  rivers  rife  iri 
Georgia,  w  here,  with  the  exception  of  ai  few  ob- 
ibui^ions,  they  are  navigable. 

The  harbour  of  Penfacola  is  one  of  the  beft  m 
3ll  North  America.  The  entrance  is  fafe ;  and 
the  water,  even  at  the  keys,  is  always  five  fathoms 
0eep.  At  Mobile  the  water  at  ebb  is  ten,  and  at 
flood-tide  fourteen  feet  deep.  At  New  Orleans 
there  is  between  fourteen  and  fixteen  feet  of 
water ;  but  the  navigable  channel  is  narrow,  ^nd 
the  entrance  difficult.  On  every  part  of  the  coaft 
there  are  numbers  of  fmall  bays. 

It  is  not  fo  hot  in  Wefl  Florida  as  in  Carolina, 
notwithflanding  its  iituation  being  fo  much  more 
Southerly.  Between  the  Miffifippi  •■■k  and  Mo- 
bile intermitting  and  bilious  fevers  prevail  in  au- 
tumn, ifrom  the  river  Mobile  to  Eail  Fiori4a  the 
.country  is  very  healthy. 

In  many  parts  of  Wefl:  Florida,  and  particularly 
in  the  Natches,  which  lie  within  the  territory  of 
Georgia,  and  to  which  place  the  richnefs  of  the 
foil  has  invited  many  inhabitants  from  Florida, 
rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  indigo,  ?ire  cult;ivat?d. 
The  indigo;  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  New 
Orleans  indigo,  is  of  a  vqry  good  kind ;  it  is  jn-? 
ferior  to  that  of  St.  Dox^ingo,  but  much  better 
than  that  of  Carolina.  It  is  faid,  that,  if  more 
care  were  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  feed 

*  m 
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IjTOUght  more  frequently  from  Guatimala,  this  m^ 
digo  would  be  almoft  as  good  as  that  of  St  Do* 
mingo. 

It  maft  be  a  matter  of  forprize,  to  find  that  the 
"Whok  of  Weft  Florida,  which  belongs  to  Spain, 
Is  fupplied  with  EWopean  goods  from  England* 
This,  however,  is  true ;  and  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  lazinefs  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Crown  has 
granted  to  two  Eng'lifli  houfes,  one  of  which 
trades  under  the  firm  of  Penton  and  ErmeS, 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  fupplying  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  a^  well  as  the  Indians,  witM 
European  commodities;  which  puts  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli  the  whole  of  the  peltry  trade, 
cVcn  in  the?parts  which  border  on  Augufta.  They 
deal  much  more  honourably  in  their  barter  thaii 
the  Georgians,  are  better  fupplied  with  comrao*- 
dities,  and,  on  that  account,  the  IndianiS  readily 
trade  with  them.  This  privilege  does  not  extend 
to  New  Orleans.  Every  year  fome  fhips,  which! 
fupply  the  Havannah,  come  to  New  Orleans,  but! 
they  bring  very  inadequate  cargoes,  lb  that  the 
l^panilh  fcttleraents  on  the  Illinois  get  all  theiif 
European  goods  from  Montreal. 

There  is  a  faft  ftill  more  recent,  which  poiritf 
out  the  bad  policy,  whereby  the  Spaniards  grvnc 
tip  dJl  pow^r  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.  The 
©drernor  of  New  Orleans  has  given  to  the  Eng- 
'  lilh 
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lilh  houfe  of  Tod e  and  Coi  (who  carry  dn  the 
peltry  trade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Miflifippi, 
Ibclow  the  lakes)  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trad* 
ing  for  fkins  with  the  Indians^  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  MiiTouri ;  by  which  means  the  Englilh 
are  in  poffefficm  of  the  moft  important  part  of 
this  river,  and  they  have  opened  a  trade  with  fe- 
veral  nations.  This  privilege  has  been  purchafed 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans  for  the  fum 
of  twenty  thouland  pounds  fterling.     From  this 
^  circumftance  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  flug- 
gifhnefs  and  avarice  of  the  Spaniih  government 
and  its  agents,  which  the  adivity  of  the  EJnglilh 
fails  not  to  turn  to  their  profit.     It  is  high  time 
that  this  country,  even  for  thd  benefit  of  Spain, 

«/  ■'  ^iiiiii   mini  II   '    "•  •  -    'im  y  ^ 

fliould  come  into  the  pofi!effion  of  Fran  eg.  Should 
Spain  keep  it  much  longer,  England  will  foon 
obtain  it.  In  fad:,  Ihe  partly  poflfeflres  it  already, 
there  being  feveral  Englilh  garrifons  ftationed 
upon  the  Spanifli  territories  along  the  Miflifippi ; 
and  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  ter- 
^%.  -  xitory  throughout  this  immenfe  diftridl,  ib  rich 
in  ikins,  are  unacquainted  with  any  bujt  Engliih 
traders.  When,  the  Englifh  Ihall  have  eftabliflicd 
^hemfelves  fi:ill  more  firmly  in  this  trade,  they 
will  become  more  important,  and  then  the  rich 
Spanilh  fettlenients  in  Mexico  will  not  be  long 
iecure.     This  opinion,  which  to  me' appears  vcrf 
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dear^  Ihould  be  eftabliihed  beyond  a  doubt  by 
Frenchmen,  who  penetrate  farther  into  the  t:oim- 
try  than  I  have  done.  It  is  fufEcient  here  to  fay, 
that,  contrary  to  the  aflertion  of  fbme  Americans, 
the  Miilifippi  is  navigable  as  far  as  Kentucky  and 
the  Illinois ;  and  that  the  vefTels,  which  carry  the 
products  of  thefc  countries  to  New  Orleans,  may 
take  back  European  commodities,  which,  by  this 
means,  wo^ld  be  cheaper  than  thofc  brought 
from  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic 

The  commercial  advantages,  which  Louifiana 
holds  out  to  an  aftive  and  intelligent  riatiom,  are 
uncommonly  great.  It  might  furnifh  the  moft 
durable  wood  of  every  fort,  for  Ihip-building  and 
mafts.  I  have  been  informed  by  an  engineer, 
who  had  been  in  the  Englilh  fervice  during  the 
laft  war  in  Florida,  and  who  was  defirous  of  de;- 
moliihinga  fort  that  had  been  built  by  the  French 
at  Penfacola  in  168O,  that  he  found  the  wood  of 
it  as  free  from  injury,  and  as  found  as  if  it  had 
been  felled  the  preceding  day ;  and  that  he  could 
make  ufe  of  it  all  in  conftrufting  a  ftronger  fort* 
Louifiana  could  fupply  the  French  colonies  with 
entire  houfe?  in  frame,  which  will  be  much 
wanted  there  on  the  return  of  peace ;  and  which 
might  be  had  at  an  eafier  and  cheaper  rate  from 
that  country  than  from  the  province  of  Mainej, 

the  North  riven    They  could  have  Ihingks  of 
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iyptcik  iiii  cftddf  Ibngcf,  thicket,  dfid  fit  dmei 
moffe  durable  than  thofc  of  fir,  thit  arc  bfOught 
ffotti  the  north-eaft  paYt  of  Arti6rica,  Whicfi  ^e 
not  able  to  reflft  tfee  ^teiquen^  hurficarics  that 
happen  in  our  iflaiids,  aAd  bftehi  ifi  one  night j 
cany  ax^ay  the  roOfs  of  many  houfes.  FroM 
Louifiana  might  alfo  be  brought  hemp,  flax,  anc!, 
confequfently,  rOpe^  and  fail-cloth  in  ablmdafite ; 
and  like  wife  tiles,  which  are  already  manufac^ 
tured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Orleans, 
^hey  rtii'ght  ^ci  dbundah6e  of  f af  frohi  the  firs 
ffiat  grow  htef e  in  gVeat  numbers,  .  Saltpetre,  it 
isaffert6d,  may  bfe  found  in  many  places';  and 
there  are  riiany  lead  arid  iron  mines,  the  working 
of  which  would  not  be  attended  vS^ith  much  dif- 
ficulty.  The  ,ri<ie  in  Louifiana  is  very  good ;  it 
is  cultivated  to  a  cohfiderable  extent'  near  the 
liiiffifippi ;  it  is  eveh  faid  that  they  plant  it  there 
On  dry  ground.  Wheat,  Iiidiah'com,  and  grain 
of  every  fort,  grows  alfo  here  in  great  quantities. 
The  depot  to  be  formed  at  NeW  Oceans  oif^  all 
thefe  produds  of  the  w^ftem  l^ates  of  America 
would  neceflarily  fccure  the  fupply  to  the  iflands ; 
and  the  barter  carried  on  with  thefe  ftatcs^  which 
Ihould  furnifh  themfelves  with  European  goods 
at  New  Orleans,  would  form  a  political  con- 
nexion; which  no  nation,  to  which  Louifiana  be- 
longed, ought  to  riegle<ft.     This  large   colony 

would 
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wbuld  fupj^ly  the  mother  coantry  witii  filler  to- 
bacco that!  that  of  Vii^ginia,  and  with  all  the 
ikins  which  are  now  coUedled  by  the  EngUih 
coippanies.  In  fhort,  the  produftions.of  LxMiifl^  , 
kna^.  and  its  trade  to  Europe  lying  cor^ftantly. 
open,  would  give  rife  to  a  barter  with  the  Spaniih 
colonies,  from  which  it  would  be  eafy  to  receive  :. 
<cochineal,  log-woodj  chocolate,  vpijilla>  t^tiie4 
leAtberi  Havannah  tobacco,  Guatimala  indigo,  &<:•  v;  %^ 
To  this  lift  of  pirodu&ons  many  more  might  be  '->  ^^ 
added.  But  the  above  articles  will  ferve  to  ^iyc  ; 
ian  idea  of  the  great  refources  of  Louifiana.  -  Oil  "^^^ 
and  wine  migh]t  certainly  be  cultivated  to  great 
ad  vintage.  Fjr^lly^^  the  poffeffion  of  Louifiana 
by  the  FrencJb  would  fet  bounds  to  the  childiih 
avarice  of  the  Americans,  who  wifh  to  grafo  it  \ 
cvcr^  thing:  an  avarice  arifing  more  froM  a  reft- 
Ids  charatfter,  than  from  political  views^  which 
prevents  them  from  fixing  themfel ves  in  any  new*  ^ 
C^ate,  which  injures  their  real  -ftrength,  and  diA  * , 
turbs  their  neighbours*  Befides,  it  muft  be  con-  •'' 
fidcred,  thdt  thft  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  wcaknefs,  will  always  continue  more  ftiehdly  ^^ 
to  a  nation,  that  has  the  power  of  injuring  them, 
than  one  that  has  not,  and  that  can  only  offer 
them  advantages.  A  generous  nation  will  never 
abufo  fuch  a  power,  which  it  would  feel  itfclf 
Vol.  II.  li         .  interefted 
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mtc^efied  in  turning  to  the  real  advantajge  of  tfitf 
United  States  • 

One  word  iriore  concerning  the  Indians.  All 
of  thcfe,  who  have  had  "any  dealings  with  the 
Fretich,  prefer  them  to  any  other  people.  The 
French  behaved  to^  them  with  fuch  magnanirnity, 
beilevolence,  and  honotir,  that  the  Indians  ule 
ftill  to  fay  to  the  Englifti-^— ^*  You  are  our  bro- 
thers ;  the  French  -werie  otir  fathers/*  Thk  fcn- 
tirnent  is  not  ^et  extinguiilied>  although  it  is  {o 
iong  fince  they  had  any  tranfaciions  with  each 
other.*  At  prefent  they  almoft  all  depend  on 
England ;  but  upon  the  llighteft  favourable  oc- 
currence* they  might  eafily  be  gained  over  to 
France.  This  is  the  prevailing  fentiment  among 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  who  call  Florida  the 
Frencb  country.. 

The  Spanifli  gdvernment  in  Louifiana  and  Flo- 
rida is  not  fo  intolerant  as  ufual,  but  is  deficient 
m  ftrength,  as  the  military  force  Confifts  of  no 
more  than  three  pr  four  thoufand  men,  whaoc* 
Gupy  fome  forts  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans-. 
Indians  and  Americans  are  on  good-  terms  with 
the  Spaniards;  but  none  of  thefe  parties  eftcem 
the  other  as  important  friends  or  dangerous  ene- 
mies. The  prevailing  opinion,  of  the  wcakncis 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  want  of  lupport.  which 
.    .-  the 
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the  mhabitants  experience,  beget  a  predlleftion 
for  England,  under  the  government  of  which 
country  they  w6udci.not  be  Ieft:withoutfupportt 
hut  in  reality  they  wifli  for  the  protecftion  of 
France :  they* are  Frenchmen,  and  as  attached  to 
their  country  as  if  they  formed  a  part  of  it. 

France,  therefore,  is  in  the  moft  favourable 
fituation  of  any  country  in  the  world,  to  obtain 
t/c^uifikna  from  Spain.  Spain  gets  nothing  thence 
hut  timber,  and  in  faft-on'ly  gives  a  wider  range 
Co  Englifli  adivity.  Nay,  the  Englifti  would 
difpoflefs  her  of  Louifiana,  if  Ihelhould  wifti  to 
retain  it,  und  they  fhould  not  change  their  politi- 
cal fyftem,  which  is  highly  improbable.  France 
is,  an  die  contrary,  ric|ji,  aftive,  abounding. ia 
tnanufadrurcs,  and  would  fpeedily-  organize  all 
thefe  eftfibHflaments;  Many  families  who  are  in 
y^ant  of  every  thing  in  France,  and  whom  the 
revolution  has  rendered  refldefs  and  uiicaiy,  might 
be  lent  hither.  By  lands  granted  them,  their  litu* 
atibn  would  be  rendered  comfortable^  and  their 
mind  eafy  and  virtuous;  which  is  the  cafe  with 
many  foreigners,  who  come  every  :year  to  fettle 
in  the  United  States;  who,  when  they  becoriic 
pofleflcd  of  property,  forget,  the.  vices,  wMck 
caufed  many  of  them  to  emigrate*.  -  ^ 
•  For  all  thefe  accounts  concerning'  Florida  and 
Louifiana?  I  am  indebted  to  general  oi&cers,  mer-- 

I  i  2  chanti. 
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chantSi  and  ettgincers,  who  haye  become  Amen»-* 
cans ;  but  who,  until-  the  ceffion  of  Louifianst 
to  Spain,  were*  in-  the  Kn^i£k  ibrvicc.  Ohe  of 
them  wa^  itirveyttf-general,  and  poflcfles  fhe  moft 
J>effc6fe  mlap  of  Weft  Florida  that  can  be  wiflicd 
:fer »     He  has  p9bjp<5ted  it  hkniel^^;.  on-  a^lar^  icalc. 

kKTURN  To  CHARLESTON. 

On  f^e  :id  of  May,  I  emb^k^d  oa  board  the 
l^vannahi  l^aeket,^  one  of  the  brigs  that  are  con- 
fiantly  pamflg"bd8Wecti  Savantiali  atid  Charlefton.^ 
Thefe  vfeffels  geHtraHy  befcng  to  the  Captains. 
They  make  about'  thirty-five^  voyagfes  inr  a*  year ; 
are  always  ladctir;  and  yield' Very  confiderable  pro- 
fib;     The  i?eight-  fblt^  a^  fealfe  of  cotton,  or  *  fiogf- 
head  of  tobacco,  fe  tferefe  dbllarsi     The  captains 
^an  thefe  veSels  tvith  negro  flavcs>  that  belong 
to  them ;  and  confccjuently  thcii^  €re\¥  is  flowv 
tinmmiageable,  wad  body  according  to  die  known, 
quialities  of  npe^tMSs-.     Their  food,  thcoughottt  the 
whble  year;  confifis  in  bad  peafe>  w&kh  »e  mea* 
i^ed-  but  to  idiem  wkk  the  utmb^  padimony^ 
0Ql  eon£dei^g  their  fiugspiifiiii  maxmet  of  woddng 
tibtf  ffeiip  in  fair  weather",  the*  idea  of  being  at  fca 
^ith  fddi?  perfom  cannot  but  be  frightful  when 
the  fiifety  of  the  veflfel  depends  upoa  thfc  quick- 
befe  of  a  tack.  We  were  two^  days  upost  our  voy- 
age, which  was  long  forjthii  fcafon  t  part  of  the^ 
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^ttflic,  wc  were  becalmed ;  and  wjben  we  reached 
the  bar  of  Gharlcfton  on  Monday  at  fiinfet,  wc 
were  obliged  to  wait  till  the  fcdlawiag  day,  be? 
.fore  w^e  Goyild  pafs  aver.  The  bar  at  Savajmah> 
where  there  ^re  always  four  fatiiionis  of  water,  c^^i' 
J)e  pajSed  by  ^mall  xtjSl^s  ^  a^y  timieu 

On  my  return  from  $ayanaah,  ^  fpaxt  threie 
.weeks  more  ;^t  Charleftq^,  and  added  ^confidera?* 
My  to  the  information,  which  I  had-GoUefted  ox^ 
jny  firfl:  journey.  The  inh^bit^ts,  who  were  ija 
jBL  condit^ion  to  give  me  ^ny  intelligence,  did  it 
iaithfidly.  I  ftlfo  made  fome  excursions  into  the 
Surrounding  country,  which  enabled  me  to  afcj^ 
vtain  the  truth  of  my  former  iufprmatio^. 

South  Carolina  is  by  mature  divided  into  the 
XJpper  aad  the  Lower,  by  mea];is  of  the  Appala- 
ichian,  or  Alleghany  mountains.  The  fame  di* 
yiiioa  tabss  place  in  Virginia,  North  CaroliuJ^ 
4ind  Georgia ;  ,a  diviApn,  which  is  loon  diftin* 
^ifljcd  Jby  ,the  quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  cUr 
'mate.  ^ 

I  believe  that  tlie  whoie  of  Lower  Carolina  ha£ 
^en  covered  with  water.  My  jeafon  for  »this 
ppiuion  is,  that  there  are  no  ftoncs  to  be  found 
.any  where  in  the  ground ;  and  uppn  digging  it 
up,  there  are  layers  of  fca-ihells^  and  often  petri- 
fied fifh,  in  the  middle  of  the  fand.  Entire  oyfter- 
^i]J^lie  atfuch.i^  diftaace  (fixty  or  eighty  miles) 

Jiji  from 
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from  the  feav:tHat  it  cannot  poffibly  be  fuppoiiei^ 
they  were  placed  there  by  men.  One  of  thefc 
banks  is  more  than  fifty  miles  in  extent,  and  con- 
tains a  kmd  of  oyfter^  which  is  much  larger  thnn 
any  that  are  found  on  the  coaft,  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent. It  lies  in  a  fouth-weftern  dire^ion  from 
the  river  Santee  in  South  Carolina  to  the  river 
Oconee  in  Georgia  acrofs  the  Savannah. 
'  There  is  frefh  water  ten  or  twelve  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth :  and  fuch  wells  only  as 
iare  funk  very  near  the  fea,  contain  fome  fait- 
water,  which  may  have  found  its  way  into  them 
from  the  fea. 

The  land  in  Lower  Carolina  is  alfo  divided 
into  fwamps,  marfhes,  and  high  land.  The 
fwamps,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  arc  of  two 
kinds,  namely,  either  fuch  as  are  watered  by  frcih 
-yvater,  and  by  the  flood- tide ;  they  both  ferve  for 
the  cultivation  of  rice  and  hemp.  The  foil  of 
thefeas  a  rich  blue  clay,  or  a  fine  black  earth: 
on. digging  ever  fo  deep  you  find  conftantly  the 
fame  earth.  .  Imrrierife  trunks  of  trees  are  often 
found  in  the  ground,  which  appear  to  have  lain 
there  tor  ages :  you  cannot  however  dig  very  deep, 
on  account  of  the  water  oozing  through  it  every 
where.  The  fwamps,  before  they  were  cleared, 
produced  cyprefs,  fir,  and  reed. 

The  rice,  which  is  principally  cviltivated  here, 

'  •.  is- 
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isibwn  in  April  and  May.  The  ground  is  turned 
up  eight  or  nine  inches  deep. in  furrows;  into 
whioh  the  rke  is  thrown  bjr  a  woman,  in  the 
feme  manner  as  corn  is  Jfown,  and  the  negroes 
fill  them  up.  Thefe  three  operations  take  place 
at  the  fame  time.  The  feedfwoman  affords  em-^ 
ployment  to  twenty-fivp  labourers,  nwny  of  whom 
are  women.  \    , .  ■ 

.  The  feed  Ihoots  up  in  ten  or  twelve  dayK; 
according  as  the  ground  is  more  ot  lefs  wet. 
Wlacn  the  blade  is  from  fix  to  fcven  inches  high/ 
and  after  the  negroes  have  cleared  away  the  weeds, 
the  water  is  made  to  flow  over  the  field,  fo  that 
no  more  than  the  tops  of  the  rblade-can  be  feen* 
The  rice  then  growb,  but  the  weeds  flill  fprout 
up.  Ih  three  or  four  weeks  more  the  water  is 
let  off,  and  the  negroes  take  g.way  the  remaining 
weedsi  They  cover  the  field  again  with  water; 
whifch  is  drawn  off  before  the  crop  is  cut.  The 
yellow  colour  of  the  ear  and  the  hardnefs  of  the 
ftalk,  denote  the  ripenefs  of  the  rice.  It  is  then 
cut,:  and  kept  in  flacks  till  winten 

It  is  afterwards  threfhed,  and  put  into  a  fmall 
wooden  houfe,  which  is  fome  feet  high,  and  refts 
upon  four  pillars ;  and  in  the  ceiling  of  which  is 
faflcned  a  large  fieve.  The  rice  is  thrown  into 
the  fieve,  which  feparates  it  from  the  other  parts, 
end  the  wind  cleans  it  perfe<ftly  before  it  falls  to 

Hi  the 


48S  TKATELS  T|I^Qna]ff 

tbc  ground.  The  rice,  after  being  thus  ciea|ie4 
muft  be  freed  from  the  firft  ihell  that  furround$ 
it.  For  this  purpofc  it  is  carried  to  a  mill ;  the 
grinders  of  which  are  made  of  fir,  and  arc  about 
four  inches  thick  and  two  and  a  half  in  diameter : 
one  is  moveable>  the  other  fixed.  They  are  both 
fcooped  out  in  an  oblique,  yet  concentric  forai ; 
againft  the  edges  thus  formed  the  ripe  is  preffed, 
and  by  that  means  feparated  from  the  huiks. 
Thcfe  mills  arc  turned  by  a  negro.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  motion,  and  the  fbft  wood  of  which 
they  are  made,  they  do  not  laft  longer  than  one 
year ;  during  which  time  they  require  frequent 
repairs.  Thcf  rice  is  wijinowed  as  foon  as  it 
comes  from  the  mill.  But  ftill  it  has  a  fecond 
ihell  which  niuft  be  taken  off  j  and  this  is  done 
by  the  negroes  pounding  it  with  clubs ;  a  work 
as  laborious  as  that  of  tiiming  the  mill.  Several 
of  thefe  clubs  are  put  in  motion  by  a  kind  of  mill 
whicSh  is  turned  by  oxen.  After  the  rice  is  more 
or  lefs  pounded,  it  is  winnowed  again,  in  order 
to  clean fe  it  from  the  fecond  Ihell:  and  it  is 
put  into  anpther  fieye,  for  the  purpofe  of  fepa- 
rating  the  fmall  from  the  larger  grams.  The 
laft  only  are  faleable.  Whether  thefe  are  well 
feparated  or  not,'  niuft  depend  on  the  honefty  of 
the  planters  :  who  themfclvcs  acknowledge,  that 
fmce  t)jc  price  of  rice  has  been  fo  high,  and  the 

demand 
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Remand  fo  great,  they  have  not  been  very  Icru- 
pulous  in  this  refpcdt.  In  South  Carolina,  a^ 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  good  quality  of  rice 
as  of  tobacco.  The  rice  deftined  for  fale  is  packed 
Tip  in  barrels,  offered  to  the  infpeAion  of  the 
officer  appointed  for  that  purpofc,  and  thcii  ex* 
ported* 

I  have  mentioned  General  Wafliington's  ma- 
chinery:  this  is  but  little  knoyvn  in  Carolina,  and 
too  dear  for  the  planters ;  who  for  a  long  time  to 
come  will  only  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  manner 
juft  defer ibed, 

Before  the  blade  grows  up,  it  is  attacked  by 
fmall  worms,  which  gnaw  the  root.  It  is  alfo 
frequently  injured  by  little  fifhes,  that  live  in  the 
water  which  covers  the  fwamps.  The  rice  lA 
then  only  defended  by  the  heron  (ardca  alba  n:)i- 
nor),  ^yhicI^  feeds  on  thefe  little  worms  and  fifties ; 
and  on  this  account  is  fpared  by  the  planters  as 
much  as  the  turkey  buzzard  is  by  the  town's- 
people. 

When  the  rice  is  ripe,  it  is  aiTailed  by  innu* 
merable  quantities  of  fmair  birds,  which  arc 
known  in  Carolina  by  the  name  of  rice-birds. 
The  young  negroes,  who  are  conftantly  kept 
there,  frighten  them  away :  this  is  a  better  me- 
thod  than  fhooting  them ;  yet  thefe  voracious 
birds  cannot  be  entirely  kept  off.  The  rice  may  ^ 
'•". be 
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be  prefervcd  a  long  time  in  the  ihells;  and  with* 
out  them  it  is  liable  tq  he  attacked  by  the  corn-r 
worm, 

The  fwartips  yield  between  fifty  and'  eighty 
buftiels  of  rice  an  aci^,  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  foil.  Sometimes  one  hundred  and  twenty 
bufliels  have  been  produced  from  an  acre ;  but  inT 
fiances  of  this  kind  happen  feldom.  Twenty 
bulhels  of  ric£,  ivtth  the  Ihdls,  weigh  about  five 
hundred  pounds..  Without  the  fliells,  thefe  twenty 
lyiakc  but  eight  bulheLs,  without  however  lofmg 
much  in  w^eight.  The  ftraw  is  given  to  oxen 
and  horfes. 

The  marlhes^  which  are  the  fecond  kind  of 
land  in  South  Carolina,  produce  nothing  but  very 
coarfc  grafs,  but  in  great  abundance.  They  lie 
frequently  under  water ;  but  they  could  be  well 
drained,  and  then  they,  would  yield  a  better  grafs. 
Some  of  them  lying  in  a  high  fituation  produce 
h^ijop,  Indian-corn,  and  barley^ 

The  high  land  is  of  various  kinds  ;  and,  accord-^ 
ing  to  the.  quality  of  its  foil,  produces  hickory 
and  oak,  or  only  fir ;  and  this  laft  fort  of  land  is 
commonly  called  pine-barrens.  Hitherto  this  land 
has  been  negle^led,  but  unjuftly  ;  for  it  might  be 
turned  into  corn  and  meadow  groimd.  The  tall 
firs  and  thick  grafs,  which  grow  there,  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil ;  which  is  un-» 

queftionabljF 
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qucftlonabiy  proved  by  fome  places  that  Jhave 
been  cultiyated.  The  richnefs  of  the  fwamps, 
which,  can  be  applied  fo  advalntageoufly  to  the 
pultivation-.  of  rice, .  and  the  i^nt  of  hands  to 
clear  new  lands,  cauft  the  molt  unfavourable  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  the  pine-barrens ;  which  in 
other  refpeifts  are  of  various  kinds,  and  few  of 
which  woidd, have  remained' in  Europe  unculti- 
vated. 

The  rice  can  only  be  cultivated  by  negroes ; 
and  the  population  of  white  people  /nuft  de- 
creafe  in  a  land  of  flavcry,  where  it  is  a  degrada- 
tion for  a  white  man  to  work.  Slavery,  there- 
fore, confirms. the  planter  in  his  prejudice  for 
rice ;  and  the  cultivation  .of  rice,  on  the  other 
hand,  attaches  hini  to  flavery. 
V  ^  It  will  i-ppear  fomewhat  paradoxical,  when  I 
aflert  that  the  cultivation  of  rice  is  the  worft,  and 
the  leaft  productive  fpccies  of  agriculture  in  Ca- 
rqlina.  The  conftant  wetnefs  of  the  la,nd  is  the 
caufe  of  the.  great  mortality  which  prevails  there ; 
and  the  treafutes  of  Peru  w'ould  be  purchafed  at 
too  dear  a  rate,  for^  one-tenth  of  the  difeales 
caufed  by  the  fwamps..  But  laying  this  afide, 
the  culture  of  rice  is  not  very  produdive,  '  Not 
the  prefent,  but  the  ufual  price  of  rice  muft  be 
tiaken  into  calculation.  Three  years  ago  a  hun- 
dred-weight was  worth  between  feven  and  eight 
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Ihiltings.  >  I  take  it  at  ten  fhillings^  and  thus  raiic 
tht  p^cc  by  a  fifth.  In  a  plantation  of  fcycnty 
negroes,  no  more  thla  forty  of  them  work;  the 
reft  are  bid,  iick,  children,  fcrvants,  .&c.  Every 
black  labourer,  on  an  average,  produpes  fcarcely 
ftvcn  barrels  of  rice.  A  barrel  Is  worfii  fouf 
pound  ten  Ihilljngs,  or  nineteen  doiivs  twenty* 
jciffht  oents.  The  value  of  fewn  barrels,  thercr 
^ore,  is  thirty-one  pounds  ten  fliillings,  or  one 
hundred  and  thirty -three  dpUars  ninety-fix  cents. 
Frorn  this  muft  be  deduced  the  wages  of  the 

overfeers.  At  the  loweft  calculation  tjbiis  amounts 

'  it.  •  •       „     -    .      . .    . .    ■-     • 

to  fixtcen  poOnds,  or  eighty  dollars :  add  to  this, 
as  the  expcnce  attending  tlip  difcafes  of  negroes^ 
thirty  pounds,  or  onp  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
ddBars ;  the  tax  of  one  dollar  for  ever}''  negro,  fe- 
venty  dollars ;  laiily  the  cloathing,  which,  at  one 
pound  for  each  negro,  amounts  to  fevcnty  pounds, 
or  three  htmdred  dollars,  which  muft  be  deduded 
from  five  thoufand  three  hundr<ed  and  fift}^» 
Therc  remains  a  neat  overplus  of  four  thoufauad 
icvcn  hundred  and  fcvcnty-two  dollars ;  whidi, 
divided  by  fevcnty,  the  numbi^r  of  negroes,  yields 
a  clear  profit  of  fixty-eight  dollars  per  head ;  for 
the  fields  with  Indian-corn,  which  are  cultivated 
befides  the  rice  fwamps,  ferve merely  for  the  fub* 
silence  of  the  flaves.  The  forty  working  negroes, 

;or  fevcnty  flaves,  cannot  cultivate  at  iiiofl  above 

'.  ■ 
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tliree  hundred  acres  of  fwampa ;  and,  ^  confe- 
quence,  land  of  the  very  bell  quality  is  fold  for 
not  quit6  fixteeri  dollars  the  acre^  It  will  not 
be  denied,  that  well  cultivated  land  geiKrally 
yields  more;  tliat  for  every  fort  of  €top>  indigo 
and  cotton,  excepted,  a  fingle  labourer  can  culti- 
vate more  than  ieven  acres  ;  and  that,  if  labourers 
were  hired,  their  wages  would  not  exceed  th€> 
aggregate  amount  of  the  intereft  on  the  purchafe- 
money,  with  the  fubfiftence  and  taxes  for  ne- 
groes. The  juftncfs  of  this  calculation  becomes 
more  evident,  when  the  labour  of  flaves  is  com- 
pared with  that  of  frqemen,  and  efpecially  when 
a  parallel  is  drawn  between  the  culture  of  rice  and 
that  of  any  other  fpecies  of  produce-  The  former 
«xhaufts  the  foil,,  and  demands  more  hands ;  con- 
fequently,  while  it  is  cultivated,  a  fmaller  quan- 
tity of  land,  even  of  fwamp,  can  be  cleared, — 
€>f  land  which,  if  drained  and  cultivated  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner,  would  produce  morfe,  and  yield 
higher  profits.  Moreover,  this  draining  of  the 
/wampy  foil  would  render  the  climate  of  Caror 
lina  pcrfefMy  healthful,  Wl-lte  people  might  per- 
form the  labour  in  the  fields>  awl  every  grounni 
iox  the  c<mtinuance  of  flaVery  would  be  remov«d> 
j^gain,  all  the  high  landiB  might  thus  be  cleared^ 
which  at  prelent,  merely  for  want  of  hands,  re- 
jbain  uncultivated,     Add  to  tliis,  that  the  old 

fwamps> 
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fwamps,  being  dried  up  by  the  fun  and  the  wind; 
decreafe  every  year,  without  growing  lefs  pefti-^ 
fetbus  by  their  effluvia: 

This  reaforling,  however  irrefragable  jit  appears 
to  me,  will  hardly  conquer  the  irrefiftible  force  of 
habit,  efpecially  at  the  prefent  period,  when  rice 
fetches  three  times  its  ufual  price,  arid  tiie  planters 
indulg(i  in  a  hope,  that  it  will  not  fall  again,  al- 
though this  appear^  highly  improbable  to  all  im- 
partial men. 

The  rivers  in  South  Garoliria,  which  have  their 
fburces  among  the  mountains,  frequently  over- 
flow their  banks.  Thefe  inundations,  which  the 
Americans  cdHiX  frejhes y  often  fweep  along  the  har* 
veft>  together  with  the  woods,  which  furround 
the  rice  fields ;  they  are  attributed  to  the  great 
quantity  of  raiin  in  Carolina,  to  the  numerous 
rivulets  and  brooks  which  fall  into  the  rivers, 
and  laftly  to  the  great  declivity  of  the  ground^ 
through  which  thefe  rivers  flowi  They  have  be- 
come extremely  frequent  of  late  years,  which  isi 
imputed  to  the  great  quantity  of  cleared  land, 
where  that  water  ufed  to  ftagnate,  which  is  now 
falling  into  the  rivers;  The  quantity  of  mud  is  at 
the  fame  time  augmented  by  the  earth,  mixed 
with  the  water;  and  w^hile  the  'ftifcam  is  en- 
creafed,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  naitowed.  No 
certain  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has,  hitherto, 
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teen  difcovered ;  but  a  hope  is  entertained,  that, 
by  conducing  thefe  brooks  and  rivulets  rn  a 
ftraight  direAion,  by  enlarging  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  and 'cutting  ofF  their  nunierdus  wind- 
mgs  by  fmall  canals^,  it«iay  be  pcffible  to  lecure: 
the  upper  country  a^gainft  inundations,  and  to 
leflen  the' danger  of  the  low  lands,  fituated  Reader 
to  the  mouths  of  the  ftreams.  There  is,  how- 
ever, reafori  to  fear,  that  this  remedy,  which  has 
not  yet  been  applied,  will  fall  fbort  of  a  complete 
cure. 

Although  Upper  Carolina  differs  widely  froni 
Lower  Carolina,  both  in  point  of  culture  and 
climate,  yet  the  fame  prejudices  and  manners 
prevail  in  both  countries.  ' 

The  original  fettlers  of  Lower  Carolina  were 
Europeans^  who  eftablifhed  themfelves  rri  th^ 
vicinity  of  the  fea  ;  the  culture  of  rice  was  loon 
introduced.  This  is  a  product  which  fuits  not 
every  foil,  and  which  can  be  cultivated  only -by 
flaves.  The  -new  fettlers  availed  theniielyes  of 
this  affiftance,  but  were  ignorant  of  the  climate 
being  rendered  infalubrious  by  this  fort  of  cul- 
ture. It  was  accordingly  commenced,  and  has 
iince  been  continued,  but  will  probably  be  fup- 
prefled  in  the  procefs  of  time. 

Upp^r  Carolina  was  fettled  much  later  by  emi- 
grants from  Penniylvania,    but  efpecially  from 

Virginia 
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Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  latter  introduced 
into  this  country  the  cuhure  of  tobacco,  to  which 
they  were  accuftomcd,  and  fettled  near  the  rivers^ 
on  luch  foil  as  appeared  to  them  inoft  proper  for 
this  branch  of  agriculture^.  The  Pennfylvanians 
cultivated  wheat,  the  chief  produce  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  but  the  quantity  raifed  was  incondderable, 
becaufe  the  emigrants  from.  Penniylvania  wer^ 
the  leaft  numerous ;  and  tobacco  was  for  a  long 
time  almoft  the  only  commodity  cultivated  in  the 
country,  until  the  low  price  of  tobacco,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  circumftance,  that  it  exhaufts  the  foil, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  cultivators^  and  induced 
them  to  cncrcafe  the  cultivation  of  grain  and 
cotton,  and  to  improve  the  grafs-lands. 

.  This  change  has  taken  place  but  veiy  lately, 
nor  has  the  ancient  prad;ice  completely  ccafcd. 
The  population  of  Upper  Carolina  is  not  nume- 
rous, and  the  emigration  from  that  .country  is 
not  inconfiderable.  Jtis  for  this  reafon  that  the 
beft  land  only,  which  confifts  of  a  rich  clay,  is 
cultivated,  while  the  reft  remains  covered  with 
firs,  which  are  of  a  much  larger  fixe,  than  fa 
Lower  Carolina.  This  brder  of  thitigs  will  con*' 
tinue,  as  long  as  the  population  ihall  not  obtaiit 
more  confiderable  additions,  ahd  a  period  be  put 
to  -the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  Tliis  fcft- 
'fcfrncfs  of  difpofition  pre vaik  here  as  much  among 
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the  planters,  as  it  does  in  Georgia,-  A  family  cut4 
down  the  trees  on  {bme  acres  of  lahd>  tooien^^ 
the  furface  of  tlie  foil,  fows  as  rtinch  Indian- cdfn! 
and  potatoes  as  is  ncceflary  for  their,  fubfiftcncey 
and  makfcs  up  the  deficiency  with  game  or  pork^ 
They  frequently  quit  their  fmall  tradl  before  it  i§ 

completely  cleared,  and  remove  farther  into  the 

'  •  •  •         . 

foreft,  ivhere,  Icfs  fiirrotinded  by  plaiiters,  they 
cari  live  tadre  to  their  t^fte.  Thefc  pecJple  are  a^ 
Ibrt  6f  favagcs,  more  greedy  aiid  vicious  than  the 
Indiaft$,  tod  mei'ely  diftinguifhed  from  the  latt^i^ 
by  the  colour.  Such  of  tlifem  ds  dWeft  dn  the  cori^* 
fines  livey  hdwevet,  on  better  term&  ^ith  the  h3i^ 
tiv^fe;  th&ri  thofe  who  refide  on  the  borders 'of 
Georgia.  ^     .     ? 

Inftances'  of  planters  continuing  long  in  the 
fame  place  where  they  firft  fettled  are  more  rare 
hcrc^  than  in  Pennfylvania.  They  generally  emi- 
grate from  South  Carolina  to  Te^nelTce,  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  weftern  countries,  but  fome  re- 
move alfb  to  the  back  part  of  Georgia. 

By  the  computation  of  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina  in  1791,  the  population  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufarid  nine  hun- 
<ired  and  fcventy-three  fouls,  one  hundred  and 
fcven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  of 
•whom  were  flaves.  More  than  two- thirds  of  this 
population  belong  to  Upper  Carolina,  the  inhabi- 

Vo]^.  11;  Kk  tants 
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tants  of  which,  efpccially  the  white  people,  have,! 
iince  that  time,  conlxderably  encreafed  in  num- 
ber. Lower  Carolina,  it  is  aflcrtcd,  is  not  in  this 
condition. 

The  trade  of  North  Carolina  has  been  more 
enlarged  than  that  of  any  other  ftate.  Charlefton 
is  in  fa6t  the  only  trading  port  of  South  Carolina, 
as  Beaufort  carries  on  no  maritime  trade,  and  that 
of  Georgetown  is  very  trifling,  In  future  all  the 
produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton  on  the  Santee-canal ;  it  is  at  prefent 
traniported  down  the  river  by  jCxeorgetown,  and 
fometimes  unihipped  there ;  which  change  of 
conveyance  cannot  but  greatly  injure  the  trade 
of  this  town 
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The  commodities,  comprifed  under  the  dcrtc^ 
mination  of  other  articles,  are  timber,  hemp,  tar, 
ibme  decr-fkins,  i&c.  and  alfo  proviiioti  for  the 
Antilles,  which  is  re-exported  from  Charlefton. 

Oh  examining  this  table,  you  find,  that  the 
extraordinary  incrcafe  of  the  export  trade  of 
Charlefton,  in  the  four  years  and  a  half  in  qucf- 
tioriy  originates  entirely  from  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports, while  in* point  of  (juantity  the  exportation 
has  rather  decreafed  than  increafed ;  for  although 
more  o{  cotton  and  rice  has  been  exported,  yet 
the  quantity  of  exported  tobacco  and  indigo  is 
leis.  This  is  ftill  more  evident  from  the  quan- 
tity of  tonnage;  for  in  1795  there  were  em- 
ployed onfe  tholifand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  tons  of  fhipping  lefs  than  in  1 792,  although 
the  valu^  of  the  exports  in  1 795  exceeds  that  of 
1792  by  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  dol- 
lars, and  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  latter 
year.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  war, 
in  which  Europe  is  engaged,  and  which  has 
raifed  the  price  of  the!  eortimodities  of  Carolina, 
as  well  as  other  ftates,  has  alfo  confiderably  in- 
creafed the  re-exportation  of  provifion  for  the 
Antilles,  i  for  the  value  of  the  latter  amounted  in 
1795  to  two  millions  nine  hxmdred  and  thirt)'- 
cne  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-foiir  dollars 

* 
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more  than  iii  1793,  that  ^  is,  to.  four  tiincs  a$ 
much. 

ft 

The  following  ftatement  relative  to  the  export 
tation  off  the  three  principal  con^modities  of  South 
Carolina  from  the  port  of  Charlefton  for  the  yiear^ 
1783,  1784,  and  1/85,  affords  a  comparative 
view  of  the  agriculture  of  thefc  different  pe- 
riods.* 

Rice.  Tobacco.  Indigo. 

1733,  61,974  bar.    2,680  hogfh,    2,051  chefts; 

17'^4,   63,713  2,303  ■    1,789     < 

1785,   65,857  .3,929  »,l63 

The  trade  of  Charlefton,  which  is  e]!ftremcly 
a6live,  has  proved  highly  beneficial  to  America, 
as  becomes  evident  frorn  the  circumftance,  that 
inftead  of  fevcn  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  iixty- 
five  tons  of  American  fhipping,  employed  in  this 
tra,de  in  1792,  fifteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-five,  or  three  tinies  as  many,  were  employed 
in  1793.  The  decreaf^  of  foreign  fhipping  du- 
ring the  fame  period  by  twenty  thoufand  and 
eighty-one  tons  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the 
incrcafe  of  the  trade  of  Charlefton  is  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  the  war  ir^  Europe,  which  greatly  obftrudls 
the  trade  of  the  powers  at  w^ar,  fo  that  this  in- 

.   *  At  this  period  cotton  was  hot  cultivated  ia  South  Ca*» 

foli^a.  ' 
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creafe  is  but  tempora^.  At  the  coneluiion  of 
peace  thefe  nations  will  refiime  their  lliarc  of  the 
American  trade,  and  probably  greatly  reduce  the 
participation  of  American  bottoms  in  their  colo- 
nial traffic. 

I  was  not  able  to  procure  from  all  trading  ports 
Bs  ample  and  correft  information  ^s  I  obtained  in 
Charlefton;  but  I  am  certain,  that  the  refults 
muft  be  every  where  the  fame,  aild  jiiuft  lead  to 
the  feme  confequenccs. 

In  addition  to  the  fixty  thousand  two  hundred 
and  two  tons  of  fliipping  employed  hi  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Charleflon,  the  cpafting  trade  and 
fifliery  occupies  many  fmall  veffels  from  twelve 
to  feventy  tons  burthen, 

The  increafe  of  tonnage  has  not  been  attended 
with  any  augmentation  of  the  Ihip-building  in 
Charlefton,  From  17Q1  until  April  1796,  no 
mote  than  twxnty-fix  ihips  were  built,  carrying 
ill  the  whole  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-five  tons.  They  are  mpft  of  them  either 
lloops  or  fchooners ;  fpnie  are  brigs ;  and  two  arc 
three-mafted  veffels.  The  reafon  why  the  ihip- 
building  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  export-trade 
is  the  fcarcity,  or  rather  the  great  warit  of  work- 
inen,  a  cpnfequence  of  whiph  is  the  high  price  of 
ihips,  which  arc  here  dearer  by  fifteen  dollars  per 
ppn,  than  in  the  eaftem  ftates,  which  have  not 

fufficicnt 
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lufiicient  commodities  to  load  their  veffcls,  and 
fend  them  accordingly  to  the  Ibuthern  ftates  for 
iale.  Thus  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  aug- 
ment  the  tonnage  of  their  (hipping  by  purchafing 
jhips  in  the  eaftem  ftates ;  and  this  ftate  of  things 
wili  continue  as  long  as  the  population  of  Caro- 
liiia  fhall  continue  as  fmall,  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
and  labouring  people  can  earn  more  by  working 
in  the  fields,  than  by  any  other  employment. 
Ships  built  in  Carolina  with  th^  timber  of  the 
country  laft  three  times  longer,  than  thofe  con- 
ftrufted  in  the  eaftem  ftates ;  for  although  thefe 
employ  timber  of  the  ibuth  in  the  building  of 
fliips,  yet  they  are  not  entirely  conftrufted  of  it, 
and  confequently  they  pannot  be  ajs  durable  as 
veflels  built  in  the  fo^tliern  ftates. 

For  the  fame  reafons,  which  obftrudl  the  build- 
ing of  Ihips  in  Georgia  and  Virginia,  no  feamen 
can  be  found  there  for  manning  the  fliips,  which 
belong  to  Charlefton.  Thefe  are  likewife  fur^ 
niftied  \>j  the  eaftern  ftates,  and  many  of  them 
arrive  in  that  port,  either  on  boar^  pf  fliips  en- 
gaged in  the  foreign  trade,  or  iii  coafting  yeffels, 
which  in  winter  carry  to  Charlefton  the  produce 
of  feveral  parts  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  an4  on 
account  of  the  higher  wages  engage  on  board  of 
fliips  in  foreign  trade.  Few  of  thefe  leamen  con^ 
tihue  in  Charlefton  after  the  time,  for  which 

K  k  4  they 
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they  have  hired  thexnfelve^i,  is  clapfed,  bQcaufe 
every  tiling  is  there  twice  as  dear  as  in  their  own 
country.  Some  negroes  ferve  alfo  on  board  of 
trading  ycflels  ;  they  generally  form  a  third  of  the 
crew,  and  are  free  negroes*  But  on  board  of 
coaftcrsy  and  fuch  fhips  as  trade  within  the  dif- 
tri6l  of  Chtirlefton,  they  conftitute  three  .fifths  of 
the  iliip's  con;pany,  becaufe  the  mafters  are  in 
general  alfo  thp.  owners  of  the  Ihips,  and  thus 
can  man  them  with  their  own  flaves.. 

The  articles,  which  form  the  exports  of  Charlcf- 

* 

ton,  are  conveyed  to  this  port  either  on  the  differ- 
exit  rivers  and  the  Santee-canal,  oi;  by  land-con- 
veyance, of  which  more  ufe  is  made  than  of  that 
by  w^atcr,  on  account  of  the  difficult  navigation 
of  that  part  of  the  river  Santee  which  is  next 
to  the  fca^  of  the  paflage  from  Georgetown  to 
Charlcfton,  and  of  the  rapid  ftream,  on  working^ 
up  the  river.  There  are  alfo  parts  in  Upper  Ca- 
rolina, which  are  fo  remote  from  any  navigable 
waters,  that  a  land-conveyance  becomes  abfb- 
lutely  neccjSary.  Cotton,  indigo,  and  hemp,  are 
tranlported  in  large  waggons  with  four  or  fix 
horfes.  The  hcgllieads  of  tobacco  are  not  re- 
moved  in  waggons,  but  in  a  fort  of  fledges. 
The  carriage  is  not  cxpenfive,  as  the  horles  never 
enter  a  ilable.  They  continually  remain  in  the 
woods,  which  at  all  times  abound  in  grais  of  the 

beft 
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beft  kind.  The  waggoners  carry  their  Indian^ 
corn,  their  falt-meat,  and  their  cheefc,  with 
them,  and  enter  the  inns,  to  drink. a  few  glaffes 
pf  whiiky.  The  buiinefs  of  waggoners  is,  I  un- 
derftand,  very  profitable  in  Carolina.  The  car- 
riage for  proyifion  from  the  back  country  amounts 
to  one  dollar  and  one-third  the  hundred- weight; 
in  fpring  it  is  Ibme what  dearer  than  in  autumn. 
The  carriage;  to  Columbia  on  the  river  Combahoe^ 
amounts  to  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence. 

Thq  Santee  canal,  which  is  to  conned:  the 
river  Satitee  with  the  river  Cooper,  and  which 
is  twenty  miles  in  length,  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  communication  by  water,  and  of  confequence 
confiderably  lelTen  the  conveyance  by  land.  This 
canal  will  ibon  be  finifhed ;  fome  locks  have  al- 
ready been  built,  and,  it  is  confidently  faid,  that 
it  will  be  completed  about  the  year  1797,  or  at 
lateft  the  year  following.  It  meets  the  river  a 
little  below  the  point  where  the  tide  turns. 
The  return-paflage  is,  therefore,  much  facilitated 
by  the  flood-tide.  Veflels  of  any  burthen  will 
arrive  here  fafe,  by  means  of  this  inland  naviga- 
tion, from  all  navigable  creeks,  which  empty  into 
the  river  Santee ;  and  moreover,  the  paiTage  is 
^ortened  about  twenty  miles. 

The  canal  is  conftru6ted  by  a  company,  in- 
corporated in  1786,  by  an  ad  of  the  legiflature, 

by 
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by  which  all  the  lands,  not  yrt  difpofed  of  at  that 
period,  were  granted  to  this  company,  together 
•with  the  privilege  of  levying  a  toll  for  an  un- 
limited length  of  time.  The  Santce-canal  is  not 
the  only  one,  the  completion  of  which  is  pro- 
moted by  the  legiflature  of  Carolina  ;  it  alio  en- 
courages the  conftrudlion  of  others,  where  the 
face  of  the  country  and  the  courle  of  the  rivers 
will  permit. 

1  cannot  clofe  this  long  article  on  Carolina, 
without   mentioning  with    deferved   praife  the 
kind  reception  I  experienced  in  Charlefton.   This 
is  a  duty,  which  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  parts  of  America  w^iich  I  have  traverfed,  but 
especially  to  this  place.     In   no   town   of  the 
United  States  does  a  foreigner  experience  more 
benevolence  arid  hofpitality,  or  find  more  agree- 
able manners  and  a  more  entertaining  fociety, 
than  in  Charicfton ;  no  where  will  he  plea/c  him- 
f^lf  better,  andiio  place  will  he  leave  with  more 
regret.    I  fliould  be  obliged  to  name  almoft  every 
perfon  I  have  fcen  in  Charlefton,  were  I  to  do 
jufticc  to  my  feelings  ;  this,  however,  -would  ren- 
der mh  too  diffufe.     I  fhall  therefore  only  name 
Mr,  John  Pringle,  whofe  houfe,  during  my 
refidence  in  Charlefton,  I  corifidered  as  my  own ; 
Mr.  FsAAC  Holme,  receiver  of  the  cuftoms,  an 
excellent  man,  poiTeffed  of  extenfive  knowledge, 


THE  UNITBD  STATES^  CANABA,  &C.  607 

to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  major  paft  of  the 
information  I  have  been  able  to  coiled: ;  Mr.  Ed. 
RuTLEDGE,  a  man  of  uncommon  parts,  of  4 
chqerful  ahd  amiable  temper,  of  profound  learn- 
ing  and  the  moft  liberal  fentiments,  who  has 
affifted  the  unfortunate  emigrants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo in  the  moft  generous  and  difinterefted 
mariner ;  General  Pinckney,  who  by  his  talents, 
prudence,  and  honourable  conduct,  has  defervedly 
obtained  the  confidence  and  refped:  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  ;  laftiy,  the  worthy  Mr.  Man,  and  his 
partner  Mr.  Foltz,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of 
introdudlion,  and  who  enjoy  a  diftinguiflied  re- 
putation for  beneyolence,  prudence,  and  rofti- 
tude. 

I  could  have  wiihed  to  make  a  tour  through 
North  Carolina,  before  I  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia. Byt  the  time,  when  I  was  obliged  tp  be 
in  that  city,  not  allowing  me  to  carry  this  wiih 
into  efFed,  I  Ihall  here  /ubjoln  the  informatioil, 
which  I  have  received,  relative  to  North  Caro-^ 
Kna,  efpecially  from  Mr.  Iredwell,  member 
of  the  fuprcme  tribunal  of  the  United  States,  an^ 
inhabitant  of  that  country,  and  a  man  of  diftin- 
guiflied talents,   and  the  moft  refpcdable  cha- 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  coaft  of  North  Carolina  was  viiited  ^s 
ftarly  as  the  beginning  qf  laft  century,  but  the 
firft  permanent  fcttlcments  were  formed  in  1 7 10, 
by  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
proprietors  of  Carolina  encouraged  thcfe  fettle- 
picnts,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettjers,  the  tra(^ 
'  of  land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the 
.  iriver  Roanoc  and  Bathbay,  which  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar*  This  fettlcment  was  almoft  com- 
pletely  deftroy^d  by  the  Tufcarora  Indiaris  iq 
1721,  frona  motives  which  remain  unknown; 
for  the  hiilory  of  North  Carolina  js  involved  in 
greater  obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty-ieven  iuhabi- 
tant&  were  murdered,  and  the  furvivors  demanded 
vengeance  from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
to  which  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
war  enfucd,  in  whicli  tTic  Indians  fuftained  very 
fcvere  ioffcs,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army  of 
''South  Carolina  received  a  powerful  affiftance 
from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaro- 
Fas,  who  did  not  perifli  in  the  war,  left  North 
CitroUna,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the  Great 
Lake*  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably 
quiet  lince  that  time,  incrcalcd  iu  populoufnefs 

and 
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indprofperity. until  17I29,  whenthe  fevcn  proprie- 
tors transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  The 
country  was  at  that  time  dii^oirted  from  South 
Carphna,  and  by  the  order  of  Gclorge  the  Secontl 
erefted  into  a.  diftind:  province,  undef  the  natoc 
of  North  Carolina. 

« 

In  17  70  the  conftitution  of  North' Carolrflat 
was  formed,  on  principles  much  refembUng  thofc 
of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  R^prefefit^-* 
tives  confifts  of  two  members  for  each  cOuntyi 
the  whole  ftate  being  divided  int6  fifty^eight 
counties,  and  of  two  members  for  each  confidei'- 
ablc  town,  fuch  as  Edcnton,  Newbem,  Wilming-* 
ton,  Salisbury,  Hiljfborough,  HaUfax,  and  Fay- 
ette vilic.  The  rcprefentatives  muft  havereiidedf 
a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  ate 
ele6lcd,  and  poircflcd  fix  months  an  cftate  of  one 
hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  compofed  6f  one 
member  for  each  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be 
elefted  a  fcnator,  without  having  resided  a  twelve- 
month in  the  county,  and  poUeffing  three  hun-' 
dred  acres. 

Thofe  who  eleft  the  fenatofs  muft  be  twenty-' 
one  years-  old,  and  ha\T  inhabited  twelve  motith^ 
within  the  ftate,  and  poffcfled  fix  months  an  eftate' 
of  fifty  acres.  The  cleftors  of  the  reprefentatrves 
muft  be  of  the  fame  iige,  and  refided  as/long  irt- 
the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficient,  that  they  have'paicf 

the 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  coaft  of  North  Carolina  was  vlfited  as 
fisirly  as  the  beginnirjg  of  laft  century,  but  the 
firft  permanent  fettlcmeats  were  formed  in  1710^ 
by  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
proprietors  of  Carolina  encouraged  thcfe  fettleT 
n>cnts,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettlers,  the  tra6t 

'    of  land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the 

.  jlvet  Roanoc  and  Bath  bay,  which  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar.  This  fettlcment  was  almoft  com-: 
pletely  deftroy.?d  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  iv\ 
17^^ 9  fron>  motives  which  remain  unknown; 
for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  js  involved  in 

'  greater  obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate. 
Abput  one  hundred  and  twenty-ieven  inhabi- 
tant^ were  murdered,  and  the  furydvors  demanded 
vengeance  from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
tx>  which  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
war  enfucil,  in  which  £he  Indians  fuftained  very 
fevere   lolies,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army   of 

'•South  Carolina  received  a  powerful  affiftance 
from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaro- 
ras,  who  did  not  perilh  in  the  war,  left  North 
Carolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the  Great 
Lake.  The  colony,  which  remained  tolexably 
quiet  lince  that  time,  incrcalcd  in  populoufnefs 

and 
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indprofperityuntil  1729,  whcnthc  feven  proprie- 
tors transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  Th^ 
country  was  at  that  time;  di^oined  from  South 
Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the  Secciitl 
erefted  into  a.  diftind  province,  under  the  natoc 
of  North  Carolina. 

In  17  70  the  conftitution  of  North*  CaroImaC 
was  formed,  on  principles  much  refembling  thofe 
of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  R^prefeftta-* 
tives  confifts  of  two  mejmbers  for  each  cbxmty^ 
the  whole  ftate  being  divided  into  fifty-eight 
counties,  and  of  tw^o  members  for  each  conlidei*- 
ablc  town,  fuch  as  Edenton,  Newbem,  Wilming- 
ton, Salifbury,  Hilfborough,  Halifax,  and  Fay- 
ette ville.  The  reprefentatives  muft  haverefided 
a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  ate 
elected,  and  poiTcflcd  fix  motlths  an  cftate  of  one 
hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  compofed  Cf  one 
member  for  each  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be 
elected  a  fcnator,  without  having  refidcd  a  twelve- 
month in  the  county,  and  polTeffing  three  hun- 
dred acres. 

Thofe  who  eleft  the  fenatbi's  muft  be  twenty-' 
one  years  old,  and  have  inhabited  twelve  mohth^ 
within  the  ftate,  and  poffefled  fix  months  an  cftate* 
of  fifty  acres.  The  clediors  of  the  reprefentatives 
muft  be  of  the  fame  age,  and  refide:d  as/long  iit 
*  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficicnt,  that  they  havc-paicf 

the 
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NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  coaft  of  North  Carolina  was  vlfited  as 
fiskvly  as  the  beginnii)g  of  laft  century,  but  the 
firft  permanent  fettlcments  \ycre  formpd  in  1 7 1 0, 
by  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
proprietors  of  Carolina  encouraged  thefe  fettler 
events,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettlers,  the  trad 

'    of  land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the 

.  jivcr  Roanoc  and  Bath  bay,  which  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar.  This  fettlcment  was  almoft  com-: 
pletely  deftroy,?d  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  i^ 
1721,  froni  motives  which  remain  unknown; 
for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  js  involved  in 

'  greater  obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty-ieven  inhabi- 
tant^ were  murdered,  and  the  furyivors  demanded 
vengeance  from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
Ijo  which  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
war  enfucd,  in  which  £tie  Indians  fuftained  very 
fevere   iolfcs,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army   of 

' '  South  Carolina  received  a  powerful  affiftance 
from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaro- 
rasr  who  did  not  perifti  in  the  war,  left  North 
Gitrolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the  Great 
Lake.  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably 
quiet  iince  that  time,  incrcafed  in  populoufnefs 

and 
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indprofperity  until  1729,  whcnthc  feven  proprie- 
tors transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  Th<t  ' 
country  was  at  that  time  di^oined  from  Sooith 
Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the  Second 
erefted  into  a.  diflindl  province,  under  the  natoc 
of  North  Carolina. 

In  177O  the  conftitution  of  North' CaroKiiat 
was  formed,  on  principles  much  refembling  thofc 
of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  R^prefenta-« 
tivcs  confifts  of  two  mcHibers  for  each  c6unty> 
the  whole  ftate  being  divided  into  fifty-eight 
counties,  and  of  two  members  for  each  confidcr- 
able  town,  fuch  as  Edenton,  Newbem,  Wilming- 
ton, Salifbury,  Hilfborough,  Halifax,  and  Fay- 
ette villc.  The  rcprefentatives  muft  have .  refided 
a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  ate 
elcAcd,  and  poflcflcd  fix  months  an  ciiate  of  one 
hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  compofed  6f  one 
member  for  each  county  ;  no  inhabitant  can  be 
elected  a  fcnator,  without  having  rcfidcd  a  twelve- 
month in  the  county,  and  poUeffing  three  hun- 
dred acres. 

Thofe  who  eleft  the  ienatofs  muft  be  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  have  inhabited  twelve  months 
within  the  ftate,  and  poflefled  fix  months  an  cftatc 
of  fifty  acres.  The  electors  of  the  rcprefentatives 
mufl  be  of  the  fame  age,  and  rcfidfcd  as/long  irt 
'  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficient,  that  they  have-paicf 

the 
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NORTH  CAROLINA, 

THq  coaft  of  North  Carolina  was  vifited  as 
yearly  as  the  l>cginnii}g  of  laft  century,  but  the 
firft  permanent  fcttlcmcnts  were  formed  in  17 10, 
by  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
proprietors  of  Carolina  encouraged  tthefe  fettle- 
nicnts,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettjers  the  tra6l 

'    of  land  between  Albemarle-found,  formed  by  the 

.  jivex  Roanoc  and  Bath  bay,  which  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar.  This  fettlcment  was  almoft  com- 
pletely  deftroy^d  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  in 
1721,  from  motives  which  remain  unknown; 
for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  js  involved  in 

'  greater  obfcurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty-ieven  inhabi- 
tant^ were  murdered,  and  the  furvdvors  demanded 
vengeance  from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
to  which  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
war  enfuctl,  in  which  tlic  Indians  fuftained  vciy 
fevere   loires,  and  wherein  the  fmali  army  of 

'  ■'  South  Carolina  received  a  powerful  affiftance 
from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaro- 
f^Sr  who  did  not  perlfti  in  the  war,  left  North 
Carolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the  Great 
Lake.  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably 
quiet  lince  that  time,  incrcalcd  in  populoufnefs 

and 


THE  UNITEP  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.    Sbj 

indprofperityuittil  1 729,  when  the  feven  proprie- 
tors transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  The 
country  was  at  that  time  disjoined  from  South 
Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the  Second 
ereded  into  a.  diftind:  province,  under  the  natoc 
of  North  Carolina. 

In  17  70  the  conftitution  of  North' Carolriat 
was  formed,  on  principles  much  refembling  thofe 
of  the  other  ftates.  The  Houfe  of  Rtiprefetit^-* 
tives  coniifts  of  two  members  for  each  C6unty> 
the  whole  ftate  being  divided  into  fifty-eight 
counties,  and  of  two  members  for  each  conddei'- 
able  town,  fuch  as  Edcnton,  Newbem,  Wilming-* 
ton,  Salifbury,  Hilfborough,  Halifax,  and  Fay- 
ctteville.  The  rcprefentatives  muft  haverefided 
a  twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  ate 
elecSted,  and  poiTciTcd  fix  months  an  cilate  of  one 
hundred  acres.  The  Senate  rs  compofed  6f  one 
member  for  each  county ;  no  inhabitant  can  be 
elefted  a  fcnator,  without  having  refidcd  a  twelve- 
month in  the  county,  and  poireffing  three  hun- 
dred acres. 

Thofe  who  eleft  the  fenatofs  muft  be  twenty-' 
one  years  old,  and  have  inhabited  twelve  mohth^ 
within  the  ftate,  and  poffefled  fix  months  an  cftate" 
of  fifty  acres.  The  cleftors  of  the  rcprefentatives 
muft  be  of  the  fame  ^,ge,  and  refidc;d  as/long  iit- 
'  the  ftate ;  but  it  is  fufficient,  that  they  have-paicf 

the 
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the  taxes  for  the  lafl  year,  without  poffeffing  znf, 
property. 

The  Governor,  as  v^cU  as  his  council,  compofed  ^ 
of  feven  members,  are  eleAed  by  both  houfts- 
The  neceffary  qualification  for^the  place  of  a  Go4 
vcrnor  are,  an  age  of  thirty  years,  a  five  years  refi- 
dence  in* the  ftate,  and  the  pofleffion  of  a  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  one  thdufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars. 
(The  money  of  North  Caroliiia  is  like  that  of 
New  York,  worth  only  eight  fliillings  the  dollar.) 
All  places  imder  government  are  in  the  gift  of 
the  two  houfes ;  the  fecretary  of  ftate  is  appointed 
every  three  years.  The  judges,  as  well  as  the 
attorney-general,  are  nominated  in-  the  fame 
manner ;  but  they  receive  their  appointment  from 
the  governor,  and  keep  their  places  as  long  as 
they  conduA  themfelves  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  governor  bears  no  Ihare  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  The  conftitution  declares  unworthy 
of  being  appointed  to  any  public  place,  or  eledcd 
reprefentatives,  all  perfons  who  believe  not  in 
Ood,  in  the  tmth  pf  the  Proteftant  religion,  and 
the  divine  origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment. 

The  public  expenditure  flu6luates  from  thirty- 
ieven  thoufand  five  hundred  to  forty-five  thoufand 
dollars. 

The 
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The  taxes  are  as  follows,  viz.  eight  pence,  or 
two-thirds  of  a  fhilling,  for  every  hundred  acre* 
of  land,  without  the  leaft  diftindlion  in  regard, 
to  quality  and  fituation, — they  begin  as  foon  asr 
the  occupiers  of  the  lands  enter  upon 'their  pof- 
leffion ;  two  (hillings  for  every  hundred  pounds 
taxable  property,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars in  town-lots ;  two  fhillings  for  every  white 
inhabitant  or  negro,  whether  a  freeman  or-  flave, 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  fiftieth  year  of  age;  ten 
Ihillings  for  every  ftallion  ;  forty  Ihillings  for  the 
licence  to  keep  a  tavern,  or  for  felling  fpirituous 
liquors ;  and  from  eight  to  twenty  lliiUings  for 
every  fentence  or  decree,  according  to.the  differ- 
ent courts  by  which  they  are  pronounced. 

The  ftate,  in  regard  to  the  colIeAion  of  taxes, 
is  divided  into  fifty-eight  diftrid:s,  which  may  be 
altered  by  the  county-courts.  The  juftices  of  the 
peace  are,  by  virtue  of  their  places,  ppUeAors  of 
the  taxes;  they  are  appointed  by  the  countyr 
courts,  and  receive  fix  per  cent  on  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  which  they  colleft,  and  fixpence  for 
every  mile  which  they  travel  for  this  purpofe.  In 
1795,  the  taxes  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  flerling,  or  thirty* 
nine  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  taxes  oa 
town-lots  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars ;  on 
lands,  fix  thqufafid  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix 

pounds 
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pounds  ten  fliillirigs  ftei-ling — (the  number  of 
taxable  acres  amount^  to  one  million  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thdufatid  fix  hundred  and 
Icverity)  ;  —  the  poll-tax,  twenty-five  thoufand 
four  hundred  dollars ;  thie  taxes  on  lawfuits,  billi- 
ards,  and  horfes^  two  thoufand  five  huiidred; 
making  in  the  whole  forty-fix  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  eightecin  dollars:  Deducting  from  this' 
film  the  expense  of  collefting  the  taxes,  and  the 
lo/s  arifirig  fi-om  defaulters,  there  remains  a  neat 
fiirplus  of  thirty-nine  thoUfand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  public  debt  corififts  in  bills  of  credit  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 

* 

pounds  fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  feventy-fiv# 
thoufand  dollars,  which  are  either  in  the  treafury 
Of  in  circulation.  By  the  determination  of  the 
commiffioners  the  debt,  which  the  Union  owes 
to  this  fi:ate>  amounts  to  five  hundred  and  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 
The  Apalachian  or  Alleghany  Mountains  divide 
the  ftate  into  two  parts,  which,  in  point  of  cli- 
mate and  foil,  widely  differ  from  each  othcn 
The  low  lands,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  a$ 
advantageous  a  manner,  as  thofe  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  are  fai! 
from  having  attained  the  fame  degree  of  culture. 
The  great  difficulties' by -Which  tb'e^  rivet  naviga- 

tion 
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tion  is  obftrufted,  and  eipecially  the  want  of  har- 
bouirs^  which  impedes  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, cannot  but  check  the  progrels  of  culti- . 
vation,  and  bar  the  proipeiity  of  North  CaroUna, 
eipecially  as,  from  want  of  money,  thefe  impedi- . 
toents  cannot  poffibiy  be  removed.    The  greateft 
obftacle  of  the  navigation  of  the  .rivers  confifts 
in  their  mouths  being  fliut  up  by  large  fand-^^ 
banks,  originating  either  from  the  rapidity  of  tlic^, 
ftreams,  from  ftrongcurrents  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, or  perhaps  from  both  thefe  caufcs,  and  which 
probably  will  prevent  North  Carojiua,  for  a  con- 
iidcrable  length  of  time,  from  eryoying  all  the 
advantages,  which  Ihe  might  other  wife  derive 
from  her  foil  and  iituation* 

The  entrance  of  thofe  places  which  are  called ; 
harbours,  is  fo  very  difficult,  and  the  depth  of 
water  In  the  narrows  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  pro* 
perly  fpeaking,  there  exift  no  ports  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  beft  of  them  is  Wilmington,  thirty- 
five  miles  from  Cape  Fear.  Ships  of  three  hun- 
dred tons  burthen  may  entgr  this  port ;  hut  the 
entrance  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  a  large 
IhoaL  known  to  feafaring  people  under  the  name 
of  th^  ^ocks  qf  Cape  Fear.  Ti|p .  north-eaftcrn 
braiich  of  the  river  Fear  is  navigable  as  far  as  Fay- 
cttcville,  one  hundred  miles  beyond  Wilmington^ 
for  refleJs  of  eighteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen.^ 

Vol.  11.  Li  Ths^ 
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This  navigation,  which  is  of  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  any  other  river-navigation  in  the  ftate, 
contributes  much  to  enliven  the  trade  of  Wil- 
mington. The  corhmodities  of  the  back  country 
are  fentt  hither,  as  v^ell  as  the  produce*  of  the  An- 
tilles, aind  European  manufaAures.  Fayetteville 
derives  fome  importance  from  this  ftate  of  things, 
a*nd  its  commerce  is  daily  encrcafing.  Wilming- 
ton chiefly  trades  to  the  Antilles.  European  goods 
arc  fent  thither  from  Charlefton,  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk.  The  exports  of  Wilmington  amounted, 
^in  17*91,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thou- 
fand-  fcreh  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  ;  in 
t7Q2,  to  two  hundred  and  fiicty-two  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety- eight  dollars ;  in  1793, 
to  one  himdred  and  fcventy-pne  thoufand- five 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  dollars ;  in*  1 794,  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred 
arid  fixty-feveh  dollars*;  and  in  1795,  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty-fbur  thoufand  one  hundred  dnd 
fifty-one  dollars.       ' 

The  mofl  cohfidcrable  parts,  next  to  Wilming- 
ton, are  Edenton  and  Newbern.  Newbem  is 
fcated  on  the  river  Nufe,  at  its  cbhflueric^  with 
the  Trent,  one  himdred  miles  frorti  the  fea,  from 
which  the  coafl:  of  North  Carolina  is  fej>aratcd 
by  long  and  fmall  illets,  ftcm  Cape  Lookottt  to 
the  borders  of  Virginia.  Ships  comitig  from'fca 
'    "  pkfs 
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pafs  between  thefe  iflets  to  enter  the  I^rgc  bayi, 
into  which  all  the  i;ivers  of  Carolina  empty  th^m* 
felvcs.  Ships  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to 
.two  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  as  twelve 
miles  above  Newbem,  and  the  river  is  navigiiblic 
for  fmaller  veffels  one  hundred  miles  farther  up 
the  river.  Veffels  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
burthen  are  frequently  obliged  to  unload.  The 
•exports  of  Newbem  aqiounted,  in  179^1,,  to  onjp 
hundred  and  five  thoiifand  (ix  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars;  in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  orjc 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-leven  doUarsj 
.in  1 703,  to  fixty  thpuiknd  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
iive  dollars ;  in  1 794,  to  fixty-nine  thoufand  fijc 
Jiundred  and  feventeen  dollars ;  and  in  1 795,  to 
fevcnty-thrce  thoufand  fiix  hundred  andfifty-twp 
(dollars.   • 

Edenton  is  fituated  on  the  river  Roanolce,  near 
thp  point  of  Albemarle-found,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  the  iiland  of  Roanoke,  one  of 
the  above  iilets.  Ships  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  burthen  can  fail  as  far  as  Edenton,  and  fbme 
jniles  farther  up.  Thence  to  the  rapids,  that  is, 
.to  the  diflance  of  feventy  miles  from  Edenton^ 
the  river  isi  only  navigable  for  batUaux  of  twenty 
or  thirty  tons  burthen.  The  Roanoke  waters  the 
mofl  fertile  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  exports 
from  Edenton  amounted,  in  1791,  to  ninety-two 

L 1  2  thoufand 


thoufand  three  hundred  and  fix  dollars ;  m  1 792 
ta  eighty- fevch  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three 
dollars ;  in  1 793,  to  fifty -nine  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix  dollars;  in  1794,  to  fifty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars ;  and 
in  1 795,  to  fcventy-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  feven  dollars. 

The  produce  of  the  country  above  the  rapids 
is  unftiipped  at  the  fpot  where. they  begin,  and 
tranfported  by  land  to  Peterfburgh  in  Virginia, 
When  the  projcded  canal  through  Difmalfwamps 
'fliall  be  finiflied,  which  is  to  conned  Albemarle- 
found,  with  the  river  Elizabeth,  all  the  common 
dities,  which  are  at  prefent  exported  from  Eden- 
ton,  will  be  tranfported  to  Norfolk,  as  the  com- 
munication with  Albemarle-found  becomes  more 
and  more  difficult.  The  county  of  Camden,  fitu- 
ated  on  Albemarle-found,  and  nearer  to  the  fea 
than  Edenton,  has  a  cuftom-rhoufe,  as  well  as  the 
tovrn  of  Wilmington,  feated  on  the  river  Fear, 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  ifland  Ocrecok, 
Their  fituatipn  being  Icfs  favourable,  than  that 
of  the  three  former^  their  exports  are  in  confe- 
quence  lefs  confiderable,  From  the  books  of  thcfe 
five  cuftom-houfes  it  appears,  tliat  the  exports 
from  North  Carolina  amounted;  in  1 791 » to  five 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufan4  five  hundred 

fivA  forty-eight  dollars }  in  1792,  to  two  hun- 
dred 
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^cd  and  tyrcnty-^^yeti  thaufarid  eight  hundred 
^nd  ninety-niftc  dollars;  in  1793,  to  three  hun- 
dred and  iixty-five  thouftnd  four  ihundrcd  4fi4 
iburteen  dollars ;  in  1 794^  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred  arid  eighty- 
icven  dollars ;  and  in  1795,  to  four  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty^ooc 
dollars,:  Thefc  exports  are  almoft  entirely  drawa 
from  the  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina,  and  conr 
fift  in  tar,  turpentine,  refin,  balks,;  boards,  fhinr 
gles,  flaveg,  deer  and  calf  ikins^  tob&cpoand  ricft 
(of  the  laft  two  articles  but  fmall .  quantities  ar? 
exported),  pork,  bacon,  tallow,  bees-wax^  myrtk-^ 
wax,  &c.  The  produ<SionS:  of  the  v^pp^r  pai^^  of 
North  Carolina  are  exported,  to  the  eailern  f^ates; 
which  in  return  fupply  Carolina,,  with  flour; 
pheefe,  h^des,  potatoes,  hardware,  hats,  and.  Eu> 
ropean  goods.  The  high  price  of  labour,  and  di^ 
ficult  navigation  obftrujft  the  building  of  Ihipst 
although  the  country  prpduces  thp  fineil  fliip"! 
timber  in  the  greateft  abundance^  .0 

The  lower  parts  of  North  Ca-rplii^a  arc  9B  ufit 
healthy  a-s.  thofe  of  South  Carolina  ^  nay  .more  fb, 
although  there  are  not  as  many  idce-fw^mps  in 
the  former,  as*  in  the  latter  proyinc^^  Iri  w:intcr 
fevers  ^nd  pleurifies  are  very  frequent,  The  cli-. 
inate  of  the  upper  parts  is  very  healthful ;  they 
9^rc  waftied  by  many  rapid  ilream^j  wd  not  lia- 
.  Ll3  ^  blc 


ti^  tkAv^bs  tiftieosft 


x..  ^ 


blc  to  tte  iaitte  dangers.  In  hdth,  feut  Itfj^kiSfj 
ifi  th6  ujipei'  ^arts,  thfe  woodis  are  full  of  {»^  and 
fcalves,  whick  forniih  confiJdefable  articte^  of  cx^* 
i)i*tktion.     The  pfopulatidn  bf  Nortfi  C^lini 

■ 

amounted^  in  1791,  to  three  hundred  i«id  iiiiiety- 
chr^e  thoufand  feven  hundrfed  and  fifty  foul$,  one 
fetittdfed  and  five  thonland  hnd  fixty-oiie  of  whom 
Were  flavds.  The  ex&ftnefs  of  thii  eflimatc  is, 
however,  doubted,  and  the  population,  it  is. 
t^eited,  ^as  already  in  1791  more- cohfiderable, 
d^tan  it  afp^ars  by  this  eftimate.  Since  that  period 
It  hftS  been  eiftcreafed  more  from  its  own  ftock, 
thaA'by  emigration  from  other  ftates  ;  for  though 
fcoldftifts  arrivte  from  thfcie  parts,  yet  on  the  other 
hand  many  lettleils  emigrate  again  to  Georgia, 
Scmth  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Teneffee.  Since 
1788,  Raleigh  is  the  capital  and  feat  of  govern- 
ment,  which,  previoufly  to  that  time,  removed 
from  orife  j[)lace^  to  another.  The  towns  in  Ca- 
roliim  iafe  few  in  number  and  infignificiant.  Moft 
of  the  proprietprs  rcfide  on  thseir  plantations,  and 
KVe  there  lilfe  Virginians,  but  not  quite  {o  wcll^ 
ife  ih  g6hera(l  they  pofl^fs  not  fo  much  wisdth,  as 
the  Virginia  planters.  They  are  bufied>  it  is  faid, 
ki  f)crfe6;ing  their  mode  of  agriculture,  and  arc 
good  and  mild  mafters  tp  their  flaves.  Ihavc 
hot  been  able  to  obtain  cither  the  regulations  con- 
cerning them,  or  any  other  law. 

The 
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The  moft  numerous  feft  in  North  Carolina  is 
that  of  the  Prelbyterians,  efpccially  in  the  weftem 
parts,  which  are  inhabited  by  emigrants  of  Penn- 
iylvania.  But  there  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  Cal- 
vinifts,  Lutherans,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers ; 
they  perform,  however,  no  more  divine  f?rvice  in 
a  regular  manner,  than  they  do  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  Here  is  alfo  a  fetdement  of 
Moravians. 

This  is  the  information,  that  I  have  been  able 
to  coUeil,  relative  to  North  Carolina,  of  all  the 
ftates  apparently  moft  remote  from  that  improved 
ftate  of  culture,  which,  from  the  quality  of  its  foil 
and  produftions,  it  is  perfcftly  capable  of  attain- 
ing. North  Carolina  will,  no  doubt,  in  time  ad- 
vance to  a  more  perfeft  degree  of  cultivation ; 
her  future  opulence  will  depend  on  the  quality 
of  commodities  Ihe  produces ;  but,  from  the  na- 
ture of  her  cpaft  and  rivers,  ftie  will  never  be 
able  to  acquire  confiderable  rank  ^mong  trading 
and  commercial  ftates. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

»  • 

[Since  the  Jheet  was  printed  off  which  contains,  the 

remarks  on  the  p,oUfy  of  the  Lieut etiant -Governor  of 

Upper  Canada^  *he,following  authentic  Document  has 

ieen  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Editor^  who,  injuftice 

^  to  the  character  of  the  refpe£table  General y  has  here 
frefented  it  to.^ 


Speech  of  His  Excelkncy  JOHN  GRAVES 
SIMCOE,  Esq.  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c,  upon 
proroguing  the  Fifth  Seffion  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament  of  Upper  Canada. 

*  «  • 

Honourable  Qentlemen  of  the  Legiflative  CouncUy 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  ! 

THE  public  bufinefs .  of  the  fcffions  being 
brought  to  a  conclufion,  it  is  with  pleafure, 
I  confider  your  proceedings  therein,  have  been 
piarked  vv^ith  the  fam^  attention  to  the  welfare 
of  the  province,  wjiich  has  diftinguifhed  your 
condud:  throughout  the  whole  of  this,  the  firft 
provincial  parliament  of  Upper  Canada;  and 
l^vhich  draws  near  to  its  termination  agreeably  to 

the  laws. 

ft 
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It  IS  not  pofliblc  for  me,  without  emotion,  to 
contemplate,  that  wc  have  been  called  upon  to 
execute  the  moft  unportant  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britiih  Parliament, 
during  a  period  of  awful  and  ftupendous  events, 
which  ftill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  is 
valuable  in  civil  fociety  in  one  promifcuous  ruin. 
However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placy^d 
from  the  fcene  of  thefe  events,  we  have  not  been 
without  their  influence ;  but,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty, 
demonftrates  one  common  Ipirit  in  the  defence 
of  their  king  and  their  country. 

In  the  civil  provisions  for  the  eftablifliment  and 
maintenance  of  our  conftitution,  and  the  benefits 
flowing  therefrom,  we  fliall^  I  truft,  always  recoi- 
led with  ^reat  fatisfaftion^  that  we  have  been 
aftuated  and  guided  by  a  fair  and  upright  defire 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right  and  of 
pulilic  profperity.        * 

J  hulnjbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  the  father 
of  Jhis  people,  and  the  beneficent  founder  of  this 
Joyal  prpvince,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to  per- 
petuate thefe  bleffings,  which  it  is  his  wifh  fliould 
attend  his  fdthful  fubjecb  and  their  remoteft 
poftcrity. 

Honourabk 
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Honourable  Gentlemen^  and  Gentlemen ! 

It  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommend  our 
public  afts  to  our  fellow-lubjeAs  by  the  efficacy 
of  our  private  example ;  and  to  contribute  in  this 
traft  of  the  Britifh  empire,  to  form  a  nation, 
obedient  to  the  laws,  frugal,  temperate,  induftri- 
ous ;— impreffed  with  a  ftedfaft  love  of  jufticc, 
of  honour,  of  public  good  ;  with  unihaken  pro- 
bity and  fortitude  amongft  men,  with  Chriflian 
piety  and  gratitude  to  God ! 

.Confcious  of  the  intention  of  well-doing,  I 
(hall  ever  cherifli,  with  reverence,  and  humble 
^  acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is 
my  fmgular  happinefs  to  have  borne  to  this  pro- 
vince the  powers,  the  privileges,  the  principles, 
and  the  praAice  of  the  Britilh  conftitution  ;  this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good- will  of  the  em- 
pire, the  reward  of  tried  afFeftion  and  loyalty,  can 
beft  fulfil  the  juft  end  of  all  government,  as  the 
experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicat- 
ing univerfally,  prote(5lion  and  pfofperity,.  to  tbofc, 
who  make  a  rightful  ufe  of  its  advantages. 


J         J 
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TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 

A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  charader  of, 
124. 
Agriculture,  ftate  of,  in  Shene<aady,  50  ;  Albany,  62 ;  Marlbo- 
rough, 109;  in  the  diftridt  ofMaine^   156;  in  Rhode  Wand, 

274 ;  in  the  townfhip  of  Lebanon,  309 ;  near  Newhavcn,  321 ; 

in  Carolina,  41 1  ;  Georgia,  460- 
Aguc,  endemical  in  the  diftrid  of  Geneflce,  34,  36.  "» 
Albany,  county  of,  its  population,  5^. 

,  city  of,  65  ;  its  fettlement,  when  formed,  ib. ;  fitiiation^ 

harbour,  and  trade,  ib.  ;  its  exports,  56  ;  Ihipping,  ib. ;  price 

of  (hip^building,  58  ;  population,  60 ;  ftyle  of  building,  ib.  ; 

revenues,  ib. ;  bank,  6l;  churches,  ib.  ;  manufadfcories,  62; 

AuthOr*s  departure  from,  88  ;  negligence  of  its  merchants,  303. 
AUowamfet  Pond,  account  of  the  iron  ore  at,  260  ;  manner  of 

procuring  it, -ib.  ;  price  of  labour  at,  261. 
Alma,  Captain,  at  Ducktrap  Creek,  account  of  theeftate  of,  164; 

his  faw-mill,  169- 
Amarefkoghin  Creek»  209 ;  its  fhip-building,  ib. 
Ambrofe,  Saint,  (ituation  of  the  Spanifh  Ifland  of,  129  ;  abounds 

with  feals,  ib. ;  no  anchorage,  ib. 
Anecdotes,  the  Author  miilaken  for  a  dodor,  and  its  fuccefs,  16; 

of  Mr.  MacEIroy,  102;  of  the  Creek  Indians,  468, 
Apalachicola  River,  47  K    . 

B. 
Baron,  Dr.  account  of  his  plantation,  435  ;  its  extent  and  coft  of 

purchafe,  436. 
Barrington,  a  fmall  fea-port,  288 ;  its  houfes,  ib. ;  price  of  land,  ib. 
Bath,  a  port  of  entry  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  208  ;  its  exports,  ib» 
Belfaft,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  170 ;  church,  ib. 
Belly  town,  account  of,  105. 
Berkihire,  popidation  of  the  county  of,  102. 
Berwick,  account  of  the  diftridl  of,  221 ;  houfes  in  the  town  of,  ib. 
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Beverley,  fltuatlon  of  the  village -of,  23^;  ite  fifher^,  ft. 
Biddeford»  account  of  tbe  town  of^  220;    its  trade^  i'^.;  ez« 

portS)  tb. 
Bingham,  inn  of  'Squire,  15  ;  the  family  all  ill  of  the  ague,  ib;  f 

extraordinary  cure  by  the  Author,  16 ;     water  here  abomia* 

able,  19. 
1BIigh,Mr.  poffeffor  of  very  valuable  lands  in  South  Carolina, 

409  ;  account  of  bis  negroes,  and  quantity  of  rice  he  raifes,  ib. 
Ikokotkg  its  environs,  111,112;  its  iituation,  113;  harbour,  114; 

the  negledb  of  foriificatioirs,  ib. ;  its  houfes,  123  ;  manners  of 

Its  inhabitants,  ib. ;  their  cnterprifing  fpirit  and  trade,  126 ; 

toim2Lgt  of  the  port  of,  246  ;  exports,  247  ;  imports,  24Q ;  du- 
ties, ib.    ' 
Brefwit  Ifland,  6  ;  covered  throughotit  with  wood,  ib. 
Brigadiers  Ifla^rd,  account  of,  1 7or ;  its  inhabitants,  ib ;  its  ftoro 

famous  for  falmon-filbcry,  178. 
Briftol,  county  of,  its  population,  274;  great  abundiacec^iroa 

ore,  ib. 
Briftol,  a  fmall  fea-port,  287 ;  its  trade,  ib. 
Broadbay,  account  of  the  town  of,  199^* 
Brompton  Fort,  aocount  of,  19. 
Brown,  Mofes,  charafter  of,  289- 
Brown,  John,  brother  to  Mofes,  the  richeft  raercbant  la  Prori* 

dence,  296  ;  account  of  his  great  concerns,  ib. 
Brunfwick,  account  of  the  diftiidt  of,  208. 
Brunfwick^  defcription  of  the  town  of,  363 ;  principal  town  in 

the  cotinty  of  Middle&x,  ib. ;  its  population,  364  ;  briffctraf* 

fie  wkh  New  York,  ib.- 
Burr,  eilate  of  Colonel,  359  i  his  charadU^,  ib. 

C. 
Cabot,  Mr.  fenator  of  the  United  States,  for  Ma0achitfetts,'25O. 
Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina,  452  ;  iti  Georgia,  460 ; 

account  of  this  fpccies  of  crocodile,  452. 
Ciildwell,  James,  account  of  his  extenfive  mills  lend  manu£io« 

tories  at  Albany,  62,  6S^ 
Cambridge,  account  of  the  Univerfity  pf,  122  }  its  fundsj  ib. ; 

price  of  education  and  board,  123. 
Camden  River,  163  ;  its  navigation,  ib« 


danada  Crtek,  3^  ;  its  extraordinary  riiing  in  the  ipring^  ib*      , 

Canal,  near  the  Little  Falls,  45  ;  near  St,  George's  River>  156.; 
joining  the  Santec  with  Cooper  River,  505. 

Canalmegi,  a  German  fettlement,  48  . 

Cape  Ann,  method  of  drying  cod-fifli  thcre>  140  ;  account  of  thd 
fifhery,  141  ;  its  road,  143  t  fort,  ib. 

Carolina,  account  of  thefettl?ntent  of,  382 ;  itshiftory,  3S5j  384; 
divided  into  North  and  South,  384. 

Carolina,  North,  hiftofy  of,. 508  ;  conftitution,.  5O0,  5lO  ;  ^ub-* 
lie  expenditure,  510  ;  taXes,  511  ;  public  debt,  51^  ;  divHion* 
ib. ;  inland  navigation,  ib.;  harbours,  51^;  trade,  514;  ex* 
ports,  51jS;  climate,  517.;  population^  518,;    religious  k^9 

619. 
*.  .-,      .    ■,  Sjuth,  it«  conftitation,  385  to  388,  inclufive  ;  crirai-« 

nal  offences  very  numerous,  393  ;  rilUitary  reg^ilatioiis,  ^394^ 
'    305,396;  taxes,   398;  how  affdRd  and  coUc6t§d,  ib.  ;  pub* 

lite  debt,  401;  pay  of  its  officers,  404;  pap6r  money,  ib.; 

bai^s,  405,  406 ;  climate,  412  ;  fchools  and  education,  4igj; 

manufadlories,  420;  prjce  of  ihips,  4^1  ;  its  population*  .49?[* 
Cafco,  defcription  of  the  bay  of,  2 10. 
Caftle  Ifland,  conviAs  confined  in,  115  ;  icpiiiiil  of  its  garrifoHji 

U8  ;  their  employ,  1 19» . 
Cafar,  a  negro,  difcpvered  a  renj^edy  againft  the  bite  of  a  rattle-* 

fnake,  444  ;  how  rewarded,  ib* 
Cfearlefton,  departure  froto  Philadelphia  for,  370  ;  its  fituialioit, 

374  ;  hiflory  of,  375,  376,  377  t  buildings,  378;  inhabitants, 

579  ;  their  manner?  apd  cuJRpnis>.  379^,  380,   381  ;  political 

fentiments,  381,  382;    cpnftitution,  385,   386rlawsj   388; 

Workhoufe,  ib. ;  prifons,-  3^^;  p^pulatipA*  ^93 ;  town  ratc>» 

400;  negro  market,  410;  difeafes,  412  ;  police,  416.;  marjcet, 

420;   medical  fociety,  423  ;   Hbrary,  425.;  imports  and.cjf- 

ports,  499  to  501  ;  tonnage,  502. 
Charleftown,  account  of  the  village  ofi  245. 
Charlotte  lilands,  defpriptipn.p£it$.inha):)itant;S|  13^  j  itstyade  in 

furs,  ib. 
.Chelf<^,  aqcount  of  the  port  of,  30fi. 
Cherokee,  Chadbaw,  and  Creek  In^lians,  ini^blt  the  borcl^r^s  of 

Georgia,  466 ;  their  numbers  capable  of  bearing  arms,  ib. 
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Cbufitmet,  cAale  of  M.  de,  8^ ;  dhaif»Aer  of  his  wifi8>  &. ;  «iH 

count  of  his  pturchafe^  8d« 
Govtmofs  Ifland,  114,  IIB. 
Granite,  between  Fort  Ofwcgo  and  Albany,  54;  on  the  coafts of 

Maflachufetts,  New  Hainojiiliirei^  and  Mamte,  550 ;  ftrata  of,^ 

nearPlTmovith,  352. 
Green,  General,  account  of,  28^ ;  his  exploits,  263  ;  his  moral 

chara<5ltf ,  384  ;  moiiumoi^  eredfed  to  his  tacmpry  by  of6er  of 

Congrefs,  ib« 
Griffin,  .Mr.  At,  Brigadlexs  Iflan4«  buildii%  a  beig,  177  i  its  coft 
:  vdxcn  con;iplet»,  ib. 

H. 
HaJto:W<e]},  account  of  the  town  of^  ^6  ;  its  houfes>  >b. ;  ihip« 
-  buildings  ib. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  the  celebrated;  ^i^tpc-p   fon^in-law    to    General 
.  .Schuylei;,^  64. 
Harunxoc]^  Mountain,  the  boundary  of  the  S^at«  of  new  Yodc  arod 

Maffachufetts,  102. 
Hamp{hire,  population  of  the  county  of,  104. 
llampton  Fall,  i^  the  Frovix^e  of  New  Hampfhire,  235  ;  an  iiui 

in  lugh  repute,  ib. 
llancock,  <^unty  of,  181 ;  its  extent  ai^  population,  ib. 
Hartl«)r4»  county  of,  its  population,  815. 
«!.  '    ■         ,  environs  of,  310,  31 1>  314;  its  population,  312;  trade 

andihijj^ng,  ib. ;  exports,  ib. ;  n;ianufiadory,  ib. ;  account  of 

the  town,  313.;  <:hief  town  in  the  county  of  tb^e  fame  naoie^ 

ib. ;  its  bank,  capital,  and  dividends,  ib. 
Hary,  a  beverage  of  the  kings  and  chiefs  in  the  Ma^rquefa  IilaiidS| 

132;  how  prepared,  ib.    - 
Herkemer,  county  of,  40  ;  its  population,  ib,. 
Heron,  the,  a  ufeful  bird,  in  the  rice  fwamps,  488-. 
Hillhoufe,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  3,46  ;  his  chara^der,  ib. 
lii»^«\5  village  qf,  famous  for  its  fchooU,  252;  its  pr^iu/st^^ 

ib. ;  a  feat  of  General  Lincoln,  ib. 
Hofpitality,  the  general  charadcriftic  of  the  Americans,  4W» 
Jiudfon,  defcription  of  the  banks  of  th«  river,  71,  72^ 

J. 
Jay,  political  fyilem  and  conduft  of  Mr.  358. 
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Jc^ery^/Mc*  an  emuient  merchant  at  Bofton,  S49;  h\^  ohsLia^ 
ter»  ib. 

Ingraham's  Iflands,  account  of,  134. 

JohAftowQ»  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  49 »  l^  po* 
{HilatioB>  ib* 

Jpfwich,  account  of  the  village  of^  258 ;  its  ^nation,  lb*  f  b^- 
bour  and  trade,  ib. 

Iron-flone,  great  quantities  of,  at  Plymouth,  257  ;  at  New  Bed- 
ford, 260. 

Ifard,  Mr.  late  member  of  Congrefs,  428 ;  bis  eftates  in  South 
Carolina^  429 ;  his  houfe,  ib. ;  a  zealous  advocate  for  ilavery, 
431. 

K. 

Kennebeck  River,  account  of,  205. 

King,  Mr.  a  fenator  of  the  United  States,  359 ;  his  charader,  ib* 

)^noz»  General,  fituation  and  do£cription  of  his  maufi^n,  •IAS » 
his  extenfive  eflate,  147;  his  plans  and  projedls,  151,  152;  his 
offer  for  poflefSion  of  Brigadiers  liland,  176;  chsira(^er  of  the 
General  aad  his  family,  195  ;  Author's  de|}arture  froni,  ib.  . 

L. 

X'i^bour,  price  of,  at  Rotterdam,  22  ;  at  Schuylcrto^yn,  40  ;  near 
the  Little  Fails,  47 ;  at  Saratoga,  70  ;  at  Marlborough,  109  [ 
in  the  diliri^  of  Maine,  1 60;  at  Profpe<^,  174;  Brunfwick, 
209 ;  in  New  Hampfhire,  230 ;  in  the  diftridl  of  New  Bedford, 
261;  at  New  Bedford^  274  ;  at  Providence,  2i)7;  i^  Connect 
ticut,  305;  at  Lebanon,  309;  near  N^whave^i,  321. 

J^and,  price  of,  neajr  Olwego  Falls,  IQ ;  along  Wood  Creek,  34  j 
near  Fort  Stanwix,  38 ;  in  Schuylertown»  39  ;  in  the  Ger-* 
man  Flatts,  43  ;  ^t  Sbeneftady,  50  ;  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
61  ;  on  the  Mohawk  River,  75  ;  at  Lebanon,  101  ;  near  Port- 
land, 217  ;  wear  Portfmputh,  229;  near  Hingham,  252  ;  near 
New  Bedford,  274 ;  at  Rhode  Ifland,  278  ;  at  Newport,  ib.j 
}n  Connefticut,  305 ;  qear  Ncwhavei^,  321  j  at  S^dyhill, 
449;  in  Georgia,  465. 

l-and,  produce  of,  near  Stanwix  Fort,  39  ;  at  Sch^ylertQwn,  40 ; 
in  Shencdady,  50  ;  in  the  Mohawk  River,  75  ;  at  Crankford, 
177  ;  Brunfwick,  208  ;  Biddeforii,  220  ;  Portfmouth^  230  ^ 
ffj^x  Hipgham,  252;  in  the  dilhid  of  New  Bedford,  261  ;  at 

51^  Rho^c 


INDEX. 

Rhode  liland,  273 ;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  ib. ; 
at  Providence,  297 ;  about  Ncwhaven,  321;  at  Goofe'Gre«k, 
43 1 ;  in  Weft  Florida,  476.  .  '         * 

Langdon,  Mr.  a  fenator,  233  ;  a  man  of  the  iirft  importance  in 
Portfmouth,  ib. ;  oppofed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Great  Britain  and  America,  ib. ;  his  chara<5ier 
-  and  family,  ib.  / 

Lebanon,  its  midicinal  fp rings,  91 ;  its  population,  308;  houfes, 
ibid. 

Lee,  Mr.  at  Wifcaffet,  his  charafter,  202.  ' 

Light-houfes,  two  ereded  near  Newbury  Port,  236. 

Limeftone,  near  Saratoga,  Tl ;  abundance  at  Thomaftownj  Bel- 
faft,  Ducktrap,  and  Waldoborough,  350. 

Lincoln,  General,  account  of,  250;  his  military  fame,  251  ;  1d^& 
prefent  employment,  ib. ;  a  member  of  the  academy  of  fcicnccs 
in  tlie  State  of  Maffachufetts,  ib  ;  his  character,  ib. ;  poffcflcs 
very' extenfive  eftates,  252.  .  .     -  . 

^  ,  Mrs.  widow  of  the  cldeft  fon  of  the  General,  her  cha- 
raaer,  353.      •   ■•" 

Lincoln,  population  of  the  county  of,  200, 

Little  Falls;  defcnption  of  the,  45.       '      ' 

■  ,  account  of  the  town  of,  47 ;  its  houfes,  ib.;  mills,  ib. ; 
Locke,  the  celebrated  John,  his  frame  of  a  conftitution 'for  the 

governnient  of  Carolina,  383.        =   -^  '  *    •   - 

Luxembourg',  the  Prince  of,  fold  a  frigate  to  the  State  of  South 

Carolina,  402  ;  matiner  of  the  bargairi,  ib.  •   •  ■     • - 

Lynn,  account  of  the  port  of,  224  ;  famous  for  its  fhoe  manufac* 

tory,  ib.'      ' 

M. 
Mac  Elroy,  Mr.  polfeflbr  of  a  confiderable  quantity  of  land  at 

■  FifhCreck,  91  ;  travels  with  the  Author,  ib.  • 
Maine,  diftrid  of,  142  ;  its  exportation  of  timber  to  Bofton,  144; 

its  trade  and  commerce,  153  to  156 ;  emigrants  refort  but  lit- 
tle to -this  province,  184;  aCcour^t  of \  its  inhabitants,  185; 
their  habitations,^'  1^6  ^  table  of  the  price  of  wood,  189;  cx^ 
pences  and  returns  of  a  voyage  to  Liverpool,  I90,  19 1  ;  no 
houie  of  religious  worihipin  this  province,  192;  great  fcardty 
of  medical  praditioners,  193;  its  hiftory,  224;  population^ 
225  ;  extent,  ib.    .  ' 


Marblehead,  account  of  the  port  of,  244 ;  Its  exports,  ib. ;  tradf 

in  flockfifh,  ib. 
Maflachufetts,  in  high  ftatc  of  cultivation,  104,  108  ;  its  laws, 

civil  and  criminal,  120  ;  taxes,  121  ;  Vexatious  proceeding  of 

its  commiffioners,  ib. ;  its  fchools,  122 ;  colleges,  ib. ;  £ihe- 

ries,  142. 
Medical  Society,  at  Charlefton,  obfervations  on,  415  ;  account, 

of,  423, 
Merrimack  River,  account  of,  235 ;  defcription  of  a  bridge  over 

it,  ib. 
Michard,  a  French  botanift,  refiding  in  South  Carolina,  43^. 
Middleborough,  in  the  deftridb  of  New  Bedford,  260 ;  account  of 

its  iron  works,  ib. ;  price  of  labour,  261. 
Middleton,  county  of,  its  population,  317. 
•r ,  account  of  the  town  of,  3l6  ;  feat  of  the  cuftpnv- 

houfe  of  the  diftridi,  ib. ;  its  exports,  317  ;  its  bank  and  capi*« 

tal  of,  ib. ;  chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  ib. 
j^nerals,  account  of  the,  between  Ofwego  and  Albany,  54  ;  be- 

tween  Saratoga  and  Albany,  77 ;  on  the  coails  of  MaffachufettSy 

New  Hampihire  and  Maine,  350  to  354,  inclufive. 
Mohawk  River,  account  of  the  navigation  of,  38  ;  its  falls,  75. 
;5|lorrifville,  town  of,  367.;  a  fine  feat  belonging  to  Mr.  Robert 

Morris,  ib. ;  a  number  of  iron  forges  near,  ib. 

N,     ■ 
^cgroes,  th^ir  numbers  in  the  diflridb  of  Charleflon,  394;  in 

South  Carolina,  395;  their  price  at  Charlefton,  410  ;  account 

of  a  fale  of,  440 ;  nunibers  imported  into  the  State  pf  Geoirt 

gia,  461.         '  ■  ^       .     • 

^^'wark,  one  of  the  fineft  villages  in  America,  360 ;  defcription 

of  its  houfes,  ib. ;  the  ufual  ftage  between  Philadelphia  atid. 

New  York,  ib. ;  famous  for  its  cyder,  ib. ;  and  exteniive  fhoc 

manufadtory,  ib. ;  iituation  of  the  village,  361. 
^ew  Bedford,  diilri(5i  of,  262  ;  its  ihip-building,  ib. ;  ihipping, 

ib.  }  amount  of  its  exports,  268. 

'■■■■?■•  _ 

■■■  ■  '  — ,  town  of,  261  ;  fuffcred  much  in  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, ib. ;  its  trade,  262;  ihip-building,  ib. ;  exports,  ib.  j 
Whale  fiihery,  ib. ;  harbour  protefted  by  a  fort,  269.. 

Newbern,  account  ofj  514;  its  iituation;,  ib. ;  ihipping,  515; 
exports,  ib» 


Newbury  Port,  a<:couttt  ofi  235,  23/;  its  public  Tchoolsj  237; 

trade  and  manufaftories,  ib. ;  population,  ib. 
>  ,  new  town,  delcription  of^  235  ;  its  houfeis^  ib. ;  ftip-* 

building,  ib. ;    trade,   236 ;    exports,  ib. ;    two  light-houfes 

erefted  neAr,  ib. 
Newcaflle,  account  of  the  townflilp  of,  20 1  • 
New  City;  account  of  the  t6wn  of,  69,  76. 
Newhaven,  population  of  the  town  of,  324. 
ff.  '. ,  account  oiF  the  town  of,  319  j  its  j^bpulaHon,  ib. } 

harbour,  ib. ;  {hipping,  320  ;  exports,  ib. ;  trade,   321 ;  ac- 
count of  a  cotton-work  near,  322;  banks,  ib.;  colfegc,  323  ; 

its  library  and  njiifeumi  324 ;  churches,  ib. ;  head  town  of  the 

county  of  fame  nanre,  ib. ;  the  frccdoni  of  this  to^h  conferred 

on  the  Author,  345.' 
New  London,  fituation  of,   300 ;  its  houfes,  ib>.  ;  burnt  by  the 
'  Englilh  in  1781>  ib. ;  the  principal  lea-port  in  Connefticut, 

301 ;  its  harbour  proteftetl  by  two  fbrb,  ib.;  &ippin^,  ib. ; 

exports,  ?02  ;  fcank,  306  ;  popxilation,  \b. ;  prih'cipal  town  of 

the  county  oflaitie  name,  ib. 
Newport,  phief  town  m  the  Stute  of  Rhode  Iftand,  278 ;  the 

mod  ancient,  ib. ;  its  population  before  the  war,  ib. ;  prcfcnt 

population,  ib. ;  trade,  279 ;  ?xpprts-,  ib, ;  houfes,  ?60 ;  goo4 

harbour,  iV.  ;  church,  28 1 . 
Newfpapers,  in  MafTachufetts,  fery  plenty,  110. 
New  York,  fituation  of  the  illand  of,  349  ;  its  foil,  ih. 
Nicholfoii,  Mr.  at  iProfpcA,  account  of  his  farm  and  land,  172j 

emplOymctit  of  hiS  fJaittily,  ib.  -^  cultivation  rf  his  land,  \7Si 

174. 
Nobieborough,  account  of  the  townlhip  of,  200. 
Nootka  Sound,  fituatioh  of,  135i ;  peltry  the  trade  of  its  infejibi'* 

tants,  ib. 
Northampton,  dcfcription  pf  the  town  Of,  104 ;  its  fitnation,  ib. ; 

its  population i  ib.;  capital  6f  the  coiihty  of  Hamplhire,  ib; 
North  Yarmouth,  account  of  the  town  of,  210;  its  fituation,  ib.; 

fliip-building,  ib. ;  mills,  211 ;  trade,  ib. 
Norwich,  account  of  the  town  bf,  299  ;  it's  mills,  forges,  andf^W'^ 

works,  ib.  i  fituation,  ^b.;  bank,  307;  popuhtionj>  ib. 

Oats^ 


Pate,  price  0f,  in^tdbe  ^iMSt  of  M«diie,  169f 

Oneida  Laki;,  aocouat  of^^;^. 

»*■     ■■■■ '  Indians  eK^joy  aa  anauity  from  the  State  ei  New  Yeik^ 

pote  to  page  30. 
^  Rofcrvation,  fold  to  the  State  of  New  York^  2$. 

Qraxidago,  county  of ,  its  extent »  13  ;  its  population,  il?» 
Ofwego  River,  its  nav^gaticm,  4  ;  its  falls,  10. 
Otis,  Mr.  at  MafTachuietts,  2^8 ;  had  a  coitfideial^le  ihi^re  ij^  ikt 

revolution,  ?59. 
ptters,  where  found  in  A4[oeripa,  137. 
Otter-ikins,  pripe  of,  on  the  weflern  coafls  of  America,  137  ;  in 

Canion,  ib. 
Pxen,  price  of  a  pair,  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine,  159;  a1:Du€ktrap, 
169;  at  NewbaT«n,  322;  at  SaskdyWl,  450. 

P. 
Pearlaih,  method  of  preparing,  97. 

^oiobfcot  Bay  and  River,  160;  apcoimt  of  its  iaiiabitans,  I'Si  ; 
no  jufl  titles  to  their  poffeilions,  ib. ;  its  fiiheries,  17B ;  ac<« 
oonnt  of  an  {fidian  vifiage  on.tliGe  river  fidcy  i79* 
f   J  ,  chief  town  of  the  pouiUry  of  Hancock,  181 ;  ks  «x« 

ports,  ib. 
Pickering,  Thomas,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  United  States,  29. 
Pinckney,  General,  brigadier  tod  iniped:or  oif  the  firil  diviltofi  <^| 

militia  of  South  Carolina,  397  ;  his  chara<%er,  ib. 
Pindaini,  ^  negr^^  in  ibtt  townihip  of  St.  Pa\)l,  polltfle^  o£  4 

plantation,  457. 
Pifcaquata  River,  227 ;  defcription  c(  a  bridge  over  the,  ib« 
Pi%t9field,  account  of  the  town  of,  102. 
Plyoaouth,  population  of  iht  county  of,  259* 

m ',  accouQt  of  Hs  fiyft  fettlettient,  253,  d54»  256;  ity  drade 

.   ^d  i^ippii^,  255 ;    iron  manufa<5lory,  256 ;  expo!Pt$^  25»7 ; 
population,  U>. ;  tile  prinpirpal  t:owA  ia  tlie  county  of  the  £uQe 
•name,  259, 
J^luml)  I12and>  accpunt  of  a  beitevoIentiniBtiidoh  at,  237. 
^plony.  Dr.  of  Charlefton,  427 ;  ha^  ^^^  ^^  tiie  pi^  a  e6m* 

plete  work  on  St.  Domingo,  ib. 
^ppf -s  Raliej  afOomli  Qf  the,  at  Snraloga^  ^9* 
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Portland,  fituation  of,  212;  defcription  of  the  town,  213  ;  its 
quays  and  roads,  ib. ;  fortification,  214 ;  trade  and  naviga-' 
tion,  215;  fifhcry  and  tonnage,  2l6 ;  exports,  217;  houfes 
and   population,  ib. ;    the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  • 
Cumberland,  ib. ;  a  newfpaper  printed  here,  23 1 . 

Portfmouth,  iituation  of,  228  ;  the  only  harbour  in  New  Hamp- 
{hire,  ib. ;   its  trade  and  Ihipping,  ib. ;   fhip-building,  229; 
price  of  cattle,  230 ;  provifions  very  plentiful,  ib. ;  every  man 
a  politician,  23 1  ;  its  churches,  234, 

Fotaih,  manner  of  making,  85,  86;  how  fold,  88. 

^rincetown,  account  oj^  364 ;  its  houfes  and  miUs,  ib. ;  coUegei' 
365. 

Pringle,  Dr.  account  of  his  eflate  in  the  townfbip  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, 452. 

Pringle,  Mr.  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina,  372;  account 
of  his  plantation,  436 ;  its  extent  and  cofl  of  purchafe,  ib. ;  a^ 
planter  of  extenfive  knowledge,  455  ;  his  chara6t?r,  ib. 

jProfpedt,  account  of  the  town  of,  172 ;  general  buiinefs  of  its  in-«. 
habitants,  174. 

J*rovidcnce,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  290  ;  its  trade,  ib. ;  ex- 
ports and  manufactories,  ib. ;  traffic  in  negroes,  291,  292 ;  a 
college  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Baptifts,  294  j  churches,  297* 

Q. 

Quinaboug,  account  of  th^  cataraift  of,  307- 

R. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  attempted  to  eftablifh  colonies  in  Carolin^i 
without  fuccefs,  382. 

Rariton  Biver,  account  of,  363. 

Rhode  liland,  its  boundaries,  272;  its  produce,  273  ;  reafbns  for 
the  poverty  of  its  farmers,  275  to  278,  inciuiive;  religious  wpr-* 
ihip,  2S1  ;  extent  of  the  ifland,  ib. ;  chara<^r  of  its  inbabi-* 
tahts,  ib. ;  their  political  opinions,  282  ;  gave  birth  to  Gene- 
ral Green,  ib.;  to  another  diilinguifhed  charadfer,  284;  its  po^ 
pulation,  293. 

Rice,  culture*  of,  in  South  Carolina,  430;  in  Lower  Carolina^ 
486,  487  ;  its  produce,  490  ;  improvements  made  in  South 
Carolina,  445. 

Rice  fwamps,  in  South  Carolina,  4U  ;  their  divifion  into  ttd^ 
fwftmps  and  /«/a»^  fwamps,  ib, ;  their  prices,  ^^49* 


^icketts,  charafter  of  Mr,  366. 

Roads,  how  repaired,  in  Rhode  liland,  294 ;  in  the  State  of  Con« 

nediicut,  337  :  in  Carolina,  400.  " 
Roberts,  Captain,  his  voyage  to  the  South  Sea  iind  Weftern  Coaft 

of  America,  128  to  138,  incluiive  ;  objedt  of  this  voyage  made 

on  board  the  JcfFerfon,  ib. ;  his  chara<^er,  138. 
Ko^er,  Mr.  a  Quaker  at  Berwick,  account  of  his  inn,  221 ;  his 

farm,  222;  his  charadler,  ib. 
Rotterdam,  account  of  the  city  of,  21  ;  itsfituation,  27. 
Rufh,  William,  eftablifhed  the  whale  fifliery  at  Dunkirk,  269  ; 

his  admiration  of  the  French,  270. 
Ruflell,  Thomas,  at  Boflon,  one  of  the  wealthieil  merchants  ia 

America,  250  ;  his  charafter,  ib. 
Rye,  price  of,  in  the  diftrid  of  Maine,  160. 

S. 
Saga  River,   account  of  its  rapid  fnlls,  inills,^and  pidurefque 

fcenery,  220. 
Salem,  account  of  the  town  of,  239 ;  its  population,  ib. ;  trade^ 

ib. ;   fhipping,  240;    exports,  ib. ;  imports,  241;    harbour^ 

242 ;  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Effcx,  243 ;  its  fail-doth 

inanufadory,  ib* 
Salmon's  Fall  River,  221 . 

Sandwich  Inlands,  account  of  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  134. 
Saratoga,  account  of  the  town  of,  65  ;  capture  of  the  Englifli 

army  under  General  Burgoyne,  ib. ;  defcription  of  the  Englilh 

and  American  camps,  SQ^  67  ;  cryftallizations,  and  mineral 

fprings,  73. 
Savannah,  flave-trade  of,  461  ;  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d'Ef^ 

tang,  in  1778,  470. 
Scheef,  Mr.  at  Portfmouth,  a  very  refpeftable  merchant,  234.    ' 
Schultz,  eftate  of  Colonel,  177^ 
Scrieber,  Mr.  founder  of  a  large  fettlement  between  Lake  Ontario 

and  Lake  Oneida,  20. 
Schuyler,  General,  his  charader,  influence,  and  abilities,  29>  ^4^ 

€5. 
Schuyler,  John,  fon  of  the  General,  65  ;  his  hpufe  {lands  on  the 

Ipot  where  General  Burgoyne  furrendered  to  General  Gates,  ib,; 

defcription  of  his  eilate^  69  ;  his  charader^  70  ;  his  death,  71  • 

Schuyirtowne, 


tanEt* 

Sehujiertdwn,  (ettlement  of,  S9  ;  the  capital  of  the  eoiiiity  df 

HerJcemer»  40 ;  its  houfes,  ib«  ;  churches,  ib. ;  jail^  and  courts 

houfe,  41 ;  mills  near,  ib. 
Scituatc,  toVirBfliip  of,  297.. 
Shakers,  defcriptioc  of  the  fpciety  called,  92 ;  their  f*ettlcment  in 

Lebanon,  ib. ;  theif  form  of  goyemnient,  93 ;  religious  wor- 

iliip,  96,  96  5  tht^r  drefs,  96. 
Shenedady,  account  of  the  town  of,  49;  its  fettlement  when 

formed,  60 ;    its  iituation  and  trade*  51 ;    popvlation^  ib.  1 

churches,  ib. 

•,  territory  of,  50  ;  its  extent,  ib. 


■MtiMMi 


Shiprbuildingk  price  of,  in  Albany,  69  ;  in  St.  George's  River^ 
145  ;  at  Bofton,  157  ;  at  Camden,  163;  at  Ducktrap,  165; 
at  Penobfcot  River,  181  ;  near  New  Bedford,  274. 

Shorten,  William,  an  inn-keeper,  near  Ofwega  Falls,  7 ;  pur- 
chafe  of  his  Umd,  10. 

Simcoe,  Governor,  his  fpeech  on  proroguing  the  provincial  par* 
ll^mentin  Upper  Canada,  52^1  to  523. 

Spcpifj  fcarcity  of  in,Sov\th  Carolina,  406* 

Springfield,  a  fail-cloth  manufadbory  at,  3-15. 

Squirrels,  v^ry  numerous  in  all  America^  355 ;  particularly  lA 
New  England,  ib. 

Stapwix.Fort,  befieged  by  Colonel  St.  Leger,  35. 

St.  George's  River,  account  of  the  trade  of,  152  to  156* 

Stockfilh,  caught  in  great  quantities  on  the  coafts  of  MalTachu- 
fctts  and  diftrid  of  Maine,  141.;  the  whole  trade  of  Beverley, 
238;  of  Marblehead,  244. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  Advocate-general  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts>  250^ 

Sullivan  liland,  accoi^nt  of,  374. 

Sumac,  grows  in  great  quantities  about  New  London,  304 ;  its 
preparation  for  the  purpofe  of  dyeing,  ib. ;  its  price  andquan-" 

tity  exported,  ib* 

T. 
Tala&ingi  a  celebrated  Indian  warrior,  468.;  his  charadber,  ib* 
Taunton,  head  town  of  the  county  of  Briftol,  274. 
Tjai^es,  account  of  the^  in:th&  county  of  Herlwmisr.,  41 ;  at  Sara< 
toga,  69 ;  at  Ma^bprougb,  109.;  Jn  the  State  ^f  MalTachttfetts, 
ISl;  inthejvovinoe.ofMaine,  192;  at  Bofton,  248^  in  Rhode 

*^  Wan», 


INDEX, 

.    I{)and»  29s  ;  at  Newport,  ib.. ;  ^t  Providenci^,  ib.  5  in  tbc  State 

of  Connedtcut,  338  ;  in  South  Carolina,  393  ;  in  No^tU  Ca^ 

roUna,  $11. 

Taylor,  Mr.  near  Ponilenkil  Creek,  account  of  his  lands  and  mills, 

76 ;  his  intention  of  Celling  them,  ib. ;  Author* s  opinion  of,  ib- 

Ternay,  monument  ercAedto  the  memory  of  the  Ch^v^ier  de,  at 

Newport,  by  order  of  Louis  XVI,  232. 
Thatcher,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  298 ;  defcfiption  of  his  houle, 
ib. ;  his  library,  219;  Hs  eccentjic  culloms,  ib. ;  his  political ' 
principles,  ib. 
Thompfon,  Juflice,  defcription  of  his  eftate,  74 ;  ch^raiS^er,  Jb« 
Three  Rivers,  rapids  of,  11;  accouiit  of  a  pottage  family^  at,  12 » 
Three  Rivers  Point,  account  of,  13. 
Treaty  of  Commerce,  between   Great  Britain  and  the  United 

States,  remarks  on  the,  78  to  81 ,  124  to  126,  i^clufivi^. 
Trees,  fpecies  of,  ip,  the  townlUip  of  Saratoga,  78  ;  in  tfee  dii^ri^ 
of  Brunfwick,  208;  between  Bedford  an(i  Plymouth,  259;  in 
Connefticut,  310;  between  Middleton  and  Newhavpi,  318; 
in  the  province  pf  Maine,  354  ;  in  Soutli  Carolina,  433,  440 ; 
in  Florida,  472 ;  between  the  Miffiffipi  and  Betekfoha,  474. 
Turkey  bufzard,  a  very  ufeful  bird  in  South  .Carolina,  417« 
Tufcaville,  on  JPoJy  Creek,  an  Indian  village,  pf  the  Lemencluka 
Tribe,  473  5  its  houfes,  ib. 

V. 
Van  Allen,  Mr.  an  American,  on  board  his  veffel  the  Anthor 
quits  Ofwego,  4  ;  a  member  of  Congrefs  for  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, 9  f  his  occupation,  ib. ;  chara<%er,  jlO ;  Author's  pbli« 
gations  to,  52. 
yandekarnp,  farm  of  Mr.  28. 
Van  Raflelaer,  Mr.  Lieutenant^gov^nor  of  New  York,  90  ;  hid 

vaft  extent  of  territory,  ib. 
Van  Verberg,  Mr.  his  houle  near  Ofwego  falls,  6 ;  his  occupa'* 

tion,  ib.  ^ 

Vatines,  eUate  of  M.  de,  24;  his  chara;6ieri  ib. ;  his  jajUac^ent 

to  France,  25 ;  his  family,  26. 
Volvick  Bay,  205. 

W. 
Waituhu,  one  of  the  Marquefa  Wands',  130 ;  account  of  its  inha- 
bitants,  ib. ;  their  attempts  to  feize  Captain  Robert's  veflely 


131  ;  mariners  and  cuftoms,  ib. ;  marriages,  135;  cultivatSon 
I  of  the  iflafld,  135. 

Waldoborotigh,  account  of  the  diftridk  of,   197;  formed  by  Bri- 
J  gadier*general  Waldo,  ib. ;  its  population,  ib. 

j  Waldo  Patent,  a  large  eftate  belonging  to  General  Knox  in  right 

of  his  wife,  147  ;  a  great  part  ufurped  by  fettlers,   148,  149. 

Warren,  an  aged  General,  account  of,  2b7;  his  wife,  2^8  ;  au- 
thorefs  of  a  manufcript  hiftory  of  the  American  revolution,  ib. 

Warren,  General,  monument  eredked  to  his  memory  at  Boflon» 
245;  account  of  theaftion  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which- he  loft 
his  life,  245,  246. 

Warren,  account  of  the  port  of,  288  ;  its  ihip-building,  ib. ;  va- 
lue of  land,  ib. 
'  Wafliington  CJounty,  181  ;  its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Washington,  General,  a  diftant  relation  of  the  late  prefident,  445  ; 
one  of  the  moft  opulent  planters,  ib. ;  account  of  his  ike 
fwamps,  and  culture  of  a  rice-mill,  446 ;  tranfmits  rice  dircft 
^      to  England,  450. 

Waterford,  population  of  the  county  of,  226. 

Weft  Port,  townlhip  of,  272. 

Whale  Fifhery,  account  of  the,  263  to  268  ;  conftruftion  of  the 
veffels,  266  ;  whales,  where  found  moft  numerous,  266,  267. 

Wheat,  price  of,  in  the  diftridk  of  Maine,  159 ;  near  Portfmouth, 
230. 

Willard,  Mr.  Prefident  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  123. 

Williams,  Mr.  and  his  family  at  Marlborough,  their  civilities  and 
attentions  to  the  Author,  106 ;  atccount  of.  his  farm  and  culti- 
vation, 108* 

Wifcaflet,  the  firft  place  of  trade  in  the  county  of  Maine,  202 ; 
its  fituation,  ib. ;  fhipping  and  trade,  203  ;  houfes,  ib. ;  ex- 
ports, 204. 

Woodbridge,  account  of  the  village  of,  362. 

Woodcreek,  defcription  of,  30,  31. 
^  Wood  pigeons,  very  numerous  in  the  county  of  Maine,  355. 

Y. 

York,  county  of,  its  population,  222. 


T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Saliibary-Squar 
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